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FIFTH REPORT. 



THE LORDS COMMITTEES appointed a Select 
Committee to inquire into the Operation of the Irish Poor 
Law, and the Expediency of making any Amendment in its 
Enactments ; and to report to The House; and to whom leave 
was given to report from time to time to The House ; and to 
whom were referred several Petitions and Documents relating 
to the Subject Matter of the Inquiry : — 

ORDERED TO REPORT, 

That the Committee have met, and further considered the Subject Matter 
referred to them, and have examined several Witnesses in relation thereto ; and 
have directed the further Minutes of Evidence taken before them, up to this 
time, to be laid before your Lordships, 

25th May 1849. 
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Die Jovis, 10 ° Mali 1849 . 



The LORD STEWARD in the Chair. Evidence on tkc 

Opcralion of the 
Irish I'oor Law. 

Lieutenant-Colonel EDWARD ARCHER is called in, and examined Lieutenant. c«hnd 
as follows : Edmard Anhtr. 

lOCh May 1849. 

8971. YOU are a Lieutenant-Colonel of the Army upon half-pay? 

Yes. 

8972. You have, I believe, for some years been occasionally resident in Ire- 
land, during your absences from your regimental duties? 

I have. 

8973. In what part of Ireland have you lately resided ? 

In the county of Galway, to the westward of the town of Galway. 

8974. I think with your brother-in-law, Mr. O'Flaherty, now Member for the 
town of Galway ? 

Yes. 

8975. Did you, during your occasional residence there, direct your attention 
particularly to the fisheries on the West coast of Ireland ? 

I did. 

897C. I believe you printed some observations and suggestions with reference 
to those fisheries ? 

I did. 

8977. Does your subsequent knowledge and experience of that part of Ireland 
confirm the views which you entertained at that time with respect to the capa- 
bilities of that coast for the extension of the fisheries? 

Most fully. 

8978. Does it also confirm you in the views which you took of the manner in 
which they might be most beneficially extended ? 

Precisely so ; and I know no other mode. 

8979. Will you state, as concisely as you can from recollection, the substance 
of the suggestions which you made in your printed work at that time ? 

I can perhaps go somewhat near to them, but possibly at this distance of time 
I may not recollect precisely the plan ; but I think the general plan which I wished 
to advocate was the participation of the Government Officers in an attempt to 

f rosecute the fisheries, in consequence of the absence of certain elements which 
thought were necessary to success, and which exist in this part of the world, 
but which are not there. I proposed that the Government should in some degree 
participate in the matter, till they either found that their efforts would be wholly 
useless, or they could surrender it to the private enterprise of those who were 
disp.osed to embark in it. 

8980. Did you point out in what manner you thought that assistance and 
co-operation could be best afforded by the Government? 

1 did. I suggested that the Government should aid by instituting loan 
societies, to enable fishermen to provide themselves with boats and gear to take 
fish, and also for the establishment of stores for salt, and generally to smooth the 
difficulties of transit by opening roads, and so forth, so as to admit of the result 
of their operations finding a beneficial outlet in the country at large. 

(19.26.) A 2 8981. Has 
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8981. Has any portion of those suggestions been since adopted by the 

I recollect right, there were established in three or four places stores 
for salt but I do not know that any other assistance was offered m the shape of 
loans or in any other mode, to enable the fishermen to catch the fish, bait alone, 
I understood, was provided in the event of fish being caught. 

8982. The salt was provided by Government ? ^ 

1 think the salt and stores were provided by Government ; but upon that point 

I am not very well qualified to speak, because it was during the time tlmt I was 
absent from the country. I should state to your Lordships, that had 1 expected 
to be here to-day, I should have been better provided with the documents Irom 
which to give the information which your Lordships may desire. 

8983. Are you aware of any fishing establishments having been formed upon 
any part of that coast bv persons from England or from Scotland ? 

With respect to the sea fisheries, I only know three persons who arc pursuing 
them with any degree of ardour or consecutiveness, or with any degree of success ; 
but even that is to a very limited amount. With regard to the inland fisheries, 
there is a fishery on a property with which I have been charged, which has been 
in operation some considerable time, a salmon fishery. 

8984. WiU you state who are the parties who are engaged in the deep-sea 

fishery ? . . , 

General Thompson has occupied himself in fishing, but not as a principal matter; 
it is only because the fish were there, and they were to be had, and I think to 
encourage the people round; to show them that there were fish, and that they 
were to be caught. The second nerson, I think, is a Mr. lilake, the sou of a 
genileman who located himself there some 25 years ago. The third person is the 
public Cess Collector of the Barony who has a fishing establishment at tlie Isle 
of Boffin, off the North-w'estern point of Galway, 

8985. Have you any opportunity of knowing whether those undertakings 
have been successful? 

I should say that they have. 

8986. What description of boats do they use ? 

I think Mr. Blake’s and General Thompson’s are open boats ; Mr. Hildebrand, 
the public Cess Collector, has decked boats of a small description, I believe ; but 
they are very inadequate to the requirements of the deep-sea fishery on that 
coast. 

8987. Then, in fact, none of the craft employed is of such burthen as to carry 
on the fisheiy with all the advantage which might attend it in vessels of another 
class ? 

Certainly not; they are very inadequate to the deep-sea fisheries of that part 
of the coast. That they are successful to a considerable amount, there is no 
question ; but that they would he more so if the boats were better fitted to the 
service, there cannot be a doubt. 

8988. What number of boats have those three parties, do you suppose ? 

I am not able to answer that question; but not more than two or three, 
I should suppose. 

8989. It is a very small number ? 

Quite so; they are living upon the sea ; they see the fish; indeed the fish 
almost invite their own capture. 

8990. They have introduced no curing station, have they ? 

No ; I think they take them to Westport. 

8991. Have they found any difficulty or obstacle on the part of any of the 
people in carrying on their operations ? 

No, 1 think not, as far as 1 can understand, except the general poverty of the 
people and that their own limited means will not allow them to dei’-elop the 
thing. 

. 8992. Is there not another difficulty, which is that of transmitting the fish 
thus taken to an advantageous market ? 

They have Westport. 

8993. In 
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8993. In those Western Districts, do they within themselves afford a market LienicnanuColonel 
which would be an encouragement to the fishery upon a large scale, without the Edward Archer. 
means of more convenient and rapid access to richer markets ? 

Doubtless that would be essentially necessary ; but at the same time there is 
an outlet for the consumption of fish in that quarter to a far greater amount 
than are now caught. 



loth May 1849. 



8994. Is there facility for payment in a very poor country ? Suppose, in place 
of going to Westport, they could communicate in a short time with Dublin, do 
not you think Dublin and the Eastern market, possibly Liverpool in addition, 
would afford a very different encouragement for the fisheries in the West of 
Ireland, to that which is afforded by Westport ? 

No question of it ; that, if I remember, was the most salient point of view in 
wliich 1 looked at it. 



8995. Supposing there were a Railway communication from the West of 
Ireland to the Eastern coast, what effect do you think that would produce upon 
the fisheries ? 

There cannot be a question about it, that it would be most beneficial. 

8996. Can you believe that the fisheries of the Atlantic, bathing the Western 
coast of Ireland, can ever be made so extensive as either to give the means of 
employment to a considerable number of the people, or to afford a just 
remuneration to the fisherman, unless a more speedy and certain access to a 
richer market is afforded to them ? 

Certainly not. 

8997. Supposing that access afforded, is it your judgment, from what you 
know of those seas, and the plenty to be found in them, that both occupation and 
food could be profitably found for any considerable portion of the peasantry of 
the country? 

I do believe it, most decidedly. 

8998. The fish is abundant and good ? 

There could be no better ; and plenty of it. 

8999. Can you give the Committee an example, from your residence there, 
what the prices of good fish are? 

A good turbot I have purchased for one shilling. 

9000. About what size? 

I should suppose it would supply a dozen or fourteen persons at table. A cod- 
fish, which my own servant bought not long ago at the Galway market for house- 
hold purposes, a very large fish, cost 7 d. 

9001. Is any quantity of the fish caught there salted for the use of the 

^^*I^think not ; as far as I have been able to observe, the fish has generally been 
eaten fresh. 

9002. The salting stations, which I think were established by Government, 
have been given up ; have not they ? 

They have, I believe. 

9003. Have they been given up in consequence of there being found no disposi- 
tion on the part of the fishermen to avail themselves of them for the curing of 

their fish ? . /■ v • 

I am under the impression that they were given up in consequence of their 
inutility for the object for which they were established. 

9004. You are aware that the Quakers have, on different parts of the coast, 
attempted to establish fishing stations ? 

So 1 have heard. 

9005. Can you tell the Committee whether those stations answered the purpose 
intended ? 

,l have no means of knowing ; they are so far from me. 

9006. Have not great difficulties been thrown in the way of the fishermen, by 
the Claddon fishermen ? 

(10.26.) A 3 That 
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That was the case, I have heard ; hut I do not know from my own personal 
experience, because I reside at a distance ; I have, however, heard so, and 1 
believe it. 

9007. Do you think that if any individual from England or Scotland were _ 
desirous of acquiring property on the Western coast of Ireland, for the purpose 
of setting up a fishery, he would find any difficulty in doing so, from the 
indispositiou of the inhabitants to see a stranger embarking in such an under- 
taking ? 

To some extent, I believe that would be the case. 



9008. In the first instance ? 

Yes, in the first instance. 

9009. From what feelings would that opposition be likely to proceed ? 

1 think there would be a natural feeling in the case of strangers coming in 
to participate iu the advantages which were to he derived from that pursuit ; the 
natives would draw the conclusion that the advantages were going from them to 
others ; and although they do not know how to take advantage of all those 
circumstances which are now in their favour, still they would not be content to 
let them pass into the hands of others ; that would be a very natural feeling, and 
it greatly arises from the want of general information among the population. 

901 0. Do you think that that feeling would be easily overcome ? 

There must be the concurrence of the law in any person’s favour ; for the 
people there are not so thoroughly imbued with that obedience and that sub- 
mission which would justify me, sanguine as I am for the interests aud the 
welfare of that country, in putting my hands to any thing of the sort, unless 
I found protection where I expected it ; and that feeling, 1 think, has caused 
many persons to refrain from entering into a speculation wiiich upon all sides is 
supposed to be a very favourable one. 

9011. You do not. think that that would be speedily overcome by the effect 
which such undertaking must naturally have of giving employment to a consi- 
derable portion of the fishing population there ? 

I think it would be overcome in time, and according to the character of those 
who had the matter in their hands. Either later or earlier it would be overcome ; 
I make no question that it would be so in the end ; but from the want of 
information among the people generally, as to their real interests, for they ai*e 
not gifted in that respect, 1 think there would be opposition. 

9012. Do you think there might be some risk to the property and to the 
proprietor before the resistance was overcome ? 

I think so. 



9013. After the suffering which the people have already experienced, do you 
not think they would be less inclined to offer opposition than they would 
previously have been? 

Possibly that would he the case, but still I should like to be on t!ie safe side, 
and to be guarded against the possibility, because a defeat at the outset would 
demolish any speculation altogether. Such a pursuit injured iu the beginning 
would settle the affair, and people would retire from it ; there is a feeling of the 
want of security in reference to any operation of the kind, which has prevented 
and will prevent persons from entering into it- 

9014. Have you any suggestion to offer to the Committee, as to the specific 
legislative means by wliich you think that difficulty might he overcome ? 

Protection is what would be required ; that I think is the most essential 
point. 

9015. By “protection,” you mean the protection of the law in the preserva-^ 
tion of property? 

Yes; I dare say, in the course of this examination, your Lordships will 
understand more clearly what my notion of the protection of the law is. 

9016. At the present time, are the people in the habit of catching a large 
quantity of fish on that particular part of the coast 

I am led to believe that fish are exceedingly plentiful there ; and that they 
are caught whenever the weather permits boats to go out. 

9017. When 
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9017. When the fishermen catch a large quantity of fish, and bring the fish 
to land, do they find any difficulty in disposing of it; is there any demand 
for it ? 

In the instances in which I consider a large quantity is caught, the fish are 
taken to Galway, and even there, 1 am told, and I believe it to be the case, that 
they sometimes experience a glut. 

9018. The Committee are to infer from that, that the people cannot find a 
market for the quantity they even now catch ? 

Occasionally, that I believe to be the case. 

9019. Is it not in your opinion, that if there were a greater demand for fish, 
the people would, of their own accord, exert themselves to catch a larger 
quantity ? 

I think they would. 

9020. They are, probably, obliged to throw away a great deal of fish, even 
after they have brought it to land, in consequence of there not being customers 
to buy it ? 

If they do not do that, they are obliged to take a less price for it than it is 
worth. 

9021. Have you ever known in seasons of great abundance of fish being made 
use of as manure for the land ? 

I have not from my own experience. 

9022. Have you heard of that having been done ? 

Yes, I have. 

9023. Is not the West coast of Ireland extremely exposed to stormy weather ? 

It is exposed to stormy weather. 

9024. At all seasons of the year ? 

By no means at all seasons of the year. 

9025. In the months of July and August, you seldomhave storms, have you ? 

In the summer months we seldomhave storms ; I think that the coast presents 

favourable occasions for refuge, with prudence. 

9026. Are there many harbours of refuge on the coast ? 

There are many places where refuge can be obtained; at the same time 
prudence and skill are required. 

9027. Is not the sea peculiarly deep on that coast ? 

I do not know that it is ; the banks extend a great distance out. 

9028. You think it is not peculiarly deep ? 

I should say not. 

9029. Do not you think, on the West coast of Ireland, it requires peculiarly 
large vessels to fish with advantage ? 

Iifes, I am of that opinion. 

9030. Of course, a large vessel, with alarge number of hands, must bea much 
more expensive mode of fishing, to do it effectually, than in the case of the 
ordinary fishing grounds ? 

She must be a large description of vessel, because a great quantity of the fish 
lie at a very considerable distance from the land; 30 or 40 miles. 

9031. Therefore, the boats which you have been speaking of as belonging to 
the three gentlemen you have named are perfectly inadequate to go out to that 
distance, are they not r 

Quite so. 

9032. Consequently that ground never has been fished ? 

It never has been fished within the memory of man, I believe. 

9033. If the wind is in a particular point, there is no harbour of refuge nearer 
than New York, is there? 

If there is a-strong easterly wind, that is the first port I should make for, but 
I should never be afraid of making Ireland even with an easterly wind. 

- 119.26.’) A 4 9034. It 
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9034. It is reckoned a dangerous coast, is not it ? 

It is a boisterous coast ; but with skilful men and with prudence, I do not see 
tliat there is much danger. 

9035. Do you think that tlie price which fish fetch upon the West of Ti-eland 
would remunerate persons for laying out capital in such large boats, and manning 
them in such a manner ? 

I again repeat that, with the protection of the law, I think it might be made 
a very productive source of wealth. 

9036. Do you mean that if that coast were really well fished, there would bo 
a market for the fish ? 

With the concurrence of proper means of transit. 

9037. Do you mean with the means of transit at present afforded? 

To a considerable extent it would be so, even with the present moans. 

9038. Is there any demand whatever, except the local demand, for the fish ? 

I think, if the means were at the disposal of the people generally to catch the 
fish, there would be a greater outlet than there is now. I think there would be 
an outlet, adequate, in a great degree, to the necessities of the case ; the fish are 
not caught ; the people have not the means of catching them. 

9039. Is it the fact that the greater part of the herrings caught upon that 
coast were consumed in the country ? 

I believe so. 

9040. Has not the demand ceased since the loss of the potato ? 

I do not know that. I think the present condition of the country is such, that 
they would be very glad to eat fish even without potatoes. 

9041. Are the boats good sea boats? 

They are very good sea boats, but not adequate for the purpose of the deep- 
sea fishery. 

9042. Are not you of opinion, that if this coast be so replete with fish, and 
so advantageous for fishing, and unoccupied by any other fishermen, the 
English fishermen who go to the coast of Newfoundland, and all over the world, 
would come and occupy this ground ? 

Thev have tried, I believe, but the opposition of the people of the country, 
and the absence of the protection of the law, has driven them away, as it would 
drive them away again. 

9043. Could they not come without touching the land at all, and fish in the 
deep sea ? 

Not if it blows a gale of wind continuously ; they must come to shore for 
shelter. 

9044. And must they not have a curing station in some proximity ? 

No doubt ; they would have the population of that part adverse to them, as 
they have had them already. 

9045. They could not perform on board all the operations necessary in 
euring r 

In the large vessels it could be done to a considerable extent, and that is the 
scheme which I have heard propounded by many persons conversant with the 
subject. 

9046. You were, in the course of the years 1846 and 1847, in the Government 
employment in Ireland? 

1 was. 

9047. Will you state in what capacity? 

I was the Inspecting Oflficer of the Relief Committees in the counties of 
Westmeath and Meath. 

9048. How long did you continue there ? 

I think 1 arrived in Dublin somewhere about the beginning of September, and 
I left at the end pf the succeeding January. 

9049. What 
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9049. Wliat was the nature of your employment? Lieutenant Colonel 

It was to instruct the Committees in the views of the Government, for the Ldioird Archer. 

appropriation of the labour which was unemployed, caused hv the destitution of , ~ — „ 
the country. 

9050. For carrying into effect what were called the Relief Works ? 

Yes, under the Board of Works. 

9051. Of what class of persons were those committees composed? 

The magistrates of the vicinity, the gentry and clergy of all denominations, 
and the most respectable farmers and yeomanry class. 

9052. That is to sav, a selection from each of those classes? 

Yes. 

9053. The first proceeding with respect to the Relief Works was, I believe, 
a baronial meeting of special sessions, convened under the authority of the Lord 
Lieutenant, by proclamation? 

Yes. 

.9054. Wliere did those meetings generally take place ? 

At the Court-house of the district. 



9055. Did you attend any of those yourself? 

Not one; it rather lay with the other division of the officers, and who were 
under the Board of Works. I was not under the Board of Works ; I was under 
the Commissary-General. 

005C. Then it was after certain public works, received the approbation of the 
committees of magistrates and others, at the extraordinary sessions held for that 
purpose, and were put in operation, that you took a part? 

Yes, precisely so ; 1 had to establish the fact of the amount of labour in a 
state of destitution, and to watch that that labour alone should benefit by the 
works which u’ere in operation. 

9057. And, as far as you possibly could, to prevent imposition? 

Yes. 

9058. Had you any power of exercising a control over the particular descrip- 
tion of persons who were allotted to the works ? 

Yes ; wherever I had reason to suppose that the names submitted were not 
such as should be placed upon the works, I had the power to say no; I was to 
exercise that discretionary power. 



9059. Did you detect many cases of imposition ? 

A great many. 

9060. Practised by persons whom you would scarcely have supposed to have 
been guiltv of such an attempt ? 

Yes. 

9061. What classes of persons do you allude to ? 

I have given your Lordships the construction of the committees, and without, 
perhaps, being more particular than that, I may say that there were as many 
faults in the committees as there were out of them ; indeed, the committees were 
the persons only to authorize the employment of the people. 

9062. Did you, in point of fact, find that the sons of farmers, much above 
a state of destitution, were in many instances sent to be employed upon those 

works ? , T 11 L 

In a great many cases ; the instances were more than i can well remember ; 
it was to such an extent that it was painful to witness it. 



9063. Do you think this was done with the knowledge and connivance of the 
committees ? 

Most certainly. 

9064. Do not you think it was frequently done by certain individuals who 
had influence upon those committees, but without the general knowledge of the 



committees? j i ..i. 

The mischief was perpetrated both by members of the committees and by the 
influence of others who were not on -the committees. 



( 19 . 26 .) 
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9065. Will you have the goodness to name who those others were who were 
not on the committees ? 

Persons who had influence vdth the members of the committees. 

9066. They were not of any particular class r 

Of all classes. 

9067. You do not mean to say that it was done by the sanction of the com- 
mittee as a body, but done by individuals ? 

By individuals. 

9068. Possessing local influence ? 

Yes. 

9069. Are you aware that those abuses were sanctioned or countenanced by 
any one particular class of persons in the country more than by another, as far 
as came under your own observation ? 

No, perhaps not ; I might speak of a shade of distinction, as belonging to one 
rather than another ; but perhaps your Lordships will be satisfied without my 
naming any particular class. 

9070. Were the Relief Committees, in point of fact, attended very considerably 
by the leading gentry and magistrates ? 

With but very few exceptions they were. 

907 1 . You consider that all classes shared the blame, if not of directly counte- 
nancing, yet of not repressing those abuses? 

'I’o a great extent ; the abuses which were committed were perpetrated by 
those from whom I should not have expected it ; we had men of a superior 
description in the upper classes of society ; it was very unexpected, and really 
painful to meet them. 

9072. Do vou consider that those abuses were favoured or connived at by the 
officers who were employed by tlte Government for their repression? 

.Most certainly not, for if any men ever did their duty, the officers of the Board 
of Works are fully entitled to every praise which I can give them for efficiency. 

9073. They could not, of course, have such an accurate knowledge of indivi- 
duals in localities with which they were previously unacquainted, as to enable 
them to distinguish who were persons fairly entitled to be employed ? 

Certainly not ; the work was divided, as it were. I had the preparation of the 
labour, and they had the application of it ; but whenever the circumstance came 
to their notice that persons were upon the public works, who from their cir- 
cumstances were not entitled to be so, they were instantly withdrawn. 

9074. Were many, under those circumstances, withdrawn? 

A great number. 

9075. A great many farmers were put upon the works who had a great deal of 
laud and a great many cattle, were there not ? 

A great many of such persons, and their servants too. 

9076. Do you consider that the works performed were of essential benefit to 
the localities in which they were carried on? 

They were, to a certain extent ; they must have been so, because the lowering 
of a road or opening a new one must naturally be a benefit to the community ; 
but if I am to understand the question as implying a corresponding benefit ^to 
the public in proportion to the outlay, I should say certainly not. 

9077. Or even to the locality ? 

In many instances not so. 

9078. You do not consider that the benefit, so far as the works were per- 
formed, was at all pi’oportioned to their cost? 

Certainly not, even as a matter of convenience ; but looking at it also in 
another light, certainly not. The congregation of men, women and children 
upon those works was, I think, highly detrimental to the character of the 
people. 

9079. Was it the intention of the Government, when those works were set on 

foot. 
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foot, that they should have been performed by task-work ; had you any instruc- 
tions to that effect ? 

That was no part of my instructions ; but I have still a remembrance that the 
Officers of the Board of Works contended for task-work, and, if I am not under 
an erroneous impression, the authorities declined it, until they were compelled to 
resort to task-work. I think that was the case, but it was not under my imme- 
diate observation. 

9080. Your impression is, that the instructions were that the works should be 
performed by task-work ? 

Yes, eventually, at the instigation of the Officers of Public Works, I believe, 
who found they were unable to contend against the united efforts of the people 
to have their own way. 

9081. Do you consider that the relief of destitution can, under any circum- 
stances, be efectually combined with public utility in the carrying on of any 
public works ? 

I should wish to consider that point. I am not prepared to give your Lord- 
ships an exposition of what my opinion would be upon that subject; there is 
more in it than I am prepared to answer. Judging from the difficulty which 
attended the operations before, I should be scmpulous in giving an opinion as to 
the efficiency of any undertaking of a similar character now. 

9082. You think that, in proportion to the expense incurred, the works per- 
formed afforded a very inadequate measure of public benefit ? 

Decidedly. 

9083. Do you consider that, in fact, there has been more harm than good done 
to the landowners in the neighbourhood by the works performed ? 

No. 1 think I must restrict my reply to the amount of good effected by so 
large an expenditure ; if so, 1 should say certainly not ; I think that the people 
have benefited by the commencement of roads, though they are left unfinished. 
They are, so far as they extend, of some benefit. 

9084. Are you aware of any instances in the counties of Meath and West- 
meath, in which injury instead of benefit has been done to the landowners in the 
neighbourhood of the works ? 

iNo, I am not. 

908.5. Perhaps the roads there have been completed? 

1 imagine that they have. That is a civilized part of the country. 

9086. But where roads have been commenced at both ends, and left unfinished 
in the centre, so that there has been no complete line of communication open by 
the formation of those roads, is not it your opinion that in such cases greater 
injury and damage has been done than benefit to the locality or to the landed 
proprietors ? 

Certainly not ; as far as the roads extend, they are of utility. 

9087. You have been, I think, for nearly a year employed as agent to the Law 
Life Insurance Company, who have foreclosed their mortgage upon the estates of 
Mr. Martin, in the county of Galway? 

I have. 

9088. Will you state the acreage of that property ? 

One hundred and ninety-six thousand acres. 

9089. The property extends with some interruptions over a surface of about 
50 miles ? 

Over 50 English miles. 

9090. From Galway to the westward of Clifden ? 

Yes. 

9091. The whole being situated in the two Unions of Galway and Clifden? 

Yes. ' 

9092. How long have you been connected with the estate? 

About 10 or 11 months. 

9093. By what description of persons is this estate generally tenanted 1 
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By very small holdings ; the great bulk of the estate is in very small holdings ; 
the occupiers of which are at 4/., and under 4L 

9094. Are there very few large farms ? 

Very few large farms. 

9095. Consequently the bulk of the tenants are not liable to the payment of 
poor-rates? 

They are not liable ; that is our great cause of complaint. 

9096. Bo you consider the valuation under which the tenants are exempted 
from the poor-rate, upon the whole, a fidr and just one? 

Certainly not, and for more reasons than one. 

9097. Do you consider that a portion of those who are exempted ought, under 
a fair valuation, to be made liable to the payment of poor-rates ? 

I do. 

9098. The great bulk of the poor-rates is consequently at present borne by the 
owner ? 

It is. 

9099. Is there at present any arrear of poor-rates due from that property? 

There is some, but not much. 

9100. What amount of poor-rates has been paid by you since you have been 
agent to that property 1 

The poor-rates which I have paid have amounted, I suppose, to nearly 1,000/. 

9101. Can you state what is the amount of arrears ? 

There are no arrears which are not comprised in that sum total. There is not 
much remaining to be paid in either of the two baronies. IMiere is not much 
arrear on that estate still unpaid, nor do I think that there is any which will not 
be paid very soon. 

9102. Do you apply that to one Union only, or to both the Unions of Clifden 
and Galway ? 

To both ; one is rather more clear than the other. 

9103. Which is that? 

Clifden is rather more clear than the other. The circumstances of the rates of 
those two Unions are pecuhar. I think I am justified in saying, that although 
not paid, they may be considered to be so, because there are funds to meet them. 

9 1 04. That amount has been paid entirely by the landlord ? 

By the landlord. 

9105. Are you aware whether any rates have been collected from that portion 
of the tenants who are liable to the rates ? 

Yes, to some extent hut a great number are deficient. 

9106. Therefore, when yob speak of no rates being due from the estate, you 
are to he understood, that no portion of the rates due from the landlord are in 
arrear ? 

That is the way in which 1 should wish to be understood. 

9107. Is the amount of rate due by the tenantry considerable ? 

No; it is not considerable, because, as I said before, the great bulk of the 
rates fall upon the landlord. 

9108. Is no part of that estate under lease ? 

Yes. 

9109. In the case of leases, surely the rates should, in the first instance, be 
paid by the tenant .? 

Which has not been done, because the collection has not been made. 

91 10. Those rates are still in arrear ? 

Those rates are; I am only speaking of that which I have been, called onto 
pay. 

9111- Is there a large portion of the property under lease ? 

I should not say a large portion ; they were leases made for the occasion ; some 
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of them are good, and some are not good ; but there are not many leases for Lieutenant-Colonel 
such an enormous extent of property as that. Edward Archer. 

91 12. Are they leases prior to 1843 ? loth May 1849 . 

I believe they all of them are prior to 1843. 

9113. Is the property much subdivided? 

It was very much so ; it is less so than it was, because people have died or 
gone away, and given up and washed their hands of it. 

9114. Were you acquainted with this estate prior to the potato failure? 

I have been acquainted with the estate, as a guest and acqxiaintance of Mr. 

Martin, and as a traveller through the country, as any other gentleman would 
know the property of his neighbours. 

91 15. Prior to the failure of the potato crop, were there any parts of that 
estate in which the population living upon potatoes was, in your judgment, 
excessive, in relation to the productive power of the soil upon wliich they 
lived ? 

Decidedly. 

9116. Subsequently to the failure of the potato crops, do you consider that 
the population which was potato fed could have acquired upon their own land 
the means of living upon wheat or cereal food ? 

In a great number of instances, and to some extent, yes. 

9117. Taking those holders under 4 L, who have been accustomed upon the 
holding under 4 1. to support their families upon potatoes ; could they, upon that 
holding of 4 1., substitute a cereal food for their families, in the place of the root- 
food, the potato ? 

Perhajjs not, because wheat is not peculiar to the country. 

9118. Supposing a family holding a tenement under 4/. was enabled to subsist 
upon a land by means of potatoes, could they have raised year by year a 
sufficient crop of oats or here, or any other grain, to subsist ou upon that small 
tenement r 

I think that a great proportion of the holdings on Mr. Maitin’s estate are 
adequate to the subsistence of the families which are upon them, if they would 
only liave recourse to the cultivation of those things of which the ground is 
susceptible. 

9119. When you say “ adequate to their subsistence,” do you mean adequate to 
their subsistence with potato cultivation, or without it ? 

Without it, inasmuch as there are various other things, such as carrots and 
turnips, which they might grow. 

9120. To which you consider the soil to be adapted? 

Admirably adapted, 

9121. Could the altered mode of tillage required for the cultivation of those 
crops which you have described, which require high farming, be cai-ried into 
effect upon those small holdings ; would those small holdings admit of such a 
rotation of crops as would make high farming profitable or practicable ? 

I think so. 

9122. How many acres, for example, would be so? 

"I he acreage did not, I think, enter generally into the calculation of a holding, 
if there was a large surface ; that was not the great element of consideration. 

9123- What was the element of consideration; were many of them held in 
common ? 

In some instances they were ; the element of consideration was a certain sum 
of money, and whether it was an acre more or less, or two acres' more or less, 

I believe that was a matter of very little consideration. 

9124. Taking the class of tenants, which you have described as occupying 
tenements under 4 /. value, do you consider that a man possessed on that small 
spot the means of establishing a rotation of crops, the capital required, or the 
power of raising upon it grain food sufficient to support himself and his family ? 

I think, in a great many instances, with the advantage of the mountain run, 

(1 9. 26 .) B 3 which 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Lieutenant- Colonel 
Edtoard Archer. 

lOih May 1849. 



914 MINUTES OE EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE ON 

which they always have for their cattle, and the turbary for their turf, 1 should 
say yes ; with an industrial population, it might be so. 

9125. Had they a great surplus during the time of their being fed upon 
potatoes ? 

They had surplus sufficient to pay a very high rent. 

9126. Let us assume the general computation, that it requires three acres 
under a grain crop, to supply produce for human food, equal to one acre ot 
potatoes ; how is it possible to imagine, upon those small holdings, that there 
could be three acres of grain substituted for one acre of potatoes ? 

There are other things, besides grain, which might be grown. 

9127. For the purpose of human food, what do you mean by those other 
things? 

I mean different descriptions of roots. 

9128. Do not those require high farming and a skilful rotation ? 

1 believe they do. 

9129. Are that class of people in any degree possessed of capital or means for 
such farming as would convert the potato culture of that country, into an 
improved agricultural cultivation of wheat crops in combination with green 
crops ? 

1 think if they had given as much pains to the production of other roots as 
they do at this moment give to the cultivation of the potato, they would have 
benefited tbeir position very materially. 

9130. Is it your judgment that if they had grown turnips, for instance, in the 
place of potatoes, they could, out of the same surface of soil, have obtained the 
same amount of human food ? 

I am not qualified to judge of that, not understanding the relative proportion 
of nutriment between, potatoes and other roots ; but T have been always under 
the impression that a great portion of the holdings, if in the hands of industrious 
people, were adequate to the subsistence of themselves and tbeir families. 

9131. Do you think them adequate also to the provision of a surplus, in 
other words, to the payment of any rent, after providing for the subsistence of the 
people? 

To a diminished amount, perhaps. 

9132. Is it the case, in your judgment, that those holdings under 4 L, without 
the potato culture, would be adequate to the support of a family as to the pay- 
ment of rates and taxes, and yield a surplus to the proprietors? 

I do not think so, because the holdings are far too small, and no probable 
success is to be anticipated as long as they continue so. 

9133. la the event of making them larger, must not there be a consolidation 
of the farms, leading to a diminution of the number of tenants ? 

At first sight that would appear almost to be a palpable and self-evident fact ; 
but I think not, because there is an ample space of land for the location of 
the people in other places. 

9134. There is a large extent of waste land in that country? 

A great extent. 

9135. A good deal of it is mountain land ; primary rock, is not it? 

A considerable quantity is. 

9136. And a good deal of it is bog? 

Yes. 

9137. From your knowledge of that part of Ireland, and your observations as 
connected with that estate, are you able to state any successful instances of bog 
culture and reclamation, by which, in the absence of the potato, individuals can 
be located upon the land and provide for their own subsistence ? 

1 can only name one instance throughout the whole of that country which 
came under my own observation, and this was a tenant of Mr. Martin. 

9138. Did he fix upon a bog ? 

He is tie gentleman who has the fishery at Ballynahinch ; he has pursued 
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farming avocations, and, if I may trust his report to me, with the greatest success. 
I know, from my own observation, that he had nothing but bog upon which to 
exercise his skill ; and 1 have seen what appeared to me magnificent crops. 

9139. Was he a capitalist, or an individual having the command of a certain 
degree of capital, and applying skill and labour to it? 

Yes. 



Lieulmanl-ColoTtil 
Edward Archer, 

loth May 1 843. 



9140. Does that, in your judgment, afford any exponent at all of what the 
result would be of small cottier proprietors, such as those who hold tenements 
under 10/. value in Ireland; and can you give any one instance which has come 
witloin your observation, of such settlers upon bog land being able to maintain 
themselves without potato cultivation? 

I cannot. 



9141. What was the price of labour at that time ? 

I should suppose %d. a day in the summer, and Qd. in the winter. 

9142. Does that gentleman occupy a considerable farm? 

Not a very large one ; he is occupied in his salmon fishery, andhe rents oyster 
banks ; he also preserves meat ; and those are his principal occupations ; his 
farming avocations are only adjuncts to his other employments. 

9143. When you stated that the occupiers of those small holdings might, as 
you thought, by a different system of cultivation, have provided the means of 
maintaining themselves and their families, you contemplated those holdings being 
occupied by a more industrious and more skilful class of persons than those who 
now occupy them r 

(.'ertainly ; and when I was asked the question as to the point of rent, it did 
not enter into my mind to say that there would be a very large surplus, as there 
was before with the potato. I meant to say that the holdings were sufficient for 
the subsistence of the people upon them, in a great many instances ; but I beg 
leave to say, that I think the holdings are far too small for anything like a fair 
profit to come out of them to the landlord. 

9 144. Take the Union of Clifden itself : it appears that in the Union of Clifden 
last year the utmost amount of rate that was collected was 2,529/., and that it 
required 17,666 /. above the rate from extra sources to keep the people alive, and 
that, even with that aid, the debt had augmented in the year from 937 /. to 
4,300 1 . ; do you believe, without the potato as an article of food, it would be 
possible to support that amount of people in the Union of Clifden? 

It is yet to be ascertained whether the population is greater in proportion to 
the land than it ought to be. I confess I do not know much about those figures, 
because the gentlemen of the county have nothing to say to them. I know 
nothing about the figures of the Clifden Union. All I know is that we have paid 
Guardians, and very glad we are to get them, in the present state of the country. 

9 145. Having paid Guardians who have the entire power of taxing at their 
discretion, and who, it appears from these papers, have exercised their powers as 
far as they thought just and reasonable, when they have been only able to raise 
so small a sum as 2,529/. in the year, and 17,666/. in addition to that was required ; 
do you believe that the population can be supported in that Union r 

I should like to know how that expenditure was made ; the Clifden Union did 
not pass for one of the model Unions of Ireland. 

9146. Do you believe that without potatoes the Clifden Union can support 
the population which is now upon it ? 

It may not at this moment, but I believe it will some of these days, when the 
population becomes proportioned to the productiveness of the land. 

9147. Do you anticipate the population being distributed, or that there shall 
be a reduction of the population ? 

If it so turns out that the new course of cultivation (admitting the potato to 
have passed away, and that a different course of cultivation ensues) is not sufficient 
for the number of the people, that number must subside in proportion to the 
amount of food which is produced. 

9148. Supposing that property were purchased by any one whom you had to 
advise as a capitalist to turn it to the best account, are there parts of that country 
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in which you would recommend that assistance should be given towaMs tlic 
emigration of certain portions of the small holders of those 4/. tencmeiitsr 

Yes, I should be very glad indeed to see it. 

9149. Do you think you could carry on the improvement of those districts 

where those small holdings exist, so as to procure the largest amount ot produce 
for human food, and introduce a good system of agriculture, without assisting a 
great number of those persons to emigrate ? _ _ _ 

It would facilitate my ulterior mo/ements, having emigration to aid me. 

9150. Supposing you had the command of adequate capital which yon wished 
to employ in the improvement of the Clifden district and Hallinahinch estate, 
do not you think the expenditure of a certain portion of that capital in providing 
for the population, which was in excess in certain districts, would be an advan- 
tageous employriient of the capital, with a view to the interest of the estate ? 

I do ; if you will permit me to append to that reply a remark which comes 
naturally to my mind, it is this, that when I advocate emigration, it is because 
I feel most earnestly that, with the population as I find them, and with their 
habits with them alone, I should have no chance of success. 

9151. By the Poor Law Returns, it appears that in the Union of Clifden the 
population was 33,465: that the area was 189,504 statute acres, and by the 
Agricultural Returns for the year 1847, it appears that there are only 5,527 acres 
under crops, being a proportion of above six persons to one acre in cultivation ; 
do you thiuk it would he possible, in case of the potato not returning, that such 
a population could be maintained in that Union, under those circumstances 1 

I should say, that if the population were to continue, it must bring other land 
into cultivation. 

9152. What has prevented that laud being hitherto brought into cultivation ? 

The want of capital, and the want of security. 

9153. During the time you have been connected with tliat part of the country, 
has the security of life or property been interfered with by any outrages which 
have fallen under your observation 1 

No ; not as regards life : but I may take this opportunity of stating, that 
I should wish to see a very different order of things existing in respect to the 
administration of the law as connected with property. 

9154. In what respect do you think the administration of the law, with 
reference to the security of the country, might be improved ? 

The administration of the law is, in my opinion, very defective, not only in 
the absence of the law, but, in some measure, in the administration of that part 
of it which is administered. We are very deficient in Magistrates; 1 could 
point out a very large tract of country where, for months together, there was 
not a Magistrate witliiu many miles. I could also show, that at Roundstone, 
weeks, and, I think, months, have passed without Petty Sessions. I could point 
to other parts of the country in which the Petty Sessions have been held at long 
intervals, and to cases where the people have to travel 20 or 25 Irish miles to 
attend them. In fact, every man’s hand is now against property, and there- is 
no person to protect us. If a sheep is stolen, and the crime is as plain as the 
sun at noon-day, perhaps the police have to ti’avel 25 or 26 Irish miles before 
the man can be committed, and there is then a chance of not finding the Magis- 
trate at home. The Stipendiary Magistrate, who is stationed’ at Clifden, is 
sometimes 40 or 50 English miles away, collecting poor-rates, leaving the more 
particular part of his duty undone. In fact, we are labouring under the very 
greatest want of the administration of justice; we are, so to speak, without the 
pale of the British Constitution and of British law. 

9155. Can you state how many Magistrates are resident in the Clifden Union ? 

In the Clifden Union — there is one at Clifden, who is sometimes there and 

sometimes not. 

9156. Besides the Stipendiary Magistrate ? 

Yes, at the Killeries there is another Magistrate, General Thompson. Mr. 
Graham is also a Magistrate, but very often out of the country. We have one other 
Magistrate at Oughterard, which is 26 Irish miles from Clifden ; neither have we 
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any nearer than Spidal, Mr, Andrew Blake ; so that, as I can point out in that 
portion of Galway, I liave known the whole country without a Magistrate, there 
not being one Magistrate in it from one part to another. Our County Quarter 
Sessions are peculiar to the country ; they are half-yearly, and not quarterly ; 
the consequence is, that I have frequently been obliged to pass by depredations 
upon the property connected with my charge, which it would be useless endea- 
vouring to bring to justice. The feeling throughout the country is, that we are 
wholly neglected, and as for sowing or planting, or keeping anything, the people 
say, what is the use of it ? there is much more trouble in keeping it, than loss in 
not having it. 

9157. Do you think that it would tend to the preservation of order in the 
country if an additional number of Stipendiary Magistrates were appointed ? 

Decidedly j the people of that country are very amenable to justice. 1 must 
do them the credit to say, that the law, if it shows itself in the hands of discreet 
persons, is obeyed. We ai-e peculiarly situated there ; the physical configuration 
of the country is such as to require a greater force there than elsewhere ; the 
means of communication are very peculiar ; sometimes by sea, and sometimes 
by land, where we have no roads or bridges ; we labour under many difficulties, 
which are not felt elsewhere. 

9158. Those difficulties, of course, make the resident gentlemen, who are 
Magistrates, more irregular than they otherwise would be in the performance of 
those duties from which they derive no profit or emolument ? 

Decidedly so ; with the exception of one gentleman, Mr. Uobertson, who has 
the fishery of Balllnahinch, I do not know a person within 10 or 15 miles of 
me to whom the power of a Magistrate could be delegated ; we have no person 
who could discharge such duties there ; there are few or no gentry resident in the 
country. 

9159. There is a Stipendiary Magistrate resident at Galway, is there not ? 

There is. ” • 

9160. And those are the only two in those extensive baronies? 

The only two ; the returns of the attendance of the Stipendiary Magistrates 
at those Petty Sessions would really be a document of considerable interest ; it 
would show how long the intervals are between the attendance of the Stipendiary 
and other Magistrates. 

9161. Is there any record kept by means of which it would be possible to 
ascertain that ? 

Yes, I had it in ray possession not long ago. I think jmur Lordships would see 
that the Petty Sessions at Roundstone have been few and far between. 

9162. A Stipendiary Magistrate cannot, by himself, hold a Petty Sessions, can 
he? 

He can for a trespass case, but not for assault cases, I believe. 

9163. He hardly, in any cases, has sumraax 7 jurisdiction 1 

1 think not. 

9164. Do you find that the Stipendiary Magistrates at Galway and at Clifden 
are generally active in the discharge of their duties ? 

I know one more intimately than I do the other; he is very efficient, and I 
think he is very much concerned that his orders are such as to take him to a 
distant part of the country, and to a different duty from that to which he was 
appointed ; he finds that the duty upon which he is employed must entirely take 
him from that to which he more appropriately belongs, that of a Stipendiary 
Magistrate. 

9165. Is there a desire on the part of the more respectable class of persons in 
those baronies generally, to have an additional number of Stipendiary Magis- 
trates r 

Decidedly ; there is no question about it ; we are suffering from the want of 
additional Magistrates, and there is room, I would say, for two more such 
Magistrates. 

9166. Do you believe that there would be any indisposition on the part of 
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the gentlemea of the country to see an addition made to the Stipendiary 

l^shonld think not ; we have, in the first place, very few gentry, or indeed, I. may 
say, none, in my part. I should bail the advent of any two or three wiUi tUo 
greatest satisfaction. 

9167. You have stated that the rates payable by the landlord have been paid, 
or are now in course of payment, on the Connemara property 

They are in such a condition as to warrant me in saying they will be paid. 

9168. Of what properties does the Clifden Union principally consist ? 

There are three or four large properties. 

9169. Will you state the names? 

The largest are those belonging to the following gentlemen: Mr. Uarcy, 
Mr O’Neih Mr. St. George, Lord Ffrench, Mr. Graham and General '1 bompson ; 
there are other properties, I believe, but they are very trilling, and therefore 
I need not enumerate them. 

9170. Do you happen to know whether the rates upon those properties have 
been paid to the same extent as those upon the Connemara property ? 

1 am told there are arrears still due, but upon whose property they are due, 
I do not know'. 



9171. Are the proprietors of those estates resident or non-resident? 

Some are non-resident. 

9172. Are those who are resident acting Magistrates? 

Yes, they are ; I only know of two of the resident gentry who are Magistrates. 

9 1 73. Are they pretty regular in their attendance on their magisterial duties ? 

I do not know; there is a general complaint even in the other imi't of 
Connemara of the want of attendance of the Magistrates, because they have lo 
come a very great distance ; they live a long way off. 

9174. Where a Magistrate would have to go 20 or 25 miles to the Dotty 
Sessions Court, of course he would not be likely to attend so- regularly as if ho 
had only to go five or six miles ? 

Precisely so. 

9175. Have you any suggestions to offer with respect to the working of the 
Poor Law in the part of the. country to which you belong ? 

My objections to the Poor Law 1 can state to your Lordships. I Ihink it is a 
capital error that there should be any exemptions from the operation of the rating 
to the Poor Law. I cannot conceive any person out of the poor-house who 
should not be -called on in some degree to take care of those wlio arc in it ; 
I think that a capital error, and one which operates in more ways tlian one 
detrimentally to the country. 

9176. You allude to the 4/. occupiers? 

I do ; I think that limiting the operation of rating of the Poor Law to those 
over 4 /. is detrimental to the best interests of the country, as it is injuriou.s 
generally to property, and injurious also to the holder of less than 4 1 . ; it causes 
the ill-feeling of the landlord towards him ; the landlord’s interest, of course, is 
to get rid of that man, and to make a larger holding ; therefore, as long as there 
is the exemption of occupiers, of 4/. and under 4/., so long will such a person 
have the ill-feeling of the landlord towards him. I think it does operate in that 
w'ay. 



9177. Does not it also remove from the holders of those small tenements any 
interest in the well-working of the Poor Law ? 

Decidedly ; I think they should he made as much interested in the well- 
working of the Poor Law as the landlord. 

9178. Was not the difficulty and expense of collecting the rates prior to the 
iteration of the law so great as to make it almost possible ? 

I cannot say, for I w'as not in the country. 

9179. Are you aware that in many cases the amount of rate payable by such 
occupiers did not amount to a penny ? 

That 
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That might easily have been obviated by the landlord taking upon himself the Heutenavt-Colonel 
payment of those rates. Edward Archer. 

9180. Are not you aware, generally speaking, that the permissive power was lothMay 1849 . 

almost entirely inoperative ; that no landlords could be found, or very few, to 

undertake the payment of those rates ? 

I do not know why they should not have done so. I would, conditionally, 
willingly take it upon me. 

9181 . If there were a power given to the landlord to recover from the tenant 
those rates, in such a case there would be no objection on the part of the landlord, 
in many instances, to make the advance ? 

I should say certainly not ; and from the experience I have had of that country, 

1 should be yery glad to see it. 

9182. You are probably acquainted with the management of English land as 
well as Irish land ; do you think, whatever the law may be, there is practically 
the same power in the hands of the Irish landlord to enforce the law, or to enforce 
a special covenant between himself and his tenant, as exists between the same 
parties in England ? 

I do not know. I have never been connected with land in England, nor with 
any laud except in Ireland. 

9183. Do not you think that in the management of Irish land, taking the 
covenants which may subsist between you and a tenant, or taking the power of 
recovering possession if a lease is expired, or ejecting a tenant for non-payment 
of rent, or any other legal cause, in which the enforcement of a covenant and 
ejectment in England would be a matter of every day occurrence and of entire 
facility, there is any such facility and security in Ireland? 

Most certainly not. They are in two different parts of the world. 

9184. By that you mean that they are morally and socially distinct, however 
they may be geographically near and politically united? 

I know it to my cost. 

918.5. Will you state to the Committee in what the main points of distinction 
between the tvm communities consist? 

In the absence of the protection of the law, which is afforded to you here, and 
wliich we have not there ; I base all my objections upon the absence of that 
protection which the law gives you here. 

9186. Do not you think that the protection which the law gives in a country 
like England is very much measured by the extent of public opinion which 
accompanies the law, which enforces by opinion that which the law does not 
condescend to enforce by force ? 

Partly so ; and give me public opinion in Ireland, and I should be contented. 

9187. If there be a public opinion in Ireland, is it generally for the law or 
against the law ? 

Against it. 

9188. Is it to that fact that you trace the great difficulty of enforcing the law 
in Ireland? 

Yes ; I think the facility of evading it is such that everybody attempts it ; 
high and low, I may say. , 

9189. And that evasion of the law is not considered either as dispaceful, nor 
does it create any antipathy on the part of the mass of the community by whom 
it is practised ? 

Not the slightest. 

9190. You have spoken of the few Magistrates who are residing in the dis- 
tricts, and you have spoken of it as a great cause of difficulty and complaint ; is 
not the condition of the gentry in those parts of Connaught with which you 
have been acquainted, such as to make them at the present moment broken 
down in circumstances, and daily exposed to greater risks and difficulties in the 
performance of their ordinary functions as country gentlemen and as Magis- 
trates ? 

Decidedly; that that has operated upon them, there can be no doubt. 

(19.26.) 9191. Rebus 
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9191. Rebus sic stantibus, supposing the failure of the potato to continue, and 
the same amount of charges for rates and otherwise to be levied, what do you 
think vdll be the condition of the gentry in a fe.w years in that country ? 

We have no gentry living on their estates. I take my position in Connemara, 
and North, South, East and West, with the exception of a small corner in the North 
of the Clifden Union, there are no such persons as gentry with unincumbered 
estates. On Mr. Martin’s property there is nobody, on Mr. O’Neil’s property 
there is nobody ; we go Eastward or Southward, and there is not a person witli 
20/. a year to be found. 

9192. Those are not the estates of absentee proprietors, are they? 

I think three of them are absentees. 

9193. Are those evils which you have described, and to which you have attri- 
buted much of the inconvenience of which you complain, equally to be found 
upon the estates of Irish proprietors resident in Ireland, and upon those of 
English proprietors resident in this country ? 

I think the evil is general. 

9194. You state that there are some of those estates which belong to absentee 
proprietors, and others which belong to resident proprietors ; in the particulars 
you have been describing, are the people better off upon the estates of those who 
are resident than of those who are absent ? 

Yes, decidedly they are, but still not to that extent as to make it general. I 
put my finger upon one or two persons whom I know. 

9195. In the case of the great Ballinahineh estate, where you have described 
this total absence of Magistrates, and the difficulty of enforcing the law, and the 
subdivision into small tenements opposing difficulties in the way of improved 
culture, that is the estate of a resident family, is not it ? 

No, they are absent. 

9196. They have been resident ? 

They have been, but it was something equivalent to an absenteeism, for they 
were incapacitated to take that part in the administration of their estate which 
different circumstances would have enabled them to do, and therefore they were 
to all intents and purposes absentees. 

9197. You mean incapacitated from their private circumstances ? 

Yes. 

9198. You trace the inconveniences you have described, ratlier to particular 
circumstances and to the want of means to improve the property, than to the 
accident of whetlier they were resident or non-resident? 

I should prefer a resident proprietor; but at tbe same time I think that great 
good may be done by a discreet person in his place. 

9199. Still is there any visible distinction between the estate of Mr. Martin, 
which you have described, and the estates of those individuals whom you have 
alluded to as absentees? 

Lord Ffrench, as I understand, has never been there ; Mr. O’Neil has not been 
resident for some time. 

9200. There are gentlemen who, though not resident upon the one estate, are 
still resident in Ireland upon another estate? 

They are away from those particular estates to which I allude, and I only 
speak as to the condition of those estates. 

9201. You consider in the light of an absentee a person residing in another 
part of Ireland, and who occupies land in that other part of Ireland ? 

Yes, as respects the particular estate, he is an absentee, I consider. 

9202. Is not the effect of a proprietor being resident in another part of 
Ireland, precisely the same, quoad the estate, as if he were resident in England ? 

Yes. 

9203. Is there greater neglect upon those estates than there has been on the 
Ballinahineh estate ? 

I feel diffident in speaking much of the Ballinahineh estate ; till the late' 
Mr. Martin’s death, there was not that neglect, because a very large sum of 

money 
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money was expended upon Baliinaliinch, with what discretion I will not say ; but 
there was a very large sum expended, and perhaps the results have not been so 
beneficial as they might have been. 

9204. Expended for the purpose of improvement ? 

Yes. 

9205. There w’ere also large sums expended on behalf of the public, in making 
coast roads round the whole of Galway ; was not that, in itself, a great source of 
improvement to the district ? 

Yes, it was; and would have been very much greater had they not left off 
in the middle ; had we those roads, I think we should do a great deal better than 
is the case at present. 

9206. Have you any further suggestions to make to the Committee ? 

I have a great objection to the rating of 4/. holdings. Secondly, I think I 
could point out that the operation of the Poor Law is very much crippled by the 
want of means at the disposal of the authorities to carry it out. In that part 
of Ireland we are very much dependent upon a class of society whom I do not 
consider adequate to the trust reposed in them, and not only does the Poor Law 
itself suffer, but the recipients of the Poor Law Relief sutler likewise ? 

9207. In what respect do you consider them to suffer ? 

Virtually, the operation of the Poor Law is in the hands of the Relieving 
Officer and the Collector, and many instances have come to my knowledge in 
which they are very deficient indeed as regards both the landlords and the 
unfortunate poor; they are not of that class of people in whom I have the 
slightest confidence, knowing full well that they are very deficient in those 
principles which would induce them to perform their duty conscientiously and 
well. 

9208. In what respect have you observed the deficiency to bear upon the 
just administration of the law? 

In an abstracticn from the rights of the poor people, and in the injury done 
to the landlord ; for example, people ai-e continued upon the poor-rates as 
recipients of relief, who have no right or title to be so. Others, again, are put 
off at the will of the Relieving Officer. He has also too large a district, in a 
great many instances ; and although we have pointed out the evils occasionally 
to the Poor Law Inspectors and Guardians, still their answer has been, “ We 
took the best we could find and such is the fact, I believe. 

9209. Are they of a class of persons who in your judgment are liable to be 
warped by personal favouidtism 1 

Exceedingly so ; and I feel I have suffered by it on many occasions. 

9210. Do you think they are also persons who are liable to be acted on by 
intimidation and fear in refusing sturdy applicants for relief? 

I think their principle of action is less excusable than that. 

9211. Do you mean that they are corrupt ? 

Decidedly ; I have no doubt about the matter. 

9212. Have you any suggestion to offer for the purpose of remedying that 
grievance ? 

I have turned my attention to where I thought I could find people, and I con- 
sider that some of the pensioned non-commissioned officers, both of the navy and 
of the army, might be very properly employed in this duty. Wherever I have 
had to do with a Government officer, such as a pensioner may possibly be con- 
sidered, I felt I had a hold upon him. 

9213. There is no objection, as the law now stands, to persons of the de- 
scription you have mentioned being appointed Relieving Officer, is there? 

We have not many of that description residing in the country. I do not 
blame the Guardians ; they must take what they can get. 

9214. Your idea is, that that description of persons might be brought from 
other parts of the country, and induced to reside there for the purpose of dis- 
charging this duty ? 

Yes ; I could mention instances which come to my knowledge, in which the 
(19.26.) c 3 Collector 
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Collector and the Relieving Officer are said to have obtained land and have pur- 
chased cattle at their own prices, and put persons on or off the list, just as tUcy 
pleased. 

9215. You think that the want of local knowledge would be more than com- 
pensated for by their being uninfluenced by any of those considerations by winch 
the present officers are influenced? 

Yes; 1 have had a great deal to do, or I should have turned my attention to 
it more particularlv. I think 1 can point out in what way the o])eration ol the 
Poor Law might be made more beneficial, by some correspondence taking place 
between the Guardians and the proprietors of estates, or their ageuts, cach undcr- 
standing who the persons are who are put upon the poor-rate list, and entitled to 
the receipt of the Poor Law allowance. There is no such communication now, 
saving and except if I find a person who is holding land, I obliged to give 
information about it; but if the names were published, 1 think it would be very 
beneficial. If the names of all the recipients on each townland were published, 
so that I could go and ask for the names of all the people upon that townland, 

I should have an opportunity of telling the Guardians what the circumstances 
of those persons were. 

9216. Do you suppose if there were a book of the Union by townlands, in 
which the names of all the recipients of relief were entered, which book should 
be open to the landlord, or the rigent of the landlord, that would very much 
check abuse ? 

Precisely so ; that is the very tiling I was speaking of. We are also labouring 
under another difficulty in that part of the world. The operation of the Pooi* 
Law, as regards the Quarter Acre Clause, is this : a man will come to me who 
perhaps holds ten or twelve or fifteen acres, and he says, “ Sir, there is my land, 
here is my house, and I shall reserve this quarter of an acre to myselt with the 
house lie might as well keep the whole, for I have no power over it ; and 
moreover, if I understand rightly, the introducer of that clause never intended 
that to he the case ; it was never intended for a person who occupies an agricul - 
tural holding, to say he would reserve to himself that quarter of an acre which 
he pleased. 

9217. Have instances of that kind come frequently under your notice? 

Yes, many cases ; and it is one which is weighing very heavily upon us ; the 
holdings on that estate were about 2,000 1 . I have many offers for holdings if 
I could get the occupant out; but he refuses to go, and he is fortified in that 
resistance by the dictum of the Poor Law advisers. I must say that unless wc 
have security, unless we liave possession of the land, we are powerless ; we can 
do nothing. I am no friend to eviction ; there is plenty of room for all, but 
I should like to see such a law that I could remove a man from the middle of a 
holding which w'as disposable to some one else, even if I put him into another 
place. I would give him a house, but do not let him be an incubus upon my 
land, of which I can make no use ; 1 am obliged to pay rates for it. 

9218. There is no law in Ireland with regard to waste by the erection of 
buildings, instead of the destruction of buildings, is there; there is no law to 
prevent a man erecting buildings upon liis holding f 

None that I am aware of. 

9219. Your opinion is, that the landlord at present has not sufficient power 
to enable him to manage his estate, either for his own interest or the interest of 
the public? 

You tie him hand and foot, and then desire him to make a forced march; he 
cannot do it. 

9220. It appears upon the returns that a very great quantity of land now lies 
waste in those districts of Ireland under your observation ? 

Yes ; a great deal. 

9221. To what do you attribute the waste of those lands at the present 
moment? 

Rent is the least .objection, because that is the last thing the people consider ; 
it i.s the rates for which the Poor-rate Collector and the Cess Collector can come 
and lay hold of, -whatever a man has got. 

9222. Supposing 
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9222. Supposing those lands which now lie waste had been cultivated, would 
they have afforded the means of paying the arrears of rate before next harvest ? 

No ; not if they persisted in putting potatoes in. 

9223. Could they be made productive for the purposes of rates till the harvest 
time ? 

I think, in some measure, they niight. 

9224. Supposing the lands which are now waste had been cultivated, would 
those lands have afforded the means of paying rate, until the effect of that new 
cultivation came in at harvest? 

That would depend entirely upon the cultivation j upon what was put into the 
ground. 

9225. Whatever was put in, till it came to maturity, it would not afford the 
means of paying rate ? 

None. 

922G. If, when it came to maturity, the amount of rate was equal to the 
amount of cultivation, is there any possibility under which people could be 
induced to cultivate? 

Certainly not continuously. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned till To-morrow, 
Two o'clock. 



(19.26.) 
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Die Veneris, 11 ° Mali 1849 . 

The LORD STEWARD in the Chair. 



Mr. JOHN HOLDEN is called in, and examined as follows : 



9227. YOU are a Guardian of the Belfast Union? 

Yes. 

9228. A desire was expressed on the part of your Board that one of their 
body should be examined with respect to the proceedings of tliat Union? 

There was. 

9229. Will you state what are the points upon which you were desirous of 
giving evidence before this Committee ? 

It was not exactly my own wish, but my brother Guardians, thinking that I 
had had a good deal to do with tlie poor the last few years, requested that 
I should aEow my name to be put down. 

9230. Are you one of the elected Guardians, or one of the e.r-officio 
Guardians ? 

One of the elected Guardians. 

9231. Will you state what has been the operation of the Poor Law in the 
Belfast Union? 

Before the Poor Law came into Belfast, a great many charitable societies that 
supported the poor had been in operation. When the Poor Law came into 
operation in 1840, those societies of course ceased to contribute, as persons were 
then obliged by law to contribute to the support of the poor. 

9232. Wliat were those charitable societies? 

We had the House of Industry, in which generally they subscribed from 1,000 /. 
to 1,500 Z. a year by voluntary subscriptions ; and we had a corporate society, 
called the Belfast Charitable Society, which had certain funds arising from the 
water-works m our town ; that was the one of longest standing ; it was incor- 
porated by Act of Parliament, and it was likewise supported by voluntary 
subscription. 

9233. How much was the income of it, generally speaking ? 

Somewhere about 2,000/. a year; in 1830 the voluntary subscription was 
700 /. 

9234. Will you name any other charity that you had at Belfast ? 

There are still the Fever Hospital and Dispensary, the Ladies’ Clothing Society, 
the Deaf and Dumb and Blind Institution, and the Destitute Sick Society. 

9235. Was not there a Mendicity Society at Belfast? 

The House of Industry acted for that purpose. 

9236. Have those societies since been discontinued, having been previously 
supported by private contribution ? 

The House of Industry has ; the others have not. 

9237. Have any of those that were supported by voluntary contributions been 
discontinued? 

None but the House of Industry. 

no 27 ^ D 9238. Axe 
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Mr. John Holden. 9238. Are they as well supported by subscription now as they were before the 
- — Poor Law was introduced ? 

n 1 1 lay 1 84 9 . . the funds are scarcely one-half what they were, except the Deaf and 

Dumb and Blind Institution, which has increased. 

9239. Do you connect this decay of the private charities to which you have 
adverted with the establishment of the compulsory system of charity which is 
called the Poor Law ? 

I do. 

9240. Do you connect the diminution of those private charitable funds with 
the establishment of a compulsory Poor Law? 

Yes, it may be mainly ascribed to that. 

9241. Was the operation of those societies confined to the town of Belfast ? 

It was. 

9242. Do you consider that for the relief of destitution within the town of 
Belfast, they were as elFectual as the Poor Law? 

If your Lordships will allow me, I will explain my views upon that subject. 
Our subscriptions arose generally from a certain class ; there were individuals 
who subscribed to all our charitable institutions ; they were disposed to do so ; they 
did so from a charitable disposition. A larger class never gave anything to those 
charitable institutions. Then when the Poor Law came into operation, it caused 
those people to he on the same footing with the charitable; therefore, in my 
humble opinion, it has done much good. Another feeling which always operated 
upon the mind of a charitable individual before we got our Poor Law, was, 
that destitution and want might extend to a certain class without their having 
received public charity ; the Poor Law supplying funds to every destitute person, 
removes that fear ; so that when you see a poor person, knowing that there is 
an ample provision made by law for that poverty, it reconciles a ]>erson’s mind 
to say to him, “ Yon are not in want,” or “ There must be some cause ; if you 
are a proper person to receive relief, there are means of relief for you and that 
certainly has taken away a great inducement to the charitable to give ; and it 
has likewise made those people who were not so disposed, contribute a portion 
to the support of the poor. 

9243. Do not you think that, on the whole, the advantage of compelling all to 
contribute to the relief of the poor is greater than the disadvantage of, in some 
degree, checking the charitable feelings of those who pi-eviously relieved their 
wants by voluntary contribution? 

I think so. 

9244. You consider, therefore, that upon the whole the balance of good is in 
favour of the introduction of the Poor Law ? 

Certainly. 

9245. Do not you believe that the sum levied for the town of Belfast under 
the Poor Law is infinitely greater than the sums which were obtained by volun- 
tary subscription before ? 

Certainly. 

9246. And that the relief of destitution has been upon the whole more 
effectual ? 

Certainly ; it is more general. 

9247. The town of Belfast is one of the most opulent and thriving towns in 
Ireland ? 

I think so. 

9248. Does your view, with respect to the advantage of contribution by a 
compulsory rate for the poor, carry you to the extent of thinking that it will be 
expedient to levy an additional rate upon the town of Belfast in aid of the 
destitution of other parts of Ireland ? 

That touches on another subject, on which I must beg leave to dissent from 
that view ; I think not. 

9249. You do not carry your view.s to that extent ? 

I do not. 

9250. Is 
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9250. Is that an opinion generally prevalent amongst the people of Belfast ? 

I am quite sure it is. 

9251. A disinclination to such a rate? 

Perhaps further than that. 

9252. Do they consider it very unjust? 

Very unjust. 

9253. Of course, the successful administration of your functions as Guardians 
depends veiy much upon your success in levying the rate : up to this time, have 
you collected your rates with facility and comfort in the town of Belfast? 

We have, generally speaking. 

9254. What has been the amount of those rates for the average of years ? 

The first was bd. in the pound in the year 1842 j in 1843 much the same ; it 

went on then to 10 tZ. in 1845. 

9255. What was it in 1846? 

I think it was the same ; I cannot exactly say. In 1847 it was 1 j. 3d., and 
in 1848, Is. 3d. The last rate that we struck was Is. 3r/. ; these rates are 
generally struck twice in each year. 

9256. When you speak of the rate, do you mean on the Union in general, or 
merely in the Electoral Division of Belfast? 

I speak of the Electoral Division of Belfast and the Electoral Division of 
Ballymacarrett. 

9257. What is the Poor Law valuation of the Belfast Electoral Division? 

Mr. Griffith’s valuation was 1I5,000Z. At present it is 195,000?., or 

thereabouts. 

9258. Is that of the Union ? 

No, it is the valuation of the Electoral Division of Belfast. 

9250. Then an additional tax of 2^ per cent, upon that large amount of 
property would only be 4,875 1. a year ; should you feel pretty equally confident 
of being able to collect in addition 4,875?, a year, or 2^ per cent, upon your 
valuation ? 

There are difficulties arising in all cases in collecting money, if the person from 
whom it is collected is not disposed to give it. We raised, in tlie unfortunate 
circumstances of our country in the latter part of 1846 and the year 1847, by 
voluntary subscription, 21,292?.- 

9260. In aid of the general distress? 

In aid of the general distress of Ireland; I myself, as an humble individual, 
have been connected with societies for the last 20 years. 

9261. With the charitable societies ? , 

With the charitable societies generally ; when we found the distress prevailing 
very much, we established a soup kitchen by a private society, of which I am an 
humble member, for which we collected 4,000?. ; then in order that we might 
extend our charity beyond our own boundary, when the people in the South 
and West were so much oppressed, and their food was gone, we raised 7,148?. ; 
that is what we call the “ General Relief Fund.” “ The Belfast Connaught Asso- 
ciation,” raised 6,144?. The ladies tookup the sameobject with us, and for the 
“ Connaught Ladies’ Association” we raised nearly 4,000?. The21,000?. is made 
up of those items. 

9262. Supposing that you bad been subjected to a 2i per cent, rate in aid 
of Connaught, and the distressed parts of Ireland at that time, do you think 
that you would have been able to raise that 21,000?. by voluntary contribution ? 

I believe we should not. 

9263. Then, if 2J per cent, upon 195,000?. would amount to 4,875/. a year, 
would not the effect of that have been to have deprived the distressed districts 
of that voluntary contribution of 21,000?., in exchange for a rate of 4,875?. ? 

It certainly would; 1 say that unhesitatingly. 

(19.27.) D 2 9264. Do 
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9264. Do you think that you would have got that 4,875/. by a compulsory 
rate in aid ? 

I beheve we should not have collected 4/. 

9265. Do you conceive that the collection of that rate in aid brings into any 
jeopardy or danger the collection of the ordinary poor’s-rate, of which it is 
proposed that it should in future form a part ? 

I certainly believe that it will bring it into a great deal of jeopardy. 

9266. And you, as a Guardian experienced in that matter, will not feel the 
same confidence in the collection of the rate which is required for the support 
of your own poor, if in addition to that rate you have to collect 21 per cent, 
to be administered by others, and expended in districts with which you are 
unconnected ? 

Certainly; as we would have no control over the money whatever. 



9267. Are the Committee to understand you to say, that you apprehend that 
the 6d. in the pound rate in aid will not be collected in your Electoral Division 
or Union, if it should be imposed by law? 

The feeling that prevails is this; I speak advisedly ; we are loyal persons in 
the North, every one; we imbibe our loyalty from our birth ; the very atmo- 
sphere is impregnated with loyalty for Her Majesty ; at the same time, we should 
not look upon this if it came into a law altogether as an Act of Her Maje-sty, 
but as an Act of the Ministry, of course, under Her Majesty’s sanction. But 
at the same time, it raises a certain question : will the people of the North that 
are industrious, every individual industrious almost, contribute to the wants of 
those idle persons that will not apply their hands to industry themselves r that 
is the question. 



9268. Then your opinion of loyalty is, that with reference to obeying an Act of 
Parliament, you must judge yourselves of the effect of that Act of Parliament 
before you obey or disobey it ; is not that a correct inference from your reply ? 

There are certain Acts of Parliament or laws that may be forced by the' arm 
of the law on individuals, and their object in that case is to get rid of it by 
every legal means, not to comply with it, if it is forced upon them. If we are 
involved in this rate in aid (I dare say that is the question), I fear very much 
that though it may.be acquiesced in, there will be such a determination not to 
pay taxes, that will endanger other regular paid taxes ; I am afraid of it. Now, 
if your Lordships will allow me, T will state a case; I know a landlord who has 
two townlands within seven miles of Belfast; he offered a short time before I 
received your Lordships’ summons to pay all the taxes and poor-rates, and give 
the tenants 1.5 per cent, if they came in and paid the rent on the 1st of May 
and there was not a single individual that paid, except one, I state this to let 
your Lordships know that small fanners are paying as much as they possibly 
can_ at present ; let anything unhinge that, and then I fear very much that the 
feeling would be, “ Here is now a thing imposed upon us that we ought not 
to pay, and I will oppose the principle.” 



9269. Your opinion is, that the tax in question will not be resisted, but will 
be evaded ? 

_ Evaded ; I do not think that in the North of Ireland any party would rise 
m opposition ; they will not lay violent hands upon the Collector, or anythinu of 
that kiud ; but I think they will allow the law to go in snob way as this ■ they 
Thl^^'T “y property, or use the law.’t 

11 / *“'£8s up a cow or a horse, or any other thing beloneintf 

to a small farmer, I do not believe they would get 6 tf. for it. ° “ 

reSce?“ Wiehend will be what is commonly termed passive 

Yes, I believe that term might be applied to it. 



9271. You fear that that may extend to the collection of 
mean rents, or do you mean public taxes ? 

I mean public taxes. 



other dues j do you 



niSli “dividual and indi.i 

No, I confined it to taxes. 

9273 ; The 
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9273. The illustration you gave of the refusal of farmers to meet a liberal Mr. J-Jm Holden. 
offer on the part of tl\e landlord, was to show the difficulty they have at this 

moment to meet the claims upon them ; not an indisposition to meet them ? ^ 

Not an indisposition, but from want of means. 

9274. Was it supposed that the rents upon that particular estate to which 
you allude were high, as compared with rents generally in the neighbourhood ? 

Certainly not ; I only give this to establish the fact, that the contributors, or 
those that have to pay poor-rates, have not the means of doing more than they 
are doing ; and anything to unhinge that which is regularly going on, would 
have a tendency, it is feared, to raise opposition to what they have been accus- 
tomed to pay, and lead them to say, “ We have been paying too much as taxes, 
and we cannot pay any more.” 

9275. You say that the feeling of repugnance, which you have described to 
the payment of this proposed compulsory rate in aid, exists on the part of many 
of those individuals who have, of their own generous cliarity, subscribed so 
nobly to the relief of those very districts for whose benefit this additional com- 
pulsory rate is now intended ? 

I believe it is the greatest number of that class. 

9276. Does any part of this repugnance, which you have described, arise out . 
of a want of feeling of confidence that the rate once imposed can either be 
limited in its duration to two years, or in its amount to (id. in the pound 1 

1 think that there is an opposition in the minds of the country against paying 
anything additional for the population of another part, that has not made a 
proper use of their own proper means, as we would have no control over the 
money so raised. Then there is an opposition likewise on this ground, if you 
open this door and you get in a sixpenny-piece (as a wedge), you will open the 
rent a little more, and put a larger piece in ; you will put a shilling in ; we do not 
know what length it will go to. 

9277. WImt is your own opinion upon that subject ; if a sixpenny rate were 
imposed by law, should you apprehend, yourseif, that it would be carried much 
fu)-ther, according to the exigency of the case? 

My own impression is, that it would. 

9278. As a member of society at Belfast, should you feel the same disposition 
to embark capital, subject to that apprehension, as if that apprehension did not 
exist? 

Certainly not. 

9279. Do you think that tells upon the industrious classes at Belfast; that 
the apprehension of an extended rate in aid for other parts of Ireland, with 
which they are not connected, indisposes them to the investment of capital, and 
to the extension of industry ? 

I am quite sure it would. 

9280. Does the tenant-right prevail in your part of Ulster, and the vicinity ? 

To a certain extent. 



9281. The inhabitants of Ulster ai-e much attached to their principle of tenant- 
right which so exists ? 

They are. 

9282 Under that tenant-right the tenants have, up to this time, had a quali- 
fied interest, capable of being represented in a money value by way of sale of their 
tenant-right ? 

They h^ave. 



9283 Since the declared intention of the Government and of the House of 
Commons to impose a rate in aid, has the value of the tenant-right experienced 
any very considerable alteration in the North of Ireland ; is it as saleable as 



it was? 



The thing has only been recently introduced by the Government, and therefore 
it has not had great effect yet; but I am quite prepared to say, that it it was 
passed (at present they hope that it will not be passed), then it wopld have that 
effect. 



(19.ti7.) 



D 3 



9284. But 
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9284. But it lias not yet had that elFect to any extent ? 

They are lingering still with the hope that it will not be passed by the House 
of Lords. 

9285. Speaking for yourself, supposing you had 10,000/. disposable to invest 
in the purchase of the tenant-right of a good block of land, upon a well-managed 
estate, should you feel the same disposition to purchase the tenant-right of that 
farm, when the rate in aid had passed ? 

Certainly not. 

9286. Are the Committee to understand you to say that the rate-payers in 
your neighbourhood generally are not in a condition to bear any additional burden 
whatever at present ? 

I was alluding to the farmers ; the farmers are not. I make a distinction 
between the two classes. 

9287. Will you state the distinction, and the extent to which you would carry 
it, as to the abilities of the different classes to pay, or not to pay, this 2 per 
cent. ? 

Your Lordships are aware that we are manufacturing people in the North of 
Ireland, especially in the town of Belfast; my firm gives employment to some 
eight or ten thousand people fin a certain branch ; the manufacturing class of 
people, perhaps, would be as well prepared now to pay the sixpenny rate in aid, 
the 2^ per cent., as ever they were ; but if we take the other class of people, 
I say they are not. 

9288. The other class being farmers ? 

Yes. 

9289. What do you consider to' be the cause of their depression at present ; is 
it in any way connected with the Poor Law ? 

I think it may be. It is a tax put upon us that never was before ; and it 
certainly must have a certain weight. But there is another cause for it ; the 
farmers formerly were able to get a better price for their produce than they are 
now; for instance, within my own knowledge, in the year 1817, a farmer was 
able to get four times the price for his produce that he is now ; therefore that 
certainly must have a very serious effect upon the class of farmers that I have 
alluded to. 

9290. Have you any idea what was the valuation of the Union at the time to 

which you allude ; do you consider tliat the agricultural property in the Union 
of Belfast is at this moment worth more than it was in the year 1817, or less, 
taking the fee-simple estate of the whole Union ? ’ 

Your Lordships are aware that we had no valuation of our county till the year 
1838 ; therefore i cannot give any decided answer upon that; but speakin"' of 
the value of the land immediately about the neighbourhood of Belfast, as Belfast 
is a rising town, it Js certainly of more value now, exactly in the neighbourhood 
of the town, than it was in the year 1817. 

9291. Does not it chiefly arise from the great additional quantity of buildings 
and factories that have been since that period erected ^ 

Yes. 

9292. Is it not owing to the development of the manufacturing and com- 
mercial industry, as shown by the increase of their factories, by the improvement 
of their harbours, and by the extension of their foreign and domestic trade ? 

Certainly. 

9293. That great increase of commercial transactions has produced a very 
considerable rise in the yalije of laud in the immediate vicinity of Belfast ? 

Just so. J - . 

9294. Have you formed any calculation of the different proportions of the 

rate paid by persons in your Union that you would term agricultural rate-iiavers 
and by urban rate-payers? ^ ^ ’ 

I cannot state that exactly, 



9295. It 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




THE OPERATION OF THE IRISH POOR LAW. 



931 



9295. It is presumed that round Belfast there are in the country various villas 
and residences, with small portions of land attached to them, that are inhabited 
by persons, the source of whose income is derived from pursuits in the town ? 

Certainly. 

920C. Therefore the mere fact of a man living in the country would not ne- 
cessarily include him in the farming interest ? 

Certainly not ; I thought the question referred to landed proprietors generally 
in the Union ; I think the observation in the last question only extends to the 
immediate neighbourhood of the town. 

0297. Looking at the money they have invested in those villas and residences, 
and probably in the very superior cultivation of the ground adjoining them, it is 
presumed that they must include a considerable amount of rated property? 

Yes ; in the neighbourhood of Belfast the property has considerably advanced 
in value ; for instance, taking Hollywood, which is three miles and a half from 
Belfast, that has considerably increased in value ; it is a watering-place. 

9298. That is in the Union of Belfast ? 

Yes. 



9299. Then it may he presumed, that by far the greatest proportion of rate 
paid in Belfast would not be paid by persons who can properly be designated as 
of the agricultural class ? 

It would not ; but I understood the question to extend beyond Belfast ; I was 
asked with respect to farmers in the North of Ireland holding under tenant- 
right. 

0300. It appears that the area in statute acres of the Union of Belfast, is 
47,752 acres, and that the Electoral Division of Belfast contains but 4,166 
acres; if we deduct the 4,166 acres from the 47,752 acres, may not it be con- 
sidered that the remainder is the rural part, and tliat the part of which you have 
been particularly speaking, where the buildings and this great wealth exist, is 
within the 4,166 acres ? 

Yes. 



9301 . You are aware that the Poor Law valuation of the Electoral District of 
Belfast is 195,072 1. ? 

Yes, that is our valuation, according to the present valuators ; but Mr. Grif- 
fith’s valuation is not the same; it is only 115,000/. 



9302. The rate in question is paid according to the Poor Law valuation ? 

Yes ; but will your Lordships allow me to state, that in the South of Ireland, 

1 believe, they are under Mr. Griffith’s valuation, wliile in the North of Ireland, 
and especially in the Belfast Union, or in the Belfast Electoral Division, the 
valuation is nearly double ; so that admitting that we paid a tax of 2^ per cent, 
upon our valuation, it would fall more heavily upon us than upon the South 
of Ireland, which still retains the valuation which Mr. Griffith made under the 
direction of the Government. 

9303. In point of fact do you tliink this valuation which is made by your own 
Poor Law valuators is a tolerably just valuation of the amount of the property ; 
namely, 195,000 /. for the Electoral Division of Belfast? 

Being a Guardian, I must say that it is. 

9304. Are you acquainted with the Electoral Division of Ballymacarrett ? 

Y’es. 



9305. The valuation of that appears to be 124,062/. ; do you consider that a 
pretty fair valuation ? -d * 

Yes ; it was made at the lime when the Poor Law was established at Bellast. 
as I understand. 



9306. Is Ballymacarrett a thickly inhabited part ? 

The part immediately adjoining Belfast is. 

9307. Is it a suburb of the town of Belfast? _ 

Yes ; a part of it is under the municipal jurisdiction of the borough. 

/■to 27.1 4 9308. It 
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9308. It appears that in the Belfast Union those two Electoral Divisions ' 
alone amount to 319,000 ? 

I believe that is so. 



9309. You have stated that the tovni of Belfast has greatly improved within 
the last few years, from large buildings and factories having been erected there ? 
Within the last 20 or 30 years. 



9310. And that it is in consequence of that, that the value of property has been 
so much raised from the great sums of money that have been laid out in building 
factories and houses ; at the same time, has not the population augmented fully 
in proportion ? 

Yes. 



9311. With the increase of population, lias not pauperism also been greatly 
on the increase in the town and Union of Belfast r 

I am prepared to state that it has; the state of our Workhouse will prove 
that ; we had only about 600 at first, we are now at 2,700 ; but we have been 
above 3,000. 

9312. You were understood to draw some comparison between the valuation 
made of your Union and other valuations in different parts of Ireland; will you 
have the goodness to explain what you then alluded to r 

Ireland was valued, I think, in the year 1838 ; there was a certain sum put 
down for every townland in all Ireland. There are some parts in the South of 
Ireland that are not so high as they were set down at that ]ieriod ; they have 
lowered considerably since ; that is, when you take the assessments for poor-rate 
now, as compared with what they wei*e when tliey commenced. We in Belfa-st 
were set down at the same sum to commence with as the rest of all Ireland ; we 
were set down at 115,000 1 . ; but instead of lowering since that time, our valua- 
tion, according to the Poor Law valuators, is 195,0004 Then supposing there 
was a law to levy a tax of 2 ^ per cent, on all property, I do not know on 
what data you would commence to levy the tax. 

9313. Was not the principle upon which the valuation of all property was 
assessed to the poor-rate in Ireland the actual letting value of the property so 
valued, deducting certain charges ? 

I think so. 



9314. Are not there other Unions in Ireland besides Belfast, in which tlic 
valuation has been raised since 1838 ? 

I cannot answer that. 



9315. Have you any reason to doubt the fact ? 

I believe it is so in the neighbourhood of large towns. 



9310. Do not you suppose that those valuations have risen because the value 
of the property m those Unions has risen, and that the valuation has fallen in 
oti^r Unions because the value of property in those Unions has fallen ? 

Certainly ; but there must be some cause to produce that change. 



9317. May not many causes produce a depreciation of property in different 
countries, or in different parts of a country; have you not witnessed, even in 
different parts of your own Umon, that land and houses will be let higher at one 
time than they wiU he at another r ® 

Yes. 



9318; Ought not the valuations to foUow those fluctuations in the value » 
i believe they must do it. 



vo™ If strongly and distinctly the objection entertained by 

yomself, and as you believe generally throughout the North of Ireland, to the 
proposition now before Parliament of a rate in aid; have yon ever considered 

rthLtSf'” 

I have. 



application of that tax to 

I think that two or three classes would, perhaps, jar against each other upon 

that 
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that subject. I am a manufacturer. If I am able to gain 1 ,000 1. a year, if I am Mr. John Holden. 

only taxed for my own premises, the 2^ per cent, would not be a large sum ; 

but a property tax upon me, supposing I am making 1,000/. a year, would be 
a considerable sum ; then it would raise objections in certain classes, who would 
say, “I would much rather pay 2| percent, poor-rate than pay a property 
tax.” If you came to round sums, it would make a considerable difference. 

9321. Do you consider that among those classes generally who object to the 
rate in aid, tbe imposition of a property tax would be more acceptable ? 

I think it would still come to a question between two or three classes. On 
that question I must distinctly say, that there are two classes ; the class which 
I have mentioned, and the farming class. 

9322. They would have different opinions upon that question? 

I think they would ; I think there would be a difference of opinion. 

9323. You do not think, therefore, tliat the substitution of a property tax for 
a rate in aid would meet with very general approbation among the rate-payers 
composing your Union? 

No, I think not. 

9324. You are aware that during the last two years many millions have been 
paid from the revenues of England for the relief of destitution in Ireland? 

I am aware of that. 

9325. And you are aware, also, that a very large sum has been applied to 
the same object from the voluntary subscriptions of the inhabitants of different 
parts of the United Empire? 

Yes. 

9326. Do you think it just that the other parts of the United Kingdom should 
be further taxed for the relief of destitution in Ireland, without a proportion 
of the funds required for that relief being supplied by Ireland herself ? 

Will your Lordship allow me to enter upon that subject without saying yes 
or no 1 There Avas a large sum of money given by the British Government for 
the distress of Ireland; some eight millions of money; I come to this conclu- 
sion, that that money which was given by the Government was very injudiciously 
given. Our country (I am an Irishman) is a country peculiar to itself in a 
great many things ; if we take our working class, and put them in the army or 
put them into any other situation, put them in any position you like, there 
are no men better when you take them out of the nest ; but let any sum of 
money be given to persons who arc determined not to work ; let any amount 
of relief be given, no matter how large, I do not think it is doing them any 
good at all ; I think it is only nourishing and supporting an indolent spirit, and 
that you ought rather to strive to raise them out of the position in W'faich they 
are ; instead of doing good, it has made many paupers ; it has made two millions 
of paupers ; so that though England has given a large sum of money, and a 
large sum of money was expended on certain districts of the country, it has not 
produced that good effect which it would have done, had it been employed in 
some measures to make those who had nerve and youth and strength do some- 
thing for themselves. 

9327. Are not you aware that the funds so given were given in the first 
instance for works adopted at the recommendation, and to a certain extent under 
the control of the magistracy and gentry and the rate-payers of Ireland ? 

I believe they were. 

9328. If, therefore, there w'as extravagance and waste and abuse in the expen- 

diture of those funds, do you consider that the blame of that falls upon England, 
which gave the money, or upon those parties in Ireland who had tbe selection of 
the objects to which those funds were to be applied? • • v 

I believe that any sum of money might be given with the best intention, but 
yet, that that sum of money might do more harm than good. The giver may 
have the best intention, but at the same time, when that is given to individuals 
in a country, it may do more harm than good. 

9329. You have stated that the mode in which those funds have been applied 
has, in your opinion, been the means of making many paupers ; dp you not 
• (19.27.) 
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Mr. John Holden, believe that but for the application of very large funds from England, both from 
, ~ — g the public Exchequer and from private benevolence, a very great proportion of 
II - ay 1 4 9 . population of Ireland would, during the late famine, have died of hunger ? 

I am fully prepared to say that extraordinary means must have been had 
recourse to in order to supply the wants of those poor whose subsistence was 
removed from them ; but at the same time, it is necessary that every individual 
in society should make some effort in order in some way to provide for himself. 
I speak now from experience of many years of the poor. I recollect, when a lad, 
taking part in an association in the year 1817; and though we had not much 
money to spare, we distributed part of our food to them ; it was given by stealth 
to them ; they would scarcely receive it in any other way ; that was a right prin- 
ciple, which ought to be ever cultivated in society, not to break down that 
independent mind which is in every individual, leading him to strive to do some- 
thing for himself. I believe that the money which was given by the Govern- 
ment from generosity, and fixim a noble spirit, had a tendency to break down 
that principle to a great extent. 



9330. Do you believe the principle of self-reliance to be as strong amongst the 
peasantry of other parts of Ireland as in that part with which you are particu- 
larly connected ? 

It might once have been so. 

9331. Do you believe it ever to have been so ? 

The only ground upon which I can answer that question is, taking us as a 
nation, I say it did exist, as far as my own knowledge goes ; but there may be 
local circumstances connected with different districts, in consequence of which, 
perhaps, it did not exist to the same extent as it did with us. 



9332. What are those circumstances? 

I spoke of our country as an industrious people striving to do something for 
themselves ; I have said that I am not enough acquainted with the South of 
Ireland to be able to say whether that principle has been broken down there 
through any circumstances. 



9333. Are you aware of any circumstances that have occurred to break it 
down? 

If I bring my own experience to bear upon it, I have known many industrious 
people that were broken down, under circumstances, perhaps, over which they 
had no control ; for example, a family depending upon the labour of the husband ; 
the husband by death may be taken away, and the family compelled to seek for 
relief, from charity ; that must, of necessitj^ force the spirit down ; but 1 have 
known instances where I have been the means of administering relief, and where 
their feeling of independence was such that they were almost ashamed of seeing 
the distributor of those bounties afterwards, and that spirit still exists. There 
are individuals often in such circumstances that you must administer charity to 
them ; they are living in rooms, and they would not go in, perhaps, to the 
Workhouses ; they have an independent spirit, and you must give them relief 
through some other channel. Perhaps the state of thines which has existed in 
the South of Ireland may have had a tendency to break'down that feeling. 



9334. Do you believe that feeling of independence to prevail equally in the 

South as in the North of Ireland? ^ 

My own feehng is, that it does not extend to the South in the same degree. 

9335. Admitting that there may have been some fault attributable to the 
people themselves, yet when by recent circumstances they have been reduced to 
the appalling state of distress which we have witnessed, do you not consider that ' 
It was the duty of the Government and of the community at large to sten 
forward ai^ relieve them from the effects of that visitation with which Ireland 
has been afflicted ? 

Certainly, where destitntion pd want prevail, 1 think that charily onelit in all 
cases to extend; but whether .t is prudent to give that charity in a certain way 
to supply their wants, is another question. ^ 

1 “Ot ftat in some shape or other, it is just that Ireland 

should hear some addition to her present taxation, for the purpose of relieving 
the destitution that has occurred within her shores ? 
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If we were depending upon otir own exertions, if we had all our own resources JohnJioMen. 
in our own hands, then I think your Lordship’s question would come with all mh May 1849. 

due weight ; but when those resources are cut off from us as a nation, when those ^ 

resources are taken out of our hands, then I say those that have taken those 
resources out of our h<inds ought to assist us iu a ciise of necessity. 

9337. How do you consider those resources to have been taken out of your 
hands ? 

Of course, if a man sells a property, he has a right to reap what advantage he 
can out of that property, but we do not get the revenues of our country. 

9338. What do you mean when you say that you “ do not get the revenues 
of your countiy 

1 am taken upon a field here that I am not at all prepared for ; it would open 
the question of the repeal of the Union, or something of that kind ; as an indi- 
vidual, my own mind is made up that that ought not to be. 

9339. What do you mean to convey by the expression that you “ do not get 

the revenues of your country?” 

All the revenues of the country collected in different parts go into the general 
fund of the empire at large ; therefore, if by necessity we are thrown into poverty 
and destitution, to whom are we to look ; is it to a fractional part of the country, 
or is it to the country generally ? 

9340. That would affect, would it not, the whole principle of the Poor Law, 
and the application of local funds to the relief of local distress ? 

I look upon taxation for the poor in a different light from what I look upon 
taxation for the revenues of the country. 



9341. Did you mean by your former answer to imply that more money goes 
out of your country, in tbe shape of taxation, than comes into it for Iiish pur- 

^ I cannot lay my hand upon dates and figures to prove that ; I do not ^ve a 
decided answer, but my impression is that more comes into the revenues of the 
State than what is sent out. 

9342. That more is drawn from Ireland in the shape of taxation than is 
expended in Ireland for the maintenance of establishments in Ireland? 

The impression ui>on my mind is that it is so. 

9343 Of those 8,000,000 1 . vihich the Imperial Treasury furnished for the 
distresses of Ireland, did the Union of Belfast receive any portion ? 

Certainly not ; we never received a fartllinv of public money, either under le 
Temporary Relief Act, or any other Act that the Government ever instituted. 

9344. DurinK the neat distress, instead of your receiving money, did you not 
contribute, as well as England, a considerable sum for the support of the distressed 
parts of Ireland ? 

Yes. 

9345. Do you not consider that the imposition of this rate in aid upon your 
cart of Ireland, which has not received any assistance, will be a peat act of 
iniustice, by its being imposed upon Ulster for the support of Munster and 
Connaught, and not being extended over the whole United Kingdom ? 

Certainly. 

9346. Are you sure that no part of the rate in aid will be expended within 
the province of Ulster ? 

My impression is that it will not. 

9347. Not even in the county of Donegal ? 

Perhaps there might be some in the county of Donegal. 

9348. Is it not the fact that Belfast contributes more by her trade, commerce 
and manufactures towards the pubUc revenue than almost any other town m 
Ireland? 

1 believe it does. 

9349. Are you acquainted with the Returns of the different revenues derived 
from Belfast, and from other towns in Ireland ? 

(19.27.) 
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I have seen them, but I do not charge my memory with them, so as to give a 
decided answer as to the amounts. 

9350. You are acquainted with the adjacent Unions in the county of Down and 
county of Antrim? 

Yes. 

9351. Can you state what the general feeling of the inhabitants and rate- 
payers in those Unions is, as regards the lev^dng of a rate in aid ? 

Since I came away, there has been a meeting of the Poor Law Guardians of 
different Unions, in order to present a petition to the House of Lords with 
regard to this question ; so that I may say that all the Unions in the North of 
Ireland, as far as I know, are decidedly against it. 

9352. Do not you believe that in Ireland 99 out of 100 rate-payers in those 
Unions, who would have to pay 6rf. in the pound, without any prospect of 
receiving any portion of that sum so raised, have strong objections to the 
imposition of this rate ? 

1 think so. 

9353. Do not you think, that if an income tax was imposed to raise a sum for 
similar purposes, 99 out of every 100 men in Ireland, who would thereby have 
to pay a larger amount of taxation than they would by a rate in aid, would have 
also objections to the income tax ? 

I would say, let the neighbourhood or the town of Belfast be told that a 
certain sum is wanted for the purpose of supplying the wants of the jioor ; I 
say that the 7,000/. for Belfast and its neighbourhood would come; I would 
guarantee to get half a dozen gentlemen to raise that money by voluntary sub- 
scriptions in a very short time if the distress was known to require it ; so that 
it cannot he said that we are not willing to give relief to destitution and poverty 
where it is found ; that is not tlie principle ; it is not the laying a sixpenny 
rate upon us that we object to, but Hie principle of putting in a wedge. 

9354. The same principle would apply to the income tax, if it was put upon 
you to support the poor of another part of the country ; and you were under- 
stood to say, that there would be a strong objection entertained by yourself and 
others to the imposition of an income tax upon you for that purpose ? 

If my memory serves me right, I said there would be a division of opinion 
upon that question. 

9355. You were understood to say that the agricultural class would be upon 
one side, because it would affect them less than the proposed rate, and that the 
mercantile and manufacturing class would be upon the other side, because it 
would corne upon them with infinitely more weight than a rate in aid would ; was 
not that what you said ? 

Yes. 

9356. Supposing we were placed in a predicament that we must choose between 
an mcome tax and a rate in aid, which do you think, upon the whole, would be 
most acceptable to the greatest number of persons? 

A rate in aid would fall upon a class which is not in any way prepared to 
meet anything more than what is already laid upon it; an income tax would 
come upon another class of people, who would be able, perhaps, to pay occasionally 
a greater sum ; therefore a charitable mind that is disposed to give relief would 
say, “ I would rather give relief out of a sum that I have, than make hundreds 
m paupers, and throw them upon the Unions, by putting a heavier tax upon 



9357. Is it practically your opinion that in the Union with which you are 
acquainted, the levying of fid. in the pound would create any more paupers ? 

1 am inclined to think, that if trade went on as it has been going on for some 
time. It would not throw many more into the Workhouse in that district. I am 
ta.lking now of the Electoral Division of Belfast. If you confine it to Belfast, it 
wiJl not i but if you extend it to the country, I fear it will. 

9358. Do yon think that levying an additional rate of 6d. in the pound would 
create paupers m the country districts f 

1 beheve it would. 

9359. Supposing 
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9359. Supposing that the 6 in the pound was not levied immediately, butthat 
a rate in aid of 6 d. in the pound, in addition to the rates which would be required 
for the purpose of the Electoral Division, was levied in the month of September 
next after the harvest, do you think that that would create any paupers 'i 

If you can ensure a good potato crop next year, we shall be able to pay it. 

9360. What is the amount of rate in the pound levied this year in the Belfast 
Union ? 

One shilling and three-pence ; that is, in certain Electoral Divisions, for the 
half-year. 

93G1. Do you recollect the average of the Union ? 

There are some divisions 1 s., some at 10 d., and one at 6 r/., the half-year. 

9362. Is that low rate in the country division or in the town 

In the country districts. 

9363. Are the country districts in such a state that you think that the levy 
within them of an additional 6 d. in the pound will actually create paupers ? 

If a man is paying as much as he possibly can of taxes, if he is scraping 
together what will just pay his taxes, then if something else, no matter how 
trifling it is, comes, say 35. or 4 s. more, if he has been contending with it, he 
will say, “ It is of no use to strive against these things, because they multiply in 
such a way the last feather will break the camel’s back. 

9364. Does a taxation of 1 s. 4 d. or 2 s. in the pound press so heavily upon 
the occupiers of land in that countiy ? 

It is very easy to speak of 6 d. in the pound or 2^ per cent, as a small sum ; 
but I have said before, that when they are pressed already to the utmost stretch, 
if you lay a heavier thing upon them, it breaks them off their disposition of 
paying. 

9365. You were understood to say that you consider the valuation of the 
Belfast Union a fair one ; supposing that to be the case, is it possible to conceive 
that 2 s. in the pound upon a fair valuation can press with the force which you 
have described upon either the farmers or the proprietors, supposing the farmers 
to pay only a fair rent ? 

To a person wlio is in the habit of receiving money and transacting the busi- 
ness of a large property, it is easy to say that 6 d. in the pound is a mere trifle, 
but when we look at the class of people who are getting a mere pittance, there is 
no portion of taxation scarcely that you can mention which has not a tendency 
to create the disposition of saying, “ I have been bearing more than I can pos- 
sibly bear, and here is more put upon me.” 

9366. If in some of the poorer districts in Ireland a rate amounting to 35., 45., 
55., and even more, in the year, has been not only struck, but collected, how 
are the Committee to understand that there would be any difficulty in collecting 
a rate not amounting to more than 2 s. in the year upon the comparatively 
wealthy district round Belfast? 

It is not so much the amount as the principle. 

9367. Then you think it would really operate more strongly upon their feelings 
than actually upon their resources ? 

I believe it would. 

9368. How would it increase pauperism, if it acted more upon their feelings 
than upon their pockets ? 

By reducing a person who was in the habit of paying to the extent to which he 
could pay, to say, “ I shall give up the hope of contending any more, because 
you lay this large tax upon me.” 

9369. Is not it the fact, that the land in general in the county of Antrim and 
in the county of Down, and in your Union also, is of a very light quality gene- 
rally, not of the best kind? 

It is not the best. 

9370. Is it not the fact that there is very little land in the county of Antrim 
that produces wheat ; is not the produce chiefly oats 1 

Chiefly oats. 

(19.27.) E3 9371.1s 
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9371. Is not there a great depression in the value of agricultural produce? 

Very great. 

9372. Have not you every reason to expect that this year, from the low price 
of agricultural produce, as well as from the harvest being likely to be deficient, 
the profits of the farmer will be greatly diminished ? 

Certainly. 

9373. Will not that curtail the means of the rate-payers to pay tliis rate in 
aid, if it be imposed ? 

Certainly. 

9374. Consequently, will it not make them feel the hardship of their case very 
greatly ? 

Certainly, it must have that tendency. 

9375. Does the removal of Irish paupers who have passed a number of years 
in England from that part of the United Kingdom to Ireland, operate as a hard- 
sliip upon the rate-payers of those Unions in Ireland to which they become 
chargeable ? 

Certainly. 

9376. In the absence of a Law of Settlement, do not they become chargeable, 
generally speaking, to the Union in which they land? 

Certainly ; when the laws were being made for England and Scotland, Ireland 
had no interest whatever in the malting of those laws, or, in other words, we had 
no Poor Law ourselves ; therefore it did not affect us so much what the law with 
reference to England and Scotland w'as, as it was a local thing for themselves. 
They had certain laws as to parish residence, and all those things, wliich we as a 
people knew nothing of ; when we got our Poor Law we were utter strangers to 
the working of the principle. According to the Poor Law that the Government 
placed upon us, w-e have no settlement ; that is our law ; since that, the Poor 
Law Acts have been amended, and the law that now exists is, that destitution, 
wherever it is found in Ireland, is to be relieved. If we as Guardians object to 
relieve a poor person, we are amenable for the consequences if anything occurs ; 
therefore, England and Scotland having settlement laws of their own, such as 
parochial settlements, the result is, that a person may live five, ten, twenty, thirty, 
forty, or fifty years in the country and gain no settlement, as I can prove. Then 
England and Scotland may send all those people to us, and for their own con- 
venience they may send them to Belfast as the nearest port ; and the consequences 
are, that during the last few years we have had a very large influx of those 
paupers. Perhaps your Lordships will allow me to read the particulars of a few 
cases. Jane Crawford, aged 66, was sent from Staley Bridge, near Manchester ; 
she was in England upwards of twenty years; she is now chargeable on the 
Belfast Union, and has been so since the 10th of January 1848. Mary 
Gallagher, and one child, was sent from Scotland on the 18th of January 
1849 ; she is now chargeable; she belongs to the county of Donegal; she 
was 16 years in Scotland. James Saul, aged 50, was sent from Manchester, 
where he became paralysed, after a residence in England of 16 years; he has 
been chargeable in our Union since the 2d of July 1844. James M'Clean, aged 
29, was. sent from Glasgow; he was eight years in Scotland; was landed on 
the Belfast quay on the 27th of April 1844; one leg had been lately ampu- 
tated, the other was fractured ; he also had six ribs and his collar-bone broken ; 
he belongs to Ballymena, and has been chargeable on our Union since the 27th 
of April 1844; we have no power to remove such a case. Jane Pinkerton 
and seven children were sent from Manchester, where she had lived 1 7 years ; 
all the children were born there ; she was sent here, though she requested to be 
sent to Glasgow to her husband; she arrived on the 21st of March 1848. 
Thomas Marshall and his wife and three children were sent from Scotland, where 
he had lived for 50 years, and his wife is a native, and all the children were born 
there ; be belongs to Sligo ; he was seat on the 1st of February 1849. Now, 
those are only mere instances ; some 13,000 poor persons have been landed from 
Scotland and England at our town. Your Lordships are aware that there is a 
settlement in Ireland of three yeai-s ; they must in the last three years have lived 
30 months in the Electoral Division ; and most of those cases are chargeable to 
the Union at large. On Monday last, the day before I came here, a person of 

the 
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the name of James Connor, in the county of Down, Mary Wells or Connor, his Jiolden. 

wife, a native of Edinburgh, and also three children born there, were landed in May 1849 

Eelfast, having been sent from Edinburgh, \vhere he had resided for the last 20 

years ; he is a carter by trade, and can earn from 12s. to 15s. weekly ; he has 
been employed by a Mr. Michael Fox for the last nine years. About 16 months 
ago he was driving across Dean Bridge, and the Perth coach was coming in an 
opposite direction, when a child happened to be standing on the middle of the 
road, just as the coach was coming up to it, when he immediately jumped out 
of his cart and saved the child, by throwing it into the cart ; in doing that 
generous act he got his arm broken, and he afterwards got another hurt. This 
man, who bad been an able-bodied man, was in tlie hospital there, and was sent 
over to Ireland. With your Lordships’ [)ermission I will deliver in a statement 
of the number of persons sent to Belfast from England and Scotland between 
the 17lh of July 1848 and the 14lh of March 1849, who were subsequently 
transmitted from thence by the Belfast General Belief Committee to their 
respective counties. 

The same was delivered in, and is as follows : 

NUMBER of Pehsons sent to Belfast from England and Scotland between the 17th 
July 1847 and 14th March 1845), who were subsequently transmitted from thence by 
the Belfast General Relief Com.mittee to their respective Counties. 



SENT TO 



ty Antrim - 
Armagh - 
Carlow - 
Cavan 
Clare 
Cork - 
Derry 
Donegal 
Down 
Dublin - 
rcrmanagli 
Galway - 
Kerry 
Kildare - 
Kilkenny 
King’s County 
Leitrim - 
Limerick 
Longford 
Lowth 
Mayo 

Meath, East - 
Meath, West - 
Monaghan 
Queen’s County 
Roscommon - 
Sligo 
Tipperary 
Tyrone - 
Waterford 
Wexford 
Wicklow - 



England, 

Scotland 





FROM 

SCOTLAND. 


FROM 

ENGLAND. 


TOTAL. 




300 


32 


33? 


_ 


715 


42 


767 


. 


4 


- 


4 


. 


592 


22 


614 


_ 


18 


- - - 


IS 


. 


20 


- 


20 


. 


286 


24 


310 




01 


1 


62 


_ 


543 


21 


564 


. 


4U 


- 


49 


- 


380 


30 


410 




7 


3 


10 


_ 


1 


- 


1 


. 


2 


- - - 


2 


_ 


1 


_ - - 


1 


_ 


20 


- 


20 


_ 


442 


14 


456 


_ 


6 


1 


7 


_ 


84 


4 


88 


. 


38 


. 


38 


_ 


32 


_ 


32 


, 


10 


- 


10 


_ 


43 


1 


44 


_ 


008 


27 


935 


_ 


3 


1 


4 


. 


179 


11 


190 




81 


19 


100 


. 


13 


- - - 


■ 13 


- 


676 


75 


751 


_ 


6 


- - - 


6 


. 


5 


_ 


5 


_ 


4 


- 


4 


_ 


14 


5 


19 


- 


269 


16 


285 


- - 


5,807 


349 


6,156 



By reference to the Books of the General Relief Fund Committee, it 
appears that in addition to tlie foregoing, upwards of 6,000 other paupers wa'e 
transmitted to Belfast from Scotland, which' the Committee did not consider 
were entitled to relief from their Fund - - ; ‘ " " 

Making a gross Total of upwards of - - ^ ~ 

Tlie maintenance of this number of persons, at the rate of 2s. per weeK per head, would 
in one year amount to the sum of 63,213/. odd. It is obvious, tlierefove, that unless the 
(19. 27.) E 4 Scotch 
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Scotch Etid English law of removal shaU he altered, the consequence of this state of tilings 

"tcSmTo Justices for carrying into effect the 8 8: 9 Victoria 
ooor oersoni removinS from England to the following counties shoald only be sent to t ie 
Kt^of Mfast vie° Antrim, Down, Tyrone, Fermanagh or Armagh, . miens wiere 
ihoM consent t’o 5e remmed to any other pert or place m Ireland. ' If the words m dahcs 
were expunged from the Act, and the law of removal m Scotland assimilated to ‘Ja* ■“ 
EnvlanS, tl&n 2,330 poor persons out of 4,890 poor persons m the preceding list, would have 
be^ seut to olUer Irish ports and not to Belfast. 

9377. Are those persons whom you mentioned as being landed at Belfast all 

cliM|eable Electoral Division 30 months within the last 

three years, thev are chargeable to the Electoral D^ion; if not, they are 
ctorgeable to the Union. Now of all the thousands and tens of thousands of 
Irish poor in England and in Scotland, scarcely any man can gam a sett ement 
there especially in Scotland ; medical advice or medical relief disqualifies a 
person from gaining a settlement; they arc not removable if they have ^med a 
continuous residence for five years without receiving any parochial relief, but 
they may live 100 years moving from one place to another, and nevei gam a 
settlement under the English law or the Scotch law. Then, if all those people 
are put on shore, as some 13,000 of them have been at Belfast, the law compels 
ns to give immediate relief to any person who is found destitute m oui Union. 



9378. You are aware that the Irish Poor Law does not give to any person an 

absolute and unqualified right to relief ? r 

But destitution must be relieved ; supposing an individual applies to the 
Guardians, and he dies from destitution, the Guardians are held responsible. 

9379. Have you taken a legal opinion upon that point ? 

Certainly. 

9380. Are you advised that that is the law I , ,. ■ „ 

Yes • there is a discretionary power left with the Board of Guardians in all 
cases that come before them, to decide whether they are subjects to he received 
into the Workhouse or not ; but supposing a poor destitute person comes to tlie 
Board with six or seven children, and the Guardians say, “ We will give you no 
relief” and the person dies, the Guardians are considered responsible. 



9381, Supposing a person of that description presented himself to yon, and 
stated that though he bad resided some time iu England, he was bom m a 
neighbouring Union, should not you, after relieving him, pass him on to that 

We have no pmvei', as the law does not allow the Guardians to apply the funds 
of the Union to the removal of paupers to the places of their birth or former 
residences. 

9382. But you would not continue to relieve liim; would you not tell him to 
go to the place where lie was born ? 

But he could not go ; for instance, Mary Gallagher was sent from Scotland; , 
she belongs to the county of Donegal ; she had been 16 years in Scotland ; we 
could not as Guardians send her on. 



9383. Having stated the grievance, have you anything^ to suggest by way of 
remedy ; do you consider an alteration in Irish or in the English Poor Law to be 
required, and if so, what alteration would you recommend? 

If the English Law were assimilated to the Irish, so as to relieve destitution 
wherever it is found, that would remedy the evil. 



9384. You would abolish the Law of Settlement in England? 

I speak from hearsay, from conversing with some Guardians in this country; 
but 1 believe that there is nov? a travelling population from one parish to another 
to a large extent, and that one parish owes another parish considerable sums. I 
am aware that if you send a. pauper from one parish to another in this country, 
you are obliged to bear the expense. 

9385. But that is charged to the parish to which the person belongs 1 

In this country, but not with us. 

938G. You 
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9386. You would prefer the abolition of the Law of Settlement in England to 
the introduction of a Law of Settlement in Ireland r 

I certainly would. 

9387. But as far as your own country is concerned, the introduction of a Law 
of Settlement in Ireland would remove the grievance in a great measure ? 

I am afraid it would create the same thing that I stated before, the keeping a 
travelling population going from one place to another. Suppose we had a charge 
against the Ballina Union, 1 do not know where we should look to get payment 
for it. Here you are in such a state that one parish can pay the claims made upon 
it by another ; but if we had a Law of Settlement in Ireland, and removed the 
paupers from one place to another, and brought a charge against another parish 
or Union, there would be no possible way of getting the money. 



Mr. John Holden. 
nth May 1849. 



9388. That is, supposing insolvency or unwillingness to pay on the part of the 
Union to which the pauper is removed ? 

Yes. 



9389 . Have jmu any other suggestion to offer besides the removal of the Law of 
Settlement, for the purpose of remedying the grievance which you have described ? 

I think that if a person resides in Scotland a certain number of years, say five, 
he should gain a settlement by residence, and be^entitled to relief by his residence 
in that country ; the number of years might he one, two, three, four, five, six or 
seven ; but let the number of years be fixed ; that country has the benefit of that 
individual’s labour, which is his capital, for the number of years he has been re- 
siding: in that country ; but after a man residing for 20 or 50 years in the country , 
under the present law, he can be expelled, and all his children, breaking up 
all his associations. 

9390. You w'ould therefore extend to Irishmen and Irishwomen in England 
the same provision, with respect to settlement, that applies to the natives of 
England? 

That a period of time should gain a settlement. 

9391. That they should not be removed after a certain number of years resi- 
dence ; after five years’ residence ? 

That it should bo understood tliat they are to gain a settlement by a certain 
number of years’ residence. 

9392. Would you make it irrespective of their having received during that 
time parochial relief, or would you deprive them of their settlement if they 
should at any time have been recipients of jiarochial relief ? 

I would suggest that medical relief, or a medical visit, should not disqualny 
an individual in either England or Scotland, so as to brealc off Ids claim ui)on 
that parish. 



9393. Have you any other suggestion to make? , r , .r ^ 1 • 

Yes with regard to children born in England or Scotland, I think that being 
born there should entitle them to relief. If an Irishman marries a Scotch- 
woman, and the children are born in Scotland, if the husband dies, tliey send 
them all over to us. 



9394. With the mother? f 

With the mother. In removing paupers, if you remove them from one 
extremity of England to another, you are obliged to bear the expenses of them, 
I bcUeve W hy should they not bear the expenses when they send them to us ? 
Two Justices of the Peace must ascertain their birth-place, and they send them 
wUh a ,-arrant to us to let us do what we like; but where they are remormg 
from one parish iu Sootlaud or England to another, they must bear all the 
exuenses Then why should they not bear the expenses of those mividuals to 
Sliao or to Limerick, or to wherever they are going, and not leave them m our 
nlace? Your Lordships wUl see the just cause ot complaint that we have, on 
account of having so many thousands left at our (juays hy the law of Engknd 
Td Scotland ; and our law, when they come to fall upon ns, compels us to give 
“lief to tltose individuals. 1 would suggest that it would be an improvement m 
the removal ticket, tliat when they are removing persons to their birth-place, the 
Oelk of the Union to which they are going should nave notice of such removal, 
m that we should ascertain that those persons are being removed by “‘hority 
(19.27.) ^ 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




942 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE ON 



'Mr. John Holden. 
inh May 1849. 



from one part of England or Scotland to another. Here is the list officially sent 
from Glasgow of the persons landed on the quay of Belfast in one day, the 
13th of April. Here are persons belonging to Dublin, Tyrone, Derry and other 
places. 

9395 . What is the number? 

Sixty-five. 

9396. And to all of those you have to administer relief? 

I am connected with a Society called the General Relief Fund ; a great number 
of those people got relief from the Relief Fund. 

9397. If it had not been for that Society, they would have been chargeable to 
the funds of the Union ? 

Certainly. 

9398. Do those people all remain in Belfast, or have they been sent from 
Belfast? 

A great number were sent from Belfast at their own request ; several ot them 
were sent back to Scodand ; they had their keys in their pockets of their houses, 
as they had furniture in them, and some of them had lived in Scotland upwards 
of 30 years ; but in no instance did we ever send any of the poor of our own 
Union. 

9399. Do they generally arrive in Belfast in a state making it necessary to afford 

them relief of some kind ? m 1 i 

Certainly, as many of them were sent from Scotland without any food. 

9400. Had the great majority of those people been very long in Scotland, or 
had they gone casually from Ireland to Scotland ? 

The greatest number of those had been recently there. 

9401. They had gone during the time of the great distress in Ireland? 

Yes. 

9402. Is there anything else that you wish to add? 

We would suggest that in the removal ticket or warrant they ought to state 
where they were born ; cause of removal, that is, the amount and nature of 
cbargeability ; length of residence in Scotland or England ; medical certificate as 
to ability to travel ; amount of relief given to enable them to reach their homes, 
and the kind, whether in money or food ; number of the pauper’s family, if any, 
remaining in England or Scotland, and supporting themselves, with the amount 
of their weekly earnings, to show whether they could support their parents, and 
likewise where the children moved (if any) were born. 



9403. And where the paupers themselves v/ere born, as far as it can be as- 
certained ? 

Yes; there may be a difficulty now, according to the English and Scotch law, 
in saying how you are to meet the expense of those paupers who have no parish 
residence ; for instance, each parish, 1 believe, in England, is chargeable for its 
own poor ; there might be a rate in aid struck to meet this. 



The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned, 
sine die. 
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Die Veneris, 25 “ Mail 1849 . 



The EARL OF ST. GERMANS in the Chair. 



The Honourable EDWARD TURNER BOYD TWISLETON is called in, 
and further examined as follows : 

9404. YOU have some documents to deliver in to the Committee? 

I have a statement showing the expenditure of certain Unions during the 
years ended the 29th of September 1846 and 1847 respectively. The Unions 
are Ballina, Ballinrobe, Castlebar, Clifden, Galway, Glenties, Kenmare and 
Westport. 

The same is delivered in. 



STATEMENT, showing the Expenditure of the under-mentioned Unions during the Years 
ended 29th September 1846 and 1847, respectively. 



Nascb of Uniok-s. 


Expenditure 

of 

tho Year ended 
29 September 1846. 


Expenditure 

of 

the Year ended 
29 September 1847- 


— 




£. 


£. 




Ballina - - - 


2,939 


6,197 




Ballinrobe 


1 1,132 


4,328 




Custlebar - 


1,417 


2,273 




Clifden - - - 


. . - 


612 


- - Workhouse opened 8th March 


Galway - - - 


•2,926 


7,298 




Glenties - - - 


608 


2,333 


- - Workhouse opened 1st May 


Kenmare - - - 


2,162 


3,334 




Westport - - - 


2,970 


3,539 





I have also a return showing the Poor Law Unions in Ireland in which out- 
door relief is given to able-bodied men, specifying the Unions in which cooked 
food is given, and the nature of the relief afforded to such class in other Unions. 

The same is delivered in. 



RETURN, showing the Poor Law Unions in Ireland in which Out-doob Relief is 
given to Able-bodied Men ; specifying the Unions in which Cooked Food is given, 
and the Nature of the Relief afforded to such Class in the other Unions. 



Unions hi which such Relief is given 
in Cooked Food. 


Nature of Relief where not given 
ill Cooked Food. 


* Ballina . — Cooked food given in some 
Electoral Divisions; cooked rations were 
given generally in last year, but rye-meal 
having since been used instead of Indian 
meal, the rations have in some divisions 
been issued in raw meal. Indian meal now 
resumed, and the issue of cooked food will 
no doubt again beconae general in the 
Union. 


In some Electoral Divisions of Ballina 
Union, Indian meal not cooked is now 
given, but cooked meal expected to be 
resumed. 


(19.28.) 


p 2 



Evidence on the 
Operation of the 
Irish Poor Law. 

The Hon. 

E. T. B. Tvdsleton. 

25th May 1849. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




944 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE ON 



The Hon. 

E. T. B. TxaisUton, 



Unions in Tvliich such Relief is given 
in Cooked Food. 



Nature of Relief where not given 
in Cooked Food. 



sgth May 1849. 



Ballinrohe . — Uncooked yellow Indian 
Meal. During last week a small portion 
of and Egyptian meal used, the supply 
of tndian meal being deficient. 



* Dingle . — Cooked food in two Electoral 
Divisions. 



* Ennis . — Cooked food in three Electoral 
Divisions. 



• KilrtLsh . — Cooked food ; namely, rye and 
barley bread, to the extent of about 6,000 
pounds weight weekly. 

Listmcel . — Cooked food given in 11 Elec- 
toral Divisions. 



Bantry. — Full order recently issued: 
Indian meal will be issued uncooked, there 
being neither funds nor facilities for cook- 
ing. 

Callan . — In food not cooked. 

Cas^e/.— Uncooked Indian meal : and 
now partly rice to parties affected with 
dysentery or diarrhoea. Vice-Guardians 
obliged to abandon for a time a contem- 
plated arrangement for giving cooked food, 
owing to the difRculfy of obtaining sufficient 
rates, “ as cooked 6iod would be attended 
with more expense than raw meal.” 

* Castlebar . — Uncooked rye-meal. During 
last season cooked rations given, but Vice- 
Guardians compelled to discontinue the 
system, owing sometimes to the want of the 
necessary description of meal, and at others 
to Contractors not properly baking the 
bread. 

Castlerea . — No out-door relief tu able- 
bodied men yet given; when given, Indian 
meal to be used. 

* Uncooked Indian meal. 

Clonmel . — Raw meal, on account of 
difficulties, which have rendered it imprac- 
ticable to give cooked food. 

In other divisions of Dingle Union, raw 
meal at present, but arrangements in pro- 
gress for giving cooked food generally. 

In the 15 other divisions of Ennis Union, 
dry Indian meal. 

Emistgmon. — Uncooked Indian meal. 

Galway. — Uncooked Indian meal. 

Gort . — Uncooked Indian meal, 

* Granard.~^Q return: but relief be- 
lieved to be given, not in cooked food. 

Kantwk. Uncooked Indian meal. 

Kenmare.—lio return : but relief believed 
not to be given in cooked food. 

Uncooked Indian meal. 

The remainder in Kilruah Union given 
m rations of rye, barley and Indian meal. 



In SIX Electoral Divisions of Llstowel 
Union, uncooked Indian meal; in four 
divisions, no out-door relief to able-bodied 
men. 
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Unions in wliicli such Relief is given 
in Cooked Food. 


Nature of Relief wliei-e not given 
in Cooked Food. 




* Loughrea . — Uncooked Indian meal 
given to able-bodied men daily; to other 
classes, stirabout of Indian meal. 




* Mohill. — Indian meal. 


NciccastZe. — Cooked food, unless tlie re- 
cipient becomes unwell, when the relief is 
temporarily changed. 




-Biscuit furnished by Commis- 
sariat, ns part of the grants in aid. 


And uncooked Indian meal. 




*Skibbereeu. — No return; but relief be- 
lieved to be given, not in cooked food. 




* Swineford. — Indian meal. 




* Tkurles. — Dry meal : parts of Union 
where cooked food could not be given under 
any circumstances; in other places, greatly 
increased staff and large outlay would be 
required to give it. 




* Tipperary. — Raw Indian meal, but 
cooked food to be issued in two Electoral 
Divisions after this week; and to be ex- 
tended to other divisions as soon as prac- 
ticable. 


* Tuam. — Cooked food, namely, bread 
made of rye and barley meal. 


* Tralee. — No cooked food ; steeped 
Indian meal given. 

Westport, — Indian meal or rye meal. 



The Hon. 

E. T. B. Twisleton. 
!25lh May 1849. 



SUMMARY. 



Cooked food only - - - - - 2 Unions. 

Partly cooked food, and partly uncooked food G „ 

Uncooked food only - - - - - 23 „ 

Total - - - 31 Unions, In which out-door 
relief is given to able-bodied men ; but in those marked with an asterisk (*) 
the full order is not in force, certain classes not being included in the order 
issued (such as able-bodied men without families). 

2 May 1849. 



Thirdly, I have estimates of the probable expense of collection, during the 
half-year ending the 29th of September 1849, of 32 Unions in Ireland, as fur- 
nished by the several Unions. 

The same is delivered in. 



(19.28.) 



F 3 



ESTtMATEs 
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These returns were made, with the exception of one, by the Vice-Guardian or 7he lion. 
Inspector of the Union. Even with respect to the whole of the 32 Unions, E.T.B.Twhleton. 
the sums required for all the debts and expenses in the half-year ending Sep- ~ — „ 

tember 1849 would be under 700,000 Z. ; it would be 695,908/., and of that sum. ^ ^ 

231,000/. were net debts ; so that the sum really required to assist those Unions 
is comparatively very trifling indeed. In reference to this return, I wish to 
remark that it is wholly unnecessai^ that there should be a single death from 
starvation this year in the distressed Unions in Ireland. The machinery for the 
administration of relief is now tolerably complete, and all that is requisite is that 
the necessary funds should be furnished to those who are entrusted with the 
administration of the relief. 

9405. That of course assumes as “ necessary funds ” the amount which, 
according to this estimate, would be found sufficient ? 

Yes. 

9406. How much, upon this estimate, is the assumed collection of rate ? 

The assumed collection of rate amounts to 193,185/. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



JOSEPH BEWLEY, Esquire, is called in, and examined as follows : 

9407. YOU are a Member of the Society of Friends ? J. Eiq. 

I am. 

9408. You reside in Dublin ? 

Near Dublin ; my residence is Sandford Hill, near Dublin. 

9409. You are one of the Joint Secretaries of the Committee of the Society 
of Friends for the distribution of relief to tbe destitute poor of Ireland? 

I have been one of the Joint Secretaries of tlie Dublin Relief Committee of 
the Society of Friends since its formation. 

9410. Will you have the goodness to give the Committee some account of 
the proceedings taken by that committee with respect to the relief of desti- 
tution ? 

The committee was formed in the latter end of the year 1846 ; our view was 
then to concentrate and give a right direction to the efforts of members of our 
own Society, the Society of Friends ; but when we were formed we found con- 
tributions coming .in to the committee from various quarters, to a very large 
amount, particularly from the United States of America. The condition of the 
country at that time was one of actual famine} a failure of food } and our first 
efforts were to economize, as much as possible, the kinds of food which were in 
the country ; we therefore directed our attention, in the first instance, to the . 
fromation of soup depots, and endeavoured by raising a local agency through- 
out the country to secure a just distribution of the relief which -we were 
enabled to afford. 

9411. Were you generally fortunate in the selection of your agents ? 

That was a point of considerable difficulty, and 1 would take the liberty of 
impressing upon the Committee the great difficulty in Ireland in effecting a 
judicious distribution of relief, for want of an adequate machinery, — the almost 
total want of a fit class of persons in the rural districts ; we found ourselves at 
the outset met by that great difficulty. 

9412. Did you find also a strong disposition to encroach upon you, on the 
part of those not in absolute want of relief? 

No doubt it was greatly open to abuses, except by the exercise of very vigi- 
lant local conti’ol ; we did succeed, by the aid of some deputations from our own 
body, in acquainting ourselves with various individuals iu the country, of dif- 
ferent ranks in life, who became most useful to us ; and 1 may state that we 
found none more efficient than the Protestant clergy ; the means they possessed, 
through the aid of their wives and daughters, of attending to the wants of tlie 
poor, rendered their services very valuable. The Roman Catholic clergy also were 
found, in many cases, exceedingly useful ; they, however, had not tlie advantage 
(19.28.) P4 of 
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of thtit help in their own households, of which I have just spoken, and there- 
fore they were nut so generally efficient agents in this matter. 

9413. Have you reason to know that at that time when you received the 
charitable assistance of the clergy of both persuasions, many of those clergy 

were themselves suffering very severe privation indeed? _ 

I do not think that at that time they were ; they have since been suffering 
severe privation. 



9414 During the time when they were suffering those severe privations, were 
their exertions in this work of charity and Christian love conUnued for the 
benefit of the poor r 
I believe they were. 



9415. Was your relief generally given in food ? _ 

Almost universahy ; at first we did, to some extent, give money for the pur- 
pose of setting up boilers ; we gave iron boilers, and we frequently made grants 
in aid of local funds, and local subscriptions for the purpose of establishing soup 
depots. We made a considerable number of grants, mostly in small sums, to 
aid local efforts of that kind. 



9416. It w^ chiefly cooked food? 

We made it a point in almost all cases, that the food should he given to the 
consumers in a cooked state. 

9417. You attach importance to that rule ? 

Great importance ; the contrary course would open the door to very great 
abuses. 

9418. What might be the nature of the food? . . 

At that time cattle were at a very depressed value ; the distress of the farmers 
compelled them to part with their cattle; sheep were, at_ that time, selling m 
some parts of Connaught, for the sum of 5s. each. Animal food being thus 
cheap and grain at a famine price, it became an object to promote the consumption 
of soup made from meat, with an admixture of meal. We also coi^idered it of 
importance to extend the consumption of rice ; we found that it was a very 
valuable corrective to the disease which then prevailed, in consequence of the 
use of unwholesome vegetable food ; we had the most satisfactory testimony 
of the value of rice for this purpose, and consequently distributed a very large 
quantity. 

9419. Do you know wbat the cost of the soup was per pint or per quart ? 

In many cases it was sold at what it cost, about one penny per quart. 

9420. Where vou could, you adopted the system of sale at cost price, rather 

than of gratuitous distribution ? _ 

Always ; but that was a course which would not have met the wants of the 
most destitute. 

9421. You have stated, that where you could you adopted the principle of 
assisting local contribution, rather than undertaking the whole yourselves ; do 
you attach very great importance to that principle ? 

Very great importance. 

9422. But there must, in the more remote regions, be great difficulty in 
applying that principle, as you had not there the means of obtaining local con- 
tributions ? 

That was the case. 

9423. In cases where you were able to obtain local assistance, had it not the 
double effect of affording to you at once evidence of the existing distress which 
it might be necessary to relieve, and also of giving you a better chance of securing 
the due administration of the fund, which was a joint fund, to which the persons 
Jocally contributing had a direct interest to attend ? 

Clearly so. 

9424. Is not that a principle which is well known in many of the Irish charities, 
such as dispensaries, and a variety of other cases, where local contribution is the 
foundation for extraneous help ? 

Yes; 
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Yes ; it is the principle of the law regulating public grants to local dispen- 
sai'ies. 

9425. And it is also the principle acted upon in the establishment of the 
National Schools in Ireland ? 

Very much so, I believe. 

9426. Did you give clothes or blankets at all ? 

We did, to a considerable extent ; we had sent to us clothing from various parts 
of Great Britain and America, to be distributed to the poor, to an amount which 
I have not the means of accurately ascertaining, perhaps from ten to fifteen 
thousand pounds worth. 

9427. Did you employ the same individuals in distributing the clothing V 

Nearly so ; we availed oui’selves more especially of the agency of females in 

our clothing grants ; we found them the best almoners of this kind of relief. 

9428. Is not the distribution of clothing more difficult to manage satisfactorily, 
as being more liable to abuse, than the distribution of food ? 

It is, in consequence of the facility of pawning ; we endeavoured to guard 
against that as far as we could ; we issued strict regulations and instructions, 
which we believe tended to a considerable extent to prevent an improper use of 
the clothing ; the articles were also branded with the name of our committee. 

9429. Did you ever try the system of lending blankets for the winter? 

I am not aware that we enjoined such a course ; but our correspondents may, 
nevertheless, in some cases have adopted it. 

9430. Were your exertions confined altogether to any particular province in 
Ireland, or did they extend to the four provinces? 

We considered ourselves bound to comprehend the whole, inasmuch as the 
contributions sent to us were for a national purpose ; we did not feel ourselves 
at liberty to confine our distribution to any one province or district. 

9431. Had 3’ou applications only from the more distressed parts of Ireland, 
namely, the West and South, or had you applications that recommended them- 
selves to your notice from other parts of Ireland? 

lu the eai’ly part of our labours, the applications were compai'atively few from 
the province of Leinster, and from the better parts of Ulster and Munster ; but 
they became very numerous after a few month.s, and we made considerable 
issues in those districts. 

9432. Will you state what the amounts of the grants were, which you made 
in the respective provinces ? 

The total grants to Ulster appear to have been 21,660 /. ; to Leinster, 9,610/. ; 
to Connaught, 41,170/. ; and to Munster, 79,100/. ; the total being 151,540/. 
Perhaps I should observe with regard to the larger issue in Munster than in 
Connaught, that it arose from our having in Munster four very efficient auxiliary 
committees, members of the Society of Friends, in the towns of Cork, Water- 
ford, Limerick and Clonmel, and in consequence facilities were afforded for the 
distribution in that province which were not afforded in Connaught. The distress 
in Connaught was upon the whole much greater ; it was one of the difficulties 
of that locality, that in those districts where the distress was most marked, the 
means of distribution by trustworthy hands were the fewest. 

9433. Can you state in how many of the uine counties of Ulster you found 
it necessary to give relief ? 

We gave relief in all ; but the principal demand was from Donegal. 

9434. In how many of the 12 counties of Leinster were you required to give 
relief ? 

We gave relief in all the counties; but the principal issues were in King’s 
County and in the county of Dublin. 

9435. In fact, you were called upon to give relief in the whole of the 32 
counties of Ireland, more or less ? 

We were ; not, however, at a very early period of the distress, but in the lapse 
(19.28.) G of 
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of time the distress became more general. There ms a class of persons to whom 
iu the earlier part of the calamity we should not have thought of granting aid, 
who afterwards became destitute in consequence of the general impoverishment 
of the country. 

9436 Have you reason to beUeve that in many cases persons who, in the 
commencement of your operations, had been rate- payers, contributing to the 
rates, became, under the pressure of distress, recipients of relief, and applicants 
to your agents ? 

1 believe that to have been the case. 



9437 Your operations commenced in 1846 ? . , , , . 

In the latter end of 1846. We did not begin to make any considerable issues 
till the beginning of 1847. 

9438. From the correspondence which you have carried on, and the reports 

made to you by your own agents, what do ymu consider to have been the state of 
things in' the year 1848, with relation to the pressure of distress, as compared 
with the year antecedent r , . 

The distress, I should think, was not much less ; but the slate of things was 
essentially different ; provisions were, in the latter year, abundant and cheap, 
and there was in existence the New Poor Law. From those causes, there did 
not appear to us to be a necessity for that distribution being continued, in which 
we were engaged in 1847. 

9439. You were asked with respect to the difficulties you had in administering 
relief; were any of the supplies that were sent you from America in the shape 
of Indian corn, or were they all in flour ? 

Chiefly in Indian corn and meal; Indian meal chiefly. 

9440. Did you find, from the correspondence that you had, and the agencies 
which you established, that the difficulties to the introduction of cereal food in 
substitution for the potato food, which had failed, were augmented in those 
remote dktricts by the want of milling power ? 

I do not think that we were met by that difficulty, because our chief supply 
was meal. The quantity of com sent to us was comparatively small ; but that 
such was the fact 1 have no doubt. 



9441. Were you aware that in many parts of Ireland they endeavoured to 
restore the use of the old quern, from the want of other means of reducing grain 
into flour ? 

Yes, I have beard so ; and I know that steel hand-mills were supplied in some 
parts of the country. 

9442. Do you think that, besides the temporary and immediate benefits that 
were produced by your exertions, any permanent advantageous results have been 
produced ? 

No, the contrary. 

9443. On what ground have you come to that opinion ? 

It may be attributed to the effect of public almsgiving having in itself a 
tendency to degrade the character, to destroy’' independence, to deteriorate the 
condition of the people, I would say, both morally and physically. 

9444. Do you consider that amongst the national defects of character which 
have been attributed to the Irish people, a want of self-exertion and self-reliance 
is amongst tliose which may be considered as charges fairly brought ? 

I am afraid it is so at present, to some extent. 

9445. But endeavours were made by you to excite in the people a spirit of 
enterprise and industry, were there not ? 

When the time arrived for abridging our gratuitous issues, we considered it of 
the utmost importance to promote industrial habits ; and we made many grants 
in aid of manufacturing undertakings. 

9446. And 
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9446. And improvements in husbandry? 

Yes ; we expended considerable sums in spade-labour. 

9447. Will you describe the agricultui-al experiments which you made in the 
Province of Connaught ? 

We found that in the Union of Ballina, which was one of the worst in that 
part of Ireland, there were many thousands of labourers absolutely without 
resources, without employment, and depending upon the Poor Law, and other 
gratuitous relief. We thought it better to give them employment than to give 
them food for nothing. We accordingly arranged wiih several proprietors of 
estates there to place at our disposal a considerable quantity of land, in detached 
farms, about 900 statute acres altogether, which they gave free of rent for one 
year, also undertaking to pay the poor-rates ; we undertaking to pay the county- 
lutes ; they gave it to us free of every charge but county-rates. We then 
expended a very large sum in spade- labour j the ground was cropped chiefly with 
turnips ; also with carrots, parsnips, peas, beans and other green crops, and 
about 50 acres of flax. This operation afforded employment for a time to a very 
large number of persons, and was also very useful in instructing the small 
farmei*s and labourers in the proper mode of culture of these crojjs. It was 
done chiefly by task-work ; but we found in that instance, as in other instances, 
very considerable difficulties in managing it, for want of the local assistance 
w'hich such operations especially demand. The result was, that there was an 
improvident expenditure ; the work was not done economically. 

9448. Do you know what wages the people were enabled to earn by task- 
work ? 

I think they earned about 8^^. a day, upon the average^ 

9449. How many men were employed to the acre ? 

I am unable to say. 

9450. How did the balance of the account stand ? 

On the wrong side, very much indeed. 

9451. And that, notwithstanding the fact, that you were subject to no rent or 
poor-rates for the land ? 

Yes ; there were several causes concurred to render it an unprofitable under- 
taking ; one was a considerable loss sustained by a mistake in the turnip-seed; 
a large quantity, sown as Swedish turnip, proved to be common white turnip ; 
the crop of which sold for about one-third of the price of Swedish turnip. 

9452. Would you say that the failure of that experiment is to be looked upon 
as conclusive against the adoption of the system of spade-husbandry ? 

No ; so far from it, we are at present making advances to Colonel Knox 
Gore, a considerable proprietor of land in the neighbourhood of Ballina: he has 
taken up money from us for the purpose of cultivating 100 Irish acres with the 
spade, and putting in green crops on his own account, undertaking to repay the 
amount advanced, without interest, in 12 months. 

9453. Do you connect the loss of profit, which you state to have arisen in the 
case you have mentioned, with the fact of those works being undertaken by you, 
partly for the purposes of the relief to be given to the parties employed upon 
the work, instead of being undertaken upon pure agricultural and commercial 
principles ? 

I think I must attribute it to the impossibility of managing the expenditure 
economically by parties residing in Dublin. 

9454. In the case of Colonel Knox Gore, has he submitted to you any calcu- 
lations of the probable expenditure and probable receipts ? 

Accurate estimates were furnished to us before it was commenced. He also 
furnishes us with weekly returns of the number of persons employed, and the 
expenditure in money. 



( 19 . 28 .) 
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J.Bewle^, Msq. 
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COPY of Estimate furnished by Colonel A. Knox Gore in reference to tlie Culture 
by Spade-labour of 100 Irish Acres of Land on his Estate in the County of Mayo. The 
operation to embrace two years ; the first year’s crop to be TumipS; and the second year 
Oats. 



COLTIVATION ; 



Estimate for the 1st year, 1849 (one Irish Acre under Swedish Turnips) : 

1 £. s. d. 



Digging (twice) * - - - _ • 

Drilling, putting in manure, and seeding 
Manure ------ 

Aftf'r culture . . - - . 

Taxes 



2 5- 

3 - ~ 
- 10 - 
- 7 C 



£. 



Estimate for the Second Year, 

Digging .... 
Seed - - - - - 

Harrowing and rolling 
Grass seeds _ - - 

Taxes, and rent 20/ 



(one Irish Acre under Oats) : 



£. 


s. 


d. 


- 


10 


- 


- 


15 


- 


— 


5 


— 


1 




- 


1 


7 


6 


4 


2 


6 



Produce for Two Years, the Irish Acre : 



15 Tons of turnips (Swedes) at 15/ p’ ton 
24 Cwt. of oats ----- 5 / p’ cwt. 

Expenses for 1st year (as above) 

Ditto - 2d - ditto - ditto 



£. 

11 

6 



8 

4 



Estimated Profit per Irish Acre, on two years’ Cultivation 



s. d. I £. 
6 - 



2 

2 




s. 

5 



5 



d. 



liote . — The Kelief Committee of the Society of Priends, in Dublin, having agreed to 
advance to Colonel Gore the sum of 800 1. on loan for the purpose of carrying out this under- 
taking, it is accordingly at present in progress j and herewith is a statement, showing the 
number of hands employed, and the rate of wages for each week since the operatiou.s 
commenced. 



RELIEF COMMITTEE Of THE SOCrETV OF FRIENDS. 



STATEMENT showing the Number employed IVeekcy, and the Daiuy Rate of 'VVaoes on Colonel A. Kiiox Gore's Laud 
at Ballina, under Advances of IMoney on Loan by this Committee. 



,, 24 

„ 31 

4th Month - April 7 



5th Month - May 5 



5, at 6 d. per day 

3 - ditto 
5 - ditto 
f - ditto 



ditto 

ditto 

ditto 



Boys and IVomen. 



40 boys and women, at Ad. 

433 boys, at 4 d. 

91 - ditto - - - 

60 - ditto - 

28 boys and women, at 4d. 

26 bo 3 ^, at 4 d. 

40 boys and women, at 4d. 

38 boys, at 4 d. - - - 

r 50 women, at 4 d. - 
J 60 boys, at 3 d. 



fmen, 8d. 
160.; and 
[boys, 6d. 
100 - ditto - 
120 - ditto - 
160 - ditto - 
fmen, 7 d. 
200 / and 
(.boys, 5d. 
100 - ditto - 
130 - ditto - 
186 - ditto • 



31 - ditto - 
24 - ditto - 
29 - ditto - 



9455. You 
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9455. You wei’e satisfied, when you advanced the money, that, as far as pro- 
babilities went, there was reason to expect a favourable result ? 

Decidedly ; there is a very fair prospect of profit. 

9456. In the former case, to what account did you turn the proceeds of those 
lands when the period of harvest came ? 

The proceeds went into our general fund. 

9457. Did you sell them ? 

Yes ; the turnips were sold chiefly to the peasantry, by retail ; we sent an 
agent down for the purpose. The value of this supply of food to the peasantry 
•was strongly urged upon us by the neighbouring gentry, and we sent down 
an agent to attend to the sale on the spot ; he retailed the produce, chiefly 
turnips, to the poor, who came distances of eight or ten miles to make small 
purchases. 

9458. You cultivated turnips, parsnips, carrots, peas, beans and other articles ; 
did you experience any difficulty in disposing of that produce in that mode in 
the distressed districts ? 

We found but little difficulty in selling the turnips in the way that I ^ have 
stated; we had to ship a quantity of carrots and parsnips to Glasgow. Ihey 
were not saleable in the country ; the people did not seem to ■understand or 
value them. 



J. Beiule^, Esq. 
35th May 1849* 



9459. Do you know what the return was per acre ? 

I think the turnips were reported to us to have averaged about 20 tons per acre. 

9460. Was there not an analogous experiment tried by you in the county of 
Galway ? 

Yes, we left the management of that to the owner, Lord Wallscourt. 

9461. Was that carried on under the superintendence of Mr. Skelling,^ who 
had formerly been the agent in Dublin to the Commissioners of Education ? 

It was ; lie is a very intelligent and able agriculturist. It was a successful 
experiment, and managed very much to our satisfaction. 

9462. Have any other cases occurred, in which you have advanced or are 

about to advance money for the carrying on this experiment in spade hus- 
bandry? ^ 

We have advanced 350/., within the last few months, to George bidney 
Smith, D. D., of Brookborough, in the county of Fermanagh, on condition of his 
cultivating 50 Irish acres by spade labour, with crops approved by us, wuth every 
prospect of its yielding a profitable result. 

9463. Did he also submit to you calculations of the probable cost and of the 

probable receipts ? . , , ^ , j 

Yes, they must have been satisfactory ; the committee would not have made 
the advance of money had it not been shown to be a legitimate undertaking, 
with a fair prospect of profit ; hut I have not the materials here to give the details. 



9464. Are you able to lay before the Commjttee any cases in which satisfactory 

results have already attended the experiment? ^ 

In the county of Galway, in the case of Lord Wallscourt, last year, the results 
were very satisfactory. 

9465. Was there a remunerating profit, after deducting all the expenses ? 

We iiad a statement from his steward, showing the proceeds ot the crops of 

the year ; exhibiting, according to my present recollection, a considerable profit ; 
and upon that result we concluded to renew to him the advance for a second 
operation of the same kin'd this year. 

9466. Could you give the Committee any return of the amount of 

of spade cultivation, as compared with cultivation by means of the plough, drill 

and harrow? , u * t u ^ 

I think I could find those details amongst our accounts m Dublin, but i nave 

them not here. 

9467. Can you also give the amount of the produce on the same land under 

the two different kinds of cultivation ? r. , n n > x 

I can give the Committee both Thomas Skilling s and Colonel Gore s estimates. 

-nO.ljs.-) <53 9468.10 
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9468. In relation to tliese agricultural experiments, wliicli you have described 

to the Committee, do you consider that they establish aiy generd result as o 
the advantage of pursuing that system, or that they go no iurther than exhibiting 
a better mode of administering relief than by gratuitous distribution during a 
period of peculiar pressure? . , , , . r .1 ^ t 

1 think they do, to a considerable extent, establish the latter ; of the former i 
should speak -with more diffidence, for I am not myself a practical farmer. 

9469. Was not the old mode of cultivating the potato in Ireland almost 
exclusively by spade labour ? 

By the small cottier, almost exclusively. 

9470. And even, to a certain extent, by the farmers themselves ? 

1 believe so. 

9471 As a^ricnlture has improved in Ireland, has not the practice of drilling 
potatoes with 'the plough, and taking them out hy the plough, superseded the 
other in those parts of the county where improved modes of cultivation have been 
adopted ? 

i should think it has, to a considerable extent. 



9472. Do not you think that arises out of the larger return of profit which 
connects itself with plough husbandry than that which connected itself with spade 
husbandry? 

Doubtless it does, to some extent; but in the districts where that improved 
mode of culture is pursued, the cost of labour is higher than in Connaught. 



9473. Have you now in view' the prospect of a more lasting experiment of an 
agricultural kind founded upon a different principle, namely, that of improving the 
knowledge of agriculture, and improving, consequently, the condition of the 
labourer? 

We have. 



9474. Will you describe what this is ? 

We were repeatedly urged to undertake the management of a farm or farms 
permanently in the West of Ireland, but we felt considerable hesitation in doing 
so, considering that our constitution as a Relief committee was but of a tempo- 
rary character. However, the importance of giving an impulse to that branch of 
industry did impress us so forcibly, that we have lately formed a permanent com- 
mittee for that object, and a set of trustees are appointed to take charge of a 
portion of our funds recently appropriated to that purpose. We have placed 
12,000 1. at their disposal, for the purpose of conducting permanently a model 
farm or farms and agricultural school. Our Model Fanii committee have taken, 
on a long lease, about 650 statute acres of land in the county of Galway. 



9475. Do you propose to place it under the superintendence of a skilful agri- 
culturist, who shall be charged at once 'with the cultivation of the farm and 
with the instruction of the pupils ? 

That is the course pursued. 

9476. Have you formed your plans for the agricultural buildings upon the 
farm? 

They were under consideration when 1 left Dublin. An architect was employed 
to consider the plans furnished by our superintendent. 

9477. You say that the extent of the proposed farm is about 650 statute acres r 
do you recollect what the estimate of the proposed buildings is ? 

About 3,000 L, including the dwelling-house for the superintendent. 

9478. And the school for instniction? 

We do not begin that at present ; we wait tiU we realize profits before we 
undertake that part of our project. 

9479. In the meanwhile, does it come within your expectation that the esta- 
blishment of a model farm of that description in Ireland, conducted by a skilful 
agriculturist, must necessarily of itself furnish a school for agriculturail instruc- 
tion ? 

It would, to a great extent ; but, besides the exhibition of good modes of farm- 
ing, we look to the direct instruction of young men, by training them as farm- 
servants and land-stewards. 

9480. You 
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9480. You are aware that an agricultural school has long been established in 
the North of Ireland, at Templemoyle ? 

Yes. 

9481. You have been in cominunication with them, probably, to get hints for 
the management of your future establishment? 

We have not yet entered upon any arrangements towards the organization of 
the school. 

9482. Are you able to inform the Committee whether the Templemoyle 
establishment has turned out a considerable number of young men, who by reason 
of that instruction in agriculture have been able to obtain an independent mode 
of support for themselves? 

I have always understood that it has been attended with very useful results. 

9483. Has not the same consequence shown itself in the model farm which 
is now carried on under the supeiintendence of the Commissioners of Education 
at Glasnevin ? 

I believe it also to be a very useful undertaking. 

9484. Was the attention of the Society of Friends directed also to the question 
of fisheries, as well as to the question of agricultural improvements ? 

It was. We considered the fisheries as having one of the first claims upon 
our assistance. 

9485. As furnishing an immediate supply of food ? 

Both on that ground and because of the extreme destitution of the people on 
some parts of the coast. 

9486. What was the course that you adopted in relation to the fisheries along 
the coast r 

In the first instance, we made sundry small advances to trustworthy parties 
for loans to fishermen; in some instances with decidedly useful results. It was 
always in the way of loans, and the money, in many cases, was punctually and 
fully repaid. 

9487. Where the loan system is applicable, do not you conceive that that 
system is a much more advantageous one, with a view both to ensure the industry 
of the party and the moral results attending the punctual discharge of engage- 
ments, than by distributing the same amount gratuitously? 

In anything connected with commercial operations, gratuitous assistance is 
decidedly objectionable, for it places the party receiving assistance in an unfair 
position, as regards others who have not that assistance. 

9488. Independently of that, is not there a greater impulse given to the 
industry of the party, assuming honesty of intention, where the assistance given 
is by means of a loan to be repaid, than where it is by a grant of money for 
which the party is subject to no such responsibility ? 

I have no doubt that it is a stimulus to exertion, where there is a right moral 
feeling. 

9489. Did you send round an agent to visit the Western coast f 

We found such conflicting reports as to the productiveness of the fisheries, 
that we considered it important to have an inspection^ made of the state of the 
fishing-grounds along the coast ; accordingly, one of our committee proceeded 
in a vessel properly appointed for that purpose, and visited most if not all the 
fishing-grounds on the Western and Southern coasts. 

9490. What was the result of that inspection, with a view to the ascertain- 
ment of the productive powers of the Western fisheries? 

I must acknowledge that so far as his observation extended, at some particular 
localities at least, they had been over-rated ; but there are very productive fishing- 
grounds on various parts of the Irish coast ; that is satisfactorily ascertained. 

9491. Did that inspection comprehend the deep-sea fishery, as well as the 
coast and harbour fishery ? 

Chiefly tlie coast and harbour fishery. 

( 19 . 28 .) 4 9492, Was 
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9492. Was the result of the whole such as to convince you that there was a 
considerable supply of human food in the shape of fish available along the 
Western coast? 

We can entertain no doubt of that fact. 



9493. The quantity and the quality are such as that, in your judgment, it 
would be available as an article of productive commerce ? 

There can be no doubt of it, not only as an article of productive commerce, 
but a most valuable addition to the available food of the country. 

9494. What are the difficulties which stand in the way of the development of 
the resources along the Western coast ? 

The chief difficulty I apprehend to be the present prostrate condition of the 
people. 

9495. And the want of a market ? 

Also the want of local markets; if there was a large capture of fish, there is no 
adequate demand for them upon some parts of the coast. 

949G. Is the destitute position of the people manifested in the want of boats, 
fishing-tackle, and other appliances which are requisite for the prosecution of their 
trade as fishermen ? 

It is so in many cases. 

9497. Did you find any dispsition on the part of the population on the coast 
to avail themselves of any assistance which you gave them in those respects? 

There was a great anxiety in general ; we had many applications from parties 
interested in the improvement of the condition of their tenantry and the people 
around them, and we endeavoured to select from amongst them such as we 
thought we could depend ujion as being not only trustworthy, but also possessing 
habits of business ; for it requires good habits of business to qualify a person to 
undertake anything of the kind successfully. 



9498. But confining the question to the poor fishermen themselves, who 
might be supposed from want of means to be debarred from the prosecution of 
their line of industry, was there manifested on their part a disposition, if those 
means were supplied to them, of making their industry, as fishermen, pro- 
ductive ? 

I think there was to a certain extent ; we met with some disappointments in 
this respect ; we found that the people were not always so alive as they ought to 
he to the necessity of exertion; that they were so discouraged by the prevalence 
of distress as to produce a state of feeling approaching to apathy. 

9499. _ Is not there some indisposition on the part of the fishermen, upon some 
parts oi the Western coast, especially the Claddagh fishermen in the Bay of 
Galway, to allow of the introduction of any improved system ? 

i believe there is ; the Claddagh fishermen are a peculiar class of people ; they 
are not easily dealt with ; but our London committee (for we have been in close 
con-espondence, from our commencement, with a committee of the Society of 
Friends m London, having similar objects to our own,) have latterly taken the 
Claddagh fishermen particularly under their care ; they have sent a person from 
Cornwall, an experienced fisherman, to live at Galway, and to endeavour to intro- 
duce a better mode of fishing amongst the Claddagh people, and we have had 
very satisfactory reports of his success ; he has been well received there • and 
he has estabhshed a curing-bouse in the town, which, I understand, is at prisent 
doing well. ^ 



9500. Do you not thmk that any sluggishness or inertness, which you have 
described as existing on the part of the fishermen, may be in wdiole or in part 
attributable to the want of curing-houses, in the first instance, to prepare their 
fish lor market, and also to the want of rapid communication for the purnose of 
conyeying this perishable commodity to a market where it would find an easy 
and advantageous sale ? •' 

symptoms I have alluded to will disappear 
under a judicious course of treatment ; I think their character will be Kreatlv 
improved by the well-directed exertions of those placed over them ; they are 
quite susceptible of improvement. ^ 

9501. What 
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9501. What are the nearest markets where you think there would be any 
likelihood of any demand for fish ? 

The e;reat object would be, if possible, to have access to the metropolis ; I know 
hardly anything more likely to contribute to the development of the resources 
of the West coast of Ireland than a railway from Galway to Dublin ; it would 
be of great national importance. 

9502. ^^’hat size are the boats that they now haver 

They have two descriptions of boats, hookers and pinnaces. I should suppose 
the hookers to be generally about 10 or 12 tons burden, perhaps rather larger. 

9503. How many men have they on board to man them? 

I should think five to seven men. 



9504. Are you aware of any efforts that have been of late made to turn the 
railway accommodation now existing, from Mallow to Dublin, to the purpose of 
transmitting fish for the supply of the Dublin market? 

I have recently heard that one of our correspondents on the coast of the 
county of Cork, near Cape Clear, has made arrangements for transmitting the 
produce of his fisheries to Dublin vid Mallow, under a contract with the Great 
Southern and Western Railway Company for cheap carriage. 



9505. From what has been reported to you of the prices at which fish, even 
of a luxurious character, such as turbots, are procured upon the Western coast, 
and knowing from experience, probably, the prices of those fish in Dublin, have 
you any doubt that the transmission will be both beneficial to the fisherman and 
advantageous to the Dublin consumers ? 

We know that fine turbots are often sold upon the coast for a few pence, 
which would be worth half a guinea or more in the Dublin market. 

9506. What distance would it be by railway from Galway to Dublin ? 

It is 104 Irish miles ; there is a railway at present as far as Mullingar, which 
is likely to be completed to Athlone before very long. 

9507. Can you state in about what time they would in all probability he able 
to convey the fish from Galway to Dublin? 

In about six to eight hours, judging from the present rate of travelling by 
railway in Ireland. 

9508. Can you state to the Committee any experiments respecting fisheries 
that have been tried upon the South-eastern part of the coast of Ireland at Cork 
and Waterford? 

I would advert to a fisheiy at the small village of Ring, near Helvick Head, 
in the county of Waterford. 



9509. Has that been successful ? 

It has been eminently so. 

9510. If there be any falling off in the immediate home-market, may not that 
be attributable not only to the diminished resources of the country, but to the 
loss of the potato, which was the usual accompaniment or addition to salt-fish 
as an article of food ? 

Undoubtedly ; as an illustration of this, I may mention what appears to be a 
very extraordinary fact, that herrings taken in lar ge quantity in the neighbourhood 
of Cork, were at one time during the prevalence of the recent famine found 
absolutely worthless; the people would not buy them because they had not 
potatoes to eat with them. 

9511. Although you have stated that the efforts which your society, in common 

with others, have humanely made, have been, as an incident to the relief that they 
have given, attended with consequences of an exceptionable kind, arising from its 
being charitable relief, may they not still be very important as directing the 
attention of the public to profitable sources of industry, and the means of im- 
proving the condition of the people upon sound commercial and industrial 
principles? i 

I would hope that the result of the experience of the last two years and a half 
will be very valuable in. any future period of distress of a similar character, 

9512. Independently of that, supposing the efforts w’hich you have made on 
the subject of fisheries and on thesubject of agriculture should teach the people 

(19.28.) H to 
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to be better fishermen and more skilful agriculturists, will not that lead to the 
introduction of new and better plans for the improvement of their condition 
when the necessity (if it shall so please God) for their relief shall cease ? 

I hope so ; I would hope that the calamityunder which we have been suffering 
Avill be overruled for good in that way as well as others ; I do entertain that 
hope under all our present discouragements. In reference to the services of our 
society, I wish to say that these services have been greatly overrated ; we have 
not done what has by any means deserved the encomiums passed upon us ; we 
have merely endeavoured to perform a very simple duty. 

9513. But do not you think that those who contributed the funds which you 
have been administering abroad and at home, deserve eveiy encomium for their 
liberal and generous assistance ? 

We owe a large debt of gratitude, under Divine Providence, to our benefactors 
in Great Britain and America ; the exertions made by the citizens of the United 
States have been such as can scarcely he sufficiently appreciated. 

9514. Have your correspondents led you to know that the calamity of Ireland 
was deeply and sensibly felt at the time throughout the whole of the Union ? 

It was so even in some of the most remote districts ; we had letters from 
places in the remote West that we had previously hardly heard of, manifesting 
deep sympathy; the supplies were to an extent altogether unexpected by us. 

9515. Has that sympathy not only manifested itself in the supplies of food 
and charitable relief, which were administered through your agency, but also in 
large remittances of money from America, to assist the emigration of friends and 
relations of those who had been successful emigrants in time past? 

It is a very remarkable feature of the emigration from Ireland to America, 
that relatives who have gone abroad, have, to an extent almost incredible, re- 
mitted money to their kindred at home for the purpose either of assisting them 
at home or enabling them to emigrate. I believe that the amount sent in that 
way surpasses what we have any idea of. 

9516. Did the parties to whom that assistance was sent gladly avail themselves 
of it for the purpose of emigration ? 

I should think they are universally anxious to do so. 

9517. It is presumed that the exertions of the Society of Friends in Dublin 
have naturally made them the channels through which the various applications 
for relief have been made ? 

There has been a great disposition in our poor fellow country-people to cast 
themselves on us for relief. 

9518. Are you able, from any evidence which you have received, to state 
whether there is, at the present moment, a very strong desire for emigration on 
the part of any considerable number of the Irish people? 

There is no doubt whatever of that fact. 

9519. Is there any difficulty which stands in the way, and impedes the progress 
of the more necessitous emigrants ? 

Perhaps 1 could not better illustrate this than by stating what has come to my 
knowledge since I came to this city a few days since : an application has been 
sent to me from an Inspector of one of the Western Poor Law Unions, statino-, 
that a number of poor persons, who are chargeable on the rates, have had their 
passages paid for them by their friends in America, but being totally unprovided 
with means for an outfit of clothing and provisions for the voyage, they are 
unable to avail themselves of the proffered benefit ; and their intended voyage 
being to the United States, there is no power to assist them under the Poor 
Law. I believe the provision for aid to emigration under the Poor Law is con- 
fined to the British Colonies. The application is for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether we can grant any funds to enable these poor people to avail themselves 
of the means of transport provided for them by their friends abroad. 

9520. By the public Returns, which are before Parliament, it appears that, 
notwithstanding such difficulties, the amount of the existing emigration is 
very considerable ; does that emigration, to any extent, consist of parties of a 
difi'erent class, who are enabled to provide for themselves, and to pay for their 
passage I 

To 
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To a very large extent ; a great many substantial farmers are giving up their 
land, and the aggregate of the capital they carry out with them must amount 
to a considerable sum. 

9521. Does the emigration of that class of persons who are enterprising, and 
who, by leaving the country, withdraw from Ireland a larger proportionate 
amount of capital than they withdraw of numbers, tend to lessen or to increase 
the existing causes of distress in Ireland ? 

I should say it would tend to increase them. 

9522. Must it not necessarily lessen the amount of funds, which would 
otherwise be directly or indirectly spent in the employment of labour ? 

Undoubtedly. 

9523. Is not the disproportion between the funds which are employed in 
labour, and the number of persons who are seeking for employment as labourers, 
one of the most immediate and pressing causes of distress now in Ireland r 

Certainly ; that I conceive involves one of the most interesting and important 
problems connected with the improvement of the material condition of our 
country. 

9524. Do you consider that the increased emigration of those who are 
possessors of capital, and who, on leaving the country, surrender lands which 
they had previously cultivated, and who are of the more enterprising class that 
vou have described, arises from the depressed state of affairs in Ireland, and the 
uncertainty of the profits of cultivation, connected with the possibility of the 
augmentation and progressive increase of the local charges and rates ? 

I believe that these causes have, to a considerable extent, contributed to 
produce a desire for emigration on the part of the class alluded to, as well 
as others. 

9525. Is it not connected, to a certain extent, with the consolidation of farms 
and the diminished number of tenants consequent upon it, and the number of 
changes of possession that take place 1 

There can he no doubt of that. 

9526. Does not the existence of a great pauper class, in the agricultural 
districts, more especially in those of Connaught, cast an uncertainty and 
insecurity upon the agricultural operations of that country, which would induce 
an enterprising farmer to seek some, other place and some otlier manner of 
employing his resources and investing his capital ? 

These results would unquestionably follow, if the present state of things were 
to continue ; but I hope that the limitation of the Poor Law assessment, and 
other measures now in progress through Parliament, will have a very good effect 
in the contrary direction. 

9527. Have you known any members of your society in this country, whose 
thoughts have been turned towards the investment of capital in Ireland in the 
purchase of land? 

Not to any considerable extent ; at present I do not know more than one 
individual who has recently taken, not by purchase, but at an annual rent, upon 
a long lease, a pretty large tract of land near Clifden, in the county of Galway. 
His motive, I understand, is not so much to realize a profit for himself in the 
cultivation of the land, as to promote the improvement of the moral and social 
condition of the people. 

9528. Supposing that, either for a friend or for yourself, you were desirous of 
investing money in the improvement of Irish land, and that you had two estates 
offered to you, one which was over-peopled in proportion to the means of 
employing those people, while, on the other, there was only an amount of popu- 
lation adequate and proportionate to the wants of agriculture, which of those 
two estates would you be disposed to invest in ? 

Were the sole object a profitable investment of capital, there can be no doubt 
whatever that the latter would be chosen. 

9529. From facts which have come to your knowledge, and from the obser- 
vations which you yourself have made, are there not many districts in Ireland 
in which the subdivision of land is so extreme, and the multiplication of pauper 
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population so great, as to afford no inducement, except upon the condition of 
lessening the amount of population, to try to improve the land, and to cultivate 
it with advantage ? 

I hat is a difficult question for me to answer. It has not been my lot to have 
much to do with the management of landed property. 

9530. Can you put in a copy of your general Report of the operations of the 
Relief Committee of the Society of Friends ? 

We have not yet made up a final Report of oiir operations. This is a Report 
published nearly a year since {producing the same ) ; the figures at foot bring up 
the amount of the receipts and disbursements to the 31st of Third month 
(March) last, 

The same is delivered in. 



DISTRESS IN IRELAND. 



Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends, 

43, Fleet-street, Dublin, 19th of Sixth Month 1848. 

Although a prolonged state of distress in several parts of Ireland, and the continued sup- 
plies poured in upon us from abroad with unexampled liberality, render it impossible yet to 
close our labours, and to hirnish our constituents with a full account of the distribution of 
tlieir bounty; yet the lapse of move than a year and half since we entered upon the 
administration of the large fund entrusted to us, demands that some account of our pro- 
ceedings, and of the present state of our accounts, should be laid before the subscribers. 

Reserving more minute details fora future Report, we present herewith a statement of our 
receipts and issues, in money and food, from the time of our appointment, iu Eleventh month 
1840, to the 1 st of Fifth month 1848. 



This statement exhibits the amount hitherto allocated for relief in each county and pro- 
vince of Ireland. It is m be observed that these divisions consist of a great number of 
minor districts, whose claims required to be individually considered. In most cases appli- 
cations were many times renewed, and_ successive grants made. Thus, the distribution of 
142,065 1. throughout the several counties was effected by upwards of 8,900 separate »rants 
the average value of each grant having been about 16 L 18 s. Of these grants, abouf 3 500 
were made at the central office m Dublin, and about 5,400 by our auxiliaries in Cork 
Limerick, Waterford and Cionmel. 



_ The management of the local distribution has been entrusted to individuals or committees 
in the respective districts, whom we believed to be efficient and trustworthy; and in the 
selection of these channels of relief, as well as in every other branch of our admmistration 
we have no hesitation in stating that the strictest impartiality has been observed. ' 

It is obvious that a large amount of labour must have devolved on those enaaeed in con- 
ducting a business, comprehending not only the distribution of so considerable a fund, but 
the receipt and manapment of the vast supplies of provisions placed at our disposal bv 
the munificence of the citizens of the United States, consisting of nearly lOO separate 
shipments or cargoes, many of which were landed at various outports. A welRaSmSl 
of. was. therefore, necessary to ensure due regulanty 

be subteef' t “f hereafter for anyscratiny to .iid, our tranractions may 

be subjected. Ofthe extent of the correspondence growing out of the several denartmen^ 
of the ooocern aome idea may be fbrroed, when we slate Ihit tire nurnberTle toTraS 
a|jd despatched at om- office In Drrblin, in the comae of the 18 months enfbVsc^ n ffio 
present Seport was apwards of 37,000. Our endeavour ha,s been to conduct the business 
at the srnallest possible cost, without a sacrifice of efficiency: and in this we have been 
^ gratuitous services of several friends, who have devoted their time with 

SffisneSr' d A considerable number of paid clerks rave 

indispensable , and we have only to express our hope, that, having reference to the matrnihiHs. 
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that the freight has been, in all cases, paid by our Government. In some instances it became 
necessary to sell the food, and in these cases the amount of money received is, of course, 
that which appears in our books. 

Referring to ihe proportion of our funds allotted to the several districts, we may observe that 
whilst there has been a conscientious endeavour to make an equitable distribution, it is not 
pretended that in all cases the amount expended in each county has been in the precise ratio 
of the distress. The strict application of such a rule was rendered impracticable by various 
circumstai’ces. In all cases it was needful to keep in view the Goveniment measures, and 
those of the other relief associations, as well as the local resources which were or ought to 
be forthcoming ; but the cause wliich above all others has obstructed an equal participation in 
the relief, has been the want of a sufficient number of suitable bands to administer it in some 
of the most distressed districts. It will be perceived that a much larger share of our funds has 
been disti'ibnted in the pi-ovince of Munster than in Connaught. It is true that in the 
western parts of the countv of Cork, and in the counties of Kerry and Clare, the famine 
was as sore as in any part of Ireland ; but in extremity of want, and extent of destitution, 
the province of Connaught unquestionably presented, upon the whole, tlie darkest shade of 
distress. It is very difficult for those who are not intimately acquainted with the state of 
that province, to conceive how completely that machinery is wanting, in its extensive rural 
districts, which, in a well-ordered community, can be made available for investigating and 
administering to tlte wants of the poor. From this cause, it has been found impossible in 
some parts of Connaught to carry out by private agency any comprehensive measures of 
relief. The larger distribution of our lands in Munster has been mainly owing to the 
greater amount of local co-operation, superintended and aided as it has been by our efBcient 
auxiliary committees of friends in the towns of Cork, Limerick, Waterford and Clonmel. 

We now turn from the past to our present operations. Under the extreme pressure of 
famine with which we had to deal for a considerable time after our appointment, the pro- 
minent object waste devise the most prompt and effectual measures for averting starvation. 
The dearth of food was generally attempted to be met by the formation of depots, where 
soup and other kinds of cooked provisions were grauiitously distributed; but the hurtful 
tenaency of gratuiious relief in pauperizing the people was too apparent to permit the con- 
tinuance of such a system beyond the period of urgent need ; and accordingly, as the suf- 
fering gradually abated, and a more comprehensive Poor Law came into operation, it became 
our anxious endeavour to apply the residue of the means entrusted to us to such objects as 
were most likely, whilst affording present relief, to have a direct bearing upon the perma- 
nent improvement of the condition of the people, in promoting productive industry, and 
developing the resources of the country. With this view, we have for some months past 
very much discontinued gratuitous issues of food, for purposes of general relief, and have 
chiefly confined our grants to some suffering districts, for the purpose of affording nourish- 
ment to sick and convalescent persons and their helpless children, who may not be adequately 
relieved under the existing Poor Law. We intend to adhere to this system. 



Considerable grants have been recently made, and are still in progress, in aid of an 
extension of the fisheries on the Western and feoutliern Coasts. This is a branch of national 
industry which promises beyond most others to reward the entei-pH.^e of the intelligent and 
persevering ; it also possesses the important advantage, in those parts where the produce of 
the land is insufficient for the support of its population, of being productive of immediate 
supplies of wholesome food. Our assistance has chiefly consisted of loans to parties who 
have undertaken to act in conformity to regulations carefully framed with a view to the 
interests of both owners and crews of the boats employed. We consider that the obligation 
to repayment out of actual earnings will be a stimulus to industry, and lay the foundation 
for a more healthy prosecution of the trade than if it were nurtured by a system of gratuities. 
The principal stations thus assisted are as follow : — 



Belmullet - - County of Mayo. 

Achill Sound - ditto. 

Ballinakill - - County of Galway. 

Killeiy Harbour - ditto. 



Dingle Bay - 
Bere Island - 
Castle Townsend 
Helvick Head 



- County of Kerry'. 

- County of Cork. 

- ditto. 

- County of Waterford. 



Grants of improved fishing-tackle and clothing have been made at many other places on 
the coast, and some aid has fikewise been afforded to an industrious class of fishermen on 
Lough Neagh. The result hitherto, in most of these cases, is highly encouraging. 

We have lately entered upon the cultivation of about 550 Irish, equal to 900 Englisli, 
acres of land in the county of Mayo — an engagement requiring the outlay of a considerable 
sum of money ; which being chiefly expended in“ spade-labour in one of the most impoverished 
counties in Ireland, cannot fail, whatever may be its ultimate issue, to afford a large amount 
of present relief. We entertain a hope, however, not only that the funds employed will be 
returned, but that the exhibition of an improved mode of culture, and the growth of useful 
crops, hitherto but little known in that part of the country, will have a tendency to with- 
di aw the peasantry from their exclusive dependence on the potato, and in other respects be 
productive of permanent benefit. The lands are of good quality, and in fair condition ; 
and are placed at our disposal for one season by the proprietors, free of rent and poor-rate : 
we provide the labour, manure and seed, and receive the produce, giving up the land when 
the crops shall be disposed of. 

(18.28.) h 3 The 



J. Beuley, Esq. 
25th May 1849. 
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The allotment of crops is agreed to be as follows : — 



Turnips 
Mangold Wurtzel - 
Parsnips 
Carrots 
Peas - 



- 272 acres. 



Beans - - 22 i 

Barley (dibbled) 9 

Oats (ditto) - 9 

Cabbages - - 21 

Fia-v - - 50 



A considerable portion of the land is now sown, and the prospects so fiir are favourabic. 
This operation is superintended by an intelligent local committee, consisting of a few highly 
respectable persons residing at Baliina, and its vicinity, assisted by the County Surveyor, 
and one of the practical instructors at present so usefully employed by tbe Royal A'^-ricul- 
tural Society in diffusing sound information respecting the management of land amongst 
the small farmers in various parts of Ireland. A similar operation, on a smaller scale, has 
been undertaken on our belialtin the county of Galway, by Lord Wallscourt ; in this instance 
we have simply given the .seed, and advanced the sum of 200 1, to be repaid in 12 uioatlis. 
on condition of the money being expended in the culture, by spade-labour, of IrO acres, in’ 
crops approved by us. The whole of this land is now under crop, and tbe reports made’ to 
us of the execution and prospects of the work are exceedingly satisfactory. 

The situation of small landholders, who have struggled under the great difficulties of the 
last two years to maintain their independent position, has repeatedly claimed our synipathv 
and assistance. We were enabled last year, by a liberal donation from tiie Government bv 
the hands of Commissary-General Sir Randolph Routh, of about 40,000 pounds weio-ht of 
turnip-seeds, to make a very seasonable distribution in small portions in various parts of 
Ireland. The results were truly valuable and encouraging. By the returns made from our 
correspondents, entrusted with the local distribution, it appeared that 9,052 acres were sown 
a large proportion of which, through the extreme poverty of the occupiers, would probablv 
have otherwise lam waste ; and the produce having been generally abundant, it is estimated 
that upwards ot 190,000 tons of turnips were thus raised by a class, consisting generallv of 
small farmers and cottiers, whose resources were almost exhausted. There is probablv at 
the present time no portion of the community labouring under greater difficulties and nii- 
vations than those whose occupation of land, exceeding one quarter of an acre, has excluded 
thetn from Poor Law relief, and who cling to their little holdings as the only means of future 
subsistence. We have had undoubted evidence that several instances have occurred in wliidi 
persons thus circumsWd have suffered individuals of their family to die of want ratlier 
than surrender then- land. Encouraged by the experience of last season, and as a mean, 

allotted the sum of 

5,000 Z. for the purchase of turnip and other green-crop seeds, of which the early kinds have 
been extensively distributed, and the allotment of others is still in progress. The seeds am 
g^tuitously, our correspondents in the several districts being merely expected to satisfy 

'gmStrbLfprTpL 

Having reason to believe that the want of clothing to n great extent contributed to nor 
petnate a state of abject poverty, by unfitting the alle-bodied for oul-door labour and bv 
pred.sposmg all classes to the attacks of disease, we believed it rivhl to appropriie a eon 
srderafcle sum w.thm the last few months to the purchase of material, for larmen ts t^ho 
made up and distributed under the superintendence of benevolent persons ini,e rou ,trv° 
a portion of the value of the clothing to be, if possible renaid » 

3*?f whi'S'^ statement as exiiended'^Sr/tlfis 

head, of which a small part has been already refunded ; but the distribution beim? af;il 
progress, some time must elapse before the results are known It is here nronSr to^ ^**1- " 
ttiat veiy considerable donations of ready-made garments have from time m K* 
fi-om our generous helpers in America, L valnl orwteh is not Llade^^^ ^^0 ' , “of 
donations acknowledged in the annexed account ; nor do we possess the means of , i ^ 
ascertaining the value of the clothing thus consigned to us wrlia veXo . ^ .‘““'“''■y 

donations fiom England in money and materials L this special obieet wlich 
m the present statement of accounts. Our clothinv transaoHoSi foi^ , d'.t° “PP'?'' 

manag^ by a sub-oommitlae of our members. The“grants of clothinv hithl J * 
been about 1 too in number, and in value about ll.OorrdistrSris^^^^^^^ 
have been, throughout every county in Ireland. ’ other grants 



the^fclWif ‘IjeTte “ P^S'^* "■“y 



Up as embracing 



2. Encouragement of fisheries. 

3. Advances of money towards an improved system of land cultivation. 

4. Grants of turnip and other green-crop seeds to small farmers. 

5. Ditto of clothing to the industrious poor. 



And 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




THE OPERATION OP THE IRISH POOR LAW. 



963 



And towards the carrying forward of these and such other useful objects cnnsi-stent with J- Bevdei/, Esq. 

the nature of our trust, as may hereafter present themselves, there was on the first ultimo 

(as appears by the annexed account) a balance of the fund at our disposal amounting to ^5*h May 18+9. 
31,276/. Is. 2d. 

lu conclusion, we may acknowledge the deep anxiety with which we continue to regard 
the state of things around us. The dearth of food in the country has, through the bounty of 
Divine Providence in the last abundant hai'vest, been removed for the present — a mercy to 
be commemorated with reverent gratitude. But one of the results of the late visitation of 
famine has been to disclose a train of social maladies of no temporary eliaracter, and to fix 
on them the attention of many enlightened persons, both in Great Britain and Irchinri. Are 
these to be permitted to continue ? Some of them are too closely interwoven with the 
habits of the people to admit of sudden amelioration, but others are more within our reach, 
and claim a vigorous effort for their removal. Amongst this class there are probably none 
which contribute more to cramp the industrial energies of the country than the complicated 
difficulties of the land question. Employment for the multitudes whose sole means of sub- 
sistence is in the culture of the soil, can only be found in an enlarged application of capital 
to this branch of national industry ; in order to which there are impediments to be removed, 
which we apprehend will be found to require legislative measures of a bold and comprehen- 
sive character. it is ti’ue that such measures, to be efficacious, must have the coidial 
co-operation of the people, and that unless the security of property be guaranteed by the 
maintenance of public order, all legislation for this object will be in vain. We ventura to 
hope, however, tliat under wise and equitable laws, and an improved system of land manage- 
ment, many of the existing discontents would disappear, that the pursuits of peacefal 
industry would gradually ta^e the place of political strife, and that unequivocal symptoms 
of social improvement would ere long gladden the hearts of all true lovers of their 
country. 

Signed on behalf of the Committee, 




(19. 28.) 



H 4 
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I would also, with the permission of this Committee, deliver in an address to 
the public at large in Great Britain and Ireland, issued by our Committee on the 
8th of the present month, containing a brief summary cf our operations, and a 
statement of the views which, after much deliberation, we have arrived at in 
reference to the present state of our country, and those means which appear to 
us indispensable towards her restoration to a more healthy condition. 



J, Bevilei/, E'q, 
25th filay 1849. 



ADDRESS to the Public from the Belief Association of the Society op Friends 
ill Ireland. 

In reviewing our proceedings fur the two years and half which have elapsed since the 
formation of this association, and in contemplating the present unhappy condition of om- 
countiy, the conviction is painfully forced on us, that the public bounty distributed through 
us, as well as the relief afforded from other sources, whatever may have been their value in 
affording a teoiporary alleviation of wide-spread misery, have produced scarcely any per- 
manently useful result. 

Our original circular appealed to our brethren in religious profession in this country and in 
Great Britain. It was responded to, not merely by those to whom it was addressed, but by 
iiiaiiy unconnected with our religious society in these countries, and also by the citizens of 
the United States, to an extent and with a munificence unparalleled in the history of 
benevolent exertions. The contributions confided to us in money, food and clothing, 
amounted to about 200,000 1., of which more than one-half was sent from America. 

The means placed at our disposal have indeed been large. We have felt the respoiisihiUty 
thus imposed on us, and our best exertions have been given for, their judicious application. 
Several of our members have from time to time visited the more distressed parts of the South 
and West, in order, by obtainine a fuller knowledge of their condition, to be enabled the 
better to administer to tlieir relief. We sought for and obtained the co-Qperatiun of 
benevolent persons in all parts of ihe country. Wherever it appeared judicious to form 
local committees, we endeavoured to work through such mean.? ; l-ut in the great number of 
cases in which the isolation of the parties rendered united action impracticable, we trusted to 
individual exertion. In carrying out our objects, an extensive correspondence has been kept 
up. More than 40,000 letters have been received or written by the committee in Dublin, 
and a proportionate number by auxiliary committees in the country. We have also been 
brouglit into personal communication with men of all ranks and all classes, whether solicit- 
ing our assistance on behalf of the poor around them, or engaged in similar endeavours to 
alleviate the prevalent distress. 

Gratuitous issues of food have been made to tlie value of 1 30,000 f.; clothing lias been 
distributed exceeding 10,000 Z. in value; and grants of money have been made to the 
amount of 20,000 Z. The total number of grants has exceeded 11,000. Feeling the 
demoralizing tendency of such extensive almseiving, we have endeavoured to encourage 
industry. We have made grants in aid of local manufactures, have supported industrial 
schools, liave advanced money in loans for the assistance of fisheries, and in a few cases with 
highly gratifying results. In order to encourage the culture of green crops, which might 
prove some substitute for the potato, we have distributed nearly 200,000 lbs. weight of 
turnip, carrot, parsnip, cabbage, and other such seeds ; and we also undertook the temporary 
cultivation of about 800 statute acres of land in green crops by spade labour. 

But tlie contributions entrusted to us have borne but a small proportion to the whole 
expenditure for tlie relief of the country. Money has been expended to an unprecedented 
amount. The British Relief Association dispensed about 400,000 1. The distribution by 
other relief associations may be estimated at fully 200,000 Z. The collections by local com- 
mittees in Ireland exceeded 300,000 Z. If we add to these the numberless contributions of 
private benevolence, and the remittances from emigrants for the relief of their friends at 
home, the aggregate may be safely estimated at one million and a half sterling. The 
advances by Government were on a gigautic. scale, amomitbig to nearly 10,000,000 Z. sterling. 

From these various sources a large amount of relief was aflbrded at a period of great 
distress, and many were preserved, for a time at least, from that stervation which, without 
such assistance, appeared inevitable. But we are saddened by the conviction, that, with a 
very few exceptions, no permanent good has been done. We feel that the condition of our 
country is not improved, that her prospects are even worse, because her people have less 
hope. Many of those who were most active in administering to the relief of their neigh- 
bors have fallen victims to exertions of mind and body beyond their capability to sustain. 
Others have withdravim Ifoiu the work, in despair of ejecting any good. The pressure of 
private affairs, and, in many cases, of pecuniary difficulty, has forced others to discontinue 
their efforts. Thus, voluntary exertions have almost ceased, and even for the administration 
of the legal relief, paid agents are necessary throughout a large part of the country. 

The calamity fell first on the lowest class, especially the labouring population of tlie South 
and West. In losing their crop of potatoes, they lost all, and sunk at once into helpless and 
hopeless pauperism. The small farmers still preserved hope. With great exertions, and 
submitting in many cases to extreme privations, they agairi cropped their ground ; a second 
(19.2S.') I 
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J- Seeley, Esq. 
25tli M.ay 1849. 



faihire of the potatoes pauperized these also. Tlien came the increased poor-rates, heaviest 
in those districts which were least alile to bear theru, weighing down many who without 
this last burden might have stood their ground, alarming all by the unaccustomed pressure 
of an undefined taxation, and greatly reducing the small amount of capital applicable to 
the employment ot labour. The landed proprietor, in order to provide for the payment of 
rates, has been obliged to leave much useful work undone, thus lessening the number of 
labourers employed. In many cases, his chief effort has been to diminish the population by 
a frightful system of wholesalfe evictions, and thus get rid of a tenantry, who under happier 
circumstances would have been a source of wealth, but whom his inability to employ, after 
the failure of the potatoj liad converted into a heavy burden. Despair- of succeeding at 
home has driven, and is still driving, vast numbers of the most industrioas of the middle 
classes to transfer their energy, and. a considerable amount of capital, to other countries, 
whicli offer a freer scone tor exertion. 'I'he paupers are merely kept alive, either.in the 
crowded workhouses, or, in alarming numbers, depending on out-door relief; but their 
health Is not maintained; their physical strength is weakened, their mental capacity is 
lowered, their moral character is degraded ; they are hopeless themselves, and they offer no 
hope to their country, except in the prospect, so abliorrent to humanity and Christian feeling, 
of their gradual extinction by death. Many families are now suffering extreme distress, 
who, three years since, enjoyed the comforts and refinements of life, and administered to the 
necessities of those around them. Thus we have seen the flood of pauperism widening more 
and more, engulphing one class after another, rising higher and higher in its effects on 
society, until it threatens, in some of the worst districts, to swallow up all ranks and all 
classes within its fatal vortex. 



Meanwhile, there is much land lying waste which was formerly cultivated, while the 
strength of the country is standing by idle, anxiously asking for work, and willing to accept 
the lowest wages; but finding no one to employ them, because the owners of the ground 
have not the money to pay them, and the dread of undefined taxation, and uncertainty as to 
the future, prevent others from taking the land on lease. 



Residing as we do; for the most part, in the large cities, or in the comparatively prosperous 
districts of the East and North, we see little more of the extreme distress of our country- 
men than the people of England. But we find our poor-rates increased by the influ.x of 
countn- paupers ; we see them begging in our streets ; we witness the effects of tlie gradual 
reduction of the means of the country in the diminution of its trade; our constant inter- 
course with various parts of -Ireland makes us acquainted with the progress of destitution, 
and the question involuntarily arises, “When and how is the end to come?” To trust to 
the Poor Law and do nothing — to wait until pauperism is extinguished by the death of tlie 
paupers — is to wait until the country is stripped of her strength by the loss of her people. 
To convert Ireland into one large Union, is to bind the living to the dead. 

In alluding to the course pursued by us in the administration of our trust, our object is 
to show the extensive intercourse we.have had with all parts of the country, and the oppor- 
tunity thus afforded- us of forming a correct opinion of its present .state, and of the means 
most likely to contribute to its improvement. The propriety of making such a statement of 
our views has on several occasions been urged upon us, but we have hitherto been unwilling 
to obtrude ourselves on the public attenrion. Our conviction of the urgency of the present 
crisis must plead our apology — a crisis which affects not Ireland alone, but the whole 

empire. Paupera from our Western districts crowd the cities of Great Britain as they do 

those of Ireland, and are even now depressing their labouring population by an undue 
competition. The distress moves onward day by day. and unless checked in time, threatens 
ultimately to involve both countries in one common calamity. 



We have Jong felt that the chief ground of hope, the main source of improvement, is 
the improved culuvation of the soil ; and that the surest means of effecting this object is 
by aftordmg secunty to the cultivator. That this security does not generally exist in 
Iieland is admitted. On this point there is scarcely a second opinion among thinking men 
m this country. Ihe laws which regulate the title to, and the conveyance of land, require 
to be changed, so as to give the utmost freedom to its sale and transfer— so as to pass those 
estates whose proprietors are irretnevably ruined, into other hands— and to enable those 
w ho are paipally encumbered to free themselves from their difficulties, by disposing of part 
of their landed property Until this be effected; until the soil of Ireland be ifeld by a 
clear and mar.-;etable title ; until the owners be enabled to sell the whole or anypai't^of 
their property without the ruinous delays and the heavy costs which nowpreventthem- 
hfl hi r ® ^ have those facilities for enforcing payment of their debts 

by the .ale of his property, to which justice entitles them ; we are%oifvinced, and we feel 
ourselves bound thus publicly to state our decided conviction, that it is vain to hope that 
^ ^ ^ degiadation. The potato may grow 

spin, and by its as.sistance oUr country may be enabled to escape from the immediate 
pressure of its difficulties; but without those changes in the laws relating to the tenure and 
conveyance of land, which shall open a free scope for the employment of its capital and its 



An enormous expenditure^ of money has failed to relieve us. It could not do so unless 
free scope were opened to the energies of the country. The partial remedies which have 

beer 
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been applied have served but to tighten the net which tratnniels the exertions of the gi'eat 
mass of our population. Measures of a much more decided character are necessary to 
produce any permanently useful effect. The situation of the country is daily becoming 
worse. There is no time to lose, if those now suffering are to be saved. Money must still 
be advanced for temporary .purposes, during the interval which will elapse before efBcient 
measures can be brought into general and active operation. But our paramount want is 
not money ; it is the removal of those legal difficulties which prevent the capital of Ireland 
from being applied to t^ie imprpved cultivation of its soil, and thus supporting its poor by 
the wages of honest and useful labour. 

We believe these views to be founded in justice and sound policy, and therefore essential 
to the social regeneration of our country ; but we do not propose them as a panacea for all 
lier evils. It is not for us to “attempt to penetrate tlie secret desi^s of the Most High ; 
but we may without presumption regard the mysterious dispensation with which we have 
been visited, in the blight of the potato, as a means permitted, by an All-wise Providence to 
exhibit more strikingly the unsound state of our social condition. The momentous events 
which have been passing around us, have drawn public attention to some of those evils 
which have long weighed down the energies of our population ; and hence we are encou- 
raged to hope that this awful visitation may, in the Divine Mercy, be over-ruled for good ; 
and that the darkness which now surrounds us may be but the prelude to the dawning of a 
brighter day on our suflering country. But whilst adverting to the necessity of legislative 
and social changes, may it ever be reverently borne in mind that all human means will be 
unavailing without the blessing of Him who rmleth in the kingdoms of men. 

Signed by direction of the Relief Association of the Society of Friends in Ireland, 



Dublin, 8th of Fifth month, 1849. 



Jonathan 



Note . — ^The foregoing Address was drawn up before we were aware of the proposed 
measures of the Government for facilitating the sale of encumbered estates ; but was held 
over in order that it should obtain the consideration of the countiy members of thi.s Asso- 
ciation. 

9531. Supposing the failure of the potato crop to contihue, and the present 
state of things, as you are acquainted with it in Ireland, to continue, with no 
greater or more effectual appliances than those which are already in action to 
be made use of, do you feel any confidence in the improvement of the condition 
of that country ? 

Assuming matters to go on as they are, I cannot see any other result but that 
the condition of the qountry will continue rapidly to grow worse. 

9532. Does that apply to various classes, or is it confined to the poorer ? - 

By no means to the poorer classes ; the class of poor is, in my apprehension, 

enlarging every day. 

9533. Therefore the demands for relief, under those circumstances, enlarge in 
a similar proportion ? 

The demands for relief will unquestionably increase, and the means of giving 
relief will diminish. 

9534. On the other hand, would not a renewal of the productiveness of the 
potato crop tend to perpetuate many of the evils under which Ireland is now 
suffering ? 

If there was a return to the old system of potato cultivation by the corilfcre, 
I think it could not fail to do so. The potato, however, is a valuable esculenc, 
and if cultivated upon proper principles, as it is in England, I can see no objection 
to its continued culture. =*■ 



9535. But not as the sole subsistence of the population ? 

Certainly not. 

9536. Supposing matters to revert to the condition in which they were before 
the potato failure, do you contemplate any real and permanent security against 
the recurrence of a' similar state of things, or should you apprehend renewed 
visitations of distress in the revolution of the cycle at periods more or less 
frequent ? 

1 think we have no ground upon which to build the expectation of any 
improved state of things hereafter, all things remaining the same as they 
Jiave been, 

(19.28.) 1 2 9537. You 



Beuley, Esq. 
■5lh May 1849. 
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9537. You have stated that the condition of those who have contributed to 
the relief of distress is sinking, as well as the condition of the parties requiring 
that assistance?, 

1 here can be no doubt of it. 

9538. ' D'oes that statement apply to the condition of the landed proprietors as 
well as the farmers ? 

1 would say to every class. 

9539. Does it show itself also, in a great diminution in commercial transactions, 
in the trade of Ireland ? 

I should think it does*; it cannot fail to affect consumption, and of course that 
affects trade, which depends upon consumption for its support. 

9640. There is a very considerable intercourse between Dublin and Liverpool ? 

Very. 

9541. Are you of opinion that this distress in Ireland has more or less a 
tendency, if unrelieved, to show itself by the overflow of Irish pauperism upon 
what is comparatively English prosperity ? 

It has, unquestionably. 

9542. Then, does it not follow, as a just inference, that every measure which 
tends to improve the positive condition of the Irish people, to raise tlie station 
of the labourer, and to give him a better remuneration for his labour in Ireland, 
has an immediate tendency towards either checking or averting an evil from 
which England is likely to suflbr largely ? 

Tliat is decidedly my opinion. 

9543. Notwithstanding the great exertions which have been made by the 
Government, and by well-disposed and kind-hearted English individuals, and 
notwithstanding all the exertions of the landlords and of the various societies, are 
you not aware that a great number of persons have perished from the effects of 
starvation, and are at present perishing ? 

I am sorry to say that this is a well-authenticated fact. 

9544. Under those circumstances, do you think there is any chance of Ireland 
being extricated for some years to come from the great difficulty under which 
she now labours ? 

It is my belief, that under the most favourable circumstances likely to arise, 
she will emerge only very gradually from her present condition of distress. 

9545. Do you think it is possible that she can emerge without there being 
first a very great additional loss of life ? 

I really do entertain the hope that efforts might be made that would avert 
that sad consequence. 

9546. Then it is your deliberate opinion, that unless greater efforts should be 
made than have already been made, a great loss of life must ensue ? 

I am afraid so. 



_ 9547. Is it your opinion, that the gentry and the resident landed proprietors 
in Ireland are now in a situation to be able to give any important assistance to 
the poorer classes ? 

I believe many of them are at present in very reduced circumstances, and 
consequently less able to give important assistance to the poorer classes than 
they were two or three years since. 

9548. Are you of opinion that they have the power, although they may have 
the will, to save life upon a great scale? 

_ I should think it very unreasonable to expect the resident landed proprietors 
for thi^b' make the exertions and to supply the means necessary 



9549. Do you think there is any other means of saving a great number of 
unfortunate people m Ireland from death, unless the Government adopt some 
great and speedy measure for the purpose ? 

I cannot see how any large and comprehensive measure can be carried out 
without some action on the part of the Government. 



95.50. You 
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9550. You stated, that the present emigration which is going forward has 

removed a larger proportion of capital than of population ; has not the great 
supply of foreign food purchased and consumed in Ireland during the last three 
ye^rs also deprived Ireland of a va.st amount of capital ? ■ 

There has been a great deal of money spent in foreign food w’ithin -the last 
three years. 

9551. Are you aware how that foreign food which has been introduced into 
Ireland has been paid for ? 

' It has been, I apprehend, chiefly paid for by remittances of bills of exchange. 

9552. Are you aware that the gold in circulation in Ireland has been taken 
away by the vessels which have brought food into Ireland ? 

I am not aware of such beiug the case. Under our commercial and banking 
system, these transactions adjust themselves without any considerable export of 
specie. 

9553. You have not heard that a large quantity of gold has been taken away 
by certain vessels which have brought food ? 

I have not. 

9554. In addition to the sources of relief which were provided last year, partly 
by grants from Parliament, partly by the Poor Law, partly by the funds adminis- 
tered by the British Association, and partly by the funds administered by your 
Society, and through the agents of your Society, were there not, to your know- 
ledge, very considerable sums remitted by charitable people from England and 
elsewhere to private individuals in Ireland ? 

To a very -large amount indeed ; to an amount that I have no means of ascer- 
taining precisely; 

9555. Was not a considerable portion of that collected by persons acting from 
religious motives here, .and distributed by many of the clergy of Ireland? 

I believe it went very much through their hands. 

9556. Therefore it would be an error to form an estimate of the amount which 
has been applied for the relief of the destitution of Ireland, upon the sole and 
exclusive grounds of the Parliamentary Grants, the British Association Funds, 
and the Poor Law Funds ? 

It would ; in addition to tlie sources of assistance from Parliamentary Grants, 
Poor Law Funds, and public Relief Associations, we must include the money 
sent through private channels to Ireland, and the remittances from emigrants in 
America, both to a very large amount indeed. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



THOMAS WILLIAM CLINTON MURDOCH, Esquire, is called in, and 
examined as follows : 



9557. YOU are Chairman of the Land and Emigration Commission? 

Yes. 

9558. In the course of the last year, 1 believe, some arrangements were made, 
bearing upon the question of emigration, and applying the system to the children 
or the orphans in the Workhouses of Ireland? 

An arrangement of that sort was made. 

9559. What was the number fixed to be taken of W^orkhouse emigrants ? 

The number was fixed at 2,500 to be taken in the 12 months. 



9560. How was that number apportioned and distributed in the various parts 
of Ireland ? 

The distribution and apportionment of it was left to the Irish Government ; 
it was for them to select the Workhouses from which we were to take the emi- 
grants, and upon their notifying to us the Workhouses which they had selected, 
an officer appointed by us, and acting under our Board, was sent to inspect the 
orphan girls, and to see whether they were fit for emigration ; upon his report 
they were taken. 

2 g_] I 3 9561; A medical 
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9561. A medical officer? 

No ; a naval officer, who had been long in the service of the Board as an Emi- 
gration Officer. 

9.562. Could you give the Committee an account of the mode in which the 
apportionment was made, according to the several Unions in Ireland? 

I have no power of giving any account of that ; it W2U5 done by the Irish 
Government. 

9563. What number of those 2,500 have emigrated? 

Two thousand one hundred and six. 



9564. Were those free emigrants, or was any local contribution required ? 

The only local contribution was the expense of their outfit, and also their 

conveyance to Plymouth. 

9565. By whom was the expense of their conveyance from Dublin or Cork 
to Plymouth defrayed ; by a local expense, or did it fall upon the emigration 
funds ? 

It was defrayed out of local funds. 

9566. Are you able to state to the Committee the expense of the outfit and 
the transmission to Plymouth, which was defrayed locally? 

We generally calculate that the expense of the outfit of an emigrant is about 
hi. It probably would be less in the case of those Workhouse girls, as very 
many of their clothes would be made in the Workhouse, and the expense of 
making up would be therefore saved. 

9567. What was the colonial destination of those girls ? 

Some were sent to New South Wales, and some were sent to South Australia. 

9568. As to the mere question of paying the expense of the transmission of 

those female orphans, would it not have been cheaper to have paid their passa«-es 
to British North America, or to the United States ? ° 

It would have been quite as cheap. 



9569. Were those female emigiants conveyed in ships peculiarly appropriated 
to themselves ? 

They were. 

9570. What arrangements were made by you, with respect to the order and 
discipline and care of those girls upon the passage ? 

The general discipline of our emigrant vessels is maintained by the Surgeon- 
superintendent; but in all the vessels conveying female oi-phans a matron was 
appointed, with a certain number of sub-matrons, to maintain order among them • 
and where we could, we put a religious instructor also on board. * 



9571. Have you found that, on the whole, to afford you adequate security for 

the moral discipline of the emigrant ships ? ^ 

On the whole we have, but it is impossible not to admit that there have been 
cases in which there has been veiy great misconduct on the part of the officers 
of the ships. It has been found impossible, even with every precaution to pre- 
vent it; it does not happen often, but it does happen. ’ ^ 

9572. Has there not been formed a Ladies’ Association at Plymouth, assisted 

by the clergymen there ? . 

There has been. 



9573. Have they not made representations on the subject ? 

They have made some representations on the subject of the manner of fitting 
the ships, but none against the system of sending out young females. ^ 

9674. Have they not made representations with respect to cases of immoralitv 
prevailing on board ? ^ 

No, I do not recollect any representation of that kind. 



9575. Is this a Return that was prepared in your office on the 
gration ?— (37ie same being handed to the Witness.) 

Yes, it is. 



subject of emi“ 



9576. Arc 
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9576. Are you able to add to the information which that Return, bearing date T.iV.C.Mmdoch, 
March of the present year, communicated to the Board r 

I can put in a Return of the einigration for the first four months of this year 25 th May 1840 . 

from those ports at which we have emigration, agents, which includes, in fact, 

almost the whole emigration of the United Kingdom, though not absolutely so. 

9577. Is it progressive this year ? 

It has increased very largely indeed. 

9578. Can you discriminate how much of this is Irish emigration? 

The emigration from Liverpool is considered to be almost exclusively Irish, and 
I find that out of 104,701 emigrants, who left the kingdom in the first four 
months of the year, 81,651 went from Ireland and Liverpool, and 23,050 from 
England and Scotlanr!. 

9579. Are those the four months in which the greatest amount of emigration 
talies place ? 

Not by any means ; during the first three months there is no emigration to 
British America. 

9580. Can you state the progressive increase in these four months from 
Liverpool ? 

From Liverpool, in January there were 6,730 emigrants ; in February, 12,681 ; 
in March, 16,057, and in April, 10,466. 

9581. Will you have the goodness to lay before the Committee a statement of 
the Liverpool emigration in the four corresponding months of the last year ? 

I can state it at once; in 1848, the January emigration was 3,395; in 
February, 7,136 ; in March, 14,226 ; in April, 15,537 ; making a total of 40,294, 
as compared with 54,934, the total of the present year. 

9582. Have you any reason to believe that in the next four months the num- 
ber will be very much larger ? 

I have every reason to believe that emigration will increase largely, and that 
this year’s will be the lai-gest einigration that has ever lel't the country. 

9583. Has any alteration taken place in the emigration of this year, as com- 
pai'ed with the emigration of each of the two years preceding, showing that a 
greater or a smaller number of the Liverpool emigrants are now directed towards 
the United States, rather than to the British American Colonies ? 

During the last year, the emigration w'as almost exclusively to the United 
States ; the whole of the emigration to British North America scarcely exceeded 
31,000. 

9584. To what circumstances do you attribute that ? 

It was undoubtedly attributable to the tax which then existed in Canada, but 
rather to the uncertainty of the tax than to its amount. 

9585. You mean the increased Passengers Tax that was imposed by a tem- 
porary Act in the North American Provinces ? 

Yes. 

9586. Has not that been modified ? 

Very much ; it has been reduced now to 7 s. 6 {L upon adults, and 5 s. upon 
children. 

9587. Wliat has been the effect of that modification 1 

As yet we have no means of knowing. Emigration to Canada would only 
begin in the month of April, and there has not, therefore, been time to ascertain. 

9588. Will you put in a Return showing the exact charge which existed upon 
emigrants anterior to the former alteration of the law ; the recommendations 
which were made by the Secretaiy of State ; the law as it actually passed, and 
the present state of the law ? 

I will. 

9589 Have vou any reason to know, from the reports of your agents, more 
especially at I'iverpool, whether the classes of persons now emigrating from 
Irdand are the same classes that were emigrants two years ago? 

It has been generally stated by our agents, that the emigration of 1848 was 
(10. 2S.) I 4 of 
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of a better class than the emigration of 1847. There is great difficulty, how- 
ever, in ascertaining the fact, certainly ; because the Irish emigrants ai’e particu- 
larly jealous of allowing any one to know whai money they have with them. 

9590. Are there any means within your reach, or the reach of your agents at 
Liverpool, of knowing what may have been the amount of bills of exchange upon 
Boston and upon New York, which have been purchased by the Irish emigrants 
of late years? 

We have endeavoured to ascertain it, but could not. 

9591. If it has been stated to a member of the Committee by one of the 
great emigration agents, that in his single office, in the present year, over and 
above paying the expense of the passages, there has been a demand made at his 
office for bills, upon New York and North America, at the rate of 25,000/. per 
year, would that cause any surprise to you ? 

Not at all. 



9592. Considering the accounts which you, in common with the rest of the 
public, have received of the increasing pressure of distress in Ireland, is there 
any other mode of accounting for the increased emigration which appears upon 
the face of your Return, except that of assuming a higher description of 
emigrants, possessed of more means of their own, as forming the class who quit 
the country? 

Emigration begets emigration ; almost the whole of the Irish emigration last 
year, certainly more than three-foui-ths of it, was paid for by the money sent 
home from America ; and I understand that it is very much the practice in 
Ireland for people who are anxious to emigrate to contribute to send out one 
member of a family, who afterwards sends home the means of taking out the 
other members of the family. 

9593, Is it not also found, usually, that if an amount is contributed from an 

emigrant who has been successful, that the emigrants at home, or those desirous 
of emigrating from home, collect and contribute what they can towards such a 
purpose ? " 

I believe it to be so. 



9594 . Does your information lead you to believe that North America and the 
Australian Colonies are capable of absorbing, in the present year, a larner 
amount of emigration than will proceed from this country ? ° 

They are quite incapable of absorbing anything like the emigration that will 
proceed from tins country dnringthe present year. Our returns from Australia 
show that those colonies cannot absorb more than we are now sending them 
which IS at the rate of five ships a month to New South Wales; that is, three to 
Sydney district, and two to Fort Phillip distiict; and two ships a month to 
South Australia ; m all, seven ships, carrying from 1,500 to 1,800 souls a mouth 
We are told by the Governor s Keport that this number is as many as they can 
absorb or employ. The North American Colonies could probably not ateorb 
very much more than they now receive, that is, some 30,000 emigrants a year. 

959,5. How- much did they absorb before a check was put to British North 

Amencan emigration by the alteration of the tax ? 

J believe there were never more than 30,000 or 40,000 emigrants who 
remained m British Amenca, in any one year, though more passed tlirough it ■ 

through New 



emv m' ‘hat, although a certain proportion of those who 

emigrate into Canada, for instance, cross the frontier into the United States that 
nevertheless that number h^ been more than counterbalanced bv those who 
have emigrated from the United States into Canada ? ' 

I believe that circunytance only occurred in one year, and that was the year 
1842, itwasayear of very considerable distress in the United States and^the 
Canada At the same time, by the liberality of Parliament 

Canada had a very large sum put at its disposal for public works ■ * 03 ^^ 
were carried on very largely, and there was a considerable emigrrtion ?™m the 
United States into Canada. I believe it never happened in any otoer year? 

B59y. At the time of the renewal of the emigration to Australia, was there not 
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an official arrangement made by whicb the amount of that emigration was to be 
distributed in proportion to the population of the two British islands ? 

There was. 

9598. Therefore, assuming the population to be as 16 to 8, the proportion 
would have been two British emigrants to one Irish emigrant? 

It would. 

9599. There is a Parliamentary Return which you have made, showing the 
very large amount of agency which you have found it necessary to establish in 
England for the purpose of making arrangements for emigration, and diffusing 
a knowledge of the advantages and success of emigration ? 

There is. 

9600. Will you have the goodness to put in an account of the number of such 
local agencies as have been established, the cost at which they have been esta- 
blished, and the funds out of which that cost has been defrayed ? 

I will. 



T. If'. C. Murdock, 
Esq. 

f25th May 1849, 



9601. Have you judged it expedient to establish such general agencies for the 
same purposes in Ireland 1 

In Ireland we have only one principal agent, who has sub-agents in other parts 
of the country. 

9602. In fact (without going into its causes), have you not had to contend 
with, or to deal with, a much greater anxiety for emigration from Ireland than 
you have had to deal with in other parts of the empire ? 

We have had, and have now, a very large emigration from England to the 
Australian Colonies, and very great pressure to contend against both in England 
and Scotland ; the pressure from Ireland for the Australian Colonies has not 
been so great. 

9603. Then how do you account for the necessity of establishing a great and 
numerous corps of ageuts for the purpose of explaining, and for the purpose of 
diffusing, a knowledge of the benefits of emigration in a country where there 
would seem, by your answer, to be the greatest desire for it, while in a country 
where there is less desire for it no such agency has been required ? 

The circumstances of the countries were very different when the agency was 
established. At tlie time when this large agency was first established, there was 
very little desire for emigration from England ; indeed, at that time, while the 
railroad works were in progress, and the country was in a state of prosperity, 
two yeare ago, it was almost impossible to get English emigi'ants ; from Ireland, 
at that time, emigrants were got with great ease ; and, accordingly, when we in- 
creased our establishment of agents in England, we did not think it necessary to 
do so in Ireland, and it was not done. Latterly, in the last year, a very great 
desire for emigration to Australia has arisen in England, very much from the 
effect of our agents, and very much also from the effect of the Colonization 
Societies Branches, and the lectures which have been delivered by members of 
that Society in different parts of England ; and the number of applications from 
England and Scotland has been very great indeed. 

9604. What proportion of your English emigrants to Australia (subtracting 
for a moment the mining emigration, which the state of South Australia has 
rendered peculiarly necessary) is of the agricultural class, as compared with the 
emigrants from the towns and manufacturing districts ? 

1 will endeavour to have a return of that kind made up, but the agricultural 
emigration is very large ; that is the agricultural emigration, including also farm 
servants and female domestic servants. 

9605. With a view to the interests of the colonies themselves, and the especial 
wants of Australia, do you consider that it is the agricultural class or the town 
class which is the most useful for the purposes of colonial improvement ? 

Clearly the agricultural class ; I do not think that any large number of the 
town cl^s could be properly sent to the colonies. 

(^19,28.) 9606, Was 
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9606. Was not there some emigration to Australia connected with the move- 
ment of the French Government in the expulsion of British manufacturers ? 

There were some 600 or 600 people who had been employed at Calais in the 
lace works who were expelled, and a charitable society in this country raised a 
subscription towards enabling them to emigrate ; they were, accordingly, sent 
out to the colonies of South Australia and New South Wales. 

9607. Were the expenses of that emigration, so far as they were not provided 
by such charitable funds, defrayed from the colonial funds ? 

Yes, the balance was defrayed from the colonial funds. 

9608. Abstracting the question of relief to a peculiar class, specially entitled 
to national sympathy, do you think that class of emigrants was a class the most 
needed, and most likely to be successful in the colonies? 

It was not the class most needed, perhaps, but they were all of them men of 
considerable energy, and of good character ; they were ascertained to be men in 
the vigour of life, and could turn their hands to almost anything. At the same 
time, 1 do not think that a very large emigration of that kind would have been 
desirable. 

9609. Supposing that no wrong had been committed, arising out of the political 
events of those times, which called for a peculiar duty on the part of the mother 
country, and a claim for commiseration on the part of those who were expelled, 
was that the sort of class which, under ordinary circumstances, you would have 
selected ? 

Certainly not. 

9610. Has there not been also emigration from London connected with some 
of the establishments for education here ; for instance, the ragged schools ? 

One hundred and fifty boys and girls were sent out from tlie ragged schools. 

961 1 . Within, what ages ? 

They were to be as near 14 as possible. 

9612. Were the expenses of that emigration defrayed out of the colonial funds ? 

Ten pounds was given towards them from the colonial funds, the remainder 

was paid from other sources. 

9613. What was the expense per head? 

About 14 exclusive of their outfit ; the whole expense would be about 20 L 

9614. It w'ould appear from the Returns, that the number of English free 
emigrants that were assisted in the last year amounted to 13, 102 ; that the number 
of Scotch free emigrants amounted to 2,732, and that .the Irish free emigr.Tnts 
amounted to 1,778. If the proportion had been observed of taking one-third of 
Irish emigrants as compared with two-thirds of British emigrants, how do you 
reconcile the fact which appears on the face of that paper with the intentions of 
the Government, as previously stated ? 

There is no doubt a very great arrear of Irish emigration, and it appears 
much larger in 1848 than it would be if we took the whole period from the 
re-commencement of emigi'ation to the present date. At the same time, even 
then, taking the period from the year 1847 to the present time, there is a con- 
siderable arrear, and it arose very much in tliis manner: When the arrangement 
to which your Lordship alludes was first made, it was intended to take out 
principally, or at any rate in the first instance, the Irish orphan girls; and 
accordingly the emigration of the Irish agricultural labourers was, for the 
moment, arrested. It was afterwards found impossible to take out the Irish 
orphan girls with safety, so rapidly as we had expected, because, for their own 
sakes, we could not send them to the colonies more rapidly than they could be 
absorbed. There was also a difficulty in providing their outfits, after they had 
been approved and selected, sufficiently fast to enable us to take out more than one 
vessel in rive or six weeks ; while, from a delay which occurred at the beginning of 
the emigration, the commencement of it was thrown later into the year than we 
had expected. Under all these circumstances, the female orphan emigration fell 
into arrear, as compared with the emigration from England and Ireland ; and 
before this result became sufficiently evident to enable us to remedy it by 
re-commencing the ordinary agricultural emigration, the Irish disturbances 
broke out, and during their existence we took scarcely any emigrants front 

Ireland } 
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Ireland ; the principal part of our applications for passages to Australia being ; 
from the disturbed districts. Since that, we have been endeavouring to fetch 
up our arrears, but we certainly have not as yet done it. We expect to be able 
to do it in the course of this year. 

9615. Are not there Ladies’ Associations in Australia established for the very 
purpose of taking care of these girls as soon as they arrive? 

Yes, there are. 

9616. I wish to call your attention to the notes subjoined to this account : “ In 
reference to the proportion between tbe two countries, the emigrants described as 
Scotch and Irish are those only taken direct from Scotland and Ireland ; but of 
the emigrants described as English, a considerable number are Scotch and 
Irish.” Are there any emigrants taken direct from Ireland to Australia? 

1'hey are brought direct from. Ireland to Plymouth, and they are in our 
custody from the lime they leave Ireland. 

9617. In relation to the others, do you receive applications at your office in 
London from Irish emigrants ? 

There are a certain number who come in, particularly female emigrants, who 
have been in service, aud these being a very desirable class, we do not reject. 
I3ut, as a general rule, we do not take Irish emigrants in England, 

9618. Is there not an official answer given, stating, that being Irish, they are 
not eligible here ? 

Generally, they are not taken from England. 

0619. It would be the same with regard to the Scotch? 

Yes, 

9620. Suppose the case of female emigrants in London being natives of 
Ireland, and being in other respects properly qualified to applv to you for a 
passage, would it be necessary, according to die regulations of your office, that 
they sliould return to Ireland and make their applicalion through Ireland, or 
■would you feel yourself at liberty to receive them as part of your general system 
in London as Irish emigrants? 

As a general rule, we do not take Irish emigrants from England, the reason 
being, that it would he very difficult to distinguish between Irish and English 
emigrants, and there would also be gi'eat difficulty, if we took Irish in England, 
in ascertaining their characters and qualifications. 

9621. Then do you not think, in order to establish an eq'ual principle between 
the inhabitants of Cork and the inhabitants of London, that there ought to be 
the same means and facilities of transmitting the emigrant, after his qu^ifications 
had been approved of by you, from the one town and from the other ? 

I think it necessary to observe, that the emigration to Australia is essentially 
not an emigration of relief, and we have no right to look at it as a question of 
relief ; it is paid for out of colonial money, and conducted upon principles laid 
down by the colonial authorities, and we, acting as trustees, are bound to look 
not to the advantages to the emigrants, so much as the advantage to the colony. 
If, therefore, we can gel cheaper and equally eligible emigrants from England, I 
think, as a general rule, that we should not be justified in paying more for an 
emigrant from Ireland. 

9622. At the time of the bounty system, when ‘the emigration was peculiarly 
colonial, did not those who administered those colonial funds for the purpose of 
emigration, feel it necessaiy, as a matter of economy, to resort to Irish emi- 
gration from (he port of Cork, rather than to emigration from other ports of the 
United Kingdom? 

Yes; the emigration under the bounty system was merely a commercial 
trmrsaction, and of about 33,000 emigrants sent out, 22,000 were Irish ; but it 
was the cause of great complaint in the colony, and in several instances the 
bounty was refused after the emigrants arrived ; that was one reason for the 
adoption of the present Government system of emigration. 

9623. That refers to the just preference given to the present system over the 
bounty system ; the reference made in the question was only as to the economy 

(19.2a.) L of 
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of one system as compared with the other ; your objection having been that 
your funds being colonial funds, you had no right, on the ground of relief, to 
spend more of the colonial funds in one part of the empire than the other ; 
therefore the object of the question was, where it was a purely commercial 
principle, was not it found to be cheaper to take that emigration from Ireland 
than from England ? 

It might be so, but the colonies objected to receive a purely Irish emigration. 

9624. Is there any official record to that effect, of what date, and on the part 
of what governor ? 

I have no doubt that there are. 

9625. Will you have the goodness to lay them before the Committee ? 

i will. 

9626. You state in the note that has been referred to, that a considerable 
number of those marked as of England are Scotch and Irish ; can you inform 
the Conuiiittee how many Irish there are ? 

I have no power of informing your Lordships how many are Irish ; we endea- 
voured to ascertain the fact, but could not ; we could not trace them except by 
their names. 

9627. Are there not the certificates of their baptisms ? 

Those certificates are returned to the emigrants as soon as the emigrants are 
accepted. 

9628. On what grounds do you state that a considerable number of them 
were Scotch and Irish! 

We inquired of the clerk who passes the emigrants who apply personally at 
the office to know, as far as he could judge, how many he passed, and it seemed 
to us that there were something under 1,000. 

9629. Of Scotch and Irish ? 

Of Irish only. 

9630. Were those females or males? 

Principally females. 

9631. Did you find any difficulty in the emigration of that number connected 
with their parentage or birthplace ? 

They were principally individuals who had been in service in England. 

9632. And married to Englishmen ? 

No ; they were generally single women. 

9633. You have stated that you consider the British North American Colonies 
cannot absorb more than the probable number which is likely to go ; does that 
assume the present state of demand for labour in that country, without reference 
to any useful or productive works of a colonial character that might be under- 
taken in the colony ? 

1 referred to the actual state of British North America, and not to any pro- 
spective state. ^ ^ 

9634. In that answer you referred to papers that are before Parliament ' 

Yes. 

9635. That is the information upon which you rely ? 

The mformation on which I rely is priucipaUy derived from the Report of the 
tmigrant Agent, Mr. Buchanan. 

%36. Have yon any other information upon that subject? 



9637. In the disastrous emigration which took place during the time of the 
fever, have you any reason to know or to believe that the amount of emigration 
to British North America, which then took place, was found in surplus mainlv 
on account of the disease, or on account of the numbers » ^ 

I cannot answer that question; but I apprehend that a very large proportion 
of that emigration passed into the States. ^ b F i 



9638. Is 
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9638. Is not that the case at all times ; take the emigration to New Brunswick, T. W. C. Murdoch, 
does not the year’s emigration, upon the average, consist perhaps of two-thirds 
that pass into the United States? 

The greater part pass into the United States. 

9639. Was there anything in the circumstance of the passing of the emigra- 
tion into the United States during that year, that at all altered the general view 
of the case, with respect to the general emigration into the British Provinces ? 

Nothing ; it was the usual course. 

9640. Have there been any alterations made in the laws of the Australian 
Provinces on the subject of the sale of lands, and the employment of the 
proceeds of land for emigration, since the Reports of Mr. Lowe and Mr. Cooper 
on the state of emigration and on the sale of lands ? 

No ; there has been no alteration whatever. 

9641. Have you been able to ascertain the amount of money sent over from 
America to Ireland - 

We have endeavoured to ascertain it but have received Returns only from 
some of the houses ; those Returns, which do not include the house of Barings, 
show an amount remitted or expended in paying passages last year (1848) of 
upwards of 464,000 1. 

9642. Have you any doubt whatever that to that must be added, above all in 
the last year, a very considerable amount of capital abstracted from this country, 
and employed in the settlement of those emigrants in America? 

I have no doubt that the emigration of last year took out a very large amount 
of capital. I may mention that on board the Ocean Monarch, which was 
destroyed by fire at Liverpool, it was ascertained that 320 emigrants possessed 
among them 10,000 1. 

9643. Have you not also had information communicated to you, and made 
known to the public, that in relation to some of the very ships which w’ere most 
complained of in the British North American Colonies, as containing no class 
but helpless paupers, very considerable sums of money were found ? 

It has been so stated, and 1 have myself known an instance of a man who, 
on arriving in Canada, represented himself as a pauper, and was relieved as such, 
who had 70 (. in his pocket. 

9644. At what rates of freight, as compared with the rates of freight of former 
years, have you been able to take out ships lately for the conveyance of emigrants, 
generally, to Australia ? 

At the beginning of last year freights were low; they have been gradually 
rising, and now they are between 13 /. and 14 /. ; the average of the whole 
of last year was, I think, about 12 guineas. 

9645. Do these ships find any difficulty in getting cargoes home? 

I believe they generally go on to India. 

9646. They do not freight home with copper ore? 

Some of them do from South Australia. 

9647. Is the state of the wool-market such now in Australia as to make it 
expedient or profitable to slaughter the sheep and convert them into tallow ? 

i have no information bearing upon that point. 

9648. Have you read the Paper which has been laid before the other House 
of Parliament, with respect to the state of the emigrant Irish at Liverpool? 

I hold it in my hand, and will hand it in. 

[The Witness delivers in the same. — <See Appendix.] 

9649. Has there been, in the course of last }ear, any emigration going on 
from Ireland under the Poor Law ? 

There has been some emigration to North America, but not to any very great 
extent. 

(10.28.) 9030. Is 
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9650. Is the practice resumed in England ? 

I do not know ; in Ireland it requires by Act of Parliament the sanction of 
the Secretary of State ; there is no sanction required to it in England. 

9651. Could you give the Committee a Return of the number in Ireland of 
emigrants so sent out ? 

IwiU. 



The Witness is directed to withdraw. 
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BY THE LORDS COMMITTEES appointed a Select 
Committee to inquire into the Operation of the Irish Poor 
Law, and the Expediency of making an}’- Amendment in its 
Enactments; and to report to The House ; and to whom leave 
was given to report from time to time to The House ; and 
to whom were referred several Petitions and Documents 
relalfng to the Subject Matter of the Inquiry : — 

ORDERED TO REPORT, 

That the Committee have met, and further considered the Subject Matter 
referred to them, and have agreed to the following Resolutions ; viz. 



THAT the original Poor Law Act of 1838 was founded upon Inquiries, Reports intiodaction. 
and Recommendations, all of which led to the conclusion that the relief for Irish 
distress should be afforded through the medium of the Workhouse only; and 
that this conclusion was recognized and adhered to by the Legislature, both in 
1838 and in 1846, when specific propositions for out-door relief were made, 
discussed, and on mature consideration rejected. That, up to the autumn of 
1846, the Law of 1838 was not found inadequate to the general necessities of “’'”• '• 

Ireland; and even under the altered circumstances of the country, and the Fairfield, 3346 to 
destitution of large masses of the people, by the pressure of the potato failure 
during the last three years, 25 Unions out of 130 have confined all their grams Power, 12 to 16 . 
of relief to the Workhouse ; while others, and among them some in distressed gXiSdfiVJf' 
districts, which had temporarily availed themselves of the power given under 1193 , 
the Act of 1847 (10 & 11 Viet. c. 31) for the grant of out-relief, have, by improved Ctoke, 7497. 
management, been subsequently enabled altogether, or nearly so, to dispense ’ 
with it. 

II. 



That though the Act of 1847, especially followed as it was by that for the 
punishment of vagrants (10 & 11 Viet. c. 84). appears to have been called for 
as a temporary measure to meet a pressing emergency, the abuses to which it has 
led, and the bad effects which have been produced on the general habits of the 
people by the extension, however necessary in some instances, of out-relief to 
the able-bodied, prove bevond all doubt, in the opinion of the Committee, that 
no permanent system for the reUef of the Poor can be carried out in Ireland, 
safely and beneficially to receivers or payers, without a return to the principle 
of the original Law, by a strict application of in-door relief to all classes of 
paupers, subject only to occasional exception, under authority of the Poor Law 
Commissioners, of the old and impotent, when it is impossible to find room 
for them in the Workhouse. 

III. 

That to effect this, additional Workhouse accommodation must be provided ; 
and considering the vast size of some of the present Unions, especially in the 
poorest parts of the country, the Committee concur in the recommendation of 
the Boundary Commissioners, that a considerable number of new Unions should 
be formed, and Workhouses attached to them, according to the order suggested 
by the comparative urgency of the several cases. 



Powei-, 721 to 724. 
Martin, 2032 to 2042. 
Gore, 2276, 2270. 
Labahnoiimere, 

6710. 

Twieletos, 6606, 
6607. 

Martin, 2056 to 2058. 
Gore, 2267. 2270. 
Fairfield, 3640 to 
8642. 

Gulaon, 922-924. 
Martin, 2062 to2066. 
Gore, 2266-2268. 
Hamilton, 471 3. 
8tewart,4739to4741. 
Lucas, 6693, 6694. 
Twisleton, 6709. 
Otway,8796to8801. 
8846 to 8849. 
Fairfield, 3491,3492. 
Stewart, 4768. 
Gulaon, 1117-1121. 
Fairfield, 8612. 
Boundary Report, 
p. 9. 



That for the erection of new Workhouses in the distressed districts, it is 
indispensable that advances should be made on the same principles as those 
under the Act of 1838 for the Workhouses already erected ; and that to obviate 
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BoundsTy Report, 
pp. 7 aaj 11. 
Appendix, p. 15. 



Third Report, p. ■ 



any difficulties, such as have heretofore occurred in obtaining the most eligible 
sites for such Workhouses, the Poor Law Commissioners ought to be invested 
with power to take lands .for their erection, similar to that now given by the 
Legislature for the erection of County Court Houses, Gaols and Lunatic 
Asylums. 



V. 

That the Committee are of opinion that a re-arrangement should he made 
of Electoral Divisions, on the principles successfully and beneficially adopted 
in the Province of Ulster, on the principles also proposed by the Boundary Com- 
mission, and in conformity with the spirit of the original instructions of the Poor 
Law Commissioners, as referred to in the Boundai-y Keport. 

VI. 

5. That the Committee have noticed in their former Report the great inequali- 
ties in the present valuations both of Unions and Electoral Divisions, and they 
now feel it their duty strongly to impress upon your Lordships the necessity of 
procuring, at the earliest possible period, a fair and uniform valuation through- 
out Ireland as the basis for rating. They also recommend that such valuation, 
when once adopted, should not be subject to alteration without an order of the 
Poor Law Commissioners, to be approved by the Lord Lieutenant in Council, 
and that fit and competent persons, duly sworn, should, ou such order being 
given, be appointed by the Poor Law Commissioners to carry it into effect. 

VII. 

That, to guard against all inequality in the apportionment of the Poor-rates 
between Landlord and Tenant, no greater proportion than one-half of the Poor- 
rate actually paid should in any case be deducted from the person receiving- 
rent in respect of any rateable pi-operty. “ 



That, to check the practice of subletting and subdividing lands which 
has produced much of the misery and pauperism of Irelaud, the Committee 
recommend that where any such subletting and subdivision shall hereafter take 
place contrary to covenant, it shall deprive the party subletting or subdividincr 
of all powers of deducting any part of the Poor-rate from bis rfent, and thal 
he only shall be held liable for the rate. 

IX. 

That in all boldiugs of the rated value of £.30 a year and upwards, power be 
given for voluntary arrangements between Landlord and Tenant to throw the 
whole payment of the rates on the latter. 



V England rateable property is onlv 

liable for the Poor-rate last struck and in course of collection, in Ireland arrears 
ot Poor-rate may accumulate to any extent, possibly to the absorption of the 
whole of the property ; the Committee consider it good policy to encourage the 
-owner to assist m the collection of the rates upon his estate, and only iustice to 
enable him to free it from charges which might ultimately lead to its confisca- 
Lon; they therefore recommend that it should be incumbent on the Poor Law 
Guardians to certify to the Landlord or his Agent half-yearly the amount of 
Poor-rates three months in arrear from the different Tenants on the estate on 
the 1st of May or 1st of November preceding. They further recommend, that 
when the Landloi-d, within two months of the receipt of such Notice shall 
discharge the whole or any part of such arrears, he should be allowed Ten per 
cent, for costs of collection, and be empowered to recover the Tenant’s portion 
by distress, and to proceed by ejectment when the rates of one year or one 
year s rent, are outstanding. ^ ' 

XI. That 
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XI. 



That the practice in Ireland of holding the Landlord personally responsible 
for rates owing by outgoing and defaulting Tenants, and possibly so left out- 
standing by the neglect or connivance of the Poor Law Officers, apwars unjust • 
and as the Committee cannot recommend a remission of such arrears they 
consider that the responsibility should he limited to the person or persons 
originally liable, and to the land upon which such arrears have accrued. 



Captain Farren, 
6S8S to 6S93. 



XII. 

That, to encourage as much as possible the investment of capital, and the 
employment of labour in the cultivation of land in Ireland, Farms should not 
he liable to re-valuation, or increased rating, on account of the erection of 
Farm Buildings, or of any drainage, or any other permanent agricultural improve- 
ments specified under the provisions of the Lands Improvement Act, until seven 
years after their completion. 



XIII. 

attention of the Committee has been directed to the technical 
ditfaculties, and the consequent injustice and expense incident to the prosecution 
of Appeals against Poor-rates; and they deem it not only right that no unneces- 
sary obstructions should be offered to the Appellant, hut that every fair oppor- 
tunity should be afforded to enable him to free himself from unjust or excessive 
rating; and with the view of rendering the rating more correct, and of reducing 
the number of Appeals, now so iuconveniently large, the Committee would 
recommend that the rate-books should be left for the inspection of the rate- 
payers during at least 14 days before the striking of a rate, and that the names 
of the occupiers of all holdings of £. 4 value and under should be given in the 
rate-books. They are also of opinion that in no case v'hen the name of the 
immediate lessor is discoverable should that name be omitted from the book, 
pat the agent of a proprietor seeking to appeal, should be legally entitled to 
do so m the name of his principal, and that his signature to the recognizance 
should be equally valid with that of his principal. That the mode of proceeain=^ 
hereafter for the recovery of rates should be either before the Justices of the 
Peace at Petty Sessions, or before the Assistant Barristers, with an appeal (as in 
the case of civil bill) to the Judge of the next Assizes, the jurisdiction of the 
Assistant Barrister being enlarged for tlie purpose of enabling him to entertain 
causes to any amount. That a discretionary power should be vested in the 
Assistant Barrister to correct clerical errors, or variances in the forms of pro- 
ceeding, winch he considers casual and unimportant, so as to admit of a decision 
on the merits in cases in which it is of the utmost importance that there should 
he ^peditious as well as cheap justice, this remedy being made equal aud 
applicable to both parties. That it . is also deserving of consideration whether 
the Sheriff who receives a fee for putting his name to the warrant for executing 
a decree should not be made responsible for the execution of the duty, through 
a public officer, thus rendering the law more effective foi the recovery of rates 

XIV. 

That, with the view of correcting some of the abuses practised in the admi- 
nistration of relief, the names of all recipients of relief should be entered, under 
the names of the townlands in which they are stated to have last resided, in a 
book to he kept for each Electoral Division, and that those books should be 
always open for the inspection of the rate-payers on two days in each week. 

XV. 

That the Committee have heard from several witnesses somewhat conflicting Power, 309 to see. ' 
opimons on the operation of the danse in the Act of 1847, which prohibits 
relief to the occupiers of move than a quarter of an acre of land. It is 
clear that no surrender is required on the part of the tenant of any portion of 3622 to 

his land, in order to qualify himself as an applicant for relief. If he ceases to Sice «86tn 
occupy, that in itself is sufficient ; under these circumstances he may cease to ’ 
occupy a portion or portions of land, except the quarter of an acre upon which 

507- A3 hio ■ 
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his house is situated. The non-occupation of such land by the tenant does not. 
without process of law, confer upon the landlord the right of re-entry, and resuming 
possession : the land therefore lies waste. It does not appear clear who is liable 
to the rates of such land, if any one indeed is liable ; the arrears, therefore, accumu- 
late. If the landlord were to re-enter for the purposes of cultivation, without having 
taken legal steps to terminate the tenancy, he would be a wrong-doer, and if he 
tilled the lands, the original tenant would be entitled' to enter at harvest and to 
take the produce. The land lying waste is likewise open to the possible occu- 
pation by a squatter holding without title, who cannot however be removed from 
such land without the troublesome and expensive process of ejectment. The 
Committee, therefore, recommend such explanation or amendment of that clause 
as may make its operation effective, uniform, and consistent with the interests 
of the owner, the occupier, and the public. 

XVI. 

That the appointment of Auditors, and the nature of the duties imposed 
upon those officers, are provided for by the 1 & 2 Viet. c. 56, s. 9.5 ; and that 
the Auditors are required to disallow and strike out of every account such 
charges as they shall deem illegal and unfounded, and reduce such as are exor- 
bitant, and insert in every such account such charges against the person 
accounting as they shall deem such person liable to. That it does not appear 
from the evidence that such duties have been efficiently performed ; illegal appro- 
priations of the rates in the administration of out-door relief without the 
authority of a valid order having in one case taken place in November 1847, 
and the abuse not having been corrected in April 1849, and no evidence appear- 
ing that in any one case monies so improperly expended have ever been refunded. 
Th^at to no one duty should the attention of the Poor Law Commissioners be more 
strictly applied than to the enforcement of the functions of the Auditors, in their 
invariable supervision of the accounts of the Union accounts, and their enforce- 
ment of the law against all persons by whom any unauthorized expenditure shaU 
have taken place. 

XVII. 

That in the distressed districts, and more especially in those in which it is 
proposed to establish new Unions and new Workhouses, the Committee recom- 
mend that after the functions of paid Guardians may have ceased, and in cases 
when there is no resident Inspector, the Poor Law Commissioners shall be 
authorized, on the request of the Board of Guardians, to name a paid resident 
Guardian to assist in the administration of relief and the management of the 
Workhouse. 



XVIII. 

gnwr, 1894 io That proofs have been brought before the Committee of the heavy expense 
Holden, 9376 to incurred by the town of Belfast, as well as by other ports both in Great Britain 
and Ireland, for the maintenance of paupers thrown upon them in their passage 
between the two countries; and the Committee think it their duty to bring this 
fact under your Lordships’ notice, with a view to your considering whether the 
evil complained of can be obviated or diminished by any alteration in the Law 
respecting the removal of Irish paupers. 



Senior, 1802. 
Kiar.oid, 3101. 
Bourke, 4224 to 
4233. 

Leader, 4336. 
Hamilton, ^03 to 
4608. 

Stewart, 4744 to 
4749: 

Strzelecki, 8590 to 
S693. 



XLX, 

That whatever measures may be adopted for the permanent relief of the poor 
of Ireland, the Committee are convinced, from the concurrent testimony of the 
many witnesses whom they have examined on that head, that in some districts 
the indigent classes who heretofore derived a precarious subsistence from their 
potato crop far exceed the means which under any probable circumstances those 
districts can be expected to supply for their support, and that the removal of a 
part of the superfluous population is therefore an indispensable condition to the 
future welfare of those districts. 



XX. That 
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That, with this conviction impressed on their minds, the Committee earnestly |^Kincaid, 3103 to 
recommend that measures be taken for • aiding and promoting the emigration steTpart, 4749 to 
of those classes on some organized system, which shall enable such as are willing 476I. 
to leave Ireland, and are qualified to earn a livelihood in other countries, to Murdoch, 
remove thither cheaply and safely. f94°t^895^^^’ 

Strzelocki,8607,8fin8. 8618.8692, 8593.8637.8646. 8650, 8651,8652. 

NioUolls, 5871. 6873. — Larcom, 8862. 8864. — Griffith, 2880. 

Bourke, 4225. 3904. 4245. — Kapler, 8503, 8504. — lismiltou, 4593, 

4594, 4596.— Brett, 4996 to 6000.— Lucas, 6678, 6574.~Clarke,7796. 

Bewlcy, 9620, 9521. 9522, 9624.— Gore, 2131, 2132.— Bewley, 9619. 

Fairfield, 3769.3772. 

XXI. 

That the Committee have heard with great interest evidence detailing the pro- Bewley, 9407' to 
ceedings of the British Association and of the Society of Friends. The noble, 
the munificent charity manifested not only throughout the British Empire, but in 
the United States of America, in foreign countries, and in the most distant colo- 
nial possessions, ought long to be remembered ; and the prudent and discreet 
manner in which their funds were administered, and the disinterested assistance 
which they received from Count Strzelecki, Lord Robert Clinton, Lord James 
Butler, ‘Mr. Higgins, Captain Whitmore, and other benevolent and generous 
persons, form an example for imitation, suggesting unbounded motives for respect 
and gratitude. The practical efforts made by the Society of Friends for the per- 
manent improvement of the condition of the people by promoting agricultural 
instruction, a development of the fisheries, and an improvement of the industrial 
resources of Ireland, thus striking at the roots of pauperism, deseiwe much con- 
sideration ; and although experiments of this description, tried at a moment of 
exigency, must be tried to very considerable disadvantage, they yet may suggest 
various modes of effecting internal improvement, which may be carried forward 
under better circumstances and with greater success. To this, the measures 
recommended by the Government, and adopted by the Legislature, will, it is 
hoped, largely contribute, extending the means of effecting land improvements, 
the completion of arterial drainage left in an unfinished state, the encouraging of 
fishery stations, and small piers and harbours. The assistance wisely granted to 
railroads in Ireland has a tendency to promote the natural resources of that 
country, to give a better reward for industry, and thus to create a more effective 
demand for laboim. The progress of education, the connexion of agricultural 
instruction, not only with the Workhouses, but with certain of the national schools 
in Ireland, have already met tlie approval of Parliament. These measures will 
not only improve the physical condition of the people, but will have a salutary 
effect in raising their moral and social condition likewise ; but much remains to 
he done to solve that difficult problem, which is forced upon the attention of 
Parliament by the present state of Ireland. In the solution of that problem, 
much more than the well-being of Ireland is involved ; the interests of the two 
parts of the United Kingdom are inseparable. It is inevitable that the con- 
tinued depression and ultimate ruin of Ireland cannot take place without the 
most fatal consequences to Great Britain. The loss of a great home market for 
manufactures, the loss of an independent means of supply of agricultural and 
raw produce would, in themselves, he great nati<mal calamities ; but the 
danger to the social state of Great Britain, from the permanent misery and degra- 
dation of the people of Ireland is so great and so imminent, that the Committee 
is confident it will meet the attention which it deserves from tlie Public and the 
Imperial Legislature. 

And the Committee have directed an Appendix, together with an Index to 
the whole of the Evidence, to he laid before Yom- Lordships. 
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APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFOBE SELECT COMMITTEE 



LIST OF APPENDIX. 



Ar?ENDlX. 

A. 1 .— Statement compiled from Returns fiirnisLed by the Union Clerks, showing for eacii 
Poor Law Union in Ireland, — 

I. — The Average Numbers of Destitute Persons relieved in the Workhouse and 
out of the tVorkhouse, during September 1848. 

II. — The Expenses of tlie Month ; distinguishing the Cost of In- Maintenance, of Out- 
Relief, and of all other Expenses. 

III. — The Progress of the Collection of Poor-Rate during the Month, compared with 

the Expenses of the Month. 

IV. — The Financial Condition at the Close of the Month, the State of the Balance on 

the Treasurer’s Account, and tlie Amount of Liabilities to Contractors or others, 
e.xciusive of any Sum due to Her Majesty’s Government, on account of Build- 
ing Loans or other Advances. 

V. — A comparative Summary of the Collection and Exjionses of the Twelve Months, 
from 29 September 1847, to September 1848 - . - - pp. 3-13 

A. 2. — Recent Circular Letters relating to the Repayment of Treasury Advances under 9 Viet. 

- - - - - - -p. 14 

B. — Area, Population, and Net Annual Value of the Four Provinces of Ireland - p. 18 

C. — Scariff Union. — Estimate on which the Rate of 7 4. 6 d. in the Pound on each Electoral 

Division of Scariff Union was founded - - - - - - -p. 20 

D. — Sealed Order for Out-Door Relief- -p. 4G 

E. — Resolutions of Committee of Guardians, and Circular addressed by them to Boards of 

Guardians 

— Audit of Union Accounts. — Dates to which the Union Accounts had been audited at 
the end of February 1849 --------- - p. 49 

G.— Return showing the Appointments and Changes of Relieving Officers in the Unions of 
Ballina, Bailinrobe, Castlebar, Swineford and Westport, in the County of Mayo p. 50 
II* — Retnni showing the Number of Estates in the several Poor Law Unions of Ireland, 
divided into 17 Classes from under £.50 to £.6,000 and upwards, setting forth the 
Area, the Number of Persons accordingtc the Census of 1841, the Number of Holdings, 
and the Value of each Class of Estate according to the Poor Law Valuation - p. 51 
I — Emigration. — Character of Irish Emigrants. — Extracts from the Trlinutes of Evidence 
before the Select Committee of the House of Lords on Colonization from Ireland, in 
1847 and 1848, illustrating the question of the fitness and success of the Irish Emi- 
grant, compared with that of Emigrants from other Countries - - - p. 53 

K^* — Comparative Return of Emigration from the Ports of the United Kingdom at which 
there are Government Emigration Officers, for the first Four Months of 1847, 1848 

1849 p, QQ 

L — Returns showing the Emigration carried on to the Australian Colonies and Cape of Good 
Hope, during the Year 1848, under the Direction of the Colonial Land and Emigra- 
tion Commissioners ; and also the Emigration from the Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the Years 1846, 1847, and 1848, showing the several Places to which the Emi- 
grants proceeded - -- ---.-...pQy 

M.— R^orts from Thomas Skilling relative to the Spade Cultivation of 60 Acres of Land at 
Oranraore, County Galway — Statement of Green Crop Seeds given by Government. 

distributed by the Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends in 1847.— 
Extracts from Letters showing Results. - Particulars of Local Distribution of Green 
Crop Seeds in 1848. — Extracts from Letters showing Results.— Statements relative to 
the Coa« Fisheries.— Reports relating to the Fisheries at Ring, County Waterford,— 
and the Fishing and Curing-house at the Claddah, Galway - - - - p. 78 

Report of C. G. Otway, Esq., on the Castlebar and Westport Unions - . p. 115 

Return of the Amount of the Poor Law and Townland Valuations of the several Poor 
Law Unions in Twenty-five Counties in Ireland, arranged in Counties, showing the 
proportional Difference between the two Valuations in each Union separately p. 144 
Circular, conveying Opinions given by Mr. Henn, in reply to Queries on a Surrender of 
Land under the Quarter-acre Clause - p. 146 

Q. T^le exhibWng the Social Condition of Ireland and its Provinces, in which the relative 
Produce, Resources and Destitution of different portions of it are severally contrasted 
with each other - p. 147 

General Index to the Principal Matters contained in the Evidence - - - p. 149 
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Appendix A. 1. 



POOR LAW COMMISSION, IRELAND. 



STATEMENT, compiled from Returns furnished by the Union Clerks, showing 
for each Poor Law Union in Ireland, — 

I. — The Average Numbers of Destitute Persons relieved in the Workhouse, and out 
of the Workhouse, during September 1848. 

II. — The Expenses of the Month; distinguishing the Cost of In-Maintenance, of 
Out-llelief, and of all other Expenses. 

III. — The Progress of the Collection of Poor-rate during the Month, compared with 

the Expenses of the Month. 

IV. — The Financial Condition at the Close of the Month, the State of the Balance on 

the Treasurer’s Account, and the Amount of Liabilities to Contractors or others, 
exclu-sive of any Sum due to Her Majesty’s Government, on account of 
Building Loans or other Advances. 

V. — A Comparative Summary of the Collection and Expenses of the Twelve Months, 
from 29th September 1847 to September 1848. 



PROVINCE OF ULSTER - - - - p. 4, 6. 

„ MUNSTER 6, 7. 

„ LEINSTER 8, 9. 

„ CONNAUGHT 10, ii. 

SUMMARY OF PROVINCES --------- 10, ii. 

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF LIABILITIES 12,13. 

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF COLLECTION AND EXPENSES - 12. 

STATEMENT OF POOR-RATE COLLECTED AND UNCOLLECTED - 13, 
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49,168 


1,050 


539 




539 


1-09 




159 






298 


_ _3 




SD 


or.g 






EallycasCle 


‘>6,020 


640 


285 




883 




33-0 


108 




74 


182 


_ 1 


64 


99 


1 33 






Bsllymenti 


74,022 


1,030 


599 




599 


0-8 


6-2 


104 






737 




188 


laa 


406 






Ballymoacy 


48,81-2 


752 


532 










140 


U 




363 




292 


317 


24.7 






Belfast ... 


100,092 


3.320 


2,196 




2,196 






7‘>6 






2,978 




3,047 


3,211 


2,127 








38,758 


780 






455 




M 


123 






202 


i 


365 




16!) 






Lisburn • - - 


75,444 


1,210 


496 




496 


0-0 


3-3 


151 




238 


380 




1,840 


1,394 


344 


1,971 




CovnttArsiagb: 




































Armagh - 


110,408 


1,300 


687 


116 


803 


0-7 


16-2 


178 


12 








505 




8,679 






Lnrfau 


71,128 


1,512 


594 




594 


0-8 




208 




137 


345 




338 


332 


238 


1,018 




Cormr C*v*s; 




































BailieboroogK • 


49,385 


1,295 


947 


906 


1,853 


3-7 


39-0 


216 










669 












97,271 


1,850 


1,546 


1,785 


3,331 


3-4 


30-3 






















Cootebill ^ - 


67,178 


1,400 


1,186 


1,055 


2,241 


3-3 


37-0 


363 


77 


254 


694 


- 2: 


287 


373 


407 


15,925 




Cnu>'TT Dokesal; 




































Ballysbaanon . 


43,403 


870 


508 


301 


803 


1-8 


28-0 


129 










HA 










Uoneeal 






468 


364 


833 


2-0 


33-1 
















383 






Duu&iagby - 




300 


129 




129 


0-6 


4-7 


49 














;14U 




Gleocies - 




590 


510 


575 


1,086 


2-4 


35-6 


117 






739 




11 




176 




Iiiisbowea 




640 










27-2 




















Lettcrkenny - 


85,931 


870 


281 




281 


1-0 


12-7 


104 








1 


02 














510 










25 0 


69 














197 

9 






SCrancrlar 




460 


206 




206 


0-8 


25-1 


58 




269 


327 


- 2 


132 


HJ 


561 




County Daws : 




































Banbriilge 


87.323 


1,110 


743 


1,103 


1,846 


2-1 


13-3 


262 


61 
























454 




454 


0-6 


9-0 




229 






254 










































Newry - 


95,541 

60,165 


1,3.50 

1,135 


1,007 

4S7 


565 


1,372 

487 


1-6 

0-8 


15-5 


280 

165 




224 

667 


657 

732 


- 1 
- n 


626 

1,1-13 


670 

1,220 


soil 

641 


7,37(i 

1,932 




County Feruaka 


h; 


































£nntsklllea‘ - 

Lirnaskea 

Lofftbeistowu 


81, .534 
37.920 
34.963 


1,370 

840 


1,012 

519 

284 


449 

149 


1,461 

519 

433 


1-7 

1-3 


12-1 

17-2 

16-1 


385 

131 

83 


20 

13 


220 

215 

61 


625 

346 

157 


- I; 


126 

588 

128 


116 

550 

132 


77 

606 

290 


4,R60 

692 

0,763 




County Londohderry : 


































Coleraine 
Londonderry - 
Mugherafelt • 
Nex-townliicavady - 


52,704 

64,740 

80,816 

39,058 


960 

1,100 

1,840 

890 


438 

5S6 

598 

303 


958 


436 

1,494 

598 

303 


0-8 

2-3 

0-7 

0-7 


5-8 
5 -5 
13-6 
9-2 


163 

164 
176 
100 


82 


111 

104 

86 

875 


274 

350 

261 

975 


- 


427 

215 

348 

604 


45.3 

264 

476 

642 


223 

430 

323 

1,030 


342 

4,.'j()8 

2,016 

946 




Cotisrr JfosAOHA 




































Can ielimacross 
L'astleblaney - 

Monaghan 


39,726 

58,945 

42,320 

69,959 


930 

1,270 

890 

1,176 


604 

585 

815 

678 


1,128 

1,670 


1,732 

585 

2,485 

678 


4- 3 
I-O 

5- 8 
0-9 


24- 0 
19-6 

-26-7 

25- 0 


176 

190 

229 

244 


109 

140 


375 

506 

245 

1,383 


659 

696 

614 

1,627 


- 23 

_ 4 


979 

l,5lb 

544 

299 


979 

1,568 

544 

625 


546 

673 

722 

1,325 


2, .369 
4,988 
816 
394 




COUSTT TvBOKE! 


































Castlederg 

Clogher ... 
Duugamion - I 


ao’soo 

48,455 

70,000 


500 

700 

600 


187 

464 

477 


224 

23 


187 

688 

500 


0-8 

1-7 

1-0 


16-2 
20 8 
10-7 


46 

137 

148 


19 


86 

144 


157 

241 

294 


- 


199 

1,037 


201 

1,115 

13 


152 

260 

227 


2,475 
2,106 
2, .398 






18,747 














30 














529 


493 




Omagh ... 


69,099 






101 














- I, 




172 


38 


1,278 




Strabane 


58,883 


960 


523 


523 


OB 


18-4 


185 




329 


514 


- 2d 

- 4 


26 


658 

31 


704 

418 


263 

175 




Total Ulster . 
Total for .August 


,362,132 

,362,132 


42,682 

42,582 


24,889 

28,162 


1,890 

36,570 


36.779 

83,732 


1-6 

2-69 


15-8 

15-8 


7,673 

8,714 


1,015 

3,583 


6,738 

7,304 


24,346 

19,601 


- If 23,461 

- li 18,872 


3,541 

7,877 


23,702 

22,273 


130,862 

122,685 





“ Cduan, — Vice-Guardians appomtul 8 December 3347. 



‘ CmIc/ii'I/,— V icc-Guardiansaiipoiated 17 Fcbruir}- 1848. 
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ON TME OPERATION OF THE IRISH POOR LAW. 



- PROVINCE OF ULSTER. 



Diflei'cncc between 
the Collection 
and Expenses of 
September 1848. 


Finar 


cial Condition at the Close 
. of September 1848. 


Summary of Collection nod Expenses during the Twelve Months 
from 29th September 1847 to tlie Close of September 1848. 




§ 

W 


S 

S 


Balance at Foot 
of the 

rreasuret's Account, 
at tbo 

Close of the Month. 


■1 ^ 
-'s 

II 

“t-l 

1 s 
IS ^ 

■<: 5, § 
21. 


lI'S 

S £-S 
,|| 




s 


i 

1 


1 j 

a| 


iti 




S® 
ft. „ 


Names op Usioss. 


1 

i 

17. 


H 

i 

IS. 


bi 

£ U 
19. 


1 1 

|J 

20. 


|| 1 J 2 

0 g “q 

0 i.l ° 
i 

z 


It 

= H 
0 

e 

23. 


J 

s 

1 

u 

24. 


t 

25. 


if 

9j 

U 

26. 


•5 


S.S — 

i-|-i 

28. 


“ 1. 
29. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


s. a. 


!. d. 


£. 


CooNir AxTftiM : 


. 


298 




526 


966 




6.301 


6,847 


454 




1 3 


I 2 




- Antrim. 




98 








1,125 


3,089 


3,698 




609 




I 104 








549 








945 


10,324 


7,972 


2,352 




2 li 
1 8| 
1 84 




- Ballymena. 




71 






249 




6,188 


5,014 


1,124 




1 4t 


73,016 


- Ballymoney. 
















25,126 










- Belfost. 


163 




537 






257 


3,926 


3,833 


93 




1 1 


1 ../< 






951 




2,033 






820 


6.232 


5,847 


385 




- 11 


- 10^ 


137,212 


CoUKTV Armacii ; 




2,650 


989 






492 


14,686 


12,069 


2,017 




3 ‘1 


I 4i 


175,436 






7 


2,847 






2,165 


16,100 


13,142 


2,958 




2 10 


93,105 


CouxTT Cavan : 


259 




697 




2,766 




11,SG5 


10,088 


877 




4 




52,244 




3,658 




3,549 






2,282 


26,697 


20, .101 


6,296 




4 3.^ 




124,802 






407 


719 




1,975 




12,026 


11,719 


5o7 




6 H 


3 ’i 


73,395 


- Cootchill. 

CovNry DoNEGAt: 




121 


418 






499 


7,227 


5,913 


1,314 




2 94 




51,435 


- BaDvslmnsun. 




105 


165 




8.) 




5.292 


3,880 


1,412 






2 5; 


31,i;37 






42 


19 




184 




1.063 


1,551 




488 




2 111 


1 0,769 






728 


770 




1,828 




3,256 


8,072 




4.816 






16.689 


- Glcnties. 




29 


1,039 






78’ 


3,711 


2,736 


975 




2 -i 




36.605 






137 




478 


90(> 




2,232 


3,138 




906 


1 4-i 


1 llg 


31,835 






96 




302 


679 




3,242 


3,335 




93 






31,318 


- Milford- 




195 


1,006 






386 


2,803 


2,101 


702 




1 lOj 


1 5 


29,437 


• Stranorlar. 
CouNiv Down : 




103 


599 




820 




9,375 


8,388 


987 




I 6 


J 4l 


123,434 






128 


955 




137 




5,697 






1,480 


- 8 




168,192 




231 




707 






464 


2,851 


1,815 


1,036 








37.217 


- Kilkeal. 


69 




319 




557 




7,624 


8,585 


961 


1 2 


} 


132,113 


- Kcwr>-. 


411 




1,274 






626 


9,260 


6,793 


2,467 




1 6f 


1 ’S 


118,978 


- Neivtoivnards. 
CoTJKTV FEaMAWACH : 




499 


. 


487 


3,248 




12,004 


10,250 


1,754 




2 5j 


2 11 


95,314 


. Enniahillen. 


242 




2,558 






2,416 


7,339 


3,705 


3,634 




3 U 


2 81 


46,906 


- Lisnaskea. 




29 


■ 


627 


1,127 




5,854 


6,015 




161 


2 8 


43.954 


- Lowtherstown. 

Co. LoKcoxDERr.r; 


153 




781 






297 


4,768 


4,827 




59 


1 3 




76,518 


- Coleraine. 








194 


937 




7,639 


8,466 




027 


1 4 


1 6 


112.902 


- Londonderry. 


87 




642 




480 




6,730 


5.725 


1,005 




1 94 


1 6l 


75,257 


- Magherafcit. 

- Newtownlimavailr. 

ConNTv Mokaohak : 




371 


1,419 






1,026 


5,154 


4.021 


1,133 




1 6| 


1 21 


65,632 






1,687 






763 


8,733 


7.172 


1,561 




8 7| 


3 0 


47,892 


- Csrrickmacross, 


819 






119 


2,478 




10,738 


9,013 


1,725 




3 34 


2 9 


65,310 


- Cflstleblaney. 




70 


175 




819 




6,862 


7,279 




417 


2 6 






- Clones. 




1,328 


2,550 




■ ■ 


1,664 


10,280 


7,189 


3,091 




2 H 


1 6j 




• hionsgliae. 
CotIKTV Tvrcse : 














1,599 


1,777 




178 


1 54 


1 74 


21,790 


• Cnstlederg. 






405 






SO 


5,724 


4,841 


883 




2 ei 


2 3l 


42,269 


- Cloglier. 








368 






2,696 


3,862 




1,186 


- 114 


1 4J 


66,535 


- Cookstoun. 




216 




692 


1,738 




5,749 


6,1.33 


- 


SS4 






90,731 


• Dungannon. 






174 








1,135 


1,181 




46 












66 


8,217 


. 




2.466 


n,25S 


7,664 


3,594 




3 - 


2 -4 


76,389 


- Omagh. 




488 


2,015 






1,511 


8,719 


6,902 


1,817 




2 1-1 


1 8l 


61,527 


- Strabane. 


8,365 


9,250 


38,522 


3,793 


25.666 


21,036 


327,004 


295,182 


46,553 


14,731 


I ni 


1 H 


3,297,561 


Total Dc-ster. 


5,107 


8,136 


36,289 


3,393 


26,749 


24,208 


' 












3,297,551 


ToiAt for August. 



* ExniiAiI/cn. — V)r«.Guardiaiu appointed llch March 1848. 

•* Lowthcislowti. Elected Guardiani at the close of March, eucceeded the Vice-Ouardiaat who were appointed I 8 th Septemhev 1847. 

507 . A 3 
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APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFOEE SELECT COMMITTEE 



PROVINCE OF MUNSTER. 















of Relief during 




State of Collection during I 






i 






September 1848. 






September 1848. 






September lB4o. | 




Namis ot Usions. 


6 

s 

1 


< 

1 

it 

s 1 
■f'i 

s s 

|i 


l-s 

1 s 
15 J 


Average Number on the Out-Relief 
Lists during tiic hionlh. 


■s 


111 
E i-3 
S g 

Ml 
2 s-ii 


Proportion per Cent, on tbe Popula- 
tion of the highest Number of Per- 
sons on the Relief LiaCa under the 


s 


1 


Ji 

ts ^ 

■gw 

M 


1" 

3 


1 ^ 

’.2 

it§ 

I'S-I 

< 


1 

1 


V S 

3.5 S 
<! 


i 

E- 

i 

■< 


il 
i s 

£o 

“1 

|1 

-< 




1. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


5. 


6. 




8. 


9. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


16. 


16. 




CouHtv Ci.Aaz: 
















£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


a, <f. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 




r • 










1,214 


14-4 


61-5 


657 


1,032 


612 


2,501 


- 6 


1,026 


1,027 


1,002 


2,338 








1,150 




.1,104 


.2,699 


25-4 


692 


438 


997 


651 


2,086 




1,471 


2,067 


1,867 


2,636 












.2,031 


13,083 


15-8 


62-3 


251 


1,300 


330 


1,881 




550 


1,813 






Scarify . 


53,563 


2,450 


2,340 


4,291 


6,631 


12-4 


60-1 


746 


619 


414 


1,779 


- si 


324 


2,424 


1,813 


3,170 




County Ooaz; 






































81,772 


2,075 


1,663 




1,563 


1-9 


31-0 


436 




1,414 


3,850 


- 3^ 






1,639 


7,023 






56.165 


1,100 


889 


1,915 


2,804 


6-0 




243 


354 






- dif 


1,057 


1,110 


679 






156,057 


4,550 


3,265 




3,265 


21 


21-2 


1,078 




897 


1,975 


- H 


247 


313 


2,234 












690 




690 


2-3 


S5‘5 


175 




116 


291 


- 14 


22.3 




420 








Q.) tit 


1,740 


1,062 


1,917 


2,979 


3-2 


48-0 


332 


119 


379 


880 


‘ J + 


5.39 


556 


1,992 


24,791 








1,705 


1,495 


2,114 


3,609 


4-2 


59-5 


874 


137 


408 


919 




1,308 


1,308 


2, in 


16,.504 








1,350 


936 


9.36 




37-3 


253 




124 


377 


- H 


269 


26!) 


345 


7,455 








1,080 


904 




904 


1-5 


-45-0 


2S4 




62 


346 




1,048 


1,260 


265 


3,618 






63,282 


1,250 


672 




672 


M 


40 8 


196 




443 


641 


- H 


40 


11 


629 


726 






78,428 


3,169 


1,417 






1-8 


51-0 


472 




370 


842 




596 


696 


729 


3,218 




Shibberaen 


104,508 


2,180 


2,002 


347 


2,849 


2-2 


49-0 


416 


44 


816 


1,276 


- 3 


2,300 


2,299 


2,173 


.3,820 




CouNTT Ksaar: 




































CahertivefD.r • 


30,888 


1,140 


410 


89 


499 


1-6 


62-7 


126 


13 


129 


259 




506 


482 


316 


3.230 






35,512 


400 


397 


4,921 




15-0 




in 


558 


110 


779 




792 


771 


905 


544 




Kenmarei' . 


33,656 


860 


760 


4,25.; 


5,014 


14-9 


62-7 


206 


457 


246 


909 


- 8i 


680 




864 


3,446 






53,345 


1,750 


692 


2,441 


3,14) 


5-9 


45-3 


208 


309 


SOI 


818 








1,605 


4.972 






78,766 


1,190 


1,108 


8,376 


9,484 


12-0 


69-2 


333 




269 


1,576 










3,530 




Tralee - ■ - 


56,151 


1,946 


1,386 


4,227 


5,613 


10 -0 


57-0 


413 


468 


241 


1,122 


- 4 


3,113 


3,235 


2,626 


7,026 




County Liaienicx: 




































Kilmaltoek 


75,687 


1,850 


1,508 


248 


1,758 


2.3 


56-8 


462 


18 


420 


900 


- U 








13,689 




Limerick 






2.858 


5,12£ 


7,985 


6.0 


54-0 


930 


821 


1,827 


3,578 










35,238 




Newcastle* • 


60,007 


1,400 


1,119 


2,954 


4,07c 


6.8 


76-3 


330 


347 


739 


1,416 










23,416 


4 


Baehkeale 






1,250 


5,349 


6.599 


9.7 


63-3 


409 


667 


1,016 


2,092 


- 3i 


4,427 


4,456 


3,646 


7,646 


County TirueaxaTt 




































Carrick.on-Suir 


45,333 


1,300 


440 


454 


894 


2 0 


280 


162 


62 


268 


492 














Cashel . 


69,640 


1,665 


1,290 


1,261 


2,551 


3-7 


47 0 


437 


172 


224 


633 










10,582 




Clogheeo 






721 


1,105 




3-9 


54-6 


238 


108 


185 


531 














Clonmel 






1,151 


1,607 


2,758 


6-9 


35'S 


403 


189 


339 


931 














Nenagh - 






• 1,485 


3.227 


4,712 


5-2 


53-7 


•661 


317 


285 


1,263 










9,281 












4,077 


5,037 


8-0 


41-7 


348 


520 


348 


1,2)6 














Thurlea - 








6A99 


7,486 


10-4 


600 


276 


642 


473 


1,391 














Tipperary 








6,311 


7,396 


9-3 


44-0 


377 


715 


640 


1,732 


- 2^ 


1,915 


1,940 


2,166 


11,291 




County WatEaroBar 




































Dungni'van 


68,642 


1,600 


1,014 


267 


1,281 


1-9 


47 -8 


308 


23 


559 


890 










544 




Liamore 








83 


1,059 


2-7 


66-7 


266 


7 


















"Waterfurd * 








2,210 


3,531 


4-2 


44 0 


•438 


249 


267 


954 


- H 


2,407 


2,434 


2,119 


16,508 




ToTii MuKatan - 


2,435,347 


60,598 


44,835 


107950 


162785 


6-3 


50-2 


13,794 


12,238 


16,618 


42,650 


- 


42,498 


46,936 


47.261 


306,251 




ToTai. for Augnat 


2,435,347 


69,763 


44,280 


2204SO 


264760 


10-87 


60-2 


14,101 


25,474 


14,605 


54,180 


- 3* 


38,664 


42,236 


49,143 


223,437 





“ Ennfjlymoii — Vice-Guaidi«n« appoiBtejl 29A Felirnary 1848. « FonJii/— Vice-Guardiana appointed 19tl. October 1847. 

» iTi/maA— Vice-Guardiana appointed 1 1th March 1848. « Aimtur*.— Vice-Guardiani appointed 16th November 1847. 

e .Scari^...-Vice-Guardiasu appointed 28th October 1647. 

* Eitimated. 

t The Onion of Dingle was declared on the 22d Fel ruary 1848, leing formed of Ten Electoral Divisioni, previously belonging to Tralee Union. 
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OK THE OPERATION OF THE IRISH POOR LAW. 



PROVINCE OF MUNSTER. 





Difference between 
Che Collection 
and Expenses of 
September 1848. 


K..» 


iai Condition at the Close of 
September 1848. 


Summary of Collection and Expenses during the Twelve Months 
from 29th September 1847 to the Close of Scplomber 1848. 






3 

w 


U 


Balance at Foot 
of tbe 

Treasurer's Account, 
at the 

Close of the Slonth 




pi 

ITI 


1 . 


1 


i 

1 


>4 a 


U a 

l-l d 


e2.| 


fs 


Names or Uniohs. 




d 

17. 


1 

U 

i 

18. 


§1 
J o 

19. 


’i n 

'll 

■< o 
20. 


II 

£ 

21. 


I E^i 

I I § f 

2: 

22. 


if 

|| 
.S H 

23. 


H 

U 

24. 


1 

S 

1 

25. 


11 

ge- 

r 

26. 


^ "a o 

Ti ® 
■< 

27. 


IJ-- 

<i| g 
< 

28. 


^ I 

s 

29. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


1. d. 


(. d. 


£. 


CooNTE Claee : 






1,475 


337 




3.558 


. 


28,611 


32,289 




3,678 


5 7f 




101,283 


Fnnii 














18.698 


25,921 




7,223 


5 ei 




67,486 














5,921 




12,439 


21,992 




9,553 






59,228 














7,435 




14,590 


28,119 




13,629 


6 6§ 


12 7i 


44,960 


• Scariff. 

County Couk : 






1,850 


1,991 






1,268 


9,057 


12,424 




3,367 


I 4 


1 10 


136,200 












530 


5,955 




6,609 


12,321 




5,712 


3 2 


5 lOf 


41,874 














• 


2,120 


29,30 1 


32,193 




2,897 


1 H 




360,116 
















186 


6,509 


6.623 


486 




2 Hi 




43,859 












3,098 


4,595 




22,391 


25,473 




3,082 


2 11 




153,300 
















2,860 


36,012 


28,214 


7,798 




6 9^ 




106,620 














380 




5.629 


6,699 




70 


1 


1 el 


75.444 
















3,353 


14,797 


10,074 






3 li 


■ <1 










601 


4,476 






3,702 


13.2.'l2 


8,515 


4,717 






122,740 
















4,171 


23,671 


16,277 


7,394 




2 10| 


2 - 


163,017 










477 




1,665 




18,320 


18,376 




56 


3 S| 


3 9 


98,364 


- Skibbereen. 
County Kesky : 




347 




596 




1,290 


. 


3,832 


6,982 




3,150 




6 9 


24,194 














1,007 




4.063 


7,470 




3,407 


2 9i 




29,261 














3,452 




6,014 


12,663 






4 loit 


10 S 


24,495 
















863 


25,179 


22,353 


2,626 




5 lOj 


5 3 


85,304 










143 




5,453 




22,668 


26,952 




4,284 


4 7f 


5 6} 


97,168 














6,058 




22,103 


25,626 




3,525 


6 2J 


6 -i 


85,147 


. Tralee. 

County LiMExtcc 




2.C78 




2,150 






528 


30,765 


28,694 


7,071 




3 5^ 


2 8 


176,768 








2,952 




267 


7,429 


. 


34,264 


36,622 




2,558 


3 3} 


3 6} 


202,796 






1,310 








3,072 




32,000 


34,203 




2,203 


5 10 


6 3 


108,089 






2,335 




2,653 






732 


27,447 


27,095 


352 




4 2f 


4 2 


129,98.5 


- Batbkeale. 

County TirvEftAnv: 






99 




456 


2,231 




10.514 


8,295 


2.219 




2 4 


1 lOi 


89,951 






788 




471 




3,352 




1 7,256 


21,979 




4,728 


2 7?t 


3 4i 


130,026 






151 




708 




3,911 




8,383 


11,390 




3,007 


2 8 


3 7i 


62,770 






212 




268 






64 


12,597 


13,828 




1,231 


2 9i 

3 6| 




91,450 








321 


328 




1 7,216 




120,880 


124,780 




3,900 


4 l| 


120,286 








792 


364 




6,875 




13,357 


17,808 




4,451 


2 7i 


3 5f 


102,059 








1,115 


22 




6,295 




15,308 


22,291 




6,983 


2 9| 


4 i 


108,931 






183 




166 




5,104 




22,057 


28,376 




6,318 


2 Ilf 


S 10 


148,214 


- Tipperary. 

County WaTEXFoai) : 






80S 


1,905 






1,149 


14,046 


11,982 


2,063 




2 Ilf 




94,591 


- Dungarvan. 






650 




106 


1,666 




7,541 


8,733 




1,192 


2 4 


2 6| 


64,643 


- Liemore. 




1,453 


■ 


208 




2,393 




18,129 


16,463 




354 


1 lOJ 


1 11^ 


191,474 


- Waterford. 




16,474 


16,631 


39,918 


4,382 


109,566 


20,996 


628,268 


695,921 


39,449 


107,102 


3 Si 


3 7J 


8,636,339 


Toia6 Monsieu. 


4 


9,318 


24,814 


39,640 


3,206 


99,900 


22,971 








* ' 






3,836,339 


ToT.<nfor August. 



/ CaAerciwfi*.— Vice-Gn»rdian» ippointed 24th December 1847. * NewcastJe.— Vica-Guardiane appointed 4th Maroi 1848. 

t Kcnfaare.— Vice-Ouardiana appointed 20th January 1848. ' fTate^ril.— Vice-Guardians appointed 2Scb March 1848. 

t Eatimated. 

No wockbouae accommodation had been provided, and no rate has been made In Dingle Union down to the ciusa of Stay. 
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APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



PROVINCE OF LEINSTER. 



Number* relieved during 
Septerabur 1848. 



Expenses of Relief during 
September 1846. 



Is M Sll!'?::"* § 
'^1 6 ? = 



zj Ks -<-5 =|u g “ ^ I i o “ 

s.-a 3 i 1 5 ■£ » ® g- ° “ ® 

t ^ i-.9% |‘S 9 o I 



State of Cdllcetinn during 
September 1846. 









1 


i s 


1 


Treasurer, 

B than Poor 


1 

H 


1 -Z«-5 






1 


5 ! 




1 


i 



y u &■ < 

9 . 10 . 11 . 12 



CotrsTT Cariow; 
Carlow ... 



Ilalrothery . - 38,118 

DuWia, Nerth - 133,128 

Dublin, Snath - 178,745 

lUtbdown - - 44,214 



287 629 916 

2,396 2,431 4,827 
2,227 4,048 6,275 
420 334 754 



CocsTV Kilkinsy ; 
Caltan 

KUheacy ‘ . 



554 2,833 [3,387 
869 2,731 1 3,600 



196 205 94 495 - 1^ 366 366 335 

93 . . 108 201 - -d 267 267 70 

242 73 149 464 - 124 221 229 



181 319 268 768 - 2J 1,712 1 1,570 351 10,617 

321 367 925 1,613 I - ij 3,386 [3,302 1.555 24,726 



Edeaderry - . 34,679 840 

Paraonstown - . 76,528 1,700 

TuUamore^ . . 53,905 1,200 

CouBTT LoHcroBC : 

Gronard* - . 65,130 880 

Lougford<* - . 87,757 1,480 



468 809 1,278 

983 - . 983 

944 2,668 3,612 



914 3,213 4,127 
1,243 l6,S77 7,620 



4 580 580 161 1,659 

J 406 410 1,910 2,614 

I 2,152 1,625 1,462 1,585 



7'S 29'0 269 427 268 944 - 2i 126 201 I 261 2 202 

8’7 37-7 313 617 980 1,910 - 3^2,111 2,111 ll, 286 19,487 



•447 932 1,379 

426 453 879 

495 212 707 



265 j 135 400 ' 

889 90S 1,887 I 

418 1,509 1,927 
911 2,394 3,303 
377 1 1,413 1,790 



. v’ ^ 1,416 1.205 1,022 

1 , r, r 836 8.16 529 2,349 

1-1 13-5 lb4 18 808 1,010 - 2j 1,354 1,333 901 2,110 



4 - 2 30-1 27.1 107 260 I 640 - 14 

5 - 4 85-8 159 205 jgg 5 Q 0 _ j. 

C -8 36-6 245 279 1,004 1,528 - 4 j 

6 - 2 3 o -4 135 190 1,658 1,983 - 4^ 



72 207 - 444 461 302 417 

60 640 - l| 877 941 768 14,326 

96 560 _ li 484 631 640 708 



CocyTrWrsTMSATB:] 

Athlone/ - - 72,168 1,150 

MuItingarS - . 73,272 1,660 

CouN-nr WtxroBD : 

Eaniscorthy - . 61,816 1,400 



Baltinglass - . 40,687 SOO 

Rathdrum - . 56.709 743 

Shillelagh . . 34,800 600 I 

Torai, Leinsteu - 2,006,036 41,637 I 
Totai. &r August .12,006,036 42,113 



3,099 2,792 A891 
1,036 2,069 3,105 I 



651 1,360 2,001 

475 1,264 1.729 
751 6 757 

544 - - 544 



658 002 1,560 

537 1,446 1,983 
413 838 751 1 

26,316 Wgss 75,2991 
28,367 75,937 101304 



224 1/2 309 705 - 1| 543 568 1,992 16,247 

164 189 282 635 - iJ 2,649 2,305 718 3,126 

1 ®26 1,100 - a| 3,080 3,098 1,686 7,886 

202 . - 304 506 - 1 831 848 619 ' 3,346 



Vfi on.! 2 ’76 2,878 

1-2 In.? Ill ■ “J 663 591 4,668 

2 2 20 7 129 49 68 246 - J 47 61 117 6,474 

3-7 I 27-9 9,438 6,170 15,081 30,689 - H 41,291 42,331 36.947 210,622 

6-20 27-9 10,693 10.217 14,067 34,977 - IJ 36,640 36.315 37,438 179,448 ' 



s — Viee-Guardiia* appointed 26th February 1848. 

xul/amore.— Vice-Guardian* appointed 9th February 1848. 



' Craword’.— Vice-Guardians appointed 19th February 1848. 
Aong/'ird.— Vice-Guardians appointed 21st March 1848. 
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ON THE OPERATION OF THE IRISH POOR LAW. 



PROVINCE OF LEINSTER. 



nary of Collection sod Expeoacs during (he T»elve Months 
n 29th September 1947 to the Close of September 1848. 



l£ ^ T ^ 'I 

^•5-a S-xg 



— Names or Ukioks. 



I Hi Hi 



sE. £. 

293 21,230 



I 1^ I IJ I 95,298 



- Edendcrty. 

- Pnrsonstowu. 

- Tullaroote. 

CouKTY LoNcroRC: 

- Granard. 

- Longford. 



2 -i 93.286 
1 5j 130,476 
1 5 i 106,672 



• Dunshaugblis. 
. Kells. 

- Navao. 

- Oldcanle. 

- Tiim. 



3 4^ I 65,992 - Abbeyleiz. 

3 I 03,514 • Mountmelick. 



3 5i 126,942 - Eoniscotthy. 

2 ij 93,962 - Gorey. 

3 2| 109,543 • Ne« Roes. 

1 8 113,913 - Wexford. 

CoOHTT WjClClOWi 
1 lOi 90,886 - Baltinglasi. 

1 l| 183.163 - Ratbdrnm. 

1 4^ 64,485 • Shillelagh. 

I 11^ 4,745,828 Total Leimsxer,. 

- - 4,745,828 Totax. for August. 



g Jtfulltnpar. Vice^GuaToiani apjKiiated 6th May 1848. 

5 NeiD Rois.— Vice*Guudiaos appolated 2Ut Mtfch 1846. 
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APPENDIX TO MINUTES 0? EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



PROVINCE OF CONNAUGHT. - 



„ Total Number far which Workhouse Ac- 

commodation is provided. 


Numbers relieved during 
September 1848. 


Espensae of Relief during 
SeptL-mber 1848. 


Statu of Colluctiiin during 
Sejitcinbur 1846. 


s a 


a 

i-d 

o § 
•5 

B 1 

< 

5. 


|| 

6. 


1 

£,J-J 

lie 

III 


i Sx 
siS “5 

?ii 

‘Sill 

5 e a s 
f-S gS 


8. 


a 

o 

c3 

9. 


i § 
•1 1 

1 

10. 


11. 


i = 

M £ 

l| 

|o-S 

■< 

12. 


1 

& 

< 

13. 


Amount lodged with the Treasurer, 

S including other Receipts than Poor 


1 

i 

£ 

t- 

1 

1 

«< 


M 

li 

So 

SO 

|1 

S” 

<. 

16. 
















£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


s. <f. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


C 1,600 


1,282 


8 


1,290 


1-3 


32-5 


507 


2 


60S 


1,017 


- U 


224 


256 


I,S84 


5,847 


5 346 


392 


12,109 


12,501 


S7'8 


86-6 


172 


1,726 


821 


2,219 


2 33 


18 


2,199 


2,433 


694 


3 1,800 


1,694 


10,478 


12,172 


13-7 


74-7 


578 


1,175 


918 


2,671 


- 6i 


195 


169 


196 


6,652 


3 1,600 


1,541 


2,189 


3,730 


8'5 


85-8 


460 


243 


937 


1,639 


- H 


20 


1,113 


1,015 


13,737 


4 2,000 


1,899 


1,029 


2,928 


41 


47-0 


434 


89 


206 


729 


- 2 


156 


166 


160 


14,029 


4 1,770 


1,594 


3,711 


6,305 


7-1 


83-7 


415 


463 


816 


1,634 


- 4J 


2,521 


S,41l 


2,743 


4,473 


1,460 


8,319 


3,503 


11,822 


17-6 


47-8 


379 


458 


635 


1,472 


- 


550 


903 


848 


3,652 


3 940 


477 


132 


609 


1-3 


16-1 


119 


6 


126 


251 


- H 


71 


571 


3.02 


6,495 


3 930 


861 


4,690 


5,441 


7-9 


23-5 


224 


686 


887 


1,697 


- 7 


1,220 


1.296 


1,869 


11,262 


2,604 


2.865 


21.267 


23,632 


19-6 


TBS 


761 


3,166 


1,352 


5,269 


1 H 


80 


2,439 


3,334 


17,294 


800 


1,266 


16,460 


17,725 


20-8 


93-2 


338 


1,931 


520 


2,789 


- n 


68 


2.958 


3,682 


6, GOO 


3 900 


998 


9,382 


10,380 


17-0 


76-0 


314 


1,046 


510 


1,870 


- 8f 


396 


2.222 


2,247 


5,874 


9 1,300 


1,361 


1,838 


3,199 


4-3 


840 


393 


233 


327 


ess 


- 44 


605 


621 


623 


4,082 


2 1,030 


1,036 


8.274 


9,310 


12-0 


85-7 


358 


913 


263 


1,534 


- 9i 


31.5 


1,097 


1,677 


2,363 


3 900 


•810 


1,917 


2,727 


3-8 


48-3 


*325 


243 


484 


1,052 


- 3 


705 


607 


871 


4,076 


1,160 


1,457 


9,333 


10,790 


11-6 


64-0 


382 


1,079 


450 


1,911 


- 4 


2,720 


2,720 


1,911 


14,110 


1,780 


2,040 


8,827 


10,867 


13-0 


49-4 


704 


1,028 


332 


2,064 


- 63 


3,314 


3,320 


3,960 


8,112 


2,072 


1,696 


1,900 


3,496 


3-1 


48-0 


439 


172 


609 


1,120 


- 13 


293 


2,206 


1,920 


17,229 


3 24,882 


80,977 


116947 


47924 


10-8 


62-4 


7,222 


14,546 


10,101 


31,87! 


- H 


13,470 


28,166 


31,265 


146,381 


3 23,842 


27,568 


223363 


50921 


18-30 


62-4 


6,859 


27,398 


9,537 


43,794 


- 7^ 


10,211 


34,806 


37,213 


92,248 


2 42,683 


24,889 


1,890 


36,779 


1-5 


15-8 


7,573 


1,016 


15,768 


24, 3-16 


- 


23,46) 


25,541 


23,702 


130,862 


60,598 


44,835 


07950 


62785 


6-3 


50-2 


3,794 


12,238 


6.618 


42,650 


- 23 


42,493 


46,936 


47,261 


306,251 


41,637 


26,316 


8,983 


75,299 


3-7 


27-9 


9,438 


6,170 


5,081 


30,669 


- H 


41,291 


42,331 


36,947 


210,622 


24,882 


30,977 


16947 


47924 


10-8 


62-4 


7,222 


4,548 


0,101 


31,671 


- H 


3,470 


28,166 


31,266 


146,881 


169,799 1 


27.017 1 


85770 


12787 


5-0 


36-8 


8,027 


83,971 


67558 


29556 


- 23 


20715 










28.367 la 


55360 6 


83717 


8=58 


36-8 


0,367 


6,672 


45,513 


52552 


- 2? 


02107 


30732 


46067 


617,816 



Names or Unions. 



CftONTT Galv 
B allioaslae 
Clifaeao 

Gorl' . 

Loughrea ^ 

Tuani' - 

CousTT Lzits 
Carrick-on-SliaiiDcia ^ \ 
XIsQotluffliltOD 
Mukill r • 

CovHTT Mayo s 
Bdliaa^ 

Ba^linrobe * • 

Castlebar^ 

Sniseford 
■Wrttporf* 

County Roscommon ; 

Boj-Ie' . . . I 7 

Casslerea'* 

Roscommon" > 

CouMrY Slioo: 

Sligo 



Torat 1 

CoBKADOHl/* ■ 
Total for August - 

SD.MMARY : 

Munstsk 
Leinstzb 
CONMAOCsn . 

Total, Septcmbei 



|e, 174 , see 

1, 174,368 



w..^«,._,,a:-uuaraiaoB appointed 7t(i yeliriiarv 184f 
Uo/irtij).— Vice-Guardiaiu appointed 3d January 1848. 

® Gorf.— Vice-Quardmns appointed 24th Pebruaiy 1848. 
XoupAreo.— Vice-Guardians appointed 16th February 1848. 

t £. 5,361 is invludtd in the 10th column, headed 



_..v«-^u.i.u«iuiappointeu iBtn Tebmary 1848. 
n Vioe-Guudians appointed 26th January 1848. 

0 AIo/tia._Viee-Guardian8 appointed 10th December 1847. 

• Estimated. 

' Establishment, Ac.," being the erpenses of Temporary Fever Hospitole, making the total f. 
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II 



PROVINCE OF CONNAUGHT. 



Difiereni'C butivcen 
tbe ColluctioD 
and Expenses of 
September 1848. 


Financiat Condition at tbe Close of 
September 1648, 


Summary of Collection and Expenses durinij the Twelve Wontlis 
from 29th September 1847 to the Close of September 1848. 
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1 
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Bulonee at Foot 
of the 

Treasurer'e Account, 
at the 

Close of tbe Month. 


If 


jlJ 


1 • 


1 


1 

(3 


8 


^ 1 


K c 
6^1 

<•= § 

1 p,l 
<: 

28. 


II 


Names of Uvioss. 


“ Excess of Collection ov 


I 

1 

18. 


» J 

19. 


il 

<:o 

20. 


fi ■ 

1 

e S .. 

>5 

21. 


§ 6 j, rf 

lil 

'z 

22. 


11 

St- 

V 

1 

23. 


1 

1 

u 

24. 


S Excess of Collection ov 


il 

0-8" 

[3.| 

26. 


1 

Hi 

•^1 z 
< 

27. 


1 § 
a 

e 1 
= 3 

29. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


s. d. 


5. d. 


£. 


County Galsvat; 




793 


725 






168 


19,160 


16,217 


2,943 




2 6 i 


2 ij 


151,707 


- BaUinaaloc. 




2,201 


436 




5,237 




2,529 


23,405 




20,876 


2 7i 


24 4 J 


19,216 


- CUfdcn. 




2,476 


12 




11,843 




7,457 


33,810 




26,333 


1 


6 8 


101,413 


• Galnay. 




1,619 


19 




11,869 




8,225 


20,121 




11,896 


3 li 


7 7 


53,037 


• Gort. 




674 




296 


2,703 




12,477 


14,460 




1,983 


2 9 


3 2i 


90.978 


- Loughrea. 


837 




666 




5,103 




14,025 


18,107 




4,082 


8 3 


4 2i 


86,229 


- Tuain, 




922 


206 




5,752 




8,874 


17,911 




9,037 


2 lOj 


5 10 


61,450 


County Lbitiiim : 

- Carrick-on-Shannon. 




180 


278 




94 




6,459 


5,341 


1,118 




2 aj 


2 3 


47,270 


- Maoorhaiuiltou, 




477 


331 




1,482 




7,424 


14,389 




6,965 


2 6J 


4 lOi 


59,018 


Mohill. 




5,189 


163 




11,30.3 




10,177 


52,232 




42,105 


2 li 


10 II 


95,770 


CoumttMayoi 
• Ballina. 




2,721 


1.345 




2,457 




8,333 


37,653 




20,120 


2 - 


8 10 


85,217 


- BaUinrobe. 




1,474 


680 




.5,273 




4,216 


27,008 




22,792 


> n 


10 7i 


50,98) 


- Castlebar. 




278 






7,166 




6,146 


13,725 




7,579 


s s 


5 91 


45,066 


- Swineford. 




1,219 


309 




3.855 




6,013 


27,418 




21,405 


3 1 


14 li 


36,876 


. Weetporc. 




347 


551 




2,191 




11,076 


11,158 


. 


63 


2 


2 9i 


80,159 


CoCSITT Robcoumok I 
- Boyle. 


809 






212 


3,066 


- - 


13,824 


18,492 




4,668 


2 5i 


3 2J 


114,349 


- Castlerea. 


1,250 






1,277 


9,285 




17,848 


26,306 




8,638 


4 IJ 


6 2 


85,664 


- Roeeomroon. 




827 


948 




6,629 




16,297 


21,205 




2,908 


2 5 1 


2 lOi 


147,076 


CouNTrStiGo: 
- Sligo. 


2,896 


21,297 


6,793 


1,785 


94,833 


168 


182,759 


399,208 


4,061 


220,510 


2 7 


5 7i 


1,414,585 


ToTAI. CONMAOGBt. 


1,047 


34,630 


10,079 


1,860 


103,616 


929 








- - 


- 




1,414,585 


Total for August 


8,365 


9,250 


38,522 


3,793 


25,666 


21,036 


327,004 


295.182 


46,563 


14,731 


1 11 J 


1 Qi 


3,297,551 


SUMMARY T 
- Ulstxb. 


16,474 


16,631 


39,918 


4,382 


109,568 


20,996 


628,268 


693,921 


39,449 


107,102 


3 3| 


3 n 


3,836,339 


- MnNSTTA. 


15,308 


4,706 


26,488 


6,423 


36,206 


12,120 


481,615 


463,578 


35.528 


19,491 


2 -i 


1 Hi 


4,745,828 


- LeiMsTan.. 


2,896 


21,297 


6,793 


1,785 


94.833 


168 


182.759 


309,206 


4,061 


220,510 


2 7 


5 7i 


1,414,583 


- CotfNAUGKt. 


43,043 


51,684 


111,721 


16,383 


268,273 


54,320 


1,619,646 


1,853,889 


123,591 


361,894 


2 5| 


2 9i 


13294303 


Total, September. 


24,445 


74,890 


109,417 


17,181 


272,295 


57,677 










' 




13294303 


Total, August. 



» BaUina Vi«-Gn»rrii.oa »ppointed 24tli Decfmber 1847. I Jov/f.— Vice-Guarfliani.ppomted 9* May 1846. 

Ballinrobt Vice-Giiardiani appointed nth July 3847. CotiUrta — Vice-Guardians appointed 17th February 1848. 

J CoatleSur.— Vice-Guardians appointed 13th Jnly 1847. “ JlJieomm.iM.— Vice-Guaidiaas appointed 3lat December 1847. 

^ ITeftport. — Vice-Guardiaos appointed 16th August 1647. 

In-Maintenance, Out-Rclief. and Temporary Fever Hospitals, £. 77,359, leaving £.52,197 for “ EitaMiahment and all other Eipenies.” 

(19 ) B 2 COMPARATIVE 
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APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the LiABiLtTiEs of the 

1 The Total Debts of o/t UnioBS to Contractors. Treasurere, or others (exclusive of all Loans ob-/29 Sept. 1846, to £.325,674,1 fiiim wliieh 

taicedfrom Governraent, or from Private Parties simplyfor Fuifdlepyurposei), amounted, on the\29 Sept. 1847, to £.272,043,1 money m the 

II. _TbeNumberof Daionsin/29 Sept. 1848,l»xceeded the amount of the moneyf29 Sept. 1840, 86;1the Debts of those 129 Sept. 1848 to 

which the Debts on the 129 Sept. 1847,} in the Treasurers' hoods, was, on\29 Sept. 1847, 117 }/ Unions amounted, on 129 Sqit. 1847 to 

III. — The Number of Unions in which the money in ihef29 Sept 1848, 45 ;\the money in the hande of the Trea-/29 Sept. 1848, to .•£.83,479'1 

Treaaurera’ hands exceeded the Debts, was, od\29 Sept. 1847, 13;Jsurers of those Unions amounted, on 129 Sept 1647, to £.25,7 3UJ 
, A'otc The Debts due to Government or the British Association on aceount 



COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of Collection and Expenaesfor tlie Twelve Months, from 30th Sept. 1847 to 29th Sept. 1D48, 
inclnavej showing the Amount advanced by the British Association in aid of the Poor Rotes on the Recommendation of the 
Poor Low Commissioners {exclusive of the Expenditure of the Association in providing Food and Clothing for Cliildien in the 
Public Schools), together with the Advances made by Her Majesty's Government. 



MONTH. 


Expenses 
for Support of 
the Poor asd of 
Establishment 


For Repayment 
if Advances under 
the Temporary 
Relief Act, 

10 Viet. c. 7. 


Total 

Expensee. 


Amount of 
Rate 
collected. 


Nee Excess 
of 

Collection. 


Net Excess 
of 

Expeuses. 


Amount 

advanced by the 
British 

Aaaociaticn or by 
Che Government. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


1647 : October . 


75,961 




75,961 


121,255 


45,294 




300 


„ November - 


91,903 


545 


92,448 


151,684 


59,236 


- . - 


450 


„ December - 


125,770 


3,144 


128,914 


168,850 


39,936 




1,300 


1848 : January 


156,015 


1,000 


157,016 


194,054 


37,839 




2.600 


„ Fibmary - 


171,465 


1,200 


172,665 


187,064 


14,399 




11,261 


„ March 


187,222 


; 5,663 


192,885 


138,449 




54,436 


16,730 


„ April • 


176,279 


- - 


176,279 


111,981 1 




64,298 


23,899 


n May . • . 


169,720 ' 


- - ■ 


169,720 


IU.5I8 


. . . 


65,202 


80,715 


.. j™- - - 


I94.6S0 


421 


195,051 


121,871 




73,480 


39,155 


„ July - 


199,204 


727 


199,931 


95,452 




104,479 


54,618 


„ August 


169,745 




159,745 


102,107 




57,638 


37,649 


„ September - 


115,122 


20,153 


135,275 


120,716 


■ ■ ■ 


14,560 


23,910 


Toixl, 12 Months • 


•1,823,036 


32,653 


*1,855.889 


•1,627,700 


^195,904 


424,093 


+242,577 












or£.S28,ie9 oci. 


excess of Expenus. 







A sum of £. 6,457 is included in the ordinary enpenses of the year for “ Repayment of the Workhouse Bunding Loaiis." The expenses of the 

tbs Moothly Returns have been included 



t The Unions to which the Advances were made to the close of September, by the British Aasociatiou, or by the Government, and 



Ulstsr Pbovihce. 

1 


1 Mchsteb 


CavaiL 


£.300 


Bantiy - 


• £. 8,400 


Glenties - 


5,207 


Cahirciveen 


• 3,191 







Diogle . 


2,400 


Total - 


- £. 5,507 


Enniatymon 


1,000 






Reoffiare 


5,461 



PnovijjCE. 




InllfSTBR PnOVIHCI. 


Kilrush - 
Nenagh • 


- £.6,780 

600 


Athlonc • 


- £.607 


Scariff • 
Waterford 


- 13,580 

IS 


New Rosa 


600 


Total • 


• £.36,362 


Total - 


- £.1,007 



J A diSbreoce appears betwsen the Total CoUection of the year and 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



ON TTiE OPERATION OF THE IRISH POOR LAW. 



13 



Unions on 29th Soptember 1847, aud 29Ui September 1848. 

amount, doducring tlie f29 Sspt. 1848, i£.nt,721,\the not amoui.t of Debts, over aml/29 Sopt 1848, £.2!3,953. 

Treasurers’bands, vi*.l29 Sept. 1B47, .£.39,966, /above the money in bands, would bo, 1^29 Sept. 134T, .£.222,977. 

£.296,815,1 and the money in their Trea- f29 Sept 1848, tn £.28,242,1 deducting whip.li amount, the net amunut nf Debts, /29 Sept. 1848. £.268,273. 
£. 266,963, /smers’ bands amounted, on 129 Sept. 1847, to £.14,236, /over nud above tlic inottcy in hands, would be, on\,29 Sepi. 1847, £-232,727. 

and the Debts f 29 Sept 1648, to £.29,139,) deducting nliicb there would remain anot/ 29 Sept. 1848, to £.54,820. 
amounted, out. 29 Sept 1847, to £.0,980, /balamaj to their rredit, amounting, on (29 Sept. 1847, to £.19,730. 

of Loons, are excluded from this Statement. 



STATEMENT showing the Amount of Piwr Rate Collected during each Month since the Commencement of the Financial Year 
ended 29th Septemhev 184G ; also, the Amount Uncollected, and the state cf the Balances at loot of the Treaaurera’ Accounts 
' at tltc Close of each Month. 



MONTH. 


* 7.1 


nf Rate collected 
ig each Month. 


Amount of Rate remaiuing 
uncollected 

.at the Close of the hlonth. 


Amount in hands of Trea* 
at the Chise'uf the Month. 


Amount dtie to Tre 
remaining Un 
at the Close of the 


saurere of 
Month. 


Year 
ended 
29 Sept. 
1846. 


Year 
ended 
29 Sept. 
1847. 


Year 

ended 

29 ■‘^pt 
1848. 


Year 
ended 
29 Sept. 
1846. 


Year 
ended 
29 Sept. 
1847. 


Year 

ended 
29 Sept. 
1848. 


Year 

vmicd 

29 SepL 
1846. 


Year 
ended 
29 Sept. 
1847. 


Year 

29 Sept. 
1848. 


Ye.ar 
ended 
29 Sept. 
1846. 


Year 
ended 
29 Sept. 
1847. 


Year 

29 Sept. 
1848. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Oetober ... 


27,606 


26,805 


121,255 


174,298 


225,815 


864,049 


24,840 


32,114 


64,444 


10,145 


11,089 


28,782 


November - 


30,792 


36,039 


151,684 


163,392 


244,050 


859,718 


32,087 


34,393 


105,893 


8,679 


14,746 


16,879 


December ... 


33,262 


46,440 


168,850 


193,360 


243,384 


890,639 


37,300 


35,358 


145,706 


9,495 


19,452 


8,788 


January 


36,229 


52,439 


194,054 


219,052 


250,953 


768,511 


41,362 


33.274 


177,228 


7,358 


23,565 


4,395 


February ... 


41,885 


47,264 


187,064 


206,664 


279,140 


653,856 


54,314 


30,383 


208,545 


5,294 


28,312 


3,723 


March - . - - 


38,909 


52,561 


138,440 


174,734 


2 65,149 


661,855 


57,129 


26,493 


180,409 


5,014 


31.112 


6,261 


April - . - - 


33,486 


63,110 


111,981 


173,956 


349,773 


610,095 


55,986 


21,611 


162,823 


6,580 


32478 


8,463 


May - - - - 


31,230 


64,865 


114,518 


1G340S 


406,223 


655,926 


57,655 


15,424 


157,147 


6,152 


30,326 


8,798 


June .... 


30,630 


59,436 


121,571 


150,201 


463,730 


605,548 


56,425 


14,404 


151,889 


6,649 


31,897 


9,121 


July - 


24,186 


62,097 


95,452 


126,125 


594,120 


606,351 


47,801 


18,726 


117,033 


7,368 


34,860 


15,784 


August ... - 


17,173 


53,389 


102,107 


135,233 


690,103 


617,816 


44,850 


25,210 


109,417 


8,165 


36,507 


17,181 


September ... 


21,510 


73,353 


120,715 


155,718 


816,452 


794,116 


39,913 


39,966 


111,721 


8,071 


29,841 


16,383 


Total - - - 


871,848 


638,403 


1,627,700 

t 


- 


- 


- 


- 




— 


— 


— 


— 



12 months are taken ftom revised Returns received 6om the Clerks of Unionij and sums previously omitted by the Oerks of Unions from 



in the revised Retuma tor the year. 



the Amounts, ate subjoined, the Amounts being taken from the Returns furnished w eekly, thov.iog the Amount of Advances •— 

I CoBKAUQHI PnOVINCI. 



Ballinn 
Ballinrobe - 
Boyle - - - 

Carrick-OD-ShannoD 
Castlebar 
Castlerea 



£.36,260 


Clifden 


. £.17,666 


Swineford * 


* £.3,190 


29,709 


Galway 


23,993 


Tuam - 


5,300 


1,100 


Gort - • 


* 3,200 




21,020 


10,284 


Mown 


. 8,000 


Westport 


21,690 


Roscommon ' 


5,020 


Total Connaught 


- £ 199,711 


8,450 1 


Sligo * - 













the nmonnt of the lodgments, amounting to £.8,054. 



(19. App.) 



Appendix, 
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APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SEI.CT COMMITTEE 



■ Appendix A. 2. 

RECENT CIRGUEAR LETTERS relating to the Repayment of Treasury 
Advances under 9 Viet. c. 7. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 



bir. 



With reference to the Rates next to be levied in Union, 

the Commissioners for administering the Laws for the Relief of tbe Poor in Ireland 
desire to acquaint tbe Guardians, concerning the sums due on account of Advances made by 
the Relief Commissioners in 1847, on the credit of the Rates, that the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury require, that such Rates should be made in the ensuing season 
as will allow of repayment being duly made, wholly or in part, and that the Rates should 
be made sufficiently early to admit of their being collected at the usual period after Harvest, 
and of the repayment being at once made out of the produce of the Rates. 

It will be remembered that the Advances were made under the Act 10 Vic. c. 7, only 
upon the Board of Guardians having resolved to make a Rate for the purposes of the Act, 
and the Inspector of the Union having certified to the Relief Commissioners that such 
resolution had been passed, and that, to the best of his belief, the Guardians were proceeding 
with all possible dispatch to make and levy such Rate. 

The sum to be demanded from each Electoral Division, in the Rate after Harvest, is to 
be regulated by the the amount of expenses actually incurred in the maintenance of the Poor 
from Michaelmas 1847, to 25th March 1848. 

If the entire debt of any Electoral Division to the Relief Commissioners, added to the 
expenses actually incurred in the above half-year, would not exceed 3s. in the pound, in 
that case, the payment of the entire debt must be provided for in the Rate, in addition to 
the sum necessary to defray the prospective expenditure to the 25th March 1849, at least, 
including existing debts. Sut if the debt, added to the expenses incurred in the half-year 
ended 25th March last, would exceed 3s. in the pound, in that case, repayment should he 
provided for in the Rate, only to the extent of the difference between the expenses of that 
half-year and 3 s. in the pound. 

The sum to be repaid by each Electoral Division after Harvest, calculated on the above 
principle, with reference to your return of the expenses of the half-year ended 26th March 
last, is set out in the accompanying Schedule j and the Commissioners request that the 
Guardians will forthwith have Rates prepared for collection after Harvest, of an amount 
sufficient to admit of the repayment ol the sums specified, and also to provide for existing 
debts, and the ordinary expenditure, (upon the best estimate that can be made,) down to 
the 2.5th March 1849, at least. 

The Commissioners desire that von 'will immediately submit to the Board of Guardians 
the necessary estimate in one of the accompanying Forms; and having doneso, you will 
transmit a copy thereof to this Office, by a separate letter, stating whether the requisite 
Rates were adopted. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

W, Stanley, 

To the Clerk of ft., Secretary. 

Union. 



Union. 



Name 
of eadi 

Electoral Division, 


Amount required by the 
Lords of the Treasury 
to be repaid after Harvest 
1848, on acGouni of the 
Advances from the Relief 
Commission in 1847. 


Poundage. 


Observations. 




£. s. d. 


d. 
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APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 1848. 

With reference to the sums due on account of Advances made by the Relief Coitunis- 
sioners in 1847, on the credit of tlie Rates in Union, the Commissioners 

for administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland desire to acquaint the 
Guardians, that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasuiy have been pleased to 
limit their demand for repayment after Harvest to a sura not exceeding the difference 
between the amount of the expenses of the half-year ended 23th March last, and the 
amount of 3 s. in the pound j but if the repayment of this sum, in addition to providing for 
the ordinary expenditure to the 25th March next, would require a Rate of more tlian 3 s. in 
the pound, the Commissioners will only insist on the repayment of so much as a Total Rate 
of 3 s. in the poimd, for both purposes, will admit of. 



The following rules, therefore, will determine the amount to be repaid : — 

1 . Find the sum of money which is the difference between 3 s. in the pound and 
the amount of Poor Law Expenses actually incurred in tlie half-year ended 25tli 
March last. 

2. Find the sum required for the ordinary Poor Law Expenditure to 25th March 
next. 

3. Add together these two sums. 

4. If these two sums do not, together, exceed 3 s. in the pound, the whole of the 
first sum, (viz., the difference between a 3 s. Rate and the amount of Poor Law 
Expenses actually incurred from last Michaelmas to last Lady-day), is to be repaid 
after Harvest, if so much is due on account of the Advances. 

5. But if the two sums together exceed 3 s. in the pound, the repayment wiiicli 
the Electoral Division will be called upon to make will be diminished by a sum equal 
to such excess. 

G. In those Electoral Divisions in which the sum necessary for Poor Law Expen- 
diture to the 25th March 1849, sliail, in itself, require a Rate of -3 s. or upwards, no 
addition is at present to be made for repayment of the Government Loan. 



The Commissioners request that Rates may he decided upon foi'thwith, so as to admit of 
the repayment rMuired, and that you will send up a list showing the amount thereof in one 
of the enclosed Forms. 

By order of the Commissioners, 



To the Clerk of the 



Union. 



W. Stanley, 

Secretary. 



— 3 .— 

No. 20 M/49. 

_ Poor Law Commission Office, Duhiin, 

6th Januaiy 1849. 

The Commissioners for administering tire Laws of Relief of the Poor in Ireland desire 

to call the immediate attention of the Guardians of Union to 

the repayment of the sum demanded, at the present time, by the Lords Commissioners of 
Her Majesty s Treasury from each Electoral Division of the Union, on account of the 
Advances made by the Relief Commissioners in 1847, on the credit of the Rates. 

The sum to be repaid by each Electoral Division is specified in the accompanvinir 

Schedule, a copy of which was forwarded to the Guardians in - last wJrh o 

letter, a copy of which is also enclosed. ’ 

It is to be distinctly understood, that repayment will be required to be made forthwith 
on account of each Electoral Division, if the repayment would not render it necessary that 
a Kate exceeding 3s. in the pound, including provision for the ordinary expenditure 4oiild 
be levied during the half-year ending 26th March 1849. 

The Commissioners therefore request that the Guardians will, at their next meeting 
succeeding meeting, direct repayment to be made to the extent which tlie balance 
m the treasurer s hands will admit of, until the entire amount is repaid 

The money is to be transmitted to the Paymater of Civil Services in Dublin. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

W. Stanley, 

To the Clerk of the 

Union. 
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Union. 



Name 
of each 

Electoral Division. 


Amount required by the 
Lords of the Treasury 
to be repaid after Harvest 
1848, on account of the 
Advances from the Relief 
Commission in 1847. 


Poundage. 


Observations. 




£. s. d. 


t. d. 





— 4 .— 

No. 27, M/49. 

Poor Law Coinmissioii Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 8th January 1849. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland desire 
to bring under the immediate consideration of the Guardians of Union, 

the repayment of the Advances made by the Relief Commissioners in 1847, under 
10 Vic. c. 7, to the extent now required, in pursuance of directions from the Lords Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Amount to be repaid, at present, by each Electoral Division, U the difference 
between 3s. in the pound, and the amount of the expenses actually incurred from 29th 
September 1847, to 25th March 1848, if such difference is due to the Treasury, and if the 
repayment thereof would not render it necessary to levy an amount of Rate exceeding 3 5. in 
the pound during the current half-year, ending 26 th March next, including provision for the 
ordinary expenditure to that date. 

The Commissioners particularly request, that the Guardians will ascertain how much 
of the money in the Treasurer’s hands, can be paid over forthwith to the Paymaster of 
Civil Services in Dublin, and that they will order payment to be made accordingly, and 
that they will take measures by enforcing the collection of the Rates, to secure the due 
repayment of the remainder of the amount now demanded, in compliance with the require- 
ments of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

W. Slonley, 

To the Clerk of the Secretary. 

Union. 



(19. App.) 
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APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



Appendix B. 



AREA, POPULATION, AND NET ANNUAL VALUE OF THE FOUR PROVINCES IN IRELAND. 



ULSTER. 



NAME OF UNION. 



Ajitrim 
Armagh - 

Bailieborough - 

Ballycastle 

Ballymena 

Ballymoney 

Ballyshannon - 

Banbridge 

Belfast 

Carrickmacross - 

Castleblaney 

Castlederg 

Caran 

Clogher - 

Clones 

Coleraine - 

Cookstown 

Cootehill - 

Donegal - 

Downpatrick - 

Dunfanaghy 

Dungannon 

Enniskillen 

Glenties * 

Gortin 

Inishowen 

Eilkeel 

Larne 

Letferkenny 

Lisburn 

Londonderry 

Lowtherstown - 

Lurgan 

Magharafelt 

Milford - - 

Monaghan 

Newry 

Ne^ytownards - 
Newtownlimayady 
Omj^h 
Strabane - 
Stranorlar 

Total • - 
Ateraoe • 



Aiea 

in Statute 


Popuistiou 
in 1841. 


Net 

Annual Value 

Clf 

the Property 
Rated. 


116,343 


49,168 


£. 

100,067 


154,281 


110,408 


175,999 


88,331 


49,385 


52,027 


102,530 


26,020 


30,150 


161,326 


74,022 


97,408 


127,067 


48,812 


73,042 


137,024 


43,403 


51,435 


124,806 


87,323 


123,712 


47,702 


100,902 


261,242 


60,4.59 


89,729 


46,326 


98,504 


58,946 


65,470 


91,768 


21,368 


21,761 


178,723 


07,271 


125,490 


101,203 


39,801 


42,291 


72,186 


42,320 


85,105 


132,176 


52,704 


76,807 


98,730 


46,455 


56,605 


106,385 


67,178 


82,846 


156,890 


41,371 


32,073 


147,367 


74,938 


167,682 


128,220 


18,571 


10,657 


102,474 


70,000 


90,085 


231,961 


81,534 


97,359 


260,525 


43,571 


16,344 


111,248 


18,747 


15,763 


159,323 


43,369 


36,928 


81,726 


28,638 


36,770 


117,733 


38,758 


06,629 


101,097 


25,921 


81,808 


110,300 


7.5,444 


134,368 


139,199 


64,740 


109,414 


75,783 


- 34,963 


39,793 


80,120 


71,128 


92,281 


155,847 


80,816 


76,188 


112,748 


38,108 


31,878 


112,043 


69,659 


94,585 


137,911 


95,641 


184,086 


98,024 


60,165 


118,483 


160,623 


89,058 


65,500 


174,603 


69,099 


76,378 


134,209 


58,833 


81,828 


121,566 


26,786 


29,422 


6,179,862 


2,324,212 


3,281,128 


128,330 


56,339 


76,932 



LEINSTER. 



NAME OF UNION. 




in 1841. 


Net 

Annual Vnloo 
of 

the Pr»i)crty 
Hated. 








£. 


Abbeyleix 
Ardee - 

Athy ... 


113,653 

95,034 

175,795 


41,230 

43,348 

47,912 


67,232 

03,134 

102,092 


Balrothery 

Baltinglass 


76,988 

143,935 


28,110 

40,687 


00,702 

91,787 


Callan ... 
Carlow - 
Celbridge 


108,718 

180,186 

85,400 


38,524 

78,086 

25,242 


84,450 

176,384 

130,233 


Droglieda 
Dublin, North 
Dublin, South 
Dundalk 
Dnnshauglin - 


101,042 

88,017 

44,474 

104,372 

100,006 


62,251 

123,128 

178,745 

05,509 

20,085 


120,444 

384,650 

603,054 

102,665 

118,077 


Edenderry 
Enniscortliy . 


140,306 

192,124 


84,670 

61,652 


08,932 

126,707 


Gorey ... 
Granard ... 


121,585 

138,907 


39,064 

66,130 


93,058 

90,040 


Kells - . 

Kilkenny 


114,520 

275,824 


45,282 

120,082 


124,104 

242,002 


Longford 


208,625 


87,767 


124,490 


Mountmelick - 
Mullingar 


220,968 

251,054 


67,874 

73,272 


90,044 

'189,501 


Naas ... 
Navan - 
New Ross 


199,335 

93,327 

186,696 


62,228 

35,831 

74,023 


134,671 

111,135 

100,810 


Oldeastle 


108,568 


48,373 


79,841 


Parsonstown ■ 


150,140 


76,628 


107,123 


Rathdown 
Rathdrum . 


61,154 

207,368 


44,214 

66,709 


173,937 

164,407 


Shillelagh 


58,677 


34,800 


64,204 


Trim ... 
Tullamore •. 


118,529 

158,477 


84,411 

63,906 


100,930 

86,330 


Waterford 

Wexford 


146,467 

112,246 


84,360 

63,401 


199,341 

113,740 


Total ... 


4,627,386 


2,018,228 


4,760,808 


AyERitQB - - 


136,100 


69,360 


139,730 



MUNSTER 
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MUNSTER. 


CONNAUGHT. 




Area 


Population 


Net 

Annual Value 




Area 


Populatina 


Net 


NAME OF UNION. 




of 


NAME OF UNION. 


in Statute 






a™. 


in 1841. 


the Property 
Rated. 




A„„. 


in IS41. 


tlie Property 
Rated, 








£. 








£. 


Bandon - 


143,460 


81,772 


136,078 


Atlilone - 


199,109 


72,168 


109,066 


Bantry - 


137,256 


66,165 


41,725 






Caliireiveen 


146,296 


30,888 


27,699 


Baltina - 


607,154 


120,787 


96,230 


Carrick-on-Suir 


105,543 


45,833 


89,967 


Ballinasloe 


126,944 


99,026 


1.54,399 


Cashel ... 
CIngheen - 


144,078 

73,113 


69,640 

47,033 


130,782 

62,500 


Ballinrobe 


190,636 


85,031 


85,217 


Clonmel - 


89,958 


39,993 


! 91,037 


Boyle ... 


181,293 


71,355 


81,227 


Cork ... 

Dungavvon 


142,688 


156,657 

68,642 


1 372,383 


132,510 


67,077 


CaiTick-on-Shannon 


61,450 






Dunmanway 


89,802 


30,527 


43,488 


Castlebar 


! 148,477 1 


01,063 


50,032 


Ennis ... 


143,389 


77,840 


100,899 


Castlerea- 


239,665 


92,864 


114,349 


Ennistymon 


152,609 


49,985 


67,436 


Clifden - - - 


191,426 


33,465 


20,342 


Fermoy - 


196,316 


92,3-53 


154,788 










Kanturk - 


247,049 


85,561 


100,338 


Galway ... 


167,814 


88,973 


101,831 


Kenmare - 


271,245 


33,056 


24,862 


Goi’t ... 


89,828 


43,543 


53,007 


Killarney ... 


249,690 


53,345 


8.5,581 


Louglirea 








Kilmallock 


151,179 


75,687 


, 176,717 


1 126,095 


71,774 


91,149 


Kilrush ... 


116,740 


82,353 


' 68,867 








Kinsale - 


77,770 


: 41,342 


74,043 


ManovJiamiltOB 


167,169 


45,990 


47,284 


Limerick ... 


124,130 


132,067 


212,903 


Mohill - 


187,768 


68,859 


57,777 


Lismore - - - 


96,397 


38,617 


64,460 










Lisnaskea ... 


98,147 


37,920 


1 40,919 


Roscommon • 


176,775 


83,437 


1 86,666 


Listowel - 


209,261 


78,766 


96,467 










Maeroom - - - 


194,981 


58,818 


93,863 


Sligo ... 


254,905 


111,054 


144,047 


Mallow - 


150,286 


63,282 


1 143,019 


Swineford 


133,026 


73,529 


45,966 


Midleton - - - 

Nenagh - 


145,683 


78,428 


1 163,144 


Tuam 




74,974 


86,230 




89,874 






Newcastle 


132,895 


60,007 


118,215 


Westport 


841,117 


77,962 


38,875 


Roscrea - 


155,374 


63^016 


102^,178 


Total - - - 


: 3,636,929 


1,442,921 


1,526,106 


Scariff ... 


108,762 


63,563 


44,970 


Average - - 


191,417 


75,943 


80,321 


Skibbereen - - . 


236,398 


104,608 




Thurles - - - 


125,139 


71,976 


110,998 










Tipperary - 
Tralee 


185,561 

350,722 


79,616 

91,663 


148,725 
1 113,675 










Total - - 


5,441,398 


2,388,907 


3,764,253 










Averaqe - - 


155,469 


68,254 


107,560 

. 
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CORRESPONDENCE with Commissioners, Vice-Guardians, Contractors, &c. 
regarding Change of Treasurer. 



(Confidential.) 

Gentlemen, Scariff Union, 15 April 1848. 

I WISH to call your attention confidentially to a subject of some importance in the pre- 
sent financial state of the Union. 

The present Treasurer of the Union is so situated locally as to put the Vice-guardians 
to much inconvenience in communicating with him, and both lodging and receiving money 
id attended with delay and dfficuity. 

Added to this, the Provincial Bank Managers have general instructions, as I understand, 
not on any account to allow of any overdraft for the smallest amount; and so rigidly is the 
Manager at Ennis inclined to enforce those orders, that last week he refused two cheques 
of ours for 30Z. and 36k, although he had half notes at tlie time in his hands, and had 
reason to expect further remittances immediately. The refusal of these cheques, without 
any explanation, must necessarily have an injurious effect on our credit. 

It is my wish, as well as that of Captain Hart, that the Commissioners should authorize 
the appointment of the National Bank in Limerick tis the Treasurer, by which much trouble 
would be saved to us, and a great accommodation afforded to the Union, as not only is 
there a direct post from Scariff and from all parts of the Union to Limerick, but the 
facility of going there from most parts of the Union is greater than of going to Ennis, 
while the post from Scariff and from all tlie other post towns in the Union to Ennis is by 
an indirect and circuitous loute. 

By having the Treasurer in Limerick, the Vice-guardians would be able to make many 
arrangements, and frequently to obtain accommodation and advances, which they are now 
unable to get from want of personal interviews with the Treasurer, and from the circum- 
stance that the Provincial Bank is well known to be much less accommodating in every 
respect than the National Bank. 

Another important object is to procure silver for the payment of out-relief in small sums. 

The expense and difficulty of sending to Ennis is very great, besides the delay and irre- 
gularity occasioned by the Relieving Officers not being able to pay out the relief on the day 
appointed, when silver cannot be easily procured. If the Treasurer were in Limerick, stiver 
could be readily and regularly procured, and with much less risk than from Ennis. 

On these grounds, we would respectfully beg that the Commissioners will remove the 
present Treasurer, and appoint the Manager of the National Bank of Limerick in his 
place. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Coramissioner-s, &c. J. J. Fisher. 



No. 21,131/48. Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 20 April 1848. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners, See. to acknowledge the receipt of your communica- 
tion, dated the 15th instant, and marked “ Confidential,” in which you request, on the 
grounds set forth in your letter, that the Commissioners will remove the present Treasurer 
of Scariff Union, an3 appoint the Manager of the National Bank at Limerick in his place. 

In reference thereto, I am directed by the Commissionei's to state, that they are not aware 
of any objection to the change of Treasurer proposed ; but they deem it advisable that you 
should record on your minutes a statement of the grounds on which you consider it desi- 
rable that the Manager of the National Bank at Limerick should be Treasurer, rather than 
the Manager of the Provincial Bank at Ennis. 

The Commissioners presume you have not yet received the decision of the Provincial Bank 
on your application for a loan. 

By Order, &c. 

To J. J. Fisher, Esq., Vice-guardian, W. Stanlei/, 

Scariff. Secretary. 



Extract from Minutes of 20 th April 1848. 

Much inconvemence having been experienced in the lodging and receiving of money with 
and from the Treasurer, owing to the want of direct communication with Ennis, and the 
Provincial Bank of Ireland not being disposed to allow reasonable accommodation from 
week to week to the Vice-guardians, having refused to pay their cheques last week for SO 1. 
and 36 L, when presented, although the manager had half notes in his hands from the 
collectors of the Union to more than that amount at the time ; and as the refusal of these 
cheques without explanation was injurious to our credit, and uncalled for, at a time when 
the manager was receiving daily remittances from the collectors, and had already received 
from them on the present collection about 11 , 000 /.; it. is recommended by the Vice- 
guardians, that the Commissioners should remove the manager of the Provincial Bank of 
(19. App.) c 3 Ireland 
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Ireland from the office of Treasurer, and that the manager of the National Bank of Ireland, 
at Limerick, be appointed to the office, for the following reasons : 

Because the means of communication with Limerick are direct and frequent, not only 
from Scariff, but from all parts of the Union. 

Because a great difficulty has been found frequentlyia obtaining silver, or sometimes any 
exchange for a cheque on Ennis by the relieving officei-s, while a cheque in Limerick could 
be readily exchanged, and silver can be conveyed from Limerick to Scaviff with less risk, 
expense and difficulty than from Ennis. 

Because the National Bank is generally more accommodating in making advances on 
reasonable security than the Provincial Bank, and it will be mud) more convenient to the 
Vice-guardians to make communications and arrangements with the Treasurer in Limerick 
than in Ennis. 



No. 22,372/48. Poor Lavr Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 1 May 1848. 

The Commissioners, &c. have had under consideration the resolution contained in minute 
of proceedings of the Vice-guardians of Scariff Union on the 20th ultimo, in which the 
Guardians set forth the inconvenience which they experience from having their Treasurer at 
Ennis, and state that they are desirous, on this and other grounds, that the present Treasurer 
should be removed, and the Manager of the National Bank at Limerick appointed in his 
place. In reference thereto, I am directed by the Commissioners to state, that under the 
circumstances stated by the Vice-guardians in their resolution, the Commissioners will not 
object to their appointing the Manager of the National Bank at Limerick as their Treasurer. 

By Order, &c. 

The Clerk, W. Stanley, 

Scariff Union. Secretary. 



Sir, Limerick, ll November 1848. 

I BEG leave to call your attention to the conduct pursued by the Vice-guardians of the 
Scariff Union towards me. On the 4th of May a cheque was filled for 308/. ItSs. i)d. ior 
their contractor, Mr. Wallnutt {who got his supplies from me). Mr. Walinutt gave me an 
order for the cheque, and on the 22d of June one-half the cheque was given to me ; some 
time in September the second balf was given to me, and on forwarding it, I was informed 
that the Provincial Bank in Ennis (on whom the cheque was drawn) were no longer the 
Treasurers. I sent a messenger to Scariff to see the Vice-guardians on the sulfiect, when 
I learned that so long since as April last, as appeared by the Minutes of the Board, the 
Provincial Bank of Ireland at Ennis had been discontinued as Treasurers, and the National 
Bank in Limerick appointed in their stead. I urged the Guardians to change the clieque 
given to me for one upon their real Treasurers, which they refused doing, and, after six 
months’ delay, I find that I have been defrauded by a sham and useless document. As the 
Commissioners would, I believe, dissolve an unpaid Board for conduct far less discreditable 
I teke the liberty of calh'ng on them to enforce straightforward conduct on the part of their 
paid officers, and who are under their immediate control. I beg leave further to add, for 
the information of the Cqimnissioners, that until the Scariff Vice-guardians improve their 
credit, that no merchant in this country will make tenders or have any further transactions 
with them. 

m. o ^ 

The Secretary Poor Law Commissioners, Pro Francis Spaight, 

Custom-house, Dublin. William Spaight. 

The half cheque was given to me in June for the purpose of allowing the Vice-guardians 
more time for the payment of the money, while I held some kind of security; the cheoue 

was drawn m payment of a contract prior to the 25th of March. ‘ 

W. S. for F. S. 



„. Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

_ 14 November 1848. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
m Ireland to forward to you, to be laid before the Vice-guardians of Scariff Union the 
enclosed copy of a letter which they have received from Mr. Spaight, complaining that the 
Vice-guardians had given a cheque to one of their contractors on a bank whicli was not 
ffie Union Treasurer ; and I am to request, that the Vice-guardians will be so good as to 
ravour the Commissioners with tlieir observations on the subject. 



Tlie Clerk of the 
Scariff Union. 



By Order, &c. 

A. M., for Secretary. 



Sir, 
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Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

14 November 1848. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for the Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11 th instant, and 1 am to 
state that the subject of your communication will receive the Commissioners’ attention. 



To Francis Spaight, Esq., &c. 
Limerick, 



I have, &c. 

(y. Stanley, 

Secretary. 



No. 62,600/48. 

Gentlemen, Scariff, 16 November 1648. 

The Clerk of the Union has handed us your letter, under date 14th November instant, 
enclosing a letter from Mr. Spaight, addressed to you, and requiring our observations thereon. 
In reply, we have to state lor your information, that eveiy word Mr. Spaight advances is 
perfectly true. He holds a cheque on the Provincial Bank in Ennis, dated in May 1848, 
signed by the Vice-guardians in charge of this Union at that time ; and we refer you to the 
Minutes of the 21st April 1848 for the resolution rescinding the appointment of the Pro- 
vincial Bank in Ennis, and appointing the National Bank in Limerick in its stead. Several 
cheques, however, appear to nave been drawn on the former since that resolution, even so 
lately as the 5th October ult., a great number of which have been dishonoured. We beg to 
refer you to the Vice-guardians who signed the cheque in question for their explanation, 
who no doubt will be able to satisfy you ; but we feel that the only part of tlie transaction 
with which we have to deal is our refusal to replace the cheque. 

In reply to this part of the charge, we have the honour to state for your information, that 
Mr. Spaight came to our board-room on the 11 th instant, and banding us the cheque, 
pressed that we should replace it ; this we fiimly, but courteously, declined to do, stating 
tliat there were no funds in the National Bank in Limerick to meet the cheque if presented, 
and that while in charge of the Scariff Union we would not be parties to signing a cheque 
which could not be met with provision; at the same time we stated that this debt, with othere 
under similar circumstances, would now be treated by us among the old debts and 
liabilities of the Union ; that we purposed making arrangements to pay them off by instal- 
ments, giving him to understand tliat 6 s. 8 d. in the pound would be the first instalment, 
and that we would not go to the right hand or the left, but deal with all our creditors alike. 
At the time he appeared satisfied with our terms, but expressed his astonishment in no 
very measured language at the treatment he liad received from the Vice-guardians of the 
day. We do not wish to enter into tiansactions of this nature incurred by our predecessors, 
who, as we have said before, will be able to explain their own acts, but we trust that this 
explanation of the matter, as far as relates to ourselves, will be deemed satisfactory, 

We shall finish with a short notice of the concluding paragraph of Mr. Spaight’s letter. 
We feel that we are not injuring the credit of the Union by a steady refusal to draw cheques 
only to be dishonoured, and our anxious thoughts and endeavoura are constantly directed 
to improve the financial as well as the social condition of the Scariff Union. 

We have, &c. 

James F. Rolleston. 

To the Commissioners for administering Horatio N. Wallace. 

the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland. 



No. 61,621/48. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 28 November 1848. 

The Commissioners, &c. have bad before them your letter of the 16 th instant, in expla- 
nation of the circumstances under which the cheque which Mr. Spaight holds from^the 
Vice-guardians of Scariff Union was dishonoured by the Provincial Bank at Ennis; and 
I am directed by the Commissioners to state, that the only course open to the Vice- 
g^uardians appears to be, to rescind the order appointing the National Bank at Limerick the 
Treasurer of the Union, and to re-instate the Provincial Bank at Ennis in the office of 
Treasurer ; and I am to request, that you will be so good as to state if you have any 
objection to the Commissioners adopting such a course. 

By Order, &c. 

The Vice-guardians, W. Stanley, 

Scariff Union. Secretary. 



^19. App.) 



No. 



No. 63,600. 
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No. 62,600/48. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

20 November 1848. 

1 .4M directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland to inform you, that the Commissioners have received a communication iVom Mr. 
Spaight, of Limerick, in which he states that on the 4th May last a cheque was filed by 
the Vice-guardians of Scariff Union for 308 /. 18 i. 9d., in favour of Mr. Wjiiinut, one of 
their contractors, who subsequently gave Mr. Sjjaight an order for the cheque in question • 
and that on presenting it for payment to the Provincial Bunk in Ennis, on whom it was 
drawn, it was dishonoured, tliat Bank having ceased to be the Union Treasurer. 

On inc^uiry, the Commissioners find that, on the 21st April tlie Vice-guardians rescinded 
the appointment of the Provincial Bank in Ennis as Treasurer of Sc.irifF Union, and 
appointed the National Bank in Limerick in its stead j and that, subsequently, the Vicc- 
miardians drew cheques in other case.-*, as well as in that of Mr. Spaight, on the Provincial 
Bank in Ennis ; and I am to request that you will be so good as to favour the Commissioncr-s 
with an explanation of the circumstances under which cheques were drawn on a banker who 
had ceased to be the Union Treasurer, and with whom, therefore, the Commissioners nre- 
sume there were no funds. ‘ 



J. J. Fisher, Esq., 
Vice-guardian, Kanturk. 



I have, &c. 

A. iir., for Secretary. 



No. 63,705/48. 

Kanturk, 22 November 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 20lli instant, No. O2,C00/48. 

f *='1“« "f Inst, in' favour 

Provincial Bank of Emus having ceased practically to be tlie Union TreaBiircr for such 
sums as were received by the collectors of tne rate. 

Not having an opportunity now of referring to the Minute-book of the Board of Vice- 
&\teTf citoumstauces relati.e to the proposed 

National Bank of Limenck as Treasurer ; and resolutions were entered in the MiEutc-book 
stating the reasons for the proposed change. ^ i>ook, 

In C°in.nissiot,ers’ consent was obtained, no further steps were taken 

in the matter by the Vice-guardians, because at the time the Treasurer's account wL 
overdrawn, and owing to the constant pressure for funds it continued to 
I remained m the Uiuon ; but the weekly collection of rate continued to be lode-edTwIip 

ISiSpStsl 



To the Secretary of the 
Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



I have, &c. 

J^is/ter. 
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No. 63,805/48. 

Sir, Listowe], 22 November 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20 th instant, on the 
subject of a cheque amounting to 308/. 18s. 9d., drawn by the Vice-guardians of Scariff 
Union on the Provincial Bank at Ennis, and which appears to have been dishonoured; and 
I beg to state, in reply, that the only lodgments made with the National Bank at Limerick 
were the sums received by me weekly from Sir Randolph Routb in aid of the rates ; and that 
Dearly 3,OOOZ. were paid into the Provincial Bank at Ennis (as per annexed statement of 
particulars) subsequently to the date on which the cheque in question was drawn. 

It was deemed necessary to keep the receipts from the two above-mentioned sources quite 
distinct, to prevent the embarrassment occasioned by the creditors of the late Board always 
clamouring for payment of sums due to them, whenever they learnt, as they always did, of 
there being a balance in the Vice-guardians’ favour in the Bank at Ennis. Accordingly, as 
poor-rates were lodged with the Bank at Ennis, cheques were issued in liquidation of pressing 
claims; but the creditors were clearly informed that the Vice-guardians could not draw upon 
the funds standing to their credit in the Bank at Limerick without my sanction, as they were 
si-anted to the Union for the express purpose of paying weekly expenses, and not for the 
liquidation of debts. 

Mr. Fisber, who kept the banking account, can without doubt furnish a satisfactory expla- 
nation with reference to the cheque for 308/. 18s. 9c/. 

I have, <ke. 

W. Stanley, Esq., H. G. Hart, 

Secretary to the Poor Law Commissioners, Capt. 49th Regiment, 

&c. &c. &c. Poor Law Inspector. 



AMOUNT of Weekly Collection of Poor Rates subsequent to 4th May 1848 (as per 
Letters of Advice to me from the Collectors), and paid into the Provincial Bank at 
Eu7lis, 



WEEK ENDING 


AMOUNT. 


WEEK ENDING 


AMOUNT. 


7 May 


1848 - - 


£. 96 






30 July 1848 - 


- £.191 


12 6 


14 May 




199 


- 


- 


6 Aug. „ 


105 


9 4 


21 May 




196 


10 


8 


13 Aug. „ 


164 


16 6 


28 May 




175 


- 


6 


20 Aug. „ 


88 


18 4 


4 June 


- - 


161 


6 


— 


27 Aug. „ 


98 


10 - 


11 June 




254 




9 


3 Sept. „ 


44 


1 6 


18 June 


- - 


120 


12 


- 


10 Sept. „ 


51 


4 - 


25 June 




82 


- 


- 


17 Sept. „ 


61 


8 7 


2 July 




83 


- 


- 


24 Sept. „ 


- 68 


16 ~ 


9 July 




59 




- 


29 Sept. „ 


88 


12 6 


16 July 




117 


14 


2 




— 


— 


23 July 


n ~ ~ 


119 


12 


8 




£. 2,627 


9 - 



H. G. Hart, 

22 November 1848. Capt. 49th Regiment, 

Poor Law Inspector. 



Gentlemen, Scariff, 19 November 1848. 

OuB collection, as per margin, during tlie past week, may appear small to you, but the 
total does not show the amount actually collected, as the rate-collectors have made 
lodgments during the week, which are not before us in such a form as to enable us to report 
the amount. The collector for Killaloe has got nearly 800 /• not yet accounted for, the 
produce of three days’ collection. 

* ***** 

You will observe by the minutes of the last week’s proceedings, the course we mean to 
pursue forh settlement of our old debts, and we hope it may meet with your approbation. 

(19. App.) D VTe 



Scariff 
Peakle 
Mount Sb 
Clflorush 
OgontUbr 
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We have the honour to enclose herewith a letter we have received from Mr. Ushorno, of 
Lioievickj formally accepting our terms, and we expect that all the other creditors will follow 
bis example. We have to report that Dr. Williams has typhus fever, and that Dr. Dobson 
is slowly recovering. It will be some time before he can resume his duties. 

Wc have, Sec. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Jnmes /•'. Rollestan. 

Horatio JV. Waliacc. 



Gentlemen, Limerick, 15 November 1848. 

You are aware of the nature of my heavy claim upon the Union; that mo.st of the debt 
was incurred by the late Vice-guardians purchasing for cash. 

I am willing to conform to the mode of payment vou propose, that i.s, 6 . 9 . 8 r/. in the 
pound out of present rate, as an instalment, provided'no preference is given to anv other 
creditors. Now, should any preference be given to any other claiimmt, I will sue for 
execution, and I believe many creditors will do the same. 



To the Vice-guardians of 
tlie Scariff Union. 



Your, &c. 

Thos. M. Usbornc. 



No. 63,065/48. 
Gentlemen, 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
20 November 1848. 






The Vice-guardians of the Scatiff Union. 



By Order, 

A. for Secretary. 



Gentlemen, 



Limerick, 23 November 1848. 



ohequesof theSoariffVice-iuidlnrfot oBo, Bank at L.menck. Holding two 
they have no funds, may we mouesl v„?, rfl ' T Bank .at Ennis, where 

for cheques on the NatiLal Bank at Dt * gentlemen to exchange them 

their changing tlie Bank for locio-ment to avo V *k*^“u* would ssuiction 

given in fnnl and 1st July the 'vere 

guardians tliat we should be pnJin three or Cr tek"?om W^'TuZ 

The Poor Law Commissioners for Ireland, 

Custom-house, Dublin. 



We, are, &c. 

Harveij, Brothers. 



Gentlemen, 

We are informed that vo,,.. .a n * , Limerick, 10 November 1848. 

money to your credit wil^theNa ioMrBS ’“‘'B'"? 

appears no present prospect of your cheojea on th. p S' , “ there 

we hold two chegues oi this lalter £^2 00 .?; fro'mcial Bank at Ennis being paid: 
shall feel obliged by your informinp- ua iustaut, and 

be true that tie presLt collection !s payiS and whether, if it 

give us cheques on that Bank in National Bank at Limerick, you will 

Waiting your reply, “"o® the Provincial Bank at Ennis. 



The Vice-guardians of the 
Scariff Union, Scariff. 



We remain, &c. 

Sarvai/f Brothers. 



My 
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Provincial Bank, of Ireland, 

My dear Sir, , Ennis, 22 Nov. 1848. 

I nuLY received your letter of 11 th, and the present ia to acquaint you that I am not 
receiving any money from the coilectoi-s of the Scariff Union, which confirms my former 
statement, that they must be lodging their collections at National Bank, Limerick. 

I am, &c. 

R. Hai-vey, Esq., Limerick. James Merdn, 

Manager. 

I would strongly recommend you to withdraw the cheques from me, and look for pay- 
ment to the Vice-guardians. 



No. 63,890/48. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 24 November 1848. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23d instant, and I am to state 
that the subject of your communication will receive the Commissioners’ attention. 

I have, &c. 

To Messrs. Harvey, Brothers, W. Stanley, 

Limerick. Secretary. 



Gentlemen, Scariff, 25 November 1848 . 

We beg to draw your attention to the letters which we have the honour to annex, being 
tenders to act as Treasurer to this Union. Mr. Reddan, living in Toingrany, proposes to 
act for a salary of 100/. per annum; Mr. Digan, an extensive trader in Killnloe, proposes 
at 60 /. ; and the lute Clerk of the Union, Mr. Martin Ilennessy, also offers hi.s services. 
The three parties are prepared to give unexceptionablesecurity. We would not recommend 
that a salary higher than 4oZ. ]jer annum should be given under our pre.sent difficulties. If 
you do not think that the circumstances which led to the resignation of Mr. Ilennessy, as 
Clerk of this Union, preclude his appointment, we respectfully recommend liis proposal for 
your sanction, lie does not mention terms in his proposal ; but he has intimated to us that 
he is prepared to accept 40/. as a remuneration for his services. Considering this subject, 
you will have to bear in mind that the balances in hands of the Treasurer at the close of each 
week are likely to be very small indeed. 

We have much pleasure to inform you that we continue to receive the consent of our 
creditors to the proposal we have made on our last week’s minutes, as to the payment of 
our liabilities up to the 29tli September last; and we have already paid various sums on 
accourit of the dividend of 6s. Qd. in die pound ; and we have also paid several cheques of 
the dissolved Board of Guardians, and sums under 20 /. in full. We have the satisfaction, 
also, of thinking that we have in some measure retrieved the credit of the Union. 

We have, &c. 

To the Commissioners for administering James F FoUeston. 

the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland. Horatio iW Wallace. 



Gentlemen, Tomgvany, Scariff, 20 November 1848. 

In reply to your letter of 17 th instant, I beg to inform you, that lam willing to undertake 
the duties of Treasurer to the Scariff Union, at a salary of 100 L per annum. ' 



To the Vice-guardians, 
Scariff Union. 



1 have, &c. 

Matt. Reddan. 



Gentlemen, Killaloe, 25 November 1848. 

I HEiiEBT propose to act as Treasurer to the Scariff Union for the sum of 60 /. sterling 
per annum, and 1 beg to offer as my securities Michael Digan, Esq., and John Digan, Esq., 
both of Ballina, in the county of Tipperary, in the joint sum of 3,000 /. sterling, or, if neces- 
sary, 10,000/. sterling. 

I have, &c. 

To the Vice-guardians, William Digan. 

Scariff Union. 



(19. App.) d 2 Gentlemen, 
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No, 61,621/48. 



No. 63,055/48. 



Gentlemen Tomgrany, 19 November 1848. 

As you purpose appointing a local Treasurer for this Union, I beg leave most respectfully 
to say that 1 will perform the duties ; and should you be so kind as to honour me with the 
appointment, I flatter myself that I would perform the duties satisfactorily. 



I propose as my securities Luke Brady, Esq., 
Corbally, Quin, in the sum of 12,000 Z. sterling. 



Brookville, Ennis, and Henry Spaight, Esq., 
I have, See. 



Horatio N. Wallace, Esq., and Ifennessij. 

J. F. Rolleston, Esq. 

Vice-guardians. 



No. 04,260/48. 
Gentlemen, 



Poor Law Commission Oflice, Dublin, 
4 December 1848. 



I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2Stli ult., relative to the affaira of 
Scariff Union; and v/ith reference to the appointment of Treasurer, I am to state, that the 
Commissioners deem it necessary to defer the consideration of the appointment of a Trea- 
surer, who shall he resident in the Union, until the question regarding the suggested re-ap- 
pointment of the Provincial Bank at Ennis shall be settled. 



The Commissioners are happy to learn that such satisfactory progress is being made in 
the arrangement with the Union creditors. 

By Order, &c. 

To the Vice-guardians, W. Stanley, 

Seai'ifl union. Secretary. 



Gentlemen, Scariff, 3 December 1848. 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date 28 November 
ultimo, having relation to Mr. Spaight’s letter, and proposing that we should rescind the 
resolution appointing the National Bank in Limerick Treasurer of this Union, and that vve 
should re-appoint the Provincial Bank in Euuia Treasurer as before. With respect to this 
proposal, we respectfully submit that the adoption of such a course would materially tend to 
embarrass our efforts to make arrangements to payoff our liabilities by instalments, according 
to the resolution which we enclose, in accordance with your wishes expressed in your 
letter. 

A considerable number of cheques on the Provincial Bank in Ennis are now outstanding, 
which come under that resolution, and which would be poured in at once, when the holders 
would find that the Bank was in funds to pay them; we therefore beg that you will be 
pleased to allow us to carry out our arrangement, by continuing the National Bank as our 
Treasurer, until we receive your sanction to the proposed appointment of a Local Treasurer. 

We have, &c. 

To the Commissioners for administering James F. Rolleston. 

the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland. Horatio N. Wallace. 

Resolved, — That, taking into consideration the embarrassed state of the finances of this 
Union, we find that we cannot pay the liabilities of the Union up to the 29th Septeniber 
1848, in full, out of the rate now in course of collection ; we therefore deem it expedient, 
under the circumstances, to propose that the following mode of payment be adopted; 
namely, that all outstanding cheques issued by the late dissolved Board of Guardians shall 
be paid in full ; that the collectors of the late rate shall be paid a dividend of 10s. in the 
pound in their certified collection; and that all other creditors not comprised in the above 
.shall be paid a dividend of 6 s. 8d. in the pound on their .accounts. 



No. 66,483/48. 

^ Boor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, 11 December 1848. 

The Oomimssioners, &c. have had under their careful consideration that part of your report 
dated the 3d instant, in which you state that the adoption of the course suggested in the 
Commissioners letter of the 28th ultimo, namely, to rescind the order appointing the 

National 
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National Bank at Limerick tlie Treasurer of the Union, and to reinstate the Provincial Bank 
at Ennis in the office of Treasurer, would materially tend to embarrass your efforts to make 
arranwements to pay off the Union liabilities by instalments, as you have proposed. 

The Commissioners are fully sensible of the difficulties of your position in regard to the 
cheques which have been drawn upon the Ennis Bank, and they much vearet that cheques 
should, under any circumstances, have been given when there were no funds available to meet 
them . Still, as the cheques have been given, the Commissioners think that the Vice-guardians 
are bound to provide for their payment at the earliest possible period ; and the Commissioners 
request, therefore, that the Vice-guardians will either re-appoint the Ennis Bank asTreasurer, 
until the outstanding cheques upon that Bank are discharged, or that they will make imme- 
diate arrangements for paying the cheques which are outstanding. 

Whatever the difficulties may be which may be entailed upon the Vice-guardians by the 
adoption of this course, it appears to the Commissioners that there is no other course open 
to tnem which would be consistent with their public duty. 

By Order, &c. 

To the Vice-guardians, T'U. SUmley, 

Scariff" Union. Secretary. 



Gentlemen, Limerick, 2 December 1848. 

We were duly favoured with your printed letter, No. 63,890, dated 24th ultimo, informing 
us that the subject of our letter of 23d should receive your attention, and we trust you will 
excuse us for reminding you that as yet we have received no redress. We cannot, as wc 
said before, imagine you will countenance anything so disgraceful as paid Vice-guardians 
giving cheques on one Bank (where they have no funds), and lodging the rates levied in 
another. We gave our goods on the faith of the Vice-guardians’ letter, and relied on getting 
payment in all in July lust. 

We are, &c. 

The Commissioners for administeiing Harvey, Brothers, 

the Laws for Belief of the Poor in Ireland, 

Custom-house, Dublin. 



No. «5,48‘]/48. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 7 December 1848. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Belief of the Poor in 
Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, in which you refer to 
your previous communication respecting your claim upon the Vice-guardians of bcariff 
Union ; and f am to state that the Commissioners arc still in communication with the present 
Vice-iruardians on the subject. 

By Order, &c. 

Harvey, Brothei-s, Stanley, 

Limerick. Secretary. 



Gentlemen, Scariff; 5 December 1848. 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, under date 4th December No. 64,360/48. 
instant, statino- that “you defer the consideration of a Treasurer who shall be resident in 
the Union, until the question regarding the suggested appointment of the Provincial Bank 
at Ennis shall be settled.” 

In reply to this, we beg to state, that we expressed veiy fully m the weekly report w’e had 
the honour to send you on the 3d instant, our reasons why the suggested appointment of 
the Provincial Bank at Ennis should not receive your sanction ; we still respectfully beg 
leave to press our objections, and hope you will consider them valid, and such as to convince 
you that such a step would tend to increase our embari-assments ; in fact, it would mar the . 
progress being made in the arrangement with the Union creditors ; add to this, tlmt it would 
not "improve our position, or relieve us from the inconvenience we complained of, arising from 
the distance at which the Treasurer resides from the Union ; Ennis being 23 statute miles 
from Scariff, we have no other cause of complaint against the N ational Bank at Limerick. 

We have, &c- 

James F. RolUston, 

To the Commissioners for administering Horatio N. Wallace, 

the Laws for the Belief of the Poor in Ireland. 



(19- App.) 
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No. 65,953. 

Poor Law Commiasion Office, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, 11 December 1848. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners, &c. to acknowledge with thanks the reccijit of your 
report of the 5th instant, relating to the ScarifF [Jiuon. 

Witli reference to that part of your rej3orl in wliich you detail your reasons for objecting 
to the appointment of the Provincial Bank as Treasurer, I am to state that the Commis- 
sioners have addressed a separate communication to you in reply to your previous rcj)ort on 
this subject. 

By Order, 8tc. 

The Vice-guardians, W. Stanley, 

Scarilf Union. Secretary. 



No. 65,483/48. 



Gentlemen, ScarifF, 12 December 1848. 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication, under date 
11th December instant, directing us to pay off the cheques on tire Provincial Bank in Enni.>;, 
now outstanding. We bow witli deference to your instructions, and we shall pay off those 
cheques according as funds are placed in our hands. 

We beg to forward herewith, for your information, a list, giving the numbere, dates and 
amount of the same respectively, making a gross total of 2,231 /. 17 s. add to tliis 
a sum of about 200 cheques of the dissolved Board, also outstanding. We think it ri'dit 
that we should be acquainted with all the information in our power to give you, as a justi- 
fication for the pertinacity with which we at first oj)posed your wishes. We also be»' to 
enclose a circular which we have fonvai-ded to all our creditors. ° 

We have, &c. 

To the Commissioners for administering Jftmes F. 'Rolkstoji 

the Laws for the Relief of tlie Poor in Ireland. Horatio N. Wall(u:.c 



CHEQUES on Provincial Bank, Ennis, outstanding. 



No. 

368 


April - 22 


S. Hallinan - - _ _ 


393 


May - 3 


Charles Walnutt - - . 


428 


» - 19 


Charles Walnutt - - _ 


438 


« - 25 


M. Toohy - 


449 


» ' 31 


Thomas fcrmbb ... 


462 


„ - 


T. Sullivan . . . _ 


457 


June - 8 


T. Sullivan - - _ . 


458 


July - 6 


H. Sparling - . . _ 


481 


Ji. Beveridge - - . _ 


496 


» - 14 


H. Sparling - 


500 


» - 22 


M. Uarev - _ . . 


609 


» - 28 


1. i. Bisher - _ _ _ 


510 


„ - 29 


H. Sparling - - . 


517 


August - 2 


T. Reddan - . . . 


521 


„ - „ 


Captain TuUv - 




» - 9 


D. Flannery - . _ . 




- 17 


T. Halpin - - . . 


680 


October - 5 


F. U'Brien - - - _ 


535 


H. Sparling - . . . 


636 


„ - „ 


X>. Flanneiv, Sun. - _ _ 




„ - „ 


H. Sparling - . . 




,, - „ 


John Sullivan - - . 


539 


„ - „ 


James Harvey & Co. 




„ - „ 


James Harvey & Co. 


541 


„ - „ 


H. Sykes & Co. 




" - » 


H. T. Sparling - . . 


1 




£. 



£• s. d. 
4 17 11 
308 18 9 
100 - - 
55 2 2 
200 - - 
21 1C 10 
50 - - 
100 - - 



G2 10 - 
100 - - 
15 - - 
64 6 11 
8 16 4 
108 12 11 
24 10 11 
62 10 - 
60 - - 
199 - - 
207 5 3 
136 8 4 

33 6 8 

158 15 4 
24 10 - 

2,231 17 4 



SCARIFP 
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ScARiFF Union Workrouse. 

Sir, December 1848. 

I AM cliroctcd by tlie Vice-guardians of tiiis Union to forward you a resolution on their 
mimilcs, and I am also directed to express their liope that you will accede to their terms 
under the present embarrassed circumstances of this Union. 

I am, &.C. 

J. R. Cussen, 

Clerk of the Union tern. 



Resolved, — Tliat on taking into consideration the embarrassed state of the finances of 
this Union, we find that we cannot pay the liabilities of the Union up to the 29th September 
1848, in full, out of the itite now in course of collection ; we therefore deem it expedient, 

under the circumstances, to irropose that the following mode of payment be adopted, 

namely, that all outstanding cheques issued by the late dissolved Board of Guardians, and 
all debts amounting to 20 1. and under shall be paid in full ; tliat the collectors of the late 
rate shall be paid a dividend of 10 s. in the pound on their certified collection, and that all 
other creditors not comprised in the above shall be paid a dividend of 6 s. 8 d. in the pound 
on their certified accounts ; and it is also resolved, that the clerk shall be directed to write 
to each of the creditors who have furnished their accounts, to inform them of the course we 
thus propose to adopt, and that we shall be prepared to put their respective demands, on 
receipt ot their consent in writing to this arrangement, into course of payment, according as 
the rate-collectors place funds in our hands. 

James F. Rolleston, 

Horatio iV. Wallace, 

Vice-guardians, Scariff Union. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 20 December 1848. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners, &c. to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of your 
report of the 12th instant ; and 1 am to state that the Commissioners do not doubt that you 
acted for the best in regard to the outstanding cheques drawn by the late Vice-guardians 
on the Provincial Bank at Ennis; and the Commissioners regret that the adoption of a 
contrary course is likely to embarrass you ; hut still, under all the circumstances of the case, 
the Commissioneis conceive you are bound to provide for the immediate discharge of those 
cheques, which certainly ought not to have been given, wlien there were not funds to 
meet them. 

The Commissioners have received letters from Messrs. Harvey, Brothers, who state that 
they hold two of the cheques in question, amounting to 299’i., and strongly press for 
immediate payment. 

By Order, 

Vice-guardians, W. Stanley, 

Scariff Union. Secretary. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 20 December 1848. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners, See. to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
22d instant, on the subject of the outstanding cheques drawn by the late Vice-guardians of 
Ennis Union on the Provincial Bank at Ennis, and in reference thereto, I am to state, 
that the Commissioners have been in communication with the Vice-guardians on the 
subject, and they now enclose for your information a copy of a letter which has been 
addressed to them thereon. 

The Commissioners cannot avoid expressing their regret that the Vice-guardians should 
have adopted the irregular couree of continuing an account with the Ennis Bank, after 
the appointment of that Bank as- Treasurer had been rescinded, and especially that they 
should have drawn cheques on the Ennis Bank, at a time when there were no funds to 
meet them. 

By Order, 

J. J. Fisher, Esquire, W. Stanley, 

Kantui'k. Secretary. 



(19. App.) 



Sir, 



No. 63,705. 
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No. 63,085. 



No. 63,890. 



No. 61,631. 



Poor Law Conniiission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 20 December 1848. 

With reference to your letter of the 12tli instant, relative to the outstnuding cheques 
drawn by the late Vice-guardians of ScarifT Union on the Provincial Bank at Emiis, 
I am directed by the Commissioners, &c. to state, that they have been in communication with 
the Vice-guardians on the subject, and they now enclose for your information a copy of 
a letter which has been addressed 10 them thereon. 

The Commissioners cannot avoid expressing their regret that the Vice-guardians should 
have adopted the irregular course of continuing an account with the Ennis Bank, after 
the appointment of that Bank as Treasurer had been rescinded, and especially that they 
shoidd have drawn cheques on the Emiis Bank at a time when there were no funds to meet 
them. 

By Order, 

Major Hart, i>. l.i., W. Stanley, 

Listowel. Secretary. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 20 December 1848. 

Adverting to your letter of the 23d ultimo, relative to cheques winch you liold from 
the late Vice-guardians of Scariff Union on the Provincial Bank at Ennis, I am directed by 
the Commissioners, &c. to inform you that the Vice-guardians are now makin->- arramvemeuts 
to discharge the cheques adverted to. “ ° 

By Order, 

Hairey, Brothers, w. Stanley, 

Limenck. Secretary. 



No. 67,374/48. 

o- Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

20 December 1848. 

W™K.Yerencetoyour letter of then* ultimo, relative to a cheque which vou hold 
ftom the late Vice-guardiaus of Soanff Union on the Provincial Bank at Ennis, I an. 
directed by the Commissioners, &c. to inform yon, that the Vice-guardians are now inakine 
arrangements to discharge the cheque adverted to by you. uMiig 

By Order, 

secretary. 



Gentlemen, t- . » 

r ,, , Kanturk, 22 December 1848. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 201 I 1 instant 

to the frnion while I'wL Vke-XZi ™d „°o nZofth“ T",' 
there during that period. The^Pr?Jh?^«Ti.nL^ collection was ever lodged 

Treasurer, and to furnish their wepklv '■<' t ° Ennis continued to be and to act as 
management of the UnSn b "caZ iZd f 

ship until all outstanding cheques werepaid. ^ ^ Treasurer- 

British Association and" a-orGoreZimrwS'beiZ™ "T" ‘'“fZ 

there ™refnnd^“rdgfrsnZiS 

and by so doing we were enabled to m-ovJ/lA r ^fcessity of tlie case was urgent, 
rate in March, which it was vour wi^lf wa the poor without striking a 

shtnild have found it necessary to <lo.^ ’'Well otherwise we 

Immediately 
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Immediately previous to my leaving ScarilF, a number of cheques were drawn on the 
Proviocial Bank of Ennis, in anticipation of the new rate then about to be put into collec- 
tion; and I adopted this mode of settlement in order to relieve Mr. Wallace from the 
difficulties he would otherwise have experienced, inconsequence of his ignorance of financial 
matters, and his not understanding Union accounts. As all the ti-ansactions had been 
entered into and were fully understood by me, it was the easiest method of arrano-ing them. 
I never could have anticipated that Mr. Wallace, as one of the Vice-guardian's tWio had 
signed those cheques, would have put a bar to their payment, and thereby compromised bis 
own character as well as mine. 

I have not now the means of referring to my official correspondence with the Commis- 
sioners, but I recollect that they suggested that we should endeavour to make use of our 
credit to obtain goods as far as was requisite. By much personal exertion, and using my 

E ersonal influence, I was able to obtain goods on credit to a very considerable extent; 

lit, in all cases, with tlie full understanding that payment should be made immediately out 
of tile first rate collected. 

At this moment I am personally liable for several debts incurred for the Union for food 
and clothing for the inmates of the workhouse, besides the amount of my own salary, due 
28 th July last, 62 1. 10 s., for which I hold a cheque on Ennis Bank not yet paid. These 
debts are, ciieqwe No. 541, 158 2. 1 5s. 4 d. for rice, &c. ; No. 535, 52 1. 10 s. for meal; and, 
without cheque, 400 1. for clothing, which I respectfully beg the Commissioners will be so 
good as to recommend the Vice-guardians to pay at once, or otherwise I shall be subjected 
to some embaritissinent. There is also a sum of 8/. 13 s. 11 rf. due to me, for amount of 
meal, for which I was personally sued at quarter sessions, and, as a decree was obtained, 
1 had to pay the amount. 

In justice, as well as in courtesy, the present Vice-guardians ought to have earned out 
my arrangements, at least so far as not to compromise my character and credit, which were 
pledged to those parties who supplied the Union at my instance, when supplies were so 
instantly needed, that a week’s delay might ]\ave cost the lives of thousands. 

The arrangement I proposed previous to leaving ScarifF would have, in a great degi'ee, 
obviated the present difficulties, because the chief part of the collection would have continued 
to be lodged in the Provincial Bank of Ennis as heretofore, the outstanding cheques would 
have been gradually paid, and the credit of the Union would have been supported. 

The course proposed by the Commissioners, in their letter of the 11th instant, to the 
present Vice-gimrdians, is that which, in my opinion, is best calculated to remedy the error 
whidi has been committed in changing the Treasurership before the outstanding dieques 
were paid. 

I have, (kc. 

To the Poor Law Commissionei’s, J. J . Fisher. 

Dublin. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 30 December 1948. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners, See., to acknowledge the recei|)t of your letter of the 
Q 2 d instant, on llie subject of the treasurership of the Scarifi’ Union; and in reference 
thereto, I am to state, that the Commissioners certainly regarded the resolution passed by 
the Vice-guardians of ScarifF Union, on tlie 20 th April 1848, as rescinding the appointment 
of the Provincial Bank as treasurer, and appointing the National Bank to that office. In 
that resolution, the Vice-guardians recited various inconveniences which they experienced 
from having the Provincial Bank at Ennis for the Union Treasurer, and then proceeded as 
follows: — “ It is recommended by the Vice-guardians, that the Commissioners should 
remove the manager of the Provincial Bank of Ireland from the office of Treasurer, and 
that the Manager of tlie National Bank of Ireland at Limerick be appointed to the office, 
for the following reasons,” Several reasons for changing the Treasurer were then stated, 
and the Commissioners, deemine those reasons sufficient, stated that they would not object 
to the proposed change; and until tlie 13th November last, when they received a communi- 
cation from M r. ?paight on the subject, they were under tlie impression that it had been 
carried into effect. 

The Commissioners desire to add, that even assuming that the Ennis Bank was properly 
continued as Treasurer, after the resolution of the Vice-guardians to clmnge the Treasurer 
had received the sanction of the Commissioners, the Comniissioners still fliink it is much 
to be regretted, that the Vice-guardians should have drawn cheques on that Bank at a time 
when it was known they would not be paid if presented. 

The Commissioners regret that you should have incurred any personal liability in pro- 
curing supplies for the Union, and they will forward that portion of your letter which relates 
to those liabilities to the present Vice-guardians. 

By Order, &c. 

J. J. Fisher, Esq., Stanlaj, 

Kanturk. Secretary. 



(19. App.) 



E 
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!No. 69,594/48, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, 30 December 1848. 

I AM directed by the Commissioiiers, 8cc. to forward to you the enclosed extract from u 
letter which the Commissioners have received from Mr. Fisher, relative to certain liabilities 
incurred by him for the Scariff Union while acting as Vice-guardian. 

By Order, &c. 

The Vice-guardians, W. Stanley, Secretary. 

Scariff Union. 



Gentlemen, Limerick, 23 December 1848. 

We are favoured with your letters of 7th and 20lh instant, No. 65,484 and No. 67,374; 
the latter informing us “ tliat the Vice-guardians of Scariff Union are making arrangements 
to discharge the cheques we hold on the Provincial Bank of Ennis.” If by “ arrange- 
ments” you mean the mode pointed ont by the enclosed notice from that Union, we pray 
you to return us the Provincial Bank letter sent you on 23d November, and we shall 
tlien lay the whole matter before Lord John Russell, and see whether he will sanction paid 
guardians in changing their bank of lodgment, in order to avoid payment of cheques j)re- 
viously issued. 

We are, &c. 

To the Commissioners for administering Harvey, Brothers, 

the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, 

Custom-house, Dublin. 



To Messrs. Harvey, Brothers, 
Limerick. 



Scaiiff Union Workhouse, 

. December 1848. 

I AM directed by the Vice-guardians of this Union to forward you a resolution on their 
minutes, and I am also directed to express their hope, that you will accede to their terms 
under the present embarrassed circumstances of this Union. 

I am, &c. 

J. R. Cussen, 

Pro tem. Clerk of the Union. 

Re^o/nerf,— That on taking into consideration the embarrassed state of tire finance of tliis 
Union, we find that we cannot pay liabilities of the Union up to 29 September 1848 , in 
full, out of the rate now in course of collection; we therefore deem it expedient, under *the 
circumstances, to propose that the following mode of payment be adopted, namely, all 
outstanding cheques issued by the late dissolved Board of Guardians, and all debts amount- 
ing to 20 1 . and under, be paid in full ; the collectors of the late rate be paid a dividend 
of 10 s. m the pound on their certified collection, and all other creditors not comprised in 
the above dividend of 6 s. 8 if. in the pound on their certified accounts: Audit is also 
resolved, that the clerk shall be directed to write to each of the creditors who have fur- 
ntshed their accounts, to inform them of the course we thus propose to adopt, and that 
we shall be prepared to put their respective demands into course of payment, according 
as the rate-collectors place funds m our hands, on receipt of their consent in writitr^ to this 



No. M,«50/48. Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. 

Gentlemen, , . 29 December 1848. 

Commis^oners, &c. to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 23d instant, referring to the Commissioners letter of the 20 th instant, informing you that 
the Vice-guardians ol Scanff Union are making arrangements to discharge the clL^ues you 
hold on the Piovmcial Bank at Ennis, and requesting that the Provincial Ban\ letter 
enclosed with your communication of the 23d ultimo may he returned to you 

1 am directed by the Commissioners to return herewith the letter to which you refer in 
with your request, and^I am at the same time to state that the Commissioners 
in using the word aiTapgements m their letter of the 20th instant, did not refer to the 
general ariangements which the Vice-guardians were endeavouring to make for a gradual 
1 the outstanding liabilities of the Union, but to a request which the cISS 
sioners had made to the Vice-guardmns, and which the Vice-guardians had promised to 
comply with as far as in their power, that immediate provision should be made for dis 
outstanding cheques on the Provincial Bank at Ennis. ^ 

herewith^* ***’ vice-guardians which accompanies your communication is returned 



Messrs, Haiwey & Brotliers, 
Limeiick. 



By Order, &c. 

W, Stanley, 

Secretary. 



Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, Limerick, 1 January 1840. 

We thank you for your letter of 29th ultimo, No. 69,959, with enclosures, as therein 
stated, and informing us that you had requested the Vice-guardiana of ScarifF Union to 
make immediate provision for the discharge of their outstanding cheques on the Provin- 
cial Bank at Ennis, with which request they had promised compliance “ as far as in their 
power.” We have no wish to act harshly, and are willing to wait further reasonable time ; 
but the words underlined are so very vague, that we trust you will excuse us for asking 
you to name a period when the cheques we hold, 299Z., shall be paid. 

We are, &c. 

The Commissioners for administering Harvey, Brothers, 

the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, 

Custom-House, Dublin. 



No. 36-/49. Poor Law Commission Office, 

Gentlemen, 6 January 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners. &c. to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
1 st instant in which you request the Commissioners to name a period when the cheques 
which you hold on the Provincial Bank at Ennis, drawn by the late Vice-guardians of 
ScariiF'Union, shall be paid ; and in reference thereto 1 am to state, that tlie Commissioners 
will communicate your letter to the Vice-guardians; but it is not within the power of the 
Commissioners to name a period when the cheques you hold shall be paid. 

The Commissioners much regret that the cheques in question should have been drawn 
at a period when there were no funds to meet them, and they have done all in their power 
to remedy the error. , , i i • 

As soon as they heard of the existence of these cheques, they placed themselves in com- 
munication with the present Vice-guardians, and after receiving their explanation, and duly 
considering all the circumstances of the case, they wrote to the Vice-guardians m the foi- 

lowine terms : „ . . „ ... • j .. 

The Commissioners are fully sensible of the difficulties of your position m regard to 
the cheques which have been Jrawn upon the Ennis Bank ; and they much regret that 
cheques should, under any circumstances, have been given when there were no tunda avail- 
able to meet them ; still, as the cheques have been given, the Cornmissioners think that the 
Vice-guardians are bound to provide for their payment at the earliest possible period ; and 
the Commissioners request, therefore, that the Vice-guardians will eitner re-appoint tlie 
Ennis Bank as Treasurer, until the outstanding cheques upon that Bank are discharged, 
or that they will make immediate arrangements for paying the cheques which are out- 

* Whatever the difficulties may be which may be entailed upon the Vice-guardians by 
the adoption of this course, it appears to the Commissioners that there is no other course 
open to them (i. e. the Vice-guardians) which would be consistent with their public d^y. 

^In reply to this communication, the Vice-guardians stated they would pay off the 
cheoues ill question as funds were placed in their hands; and the Commissioners have no 
reason to doubt that they will do so; but from tlie embarrassed state of the Union finances, 
and the circumstance that the outstanding cheques on the Ennis Bank amount to upwards 
of 2 000/ , the Commissioners fear that some little delay may occur before the whole can 



be paid. 

Messrs. Harvey & Brothers, 
Limerick. 



By Order, &c. 

W. Stanley, 

Secretary. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen ® January 1849. 

I AM ditected’by the Commissioners, itc. to fo™ard for yoer information the enolosed 
coDV of a letter, which they have received from Harvey, Brothers, of Limerick, relative to 
the neriod for payment of the cheque given to their firm on Mcoiiiit of the_ amount due to 
it by Soari£f Union ; and I am also to transmit a copy of the Commissioners reply. 

By Order, &c. 



(19. App.) 



Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, Limerick, 8 January 1819. 

In reply to your letter of Gth instant, No. 362/49, will you permit ns to .state tlial llie 
cheques of the Scaviff Vice-guardians on the Bank at Ennis were issued in anticipation of 
a rate which has since been partially collected and paid into a Bank at Limerick ; that these 
Vice-guardians (though requested by you to do so) have neither “ re-appoiuled the Ennis 
Bank as Treasurer until the outstanding cheques on it were paid, nor made itiimeriialo 
arrangements for paying the cheques which are outstanding.” Under tliesc circumstances, 
it appears to us that while you continue in your service Aice-guardians who thus neglect 
your orders, you can hardly take credit for having done “ all in your power to remedy the 
eiTor.” 

We hope you will forgive our thus intruding our opinion, but you also have a public duty 
to perform, and the public (if aggrieved by ■paid Guardians, whom you appoint, and for 
whose correct management you are in some degree accountable) will naturally look to you 
for redress. Again'thanking you for your attention to our complaint, and regretting that it 
should take up so much of your valuable time, and give so much trouble. 

We remain, &c. 

The Commissioners for administering Harvey, Brothers, 

the Laws for Relief of the Pooriu Ireland, 

Custom-house, Dublin. 



Poor Law Commission OfRce, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 15 January 1849 . 

1 AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor iu 
Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of tlie 8th instant, in reply to the Com- 
missioners letter of the 6th instant, with regard to the payment of the cheques w'hich you 
hold for the amount due to you by Scariff Union. The Commissioners much re-vrot that 
you have not yet been paid the money due to youj and they will again communicate with 
tne Vice-guardians on the subject. 

By Order, &c. 

Harvey, ErotherB, W. Stanlaj, 

Limenck. a 

■secretary. 



No. 1,951/49. 

Commission Office, Dublin, 

uemienien, ^ 15 January 1849 . 

f Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 

BrS’ ^ received a further communication from Harvey 

Brother,^ of Limerick, respecting the payment of the cheques given to that firm for tlie 

cheques, OF raaKe an arrangement on the subject satisfactory to Harvey BrothLs^ the 
Commissioners request that you will at once appoint the Ennis Bank as TreLurer of Scariff 

■^e Commissioners think that the non-payment of the cheque, combined with the chancre 
of Trepurer, materially affects the honour of the Vice-guidians as a Board and tie 
ommissioneis think that at any risks and any inconveniences tlie cheques should be cashed 
satisfaction V Harvey, Brothers, o'r 

By Order, &c. 



The Vice-guajdians, 
Scariff Union. 



W. Stanley, 

Secretary. 



Gentlemen, i/ / i 

letter of 22 ^ December last in wbieb of the bcariff Union that part of my 

otherwise obtained, and I rliaierto sav tiia? "’’f" 

guardian, on the subject. ^ ™ *““* ‘>><t Vice- 

rassment! hnl” ifThe*reme*st° mad?bv ^ V™ etnbar- 

.equesi made by yon to the Vioe-guardinna in your letter of nth 

December, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON THE OPERATION Or THE HUSH POOU LAW. 37 

December, No. 67,374/48, were carried into effect, namely, “ that they would either 
re-appoijit the Ennis Bank as Treasurer, until the outstanding cheques upon that Bank are 
discharged, or that they would make immediate arrangemems for paying the cheques which 
are oulstanding,” it would relieve me and others from much difficulty, and be performing 
only what, if I had been continued as Vice-guardian in tiiat Union, I should have 
considered myself bound to do. 

I have, Sec. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, J. J, Fis?ter. 

Dublin. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 18 January 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners, &c., to forward to you the enclosed copy of a letter 
which the Commissioners have received from Mr. Fisher, relative to his claim on the Scariff 
Union, and I am to refer yon to the letter which the Commissioners addressed to you on 
the 15th instant, on the subject of Messrs. Harvey’s claim. 

By Order, 

The Vice-guardians, A, M., for Secretary. 

Scariff Union. 



No. 3,549/49. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 18 January 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners, &c., to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
15th instant, relative to your claim on the Scariff Union, and I am to inform you, that the 
Commissioners have again addressed the Vice-guardians on the subject. 

J. J. Fisher, Esq., Vice-guardian, By Order, 

Kanturk. .4. Af., for Secretaiy. 



Gentlemen, Limerick, 17 January 1349. 

Wb fake the liberty of addressing you on the subject of our claims on the Vice-guardians 
of Scaiiff Union, as we despair of obtaining redress by adopting any other course. 

We hold three cheques of the Vice-guaidians on their late bankei's, the Provincial Bank 
of Ennis ; viz. 

One for 136/. 8s. 4d. for rice sold and delivered in May last, under a written engage- 
ment that it was to be paid for in two months from date of sale (8th May). 

One for 207 /. 5s. 3 d. for building materials supplied John Sullivan, contractor for certain 
buildings at the woi'khouse, and for which buildings, we are informed, the money was 
specially advanced by you. If such was the case, this cheque, issued as an instalment to 
the contractor, ought to have been paid out^ of such money. 

The third cheque, 33 /. 6s. 8 d., was for sacks ; and the agreement was that they were to 
have been paid for immediately after delivery. 

Upon receipt of these cheques we sent them through our bankers to Ennis for collection ; 
but, after some time, they were returned to us, with a statement that there was no funds to 
meet them, nor likely to be any, as the Guardians had changed their Bank account to the 
National Bank, Limerick ! On this step we can put no other construction than that it was 
taken to avoid the payment of their lawful engagements. 

We trust that we have shown in the foregoing statement that we have not made an 
appeal to you without good cause ; and in the futl expectation that it will lead to a speedy 
settlement of our claims. 

We remain, &c. 

To the Commissioners for administering James Harvey 4r Co. 

the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, 

Custom-house, Dublin. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 20 January 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, to forward to you the enclosed copy of a communication which they have received 
from Messra. James Harvey & Co., of Limerick, relative to their claim on Scariff Union. 

By Order, &c. 

The Vice-suardians, for Secretary. 

Scariff Union. 



(19. Arp.) nS No.4,008/4». 
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No. 4,068/49. . . 

Poor Law Comtni.esion Office, Uubim, 
Gentlemen, 20 January 1849. 

I AM directeci by the Commissioners for adinimstering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17(;h instant relative to your claim 
on the Vice-suardians of Seaiiff Union, and I am to state, that the Commissioners arc in 
communication with the Vtce-guardiaus on the subject of the outstanding cheques on tlic 
Ennis Bank. _ ^ . 

By Order, &c. 

Messrs. J. Harvey & Co. A. M., for SecreUiry. 

Limerick. 



Gentlemen Limerick, 19 January 1849. 

Enclosed I beo- to hand copy of cheque issued in July last by the Scariff Vice-guardians 
on the Ennis Provfncial Bank for 50 I, at the time their account was removed to the National 
Bank at Limerick. 

I received this cheque from Mr. F. Sparling, in part payment of goods delivered, and 
gave him cash for the balance, expecting it would be at once paid. 

I have applied to the Union for the amount, and they state there are no funds. 

Considering this cheque being issued in a deceptive form, I have taken the liberty to 
solicit your interference in ordering this amount to be paid. 

I am, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, i/o/m Russell. 

Dublin. 









No. 496. 

To the Manager of the Provincial Bank of Ireland. 

Ennis, 14 July 1848. 

Pay Mr. Henry F. Sparling, or bearer, fifty pounds sterling, for bread delivered 
at the workhouse, which charge to account of the Vice-guardians. 

(signed) J. Fisher. 

Lewis Fitzm.av.riee. 

M. Mennessy, Clerk, Union. 

£.50. 0. 0. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 22 January 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners, &c., to forward herewith for your information a copy 
of a communication which they have received from Mr. John Russell relative to a cheque 
for 50 1. drawn on tlie Provincial Bank at Ennis by the late Vice-guardians, and I am to 
refer to you for previous letters on the same subject. 



To the Vice-guai-dlans, 
Scariff Union. 



By order, &c. 

W, Sttailey, 

Secretary. 



No. 4,557/49. 

Q. Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

22 January 1849. 

, '‘J &C,, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

19th instant, relatwe to checpies drawn on the Provincial lank at Ennis, and I am to slate 
that the Commissioners are in conununication with the Vice-guardians on the subject. 

By order, &c. 

To John Russell, Esq., ^ 

Scretary, 



Sir, 
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Sir, Limerick, 26 January 1849. 

On receipt of youi* letter of the 20th December last. No. 67,374, I applied to the Vice- 
wuardians of the bcarifF Union respecting the payment of n>y check, and though 1 have 
made several applications to them, I have got nothing but promises of pay when ?unds can 
be had. I consider this very bad treatment under me circumstances already stated, and 
money so long due as it has been to me, ought to be paid before those now supplying goods. 
It is no wonder that this Union should get into dilBculties, and that credit will not be given, 
when parties have been so ill used as myself, with a check given on Treasurer known not to 
have any funds, I trust that some immediate means may be found to have my claim 
settled. 

I am, &c. 

W. Stanley, Esq., Secretary, Fran. Spaight. 

Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



No. 6,111/49. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 26 January 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 25th instant, and I am to state 
that the subject of your communication will receive the Commissioners’ attention. 

I have, &c. 

To Francis Spaight, Esq., &c. Stanley, 

Limerick. Secretary. 



Gentlemen, Scariff, 26 January 1849. 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your three letters, under dates 9th, 
15th and 22d instant, containing copies of letters addressed to you by certain parties, and 
having relation to the cheques issued on the Provincial Bank in Ennis. We must express 
our deep regret that we have not been able to meet those cheques, or even to give such 
replies as would be satisfactory to the parties who hold them. We have already forwarded 
for your information a detailed list of such as are outstanding, with dates and amount of 
each respectively, and you have been pleased to express how fully sensible you are of the 
difficulty of our position in regard to those cheques. You readily understand, therefore, 
how this matter has embarrassed us ; but we feel called upon to say that the charge of 
“ defrauding by a sham and useless document,” and of “ having acted deceptively,” does 
not apply to us. We were appointed to the charge of the Scariff Union on the 9th of 
October 1848, and found those sham and useless documents to the amount of 2,300 L in 
existence, and witliout the means of paying them. If any charge implying deceit and fraud 
can be made, let that charge be applied to the parties who issued those cheques, and not to 
us. We feel sore under the imputation, but nevertheless would have^ let Mr. Spaight’s 
remark remain unnoticed, were it not that we find the charge reiterated in another form by 
Mr. Russell j we are anxious, tlierefore, to clear ourselves of such an unworthy stigma. 
Another imputation that we feel most anxious to remove off our shoulders i.s, that we made 
the National Bank in Limerick tlie Treasurer, to avoid paymerit of those cheques; to this 
we reply most unequivocally, that we had no such view or intention. On the 9th of 
October 1848, we found the National Bank in Limerick our Treasurer, with what funds 
were available in their possession, and we were not aware that_ the Provincial Bank in 
Ennis should be considered the Treasurer of the Union. Mr. Spaight’s interview, and the 
explanation consequent upon it, first drew our attention to the matter, and on inquiry we 
found the minute removing tliat bank, and appointing the National Bank in Limerick in its 

stead. . , . , , 1 , 11 . 

Gentlemen, the state of the finances of the Scariff Union has been lately made^ the 
subject of more than one Report. You are made perfectly acquainted with our position ; 
you see the utter impossibility of meeting those cheques at present, and could we but see 
that by re-appointing tbe Provincial Bant in Ennis as our Treasurer, those cheques would 
be nearer discharge, we would do so at once, but the move would not better the position of 
the pai-ties who hold them. In your reply to the letters addressed to you, we wish you to 
slate our most anxious desire to meet all our creditors with the best terms we can afford to 
offer, and that we shall endeavour to pay the cheques in question, giving them the 
preference tliey are justly entitled to, according as we are in a position to meet them. 

We Lave, See, 

James F. RoUeston. 

Thomas Spurh. 

To the Commissioners for administering 
the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland. 



(19. App.) 



E 4 



No. 6,264/49. 



No. 65 , 4 . 83 / 4 . 8 . 

See Mr. Spaight’s 
letter, 

No. 61,621/48. 
See Mr. Russell’s 
letter, 

No. 4>557/49* 



See Minutes of 
SI April 1848, and 
the Commissioners’ 
approval thereof. 
No. 22,272/48, 
dated 1 May 1848. 
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No. 6/254/40. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 3 Febi'utiiy 1840. 

1 AM directed by the Commissioners for administeving the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26lli ult., rohitive to the 
non-payment of tlie cheques drawn on the Provincial Bank at Ennis, as Treasurer of Scariff 
Union, and I am to state, that the Commissioners have fully considered all thccircmnstaiices 
of the case; and they can only repeat the request contained in their letler of the lOlh ult., 
that you will at once re-appoint the Ennis Bank as Treasui-er of Scarift' Union. 

By Ordei', &c. 

The Vice-Guardians, W. Stanley, 

Scariff Union. Secretary. 



Gentlemen, Scariff, 27 Juimury 1840. 

We beg leave to state, in allusion to our letter of yesterday’s date, that we neglected to 
say that we are prepared, at the risk of any inconvenience, to make the Provincial Bank 
in Ennis our Treasurer, in accordance with your wishes, if you think it still advisable that 
we should do so ; but you nnisi see that if this arrangement had been carried into cflcct 
when you first intimated to us your wishes, in your letter of the 11 th December 1818 , the 
consequence w'ould be that the 500/. you have sent us would be at once absorbed by tlit; 
outstanding cheques, and would not now be available to us for the relief of the destitute. 

To the Commissioners for administering James F. Rolleston. 

the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland. Thomas Sj^ark. 



No. 6,465/40. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. 

Gentlemen, G February 1340. 

I AM dii-ecteil by the Commissioners, Sec. toacknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of your 
Report of die 27th ultimo, relating to the Scariff Union. 

As regards your statement that you are prepared at the risk of any inconvenience to 
make the Provincial Bank at Ennis your Treasurer, if the Commissioners think it advisable 
I am to state that the Commissioners, as they have already informed you, think Uiere is no 
course open to you but to re-appoint tlie Ennis Bank as Treasurer of the Union. 

By Order, See. 

To the Vice-Euardians, ip-. Stank/, 

acariff Union. 



Gentlemen, Lriiieriek, 3] January laj'i 

We were duly favoured with your letter No. 1 , 901, dated loth instant, e 3 .,ressinR your 
regret that we had not been paid, and stating that you would again communicate vidth the 
Viee.g-uardiane of Scariff Union on the subject. We now tahe the liberty of suggestin.- lliai; 
you should send these gentlemen a sealed letter, requiring them to pay is by /Ltain day 
on pam of dismissal ; and if they should not comply, there is liUle doubt but you can 
supply their places with those who will pay more attention to your “ urgent requests.” 



The Commissioners for administering 
the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, 
Custom-house, Dublin. 



We remain, &c. 

Harvey, Brothers. 



Commission Office, Dublin, 

uenuemen, g pgijpu^ry 1849. 

r AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland to acknowledge the reempt of your letter of the 31st ultimo, relative to vo, n 
claim upon the Vice-guard, ans of Scariff Union ; and I am to state that ihe C'ommissioLK 
Unioif*’^’”*''^ Provincial Bank at Ennis has been re-appointed Treasurer of Scariff 



Harvey, Brothers, 
Jjimerick. 



By Order, &c. 

W. Stanley, 

Secretary. 



No. 7,300/49. 
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No. 7,396/49. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 9 Febmai-y 1849. 

Th e Commissioners, &c. have had before them your observations on the communication 
of Messrs. Harvey, Brothel's, in which you state that the Vice-guardians of Scariff Union 
liave re-appointed the Provincial Bank at Ennis as Treasurer of the Union, and that you 
had lodged the sum of 600 Z. lately advanced by the Commissariat Department, for the 
immediate vrants of tlie Union, in the National Bank at Limerick, to the credit of the Vice- 
guardians ; and I am to state that, under all the circumstances, the Commissioners think 
it is on the whole advisable that the Vice-guardians should not have two Treasurers, hut 
. that it would be better for you to place the money to your own credit at the Provincial 
Bank at Ennis, with instructions that no clieque should he honoured which was not signed 
bv Yourself, and countersigned by the two Vice-^uavdians. 

I have, &c. 

Capt. Spark, E.K. W. Stanley, 

Scariff. Secretary. 



Gentlemen, Killaloe, 3 February 1849. 

I HAVE a^ain relieved the Vice-guardians of the Scariff Union from a difficulty by sup- 
plying them witli Indian meal for the current week, making the terms of repayment easy to 
them. 

For the future they must be in a position to pay cash, or the poor will be w:thout food, as 
no trader will enter into a credit contract with a Union in such a fearful state of embarrass- 
ment as is Scariff, and at this particular juncture when the duties of Vice-guardians in this 
Union are about to cease on the 25th March. 

Should this rule be carried out, I must respectfully inform you, that the fate of this Union 
will thereby be sealed, as nothing then can save it from bankruptcy and confusion. 

The elected Board of Guardians mean to go into office to hold it for a very short time, 
and then resign, thereby making confusion worse confounded. It is my duty, and the duty 
of every well-wisher of order, to give you timely notice of this determination. 

I have, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. William Digan. 



No. 8,120/49. ^ 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

7 February 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of your letter of tlie 3d instant, relative to 
the financial condition of Scariff Union j and I am to state, that the Commissioners have the 
condition of the Union under their attentive consideration. 

By Order, &c. 

W. Stanley, 

William Digan, Esq. Secretary. 

Killaloe. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
gjj. 6 February 1849. 

Adverting to the Commissioners’ letter of the 31st ult., the Commissioners, &c. are 
desirous of calling the attention of Secretary Sir George Grey to the annexed copy of a 
letter of one of the contractors of Scariff Union, as illustrative of the impression prevalent in 
some of the most distressed Unions as to the effect of restoring elective Boards of Guardians 

at the present time. t , . 

‘ 1 have, &c. 

G. C. Lewis, Esq., m.p., &c. &c. Stanley, 

Horae Office, London. Secretary. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
gjp 6 February 1849. 

Connected with the letter of the 23d ult., which the Commissioners addressed to the No. 4.7a** 
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury respecting Scariff Union, the Commis- 
sioners are desirous of requesting their Lordships, in accordance with their letter or the 
Slat ult., to permit the Commissioners to advance money to Scariff Union until the Vice- No. 7 , 546 . 
guardians have discharged an existing debt of 2,231 Z. 17«. 4d. 

The circumstances connected with this debt are as follow : — , ^ 

In the early part of last year the Vice-guardians applied to the Commissioiiers_ for per- 
mission to change their Treasurer, by discontinuing the Manager of the Provincial Bank 

(19. App.) F at 
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at Ennis, and appointing the Manager of the National Bank at Limerick, and the Commis- 
sioners gave their sanction to the arrangement. 

It has, however, recently come to the knowledge of the Commissioners, that altliougli 
this arrangement was approved by the Commissioners, the Vice-guardians did not carry it 
into eflect, owing, they state, to the account with the Ennis Bank having been con- 

siderably overdrawn. The Vice-guardians, however, availed themselves of the services of 
the Limerick Bank for depositing the advances which were from time to time made to the 
Union by the British Association and by Government, thus preserving such advances for the 
immediate and current purposes of the Union, which could not have been done had the 
money been paid into ihe Ennis Bank in the ordinaiy way, cheques to a considerable 
amount having been drawn on that Bank in anticipation of the funds that would be paid in. 

The rate collectors continued to lodge the money collected in the Ennis Bank, and the 
Vice-guardians continued to draw cheques upon that Bank until the month of October last 
when the Commissioners deemed it expedient to remove Major Hart, the Inspector, and 
Mr. Fisher, one of the Vice-guardians, to other Unions. On Captain Spark and Mr. Rollcston 
the Inspector and Vice-guardian appointed in the room ofMajor Hart and Mr. Fisher, they 
discovered the resolution to change the Union Treasurer, and considering that they would 
not be justified in continuing lodgments with a banker who had ceased to be legally 
appointed Treasurer, they directed all future lodgments to be made in the Limerick Bank. 
At this time cheques had been drawn on the Ennis Bank to the amount of nearly 3,ooo /.* 
and on the decision of the Vice-guardians becoming known, several of the owners of the 
outstanding cheques on the Ennis Bank, many of whom are highly respectable merchants 
wrote_ strong remonstrances to the Commissioners on the subject, charging the Vice- 
guardians with deception and. fraud in issuing cheques on a banker iu whose han°ds they had 
no funds; and under these circumstances, the Commissioners felt that there was no course 
open to them but to require the Vice-guardians, if they could not at once pay the cheques 
nor make an arrangement on the subject, to re-appoint the Ennis Bank as their Treasuivr. ' 

The effect of this proceeding will, however, necessarily deprive the Union of funds until 
the outstanding cheques in question are paid, inasmuch as the cheques being already lodeed 
with the Manager of the Ennis Bank, any money that may be lodged with him will be 
applied at once to the payment of the cheques, and hence the necessity of the Commissioners' 
request in this instance. 

For the general financial condition of the Union, the Commissioners desire to refer tlieir 

Lordships to the letter of the 23d iilt. above referred to. 

I have, &c. 

Sir C. E. Trevelyan, k.c.b. w. Stanley, 

Secretary. 



Treasury, London. 



Limerick, 12 February 1849. 

Me have your favour of 8 th instant. No. 7,396, advising the re-appointment of the 
Provincial Bank at Ennis as Treasurer to the Scariff Uiiion, and a letter from tlic Manager 
there, dated lOtli, stating, “ no funds had been lodged to meet the cheques ” ® 

v.,r J circumstances, it would appear as if there would be little use in our tronblin- 
you with further correspondence, and that our best wav will be to nut oiir^pWc 
Ireland Committee appointed to consider the Poor I,aws"for 

The Commissioners for administering u 

the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, -aarvey, Brothers. 

Custom-house, Dublin. 



No. 10,380/49. 

Gentlemen, Commission Office, Dublin, 

T T j 1 , February 1849 

by ‘he pommissioners for administering the Laws for Belief of the Pen, ! 

you would wnte to th^ ChaiZn, oToneVft^ Sn*tee.°'"”“"°”“ “f P™‘- 

Harvey, Brothers, Order, &c. 

Limerick. Stanley, 

Secretary. 



No. n, 751/49. 
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No. 11,761/49. 

Gentlemeu, O'Briea’s Bridge Mills, Castle Connell, 17 Feb. 1849. 

We beg to state to you, that we have been handed by Mr. H. T. Sparling, of Scariff, a 
chet^ue for 100 /. dated 29th July 1848, and drawn on the Manager of the Provincial Bank, 
Eums, signed by “ J. J. Fisher and Horatio N. Wallace, Vice-guardians,” and “ Mr. Hennessy, 
Clerk to Scariff Union that we forwarded this cheque to Mr. Jas. Menzies, the Manager 
of the Bank at Ennis, and that we have received from him a reply, stating he has no funds 
in his hands belonging to the Scariff Union, and besides that, this account has long since 
been transferred from his Bank to the National Bank, Limerick. 

Under these circumstances, we beg to ask you what course you would recommend us to 
adopt to recover the amount of this cheque ; as, we apprehend, the parties who signed the 
cheque have laid themselves open to an action for fraud, in giving it in payment for an 
account, at same time knowing there were no funds in Bank to meet it. Requesting your 
attention to this matter, 

We are, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, James Denniston ^ Co. 

Dublin. 



Gentlemen, Whitehall, 21 February 1849. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to transmit to you the enclosed statement* 
which has been addressed to the Select Committee of the House of Commons, appointed to 
inquire into the Irisii Poor Law, by Mr. R. Harvey ofLiraerick, relative to the non-payment 
of two cheques given by the Vice-guardians of the Scariff Union ; and I am to request that 
you will favour Sir George Grey with your observations on Mr. Harvey's statement. 

I am, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, &c. &c. G. CorneioaU Lewis. 

Dublin. 



To the Chairman of the Irish Poor Law Committee. 

Limerick, 15 February 1849. 

I TAKE the liberty of making, for the information of the Committee, the following 
statement: — . 

On 1st of July, my house (Harvey, Brothers) supplied a contractor of the Scaritt Union 
with flour and Indian meal to the amount of 199 L, on the written assurance of one of its 
Vice-guardians that we should obtain payment in three or four weeks; (we had previously 
given°ash and goods to the same contractor on their cheque for 100 i, which we still hold). 

After the promised time hadexpired, we applied for a cheque for 199 L, which, however, 
we did not receive till 5th October, and when we sent both cheques for payment, “there 
were no funds,” and it was reported that the Vice-guardians were lodging in another Bank 
tlie rate then in course of collection. 

On 10th November, we wrote to the Vice-guardians, stating the r^ort, and asking, m 
the event of its being true, whether they would give us cheques on the Bank into which the 
collection was said to be paying, for those we held on the Bank where “ there were no 

^'^*Not receiving any reply, we wrote on the 23d November to the Commissioners for 
administerino- the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, and enclosed a letter from the 
manacrer of the Bank at Ennis, on which the cheques were drawn, conarming the report 
that the rate then collecting was paying into a Bank at Limerick, and requesting the Com- 
misionera would instruct the Vice-guardians to exchange the cheques we held on the Bank 
at Ennis for cheques on the Limerick Bank, “ as we could not suppose they would sanction 
the Vice-guardians in changing the Bank of lodgment, in order to evade payment of cheques 

^"^AfteT^Laiiy^ three months’ correspondence with the Commissioners, we are informed by 
them of the re-appointment of the Ennis Bank as Treasurer to the Scariff Union, but on 
sending thecheques for payment, we are again told, “ there are no funds,” 

Under these circumstances, there seems little use in our further troubling the Commis- 
sioners and I now lay the matter before the Committee, in the hope that we may not only 
obtain speedy redress, but that measures should be taken to prevent the possibility of such 
disreputable conduct in future, ^ 

jR. Harvpy, 

Our cheques are No. 458, dated 22 June 1848 - - 100. 

Ditto - No. 537 , dated 5 October 1848 - f. 199. 
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F 2 



No. 12, 906/49. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




22,27a. 



44 APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 
No. 12,906/49. 

Poor Law Commission Oflice, Diililin, 
Sir, 26 February 1849. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners, &c. to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 21 st instant, enclosing a statement which has been addressed to the Select Committee of 
the House of Commons appointed to inquire into the Irish Poor Law, by Mr. R. Harvey, 
of Limerick, relative to the non-payment of two cheques given by the Vice-guardians of the 
Scariff Union, and requesting tire Commissioners’ observations on Mr. Harvey’s statenicnt. 

In reference thereto, I am directed by the Commissioners to make the following- statement’ 
for Sir George Grey’s information : — “ 

On. the 20th April 1848, the Vice-guardians (Messrs. Fisher and Fitzraaurice) passed a 
resolution, recommending that the manager of the Provincial Bank at Ennis should be 
removed from the office of Treasurer, and the Manager of the National Bank of Ireland” 
at Limerick, appointed to the office, on the following grounds, as set forth in their minutes • 

VIZ. — ’ 

Because the means of communication with Limerick are direct and frequent, not only 

from Scanff, but from all parts of the Union: ^ 

Because the National Bank is generally more accommodating in making advances on 
reasonable security than the Provincial Bank, and will be much more convenient to the 
Vice-guardians to make communications and arrangements with the Treasurer in Limerick 



Because a great difficulty has been found frequently in obtaining silver, or sometimes 
^ Ennis by the relieving officers, while a cheque in Limerick 

could be readily exchanged ; and silver can be conveyed from Limerick to Scanff with 
less risk, expense and difficulty than from Ennis. 

The Commissioners at once signified their acquiescence in the arrangement and they had 
no reason to suppose that it had not been duly earned out until November last when tliev 
received commumcahoas from Mr. Harvey, and another of the creditors of Scariff Union 
stating that they held cheques on the Provincial Bank at Ennis, where there were no 
ffinds, and that the collection was being- paid into the National B.ink at Limerick and 
they requested the Commissioners to instruct the Vice-guardians to exchange the cliques 
which they held for cheques on the National Bank. “ ^ 

The Commissioners hminj rec[uested the observations of the Viee-guardians on tbo 
snbjecl, then learned for the first time, that the late Vice-guardians had never, in fact, acted 
th J removal of the Provincial Bank at Ennis from 

the efflee of Treasurer; and it appeared that the present Vice-guardians (by whom the 
djscontmuance of lodgnjents with the Ennis Bank had been made) declined to substitute 

Book, on the ground that they 
lirtl tl “ “omler of other outstanding cheques of the same kind an J 

that the Vice-guardians, who were then endeavouring to effect an arrangement with the 
5"bt o?tSe Union"'”’ “^eq^es in the same r„a„rera‘s%Ie 

The Vice-gnardians who were in office at this period were not those who nronosed the 
change of Treasurer neither was the same Inspector in charge of the Unmn ' Zl t o 
Comirnssioners, therefore, wrote to Mr. Fisher (the Vice-guardian whose serS had hli 
transferred to another Union), and also to Major Hart.^who was Inspector of the UnZ 
during the period in question, but whose services had been transferredZo Listoel 
requesting their respective explanations. i-istowel Union, 

Mr. Fisher's explanation was to the effect, that after the Commissioners’ consent to 
change of Treasurer was obtained, no further steps were taken in the matto hv TheV-I 
gnar Jians, because the Treasurer's account was at the time overdraZ a7d oliit tZ 
constant pressure for funds it continued to be so, but that the weekl’v eoli.ef ^ r° ^ 
conhnued to be lodged at the Provincial Bank of Cis an^the 
on that Bank continued to be paid as far as funds were lodged un to S 
October, when he ceased to be Vice-guardian of Scariff Unfon! Vr KAer* aL'' 

tttb7St^Te1d“^^^^^ 

=rr“^:S:\“^L7;?“^ ‘0 “”‘™e this 

doing! in consaqueice ZtL ZeSZ^of X loth ™ 

considered that the Provincial Bank was not tho rr • ’ according to which they 

lodgments of rate o«llecS''cTu\d ‘'■erefore’: 

Major Hart forwarded an explanation, substantially the same as that given by Mr. Fisher. 
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With these facts before them, the Commissioners, on the 28th November, wrote to the 
Vice-guardians, stating t!iat the only course open to tliem appeared to be, to rescind the 
order appointing the National Bank, and to reinstate the Provincial Bank at Ennis in the 
office of Treasurer. 

The Vice-guardians were extremely unwilling to adopt this course, as tliey stated it would 
materially embarrass the arrangements they were tjien making for the gradual discharge of 
the very heavy liabilities of the Union, by instalments of 6s. 8d. in the pound, inasmuch 
as cheques amounting to nearly 2, 500h were then outstanding on the Ennis Bank, and 
would absorb all the rate that could be paid into that Bank until they were dischartred, 
thus not only preventing the contemplated arrangement, but for a time altogether 
depriving the Vice-guardians of funds to carry on the administration of relief to the 
destitute. 



The Commissioners, however, still deemed it tlieir duty to request, tliat the Vice-guardians 
would either re-appoint the Ennis Bank as Treasurer until the outstanding cheques were 
discharged, or that they would make immediate ari*angements for paying the cheques, and 
they wrote to the Vice-guardians accordingly. 

On the 12th December the Vice-guardians wrote to the Commissioners, expressing their 
acquiescence intlie instructions which they had received. 

On the 9th January, the Commissioners received a further letter from Messrs. Harvey, 
stating, that tlie Vice-guardians had neither re-appointed the Ennis Bank, nor made 
immediate arrangements for paying the outstanding cheques, and they suggested that the 
Vice-guardians ought to be removed ; and the Commissioners thereupon agtuii addressed 
the Vice-guardians, requesting, that if the Vice-guardians could not at once pay the cheques, 
or make an arrangement which would be satisfactory to Messrs. Harvey, they would at 
once appoint the Ennis Bank as Treasurer of Scariff Union ; and the Commissioners at the 
same time stated, that the non-payment of the cheques, combined with the change of 
Treasurer, materially affected the honour of the Vice-guardians as a Board, and that at 
any risk and any inconvenience the cheques should be cashed, or the matter arranged 
satisfactorily, or the Treasurer changed. Eventually (on the 6th instant) the Ennis Bank 
was re-appointed Treasurer of the Union, but from the extreme poverty of the Union it 
appears unlikely (even when the new rate is put in course of collection, which the 
Commissioners believe will be in the course of a few days) that sufficient funds will be 
collected to pay off the whole of these cheques for some time. 

On the whole, however, tlie Commissioners do not think that the course pursued by either 
the late or the present Vice-guardians is sufficient to justify the extreme course suggested 
by Messrs. Harvey, namely, removing them from office; but the Commissioners have 
expressed both to Mr. Fisher and Major Hart their great regret at the irregular course 
which was pursued in drawing cheques on the Ennis Bank, when there were no funds there 
to the credit of the Vice-guardians. 

It should be observed that Mr. Wallace (one of the present Vice-guardians) was a party 
to the more recent cheques drawn on the Ennis Bank, but he had no part in making the 
original arrangement, and it is presumed that he signed the cheques in accordance with a 
practice which he found in existence when he first went to the Union. 

Mr. Harvey’s letter is herewith returned. 

I have, &c. 

G. Comewall Lewis, Esq., m. p. &c. &c. fV. Stanley. 

Home Office, London. 



(19. App.) 
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Appendix D. 



SEALED ORDER FOR OUT-DOOR RELIEF. 



No. 10,326/49. 



Kells Union. 



To the Guardians of the Poor of the Kells Union; to the Clerk and other OCflcers of the 
said Union, and to all other Persons whom it may concern. 



Whereas it has been shown to our satisfaction, that, by reason of the want of room in 
the Workhouse of the said Union, adequate relief cannot be afforded therein to destitute 
poor persons not being persons permanently disabled, or destitute poor persons disabled by 
sickness or accident, or destitute poor widows having two or more legitimate cliildreii 
dependent on them, and it is expedient to authorize and empower the Guardians of the said 
Union to administer relief out of the Workhouse, for a limited time as hereinafter mentioned, 
to such destitute poor persons, except able-bodied women who have not been married, or 
who being widows have no child dependent on them, and able-bodied men who have not 
more than two children dependent on them respectively : 



Now therefore, We, the Commissioners for administeiing the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland, do hereby authorize and empower the said Guardians to administer relief out of 
the Workhouse, in food, to destitute poor persons not being persons permanently disabled 
from labour by reason of old age, infirmity, or bodily or mental defect, and not being persons 
disabled from labour by reason of severe sickness or serious accident, and thereby deprived 
of the means of earning a subsistence for themselves and their families, whom they are 
liable hy law to maintain, and not being poor widows having two or more legitimate children 
dependent on them ; excepting, nevertlieiess, from the operation of this Order, able-bodied 
women who have not been married, or who being widows have no child dependent on them, 
and able-bodied men who have not move than two children dependent on them respectively, 
for the period from the date of this Order to the Seventeenth day of March next inclusive. 

And we do liereby make the following Rules and Regulations as to the granting, ordering, 
and giving of relief to all persons who shall be relieved by the said Guardians under the 
authority of this Order, that is to say — 



1 . Every person relieved under the authority of this Order shall be relieved in food 
only, and such food shall, as far as is practicable, be cooked food. 

2. Every able-bodied male peraon relieved under the authority of this Order shall 
so far as is practicable, be set to perform a task of work during eight hours at least 
of every day for which he receives such relief. 



3. No able-bodied person who shall be in employment, nor any part of his or her 
family, shall receive relief as a destitute person under the authority of this Order. 

And_ for the more effectual administration of relief under this Order, we do hereby 
authorize and direct the said Guardians to appoint so many Relieving Officers as shall be 
found sufficient from time to time to superintend the labour of such persons as shall be set 
to work,_ in pursuance of the Regulations in this Order contained, and otherwise to assist in 
of i-elief under this Order, as the said Guardians, subject to our approval, 



(seal.) 



Sealed with our Seal, this Seventeenth day of February in 
the year of Our Lord One thousand eight hundred 
and rorty-nine. 



(counlersigaed) 

IF. Stanley, Secretary. 
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Appendix E. 



RESOLUTIONS of Committee of Guardians, and Circular addresaed by tliem 
to Boards of Guardians. 



Committee Rooms, Northumberland-buildings, 
Dublin, December 1848. 

To the Chairman of the Board of Guardians. 

The Committee appointed from the general meeting of Poor Law Guardians, on the 
19th instant, in this place, desire, in pursuance of the duty committed to them, to call your 
attention, and that of your Board of Guardians, to the following subjects, which nave 
seemed to them of paramount importance : 1st. The destructive effect of the large size of 
districts for rating for the poor, by which the cost of each pauper is divided over so many 
rate-payers and so large a space, that none are induced to use exertion to rescue him from 
pauperism, and few concerned can know the circumstances of his case so as to prevent 
imposition ; while, at the same time, by the arbitrary binding together of several different 
properties, the greatest discouragement is given to employment and improvement, and the 
greatest encouragement to the negligent or cruel landowner to turn out the poor occupiers 
without means of support, when he finds that the law relieves him from the greater part of 
the cost of sustaining them as paupers, by obliging the adjoining land of other proprietors 
to pay a full share of the expense which he has caused. 

The means of removing this chief and most crying evil resulting from the present system, 
appears to be the reducing of the size of districts for rating for the poor, so that each poor 
man’s case shall be made the care or the cost of a small number of rate-payers. And as 
the division by townlands exists, this is recommended to consideration as the basis of a new 
arrangement, allowing of the dividing any large, or uniting small, townlands, belonging to 
one proprietor, when it may be required. 

The effect would be, that in an electoral division containing fifty townlands and fifty paupers, 
instead of each townlaud on an average paying one-fiftieth of each pauper’s cost in the 
house, each towiiland would, on an average, pay tlie whole cost of one pauper, which would 
come to the very same sum, supposing the whole fifty to go to the house. But if any 
townland would provide employment or other means to keep its share of poor out of the 
house and off the rates, it would not be charged for the cost of the others who might be 
neglected, or from any cause not kept from destitution ; and thus it is plain, that many poor 
would be kept from destitution, much expenditure in the Poor-house would he saved, and 
many rate-payers and proprietors would be rescued from the overwhelming ruin which 
thi’eatens us under the present system. 

Tliose properties wliich now have the advantage of being whole electoral divisions, and 
standing alone for rating, would derive still some benefit from the general advantage and 
diminution of pauperism, while in no respect would they be injured by a change so vitally 
necessary for their less-fortunate neighbour’s welfare. 

Hence, in considering the following subjects, which seem also necessary for the working 
of the Poor Law, respect should be had to the first principle of reducing the size of rating 
districts, and keeping the responsibility of each pauper to few rate-payers, and, if possible, 
to one proprietor; as want of care in adhering to this principle may render the subsequent 
alterations fatal to the improvement of the law, and to the saving of all classes in our 
country. 

We would press upon the Guardians the importance of urging, most strongly, the 
absolute necessity of a full and early attendance of all Members of Parliament in their 
places, to obtain the necessary alterations in the law. 

The Board is requested to return the Query Papers; each query to be fully answered and 
numbered, with the figure to correspond with the number of the query it is intended to' 
answer, and adding such observations and suggestions upon any point as they may think 
useful, and signed by those Guardians approving of the same. 

As there may be some difference of opinion on some minor matters, there are sent two 
copies of queries, to be respectively filled up as above described. It is requested that the 
queries and answers will be returned as soon as possible ; and it is further requested that 
you will procure, or cause to be procured, from the Guardians and Rate-payers of your 
Union such subscriptions as they are willing to contribute, and forward same here to me for 
the purpose of defraying the expenses of the Poor Law Amendment Association. 

Your obedient servant, 

Thomas Rotherham, 

Honorary Secretary. 



(19. App.) f4 PROPOSITIONS 
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PROPOSITIONS SUEMmED TO POOR LAW GUARDIANS. 



Poor Law Committee Rooms, Nortliumbcrland-buildings, 
December 1848. 



Proposed for Consideration — 

I. — That in order to carry out the principle that responsibility should be individualized 
as far as is possible, rating districts be recommended, taking townlands for their basis, 
but allowing a modification by uniting or dividing one or more townlands, under certain 
restrictions, making them, wherever feasible, conterminous with property. 

II. — Tliat a Union rate should be laid on the whole valuation of each Union, to be 
applied to Union objects, so as to interfere as little as possible with the principle of indi- 
vidualizing responsibility. 

III. — That, subsequently, each rating district be charged for its own pauperism. 

IV. — That when in any one year the paid rate on any rating district exceeds ( ) 

in the pound, a rate in aid be laid on the whole Union to the extent of one-half of the 
surplus expense, provided the said rate shall not exceed ( ) in the pound ; and that 

if, after this rate in aid, there be still unrelieved pauperism in any rating district, a further 
rate in aid should be given, to the extent of one-half of the further charge, from national 
and not from local sources. 



V. — That the expense of tlie building of poor-houses, as well as of all medical charities, 
should be provided for from national sources. 

VI. — That all rent-chaiges and annuities payable out of land should be in future charge- 
able as rent with poor-rate. 

_Vn. — ^That Boards of Guardians should be empowered to appoint electoral division com- 
mittees, composed of the guardians and payers of rate, paying ( ), to manage the 

peculiar business of the electoral division, and relieve the meeting of the Union Board from 
details. 



yill. — ;That a law of settlement be so adjusted as to accord with the principle of the 
individualizing of responsibility, and to interfere as little as possible with the free move- 
ment of the labouring population, and for that purpose we recommend the immediate 
establishment of a registry of deaths, births and marriages in Ireland. 

— That all occupiers at and under 4 1. should be chargeable with the tenant’s share of 
rates, experience having' shown that the contrary, in, the case of small tenants, rendeis them 
not only irresponsible, but actually hostile to ail economy of rates or prevention of pau- 
jMrism, and, practically, has not been found to afford the relief contemplated to those classes 
tor wht^e benefit the exemption was made. 

, Ordnance valuation, brought to the fair setting value, be adopted as the 

basis of Poor Law valuation. 

XL— That a paid Gaardian he appointed to each Board of Quardiane to be tie eiecnliye 
omcer o: the Board. 



It is requested to fill up the blanks in queries IV. and VII., with the figures which may 
be considered best suited to the circumstances of your Union, and to return this sheet at 
your earliest convenience. ^ 



Appendix 
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Appendix F. 



AUDIT OF UNION ACCOUNTS. 



DATES to whicU tbe Union Accounts had been Audited at the End of 
February 1849. 



The Accounts of the several Unions have been Audited to the 29th September 1848, with 
the under-mentioned exceptions. 



Armagh 


- 


. 


- 


audited to 




26 th March - 1848. 


Atblone 


- 


- 


- 




_ 


„ 


Ballina 


. 


_ 


- 




- 


29th September 1846. 


Ballinasloe 


. 


. 


. 




_ 


25th March - 1848. 


Ballinrobe - 


- 


- 


- 


,, 


- 


29th September 1847. 


Banbridge - 


- 


- 






- 


25th March - 1848- 


Boyle 


- 


- 


- 




- 


„ 


Cahirciveen 


- 


- 


- 




- 


29th September 1S46. 


Carrick-on-Shannon 


- 


- 




- 


Castlebar - 


_ 


- 


- 






,, 


Castlerea - 


- 


- 


- 




- 


25th March - 1847. 


Cavan 


- 


- 


- 




- 


„ - 1848. 


Clifden - 


- 


_ 


- 




- 


— 


Clogher 


- 


- 


- 




- 


25th March - 1848. 


Clones 


- 


- 


- 




- 


„ 


Cootehill - 


- 


- 


- 


„ 


- 


„ 


Cork - 


- 


- 


- 


,, 


- 


„ 


Dingle 


- 


- 


- 




- 


— 


Donegal 


- 


- 


- 


„ 


- 


25tU March - 1848. 


Dundalk - 


- 


- 


- 






„ 


Edeuderry - 


- 


- 


- 






„ 


Ennis 


- 


- 


- 






,, 


Enniskillen 


- 


- 


- 


„ 




„ 


Enoistymon 


- 




- 


„ 




29th September 1847. 


Galway 


- 


- 


- 


„ 




Granard 


- 


- 


- 


„ 




25th March - 1848. 


Kauturk 


- 


_ 








29th September 1847. 


Kenmare - 


- 




- 






Killarney - 


- 


- 


- 


„ 




26th March - 1848 


Kilrush - 


- 




- 






„ 


Kinsale 




- 


- 








Letterkenny. 


- 


- 


- 






„ 


Lisburn ' - 


- 


- 


- 






>7 


Lismore 


- 


- 


- 






„ 


Lisnaskea - 


_ 


_ 








29th September 1847. 


Loughrea - 


- 


_ 


- 




- 


Lowtberstown 


. 


_ 


■ 


„ 


- 


26th March - 1848. 


Manor Hamilton 


- 


- 


„ 


- 


71 


Middleton - 




. 


- 


,, 


- 


,7 


Mohill 


_ 


_ 


- 






29th September 1646. 


Nenagh 


- 


- 






- 


25th March - 1848. 


Newry 

Roscommon 






' 




. 


29th September 1547. 


Roscrea 


- 


- 


- 




- 


25th March 1848. 


Scariff 




- 


_ 




- 


29th September 1847. 


Skibbereen 


_ 


- 


- 






Sligo - 


- 


- 


- 




- 


25th March - 1848. 


Swmeford - 


- 


- 


- 






77 


Tipperary - 
Tralee 












29th September 1847. 


Tuani 


_ 


- 


- 






26 th March - 1848. 


Tullamore - 


- 


- 


- 


„ 




Westport - 


- 




' 


» 







(19. App.) G Appendix 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




50 



APPENDIX. TO MINUTES OP EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMIITEE 



Appendix G. 



RETURN showing the Appointments andCiiANOES of Relieving Officers in Uie 
under-mentioned Unions in the County oi Mayo. 



NAMES 


RELIEVING OFFICERS. 




UNIONS. 


Number 
ori[[iiialIy 
Appointed in the 


Number 

subsequesti; 

Appointed. 


Total Number 
Appointed. 


Removed by 
Rebignatioo or 
Diemissal. 


Numliur 
tile Uuion. 


1 


Bailina > - . 


13 


fi 


20 


4 


16 


(■) 


Ballinrolip 


G 


Id 


20 


7 


13 


(") 


Castlebar 


.‘i 


36 


31 


20 


11 


(") 


Swineford 


6 


10 


16 


5 


11 


(-) 


Westport 


6 


lb 


21 


11 


10 


(■) 



Observations as to Resignations and Remwals. 

(•) Of those originallj appointed, n»o mr, dismissed, vis. one for Belmtillet Eieotoial Divi- 
sp and one for the Electoral Divisions of Attymass and Kilgarvan; and two resigned, both 
of -whom were for the Electoral Division of Crossmolina. ^ 

(») Two Relieving Officers were dismissed, four resigned, and one died. 

(■) Of the 26 subsequently appointed, 16 were Assistants. Of the Permanent Rdievinn 
Ofteers, font resigned, and one was dismissed | and of the Assistants, two resigned, and 1 2 wert 
dismissed, leaving 10 Permanent and one Assistant Relieving Officer. 

I 8 « was six, this number being found 
.nsuffieient, the number was increased to 12 in February 1848, one for each Eleetord DM 

‘le "“Xr 



C‘) Of these, two died, two were dismissed, and seven resigned. 
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EMIGRATION. 

CHARACTER of IRiaH EMIGRANTS. 

. (Extracted.) 

TIic following Extracts from the Minutes of Evidence before the Select Committee of th6 

House of Cords on Colonization from Ireland, illustrate the question of the fitness and 

success of the Irish Emigrant, compared with that of Emigrants from other Countries. 

Mr. H. Perly, Examined. (Report for 1847.) 

164. Is there any disinclination on the part of the population of New Brunswick to 
receive Irish emigrants ? 

1 think I may safely say none, except a few of the old inhabitants; they sometimes 
express a fear that the whole of the colony may become Irish. 

165. What has been the conduct of the Irish emigrants upon the whole; has it been 
peaceable and orderly, or the reverse? 

1 think I may answer that question in the affirmative. The Irish have conducted them- 
selves very well in New Brunswick. 

Mr. Uniacke, Examined. (Nova Scotia is spoken of.) 

458. You have spoken of some of these emigrants being Irish; how do the Irish emigrants* 
generally speaking, conduct themselves in the colony ? 

Very well. Those wbo settle in the interior, who assume voluntarily forest life, and 
become settlers, are a remarkably well-conducted class of people. Ofeom-se, among those 
hanging about the towns, forming a large population of Irishmen, there are some worthless, 
who get a worse name for the whole than they deseive. 

459. In the event of the condition of the colony requiring and having the means of sus- 
taining a larger number of emigrants than are at present introduced into a social state 
there, do you think there would be any objection to a considerable number of these being 
Irish ? 

I do not think there would be a provincial distaste to it. Of course there are persons in 
every community that have dislikes. Men of very strict Piotestant and Dissenting prin- 
ciples might object probably to an increase of the Roman-catholic persuasion; but, 
generally speaking, I do not think it would be unpopular. (Page 49.) 

S. Cunard, Esq., Examined. (The subject, Prince Edward’s Island.) 

705. Have you been able to observe any considerable difference in the conduct and 
progress of the emigrants from those different parts ? 

I think that the English farmers are the best ; I think the Irish are the next, if they are 
from a furniing district, and their children are very good. The descendants of the Irish 
make excellent settlers. The Scotch Highlanders are very bad settlers. If you get 
Lowland farmers they arc very good indeed, but the Highlanders are perfectly unacquainted 
with farming ; they are very easily satisfied ; they are content with a very small clearing, 
and they remain so. Their views appear to be bounded by ven^ limited desires. 

706. As to orderliness and obedience to law, is there any difference between the different 
class of settlers ? 

I do not think there is. 

707. In the event of circumstances enabling the colony to receive any increased number 
of emigrants, would there be any indisposilicm to receive a portion of those from Ireland? 

Certainly not. There are a great many Irish there ; the Irish that go out have Inends in 
all parts of the island. (P. 74.) 

(?. Pemberlon, Esq., Examined. 

876. Are you disposed to draw any distinction in these remarks, as applicable to the 
emigrants from the various parts of the United Kingdom ? 

I do not make any, excepting so far as this, that I find the Irish are better adapted for 
all works requiring great strength ; and not only so, but all laborious works in the United 
States and (Janada are chiefly performed by the Irish emigrants ; and so far, I think, they are 
better calculated than any other class of emigrants for settling in a new country, when with, 
out the means of purchasing land. (P. 88.) 

J. M. Brydone, Esq., Examined. 

1317. You have no doubt they would be applicable to the agiTCuItural work to which in 
Ireland they have been accustomed, spade work? 

They are peculiarly calculated for the work in Canada, because in clearing land in 
Canada the timber is cut down in the winter ; and according to the quantity of snow upon the 
land at the time when the trees are felled, the height of those stumps will be from three feet, 
perhaps, to four and a half feet above the ground, and those stumps would remain in the 
ground for five years before they could be finally removed, and perhaps some species of 
timber, the roots of the pine species, may remain seven years ; and therefore the work which 
the peasantry of Ireland have been accustomed to, spud’s husbandry, makes tlxem peculiarly , 
calculated for that description of work. (Page 135.) 

JVofe. — As farmers be thinks them much less efficient than as labourers. 

(19. App.) g 3 Lieut.-Colonel 
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Lieut.-Colonel Macartlmr, Examined. (Australia.) 

3109. Are you acquainted with the authority and reputation acquired by Sir R. Bourke, 
during the period of liis Australian government ? 

1 am fully aware how much Australia is indebted to him. 

3110. In his examination before a Committee of the House of Lords in the present year, 
having been asked with' respect to the character of the Irish convicts, as compared with 
convicts from other parts of the empire, he states that Ire thinks “ that the usual propen- 
sities of the Irish followed tliem to New South Wales, but that they were esteemed to be 
good labourers, and they were always sought after by the owners of large estates. TJiry 
y ere not so much sought for in towns as in the country districts, but they were certainly 
preferred as agricultural labourers.” Does that answer given by Sir R. Bourke coincide 
with the information that you have obtained ? 

It does. I know that most valuable agricultural seiwants have been found amongst the 

Sir R. Bourke adds, in a second answer, that he has known several of the most 
respectable settlers desire to have Irish convicts employed upon their lands. Now if this be 
true with respect to the convict population, is it your opinion that it would be equally true 
with respect to free emigrants from Ireland ? 

I think so ; but at the same time it is right that I should distinctly state that it would be 
highly advantageous for the Irish themselves if they could be intermixed with population 
from every part of Great Britain. (P. 323.) 

W. Verner, Esq., Examined. (Australia.) 

8866. Taking into account your own experience, and also the experience which your 
knowledge of sTr W. Vernev’s property has given you, can you speak as to the cliarnctor of 
the Irish emigrants as compared with that of emigrants from other parts of the United 
Kingdom ? 

\ es ; for my own part I chiefly employed Irishmen, though I do employ Scotchmen and 
Englishmen likewise ; and I find tlie Irishmen extremely useful ; I should say equally useful 
with any other men. 

3807. Have you observed the habits of the descendants of any of the Irish settlers, the 
Irish of the second generation; do you see a tendency to improve in them exceeding what 
you observed in the first settlers? 

The term we apply to all born in the colony is “ currency.” I have never seen any 
difference in the habits or character of the currency people, whether bom from English, 
Scotch, or Irish parents. (P. 392.) 

A. C«nntngAa»ie, Esq., Examined. (Australia.) 

4174. Have you had emigrants from different parts of the United Kingdom ? 

Yes, from all parts. 

4176. Have they all for the most part succeeded ? 

Yes ; individuals from all parts of the United Kingdom have succeeded, no doubt, in 
different proportions. However, I should say that probably the best labourers in the colony, 
those that all the masters would prefer to have, are the English, the Lowland Scotch, and 
the north of Ireland men. Of those three, probably the Englishman is the most obedient 
and the least troublesome, and the Lowland Scotchman is probably the most successful. 
He gets sooner out of the labour market into being himself a proprietor. The north of 
Ireland men apiiarentiy succeed well, many of them. 

4176. What would you say as to the other class of Irish emigrants ? 

The south of Ireland men are, many of them, useful men as labourers ; but not so lai^c a 
number of them succeed in getting out of the labour market. They are very good labourers, 
but you find very few of them employed as overseers, or in situations of that kind. 

4177. They have less education? 

Less education ; and perhaps less what we term prudence. They are, however, extremely 
useful men in their way. It is but fair to say that objections have been made by no small 
number of people in the colony with reference to the south of Ireland men, chiefly, I think, 
owing to their religion; and perhaps so long as Protestants and Roman-catholics are under- 
stooa to be almost hostile armies arrayed against each other, it is scarcely a matter of 
surprise that each party should wish the fewest recruits to the number of the opposite party; 
otherwise they are very good labourers, ami no objection would be made if they are only in 
fair proportion to the English and Scotch sent out. (P.431.) 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sir T. L. Mitchell, Examined. (Australia.) 

_242. (First Repoi-f, 1848.) 'Did you employ them indiscriminately, English, Scotch, and 
Irish, as you found them? 

Yes, as I found them. 

243. What Report are you able to make to the Committee as to the character of tire 
Irish labourers? 

From my own experience I found them the best and the most hard-working. There were 
three or four Irish labourers known to me in Sydney, whom I employed when I had any 
very hard work to do, knowing they would give me an honest day’s work, and work hard • 
they were very hard-working, strong men. 

244, Did they realize your expectations during the time you employed them ? 

Always. 

246. Did 
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245. Did you find them more difficult to manage, and less controllable than other 
labourers ? 

I think they understood better what I wanted done. (P. 25.) 



Mr. J. .B«s«arrZ, junior, Examined. 

1843. (First Report for 1848.) Was there not an engagement entered into with Mr. 
Dowling, of Van Diemen’s Land ? 

Mr. Dowling, of Van Diemen’s Land, was authorized by the colonists of Van Diemen’s 
Land, with tlie sanction of the colonial government, to come to this country and select a 
certain number of emigrants. 

1844. In what year was that? 

I think he arrived in this country in 1840 or 1841 . 

1845. Did he visit Ireland, and had you any communications with him ? 

Yes. 

1846. Will you desenbe those communications? 

When he firstarrived in England, he succeeded in getting as many emigrants as filled one 
or two ships, but with so much trouble and expense to himself that he ajjplied to Messrs. 
Carter and Bonus to know whether they would undertake to supply the difierence, and they 
stated to him that they would, provided he sent his ships to Cork, to which he at first 
objected, having very candidly stated that he had a very strong prejudice to Irish emigrants. 

1847. Was he a colonist? 

I believe he was. He subsequently agreed to send the ships to Cork, and he himsejf 
came and superintended very attentively the whole business, and returned to Van Diemen’s 
Land under very different impressions indeed. 

1848 . Did he express that difference of opinion after he had seen the emigrants? 

He did, both to me, and I believe to Her Majesty’s Land and Emigration Commissioners, 
to whom he had very' freely communicated his dislike ; at least he told me so. (P.. 174.) 



The Rev. J. D. Lang, Examined. (Australia.) 

2502. (Second Report for 1848.) We find the Scotch Highlanders in the colony much 
more willing to go into the interior and to conform to the solitary life of the colonial shep- 
herds than the generality of the Irish immigrants, from the circumstance of their being a 
pastoral people,' in a great measure, and from their being accustomed to a solitary life at 
home ; and tliat circumstance has not been sufficiently taken into account in the emigration 
of past times, with respect to a large proportion of the emigrants who come out to us. 
(P. 242.) 

Mr. Justice Then-y, Examined. (Australia.) 

3133. (Second Report for 1848.) Do you think there is anything in the nature of the 
Irish settler that unfits him for the peculiar work that is required on the part of an emigrant 
in the colony ? , ^ , x 

I am not aware that there is ; in some instances they are preferred. In some cases the 
experience of the English farmer is considered to be a great advantage, m others ihe Scotch 
emigrant is preferred ; but for some descriptions of labour many of the employers prefer the 
Irish labourer, as for shepherds, for instance, for hard labour, for ploughing, and the ordinary- 
agricultural labour. There are, I know, various opinions upon that point; hut I think the 
exercise of an impartial judgment will show that they are all received with equal favour. 
(P. 326.) 



R. B. Minturn, Esq., Examined. (The United States.) 

3246. (Second Report for 1848.) There was then no indisposition on the part of the 

Irish labourers to support themselves by honest industry? 

On the contrary, every man who was able to carry a ?]pade went to work, and although 
the Commission of Emigration commenced its operations in May, and those persons were 
authorized by law to demand assistance from them, whenever they were unabie to take care 
of themselves, there were no instances of applications from able-bodied men for admis^on 
to tJie institutions of the Commissioners until the winter set in, which greatly diminished 
out-door labour; and at no time were there chargeable to the Commissioners more than 300 
able-bodied men. 

3247. Out of the enormous number that came? 

Out of the emiaration of 50,000 Irish and 1 60,000 of all nations. (P. 330.) 

3816 . It also produces very good effects to the people, who themselves emigrate into the 

^°sSrLne effects. In Ameiica, they imbibe the spirit of the cquntiy. The Irisli who are 
said to be unwilling to work at home, are industrious in the United States. I have scarce 
ever known an able-bodied Irishman unwilling to work. I can speak with great confidence 
with regard to their indefatigable industry and willingness to work, and that they do not 
seek assistance when they can obtain labour. (P. 346.) 



(19. App.) 
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Appendix K. 



COMPARATIVE RETURN of Emigbatiok from the Ports of the U nited Kingdom at which there are G ovcrnmcnt 
Emigration Officers, for the first Foar Mouths of 1847, 1848 and 1840. 









1 84 7. 






1848 








1849. 




' — 


1 

S 

a 


British North 
America. 


li 

■3.S 

■§ J 
^(3 


< s 


TOTAL. 


1 

i 


— '1 
(fi < 


Australian 

Colonies. 


■3 § 


TOTAL. 


1 

•s 


British North 
America. 


s . 

^.I 

<<3 


All other 
Places. 


TOTAL. 


Jakuart : 






































69 


142 


256 


108 




397 


166 


671 


448 




1,866 


243 


2,057 




4,063 






16 


4,078 


3,326 


4 






3,395 






1,237 










201 




201 






143 






I2I 










9 




14 


26 


49 


112 


















Dublia .... 




























- 


nil 












100 


61 








61 












Lasdooderr]' ... 


37 








37 










nil 










nil 


Sligo and Out-porta 










nil 










nil 










nil 






















nil 












Cork 












175 


2 






177 












Waterford and Ncir Rosa 










nil 










nil 


120 






• - 


120 


Tot At. for January ... 


4,363 




274 


184 


4,721 


3,782 


6 


640 


233 


4,561 


7,749 




2,603 


273 


10,625 


February: 


































73 




169 




394 


205 




748 


294 


1,247 


694 




1,750 


228 


2,672 


Liverpool .... 


8,247 


4 




28 


8,279 


7,054 




14 


68 


7,136 


12,581 


3 


9 


88 


12.68I 


Plymoutli .... 










nil 






197 


85 


282 










033 


Glasgow and Greenock - 


95 


2 






97 


438 






2 


440 


413 






6 


41!) 


Dublin .... 


108 








103 


126 








126 


773 








773 


Belfast .... 












510 








510 


399 










Londonderry ... 






















98 










Sligo aod Out-poits 










nil 










nil 










nil 


Limerick - - . . 


60 








60 










nil 










nil 


Cork - - - - - 




















nil 


277 








279 


Waterfoi-d and New Rose 


no 








no 






- • 




nil 


20 






- - 


20 


Total for February . . - 


9,399 


" 


1S9 


190 


9,654 


8,333 




959 


449 


9,741 


16,255 


3 


2,692 


324 


18,274 


March: 
































London .... 


632 


64 


42 


145 


883 


992 


94 


754 


90a 


2,168 


1,859 


61 


2.146 


409 






17,222 






S4 


17,646 


14,136 


34 




56 


14,226 


15.867 


20 


101 












526 




628 






460 




460 












Glaagow and Greenock • 


702 


123 




17 


642 


171 


95 




11 


277 


907 












604 








604 


1,749 








1,749 


1,845 










Belfkat .... 


743 


- . 






743 


1,535 








1,535 












Londoodeny ... 


1,214 








1,214 


1,812 


315 






1,627 


1,550 


245 








Sligo aud Out-porta 


178 


670 






845 




72 






72 




33 








Limerick .... 


176 








176 




177 


- . 




177 


327 


. . 


. 




Cork - - - . . 


734 


120 






854 


1,313 


398 


















Waterford and New Roan 


179 








179 


134 








134 


945 


411 






1,856 


Total for March - - 


22,380 


1,847 


570 


216 


24,518 


21,342 


1,185 


1,214 


395 


24,136 


26,531 


923 


3,332 


535 


31,321 


April : 


1,218 


248 


200 


162 


1,826 


2,332 


276 


984 


145 


3,737 


2,881 




1,262 










10,186 




20 


24,677 


15,182 


260 




95 


15,537 


18,419 








Plymouth - _ - 










383 




674 


510 


20 


1,104 












Gla^ow and Greenock - 


1.174 


266 




13 


1,455 


1,108 


521 


64 


3 


1,696 


2.073 




ni 






Dublin .... 










2,586 


1,372 


189 






1,661 


964 


















3,471 


931 


324 






1,256 










<1 4 .1 e 


Loudooderry ... 










3,567 


1,449 


214 


















Sligo and Out-porta 










2,389 


37 


1,081 


















Limerick .... 




2,641 






8,225 


386 


3,059 


























1 


6,940 






















Waterford aod New Rosa 


249 


1,919 






2,168 


475 


1,274 






1,749 


2.165 


723 




- - 


2!b88 


Total for April - - . 


2,212 


>9,106 


311 


197 


51,826 


15.695 


9,075 


1,558 


263 


36,491 


34,649 


7,125 


2,378 




44,481 


Gkahd Total, Four Months - - 


8,154 


0,459 


1,314 


787 


90,714 


59,052 


10,266 


4,271 


1,340 


74,929 


84,184 


8,051 


11,005 


1,461 


104,701 



Return 
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Return respecting Tax in Canada on Immigrants. 



rate 

prior to Colonial Act of 
23 Marcli 1846. 


Proposed by Lord Grey. 


Enacted by the 
Canadian Lc^slatuic, 
23 March 1848. 


PRESENT RATES. 


One dollar, or 
5s. currency (about 
4s. id, sterling) on 
every adult coming 
from the United 
Kingdom. Two 
children between 
7 and 14, or three 
between 1 and 7 
years of age, reck- 
oned as one adult. 

No charge on 
children under one. 


Tax, 5 s. - 

Tax after 10 
September, 10 s. 

^fax after 1 Oc- 
tober, 15 s. 

Tax on vessels 
placed in quaran- 
tine, 10 S. to 20 S. 

Tax onEmigrants 
likely to become 
chargeable, secu- 
rity for one year, or 
10 s. 


--TaxlOs. on every 

■ Emigrant, of whatever 

■ age. 

--Tax after 20 Sep- 
, teuiber, 20s. ditto. 

- - Tax after 1 Oc- 
tober, 30s. ditto. 

- - Tax on vessels 
placed in quarantine, 

, 2s. 6 d. for every three 
days, not to exceed in 
all 20 s. 

--Taxon Emigi'ants 
likely to become 
chargeable, security 
for one year in 20 1. or 
20 s. 


Is. currency on 

every adult, and 5s. cur- 
rency on children between 
5 and 15, embarking from 
the United Kingdom un- 
der the sanction of Go- 
vernment, ascertained by 
a certificate froman officer 
of Customs at the port of 
embarkation. 

lOs.for every passenger 
or Emigrant embarking 
without such sanction. 

Children under 6 years 
exempt. 

An additional rate of 
40 s. on every passenger 
not included in the Lists 
required by the Passen- 
gers’ Act to be presented 
before departure to the 
officers of Customs. 



A RETURN of the Expense at each of the Depots or other Establishments for the 
Reception of Emigrants, during the Years 1847 and 1848 respectively; distinguishing, 
in each case, whether the Payments are made from Imperial or Colonial Funds. 

Copy of a Letter from the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners to 
Herman Merit ale, Esq. 

Colonial Land and Emigration Office, 
Sir, 16 April 1849. 

In reply to your letter of the 7th ultimo, we have the honour to enclose the Returns 
relative to Emigration Expenses, called for by the Order of The House of Commons, 
dated 19th February 1849. 

W e have, &c 

(signed) T. W. C. Murdoch. 
Frederic Rogers, 



Return of the Expenses at each of the Dep&ts or other Establishments for the 
Reception of Emigrants during the Years 1847 and 1848 respectively ; distinguishing 
in each case, whether the Payments are made from Imperial or Colonial Funds ; ana 
defining — 

1. The Amount paid for Rent of each Dep&t, and the Name of the Owner, 

2. Cost per Head of each Emigrant for Depot Expenses, specifying the Chaige for 

Lodging and Rations. 

3. Cost of Bedding and Utensils for each Emigrant, by whom supplied, and whether 

by Public or Private Contract. 

4. Expense of Establishments of Naval Agents at London and Plymouth respectively, 

with the Number of Clerks, and the Amount paid to each ; also, any wditional 
Sums paid for other and what Superintendence at the aforesaid Dep6ts, 

5. The Amount paid to each Selecting Agent in Great Britain and Ireland, aqd at what 

per Centage. 

6. The Amount per Head for the conveyance of Emigrants to the Depfits at London 

or Plymouth, and the Commission paid to Agents for shipping Emigrants at the 
Outports of Great Britain or Ireland on their way to the said Depdts. 

7. Average Amount paid, as per Contract, for the Conveyance of Emigrants to each of 

the Australian Colonies, per Statute Adult. 

8. Chaise, if any, stating the several Items, and the Amount borne by each of the 

Australian Colonies, for the Maintenance of the Colonial Land ana Emigration 
Commissioners’ Department. 



(19. App.) H, . Nob. 
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Nos. 1 and 2. 





18 4 7. 


1 848. 




£. s. d. 


£. 5 . d. 


Gross Expense of Depot ati 






Deptford ; owner, Mr. Kich- J 
ard Cooper - - -| 


- 241 6 0 - 


- 3,023 14 10 


Ditto - at Plymouth; owners, \ 


094 18 - - 


- 3,068 2 5 


Messrs. John Marshall He Uo.J 


Rent of Depots - . - 


- - nil - 


- nil. 




- - Up to 1 July same as 1847. 


Cost per * statute adult, includ-y 
ine board and lodsine. Dent- ' 


f- -P’irst day, 2s. 6d.;-i 
for subsequent days, 1 

l2s. - - -J 


Present rate : first four days, 2 .«. ; 
• for subsequent days, 1 *•. (J d. ; 


ford J 


halt rates for day of cnibavka- 
•tion, if before dinner. 


Ditto - Plymouth 


f- - Uniformly 2 s. per"! 
tdiem " “ *J 


[- - Up to 1 August same as 1 847. 
yPresent rate the same as at 




^Deptford. 



The cost is borne by the Colonies to which the Emigrants by each vessel respectively 
proceed. 

* Two children between one and fourteen years of age count as one adult j children 
under one are not counted or paid for. 



No. 3. 

The average cost of Bedding and Mess Utensils per statute adult was, in 1847 , 18 s 8d • 

and in 1848, 17 s. 7 id. ' ’’ 

These articles were supplied by private contract by Mr. Cooper, of Deptford, and paid for 
out of the deposit received from the emigrants. 



No. 4. 

N.AVAL Aoent’s Establishment. 



London: £. 

Agent 

Assistant * - - . . j 20 

Second ditto - 100 

Clerk 60 

Plymouth : 

Agent 



s. d. 

6 - 



These salaries are paid out of the Imperial Vote for Emigration Services. 

In addition to the above establishments, an officer has, during the last two vents been 
employed at London m the sm^eying branch of the duties, and paid at the rate of 2 1 i.er 
vveek ; and at Plymouth an officer has been employed since 1 April 1848 in desnateb „g 
slaps, at a salay of aoo I per annum, and 1 1. per ship for clerical assistance. These two 
officers are paid out of colonial funds. 



Brickman, Mr. C. 
Bromley, Mr. - 
Brown, Mr. John 
Bull, Mr. Humphrey 
Chew, Mr. Thomas - 
Denniston, Mr. John 
Duckham, Mr. A. B. 
.Ellis, Mr. Samuel 
Ennis, Mr. William 
Geake, Mr. 

Holt, Mr. 

Horsfall, Mr. I. T. 
Ihbs.Mr.C.W, 
Johnson, Mr. Josias - 
Kelly, Mr. 

Moore, Mr. Charles - 



No. 5. 

Amount paid to Selecting Agents, 
1847. 



£. s. d. 




3 10 - 


Morris, Mr. Charles • 


l 10 - 


Newman, Mr. James 


3 - - 


Reynold, Mr. C. B. - 


114 - - 


Roberts, Mr. William 


1 10 - 


Ross, M]'. Edward ~ 


3 - - 


Serjeant, Mr. Joseph 


11 16 — 
363 5 - 


Smedley, Mr. Joseph 
Smith, Mr. J. E. 


15 10 - 


Strange, Mr. John - 


39 15 - 


Wilcocks, Mr. J. B. - 


17 - - 


Winchcomhe, Mr. John - 


6 - - 


Withers, Mr. Frederic 


55 15 - 


Wood, Mr. Thomas - 


6 15 -• 




56 - - 


£. 


16 5 - 





£. s. d. 
6 15 - 



1 10 
1 10 
2 - 
16 5 
797 15 
- 15 
21 10 
2 15 



£.1,692 - - 



1848. 
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Alt, Rev. T. Henry - 
Berkeley, Mr. John - 
Booth, Mr. William - 
Brickman, Mr. Christopher 
Brown, Mr. John 
Bull, Mr. Humphrey 
Chapman, Mr. William ~ 
Chew, Mr Thomas - 
Chrisp, Mr. John 
Craig, Mr. TJiomasW. 
Denniston, Mr. John 
Borant, Mr. A. A. - 
Dnubell, Mr. - - - 

Duckhain, Mr. A. B. 
Edwards, Mr. Henry 
Elliott, Mr. John 
Ellis, Mr. Samuel - 
Eiiuals, Mr. WUliam 
Fox, Mr. Henry 
Golding, Mr. James 
Graves, Captain A. - 
Hatton, Mr. W. - - 

Haytliorn, Mr. Fergus 
Hayward, Mr. Jacob S. - 
Hervey, Mr. James - 
Hickton, Mr. Janies - 
Hoad, Mr. Francis - 
Holby, Mr. James - 
Holloway & Sons 
Horne, Mr. R. H. - 
Horsfall, Mr. J.T. - 
Hutchinson, Mr. Bingham 
Ibbs, Mr. C. W. - 
limes, Mr. Norman - 
Johnston, Mr. Josias 
Johnson, Mr. - - - 

Just, Mr. Pat. - 
Keable, Mr. C. B. - 
Kilgour, Dr. - - - 

Langhani, Mr. Lewis 
‘Lasseter, Mr. Richard 
liC Lievre, Mr. James 



1848. 



£. 


s. 


d. 




£. 


5. 


d. 


35 


- 


- 


Liardet, Mr. Evelyn - 


f> 


10 


- 


21 


5 


- 


Lodwidge, Mr. J. 


14 


5 


- 


4 


5 


— 


Macliin, Mr. William 


2 


- 


— 


230 


15 


- 


M'Intyre, Mr. Peter - 


09 


5 


_ 


21 


_ 


- 


Marshall & Co. 


94 


_ 


_ 


316 


10 


- 


Mercer, Mr. George D. 


42 


10 




45 


5 


_ 


Mitchell, Mr. Robert 


2 


_ 


_ 


45 


_ 


_ 


Moore, Mr. Chai-les - 


154 


15 


_ 


1 


10 


_ 


Morris, Mr. Charles - 


22 


10 


_ 


8 


10 


_ 


Newman, Mr. James 


72 


5 




20 


10 


- 


Oxley, Mr. Joseph - 


5 


15 


- 


51 


10 


— 


Parker, Mr. Joseph - 


1 


10 


- 


1 


_ 


_ 


Rae, Mr. George 


ll 


- 


- 


27 


5 


- 


Reynolds, Mr. C. B.- 


32 


5 


- 


20 


— 




Richardson, Mr. Frederic - 


30 


— 


— 


6 


10 


_ 


Roberts, Mr. William 


12 


5 


- 


280 


5 


_ 


Rodger, Mr. Peter - 


6 


10 


- 


52 


_ 


_ 


Ross, Mr. Edward - 


5 


10 


- 


87 


10 


_ 


Russell, Mr. H. R. - 


103 


15 


_ 


32 


15 


_ 


Rutherford, Mr. Andrew - 


24 


15 


- 


26 


5 


_ 


Saunders, Mr. W. E. 
Smedley, Mr. Joseph 


7 


5 


- 


88 


10 


_ 


11 


5 


- 


20 


5 




Smith, Mr. J. E. 


24 


5 


— 


12 


- 


_ 


Stephenson, Mr. William - 


16 


- 


- 


SI 


15 


_ 


Strange, Mr. John - 


26 


5 


— 


3 


10 


_ 


Suffield, Mr. C. - - 


1 


10 


_ 


3 


15 




Sutherland, Mr. John 


68 


- 


- 


4 


5 


_ 


Thorngate, Mr. John B. - 


7 


5 


- 


12 


15 


_ 


Watson, Mr. Jolm - 


2 


— 




2 


_ 


_ 


Webb, Messrs. R. B. - 


18 


10 


_ 


110 


5 


_ 


White, Mr. Edwai-d - 


19 


5 


_ 


2 


15 


_ 


Wileocks, Mr. J. B. - 


1,763 


10 


- 


75 


10 


_ 


Winchcombe, Mr. John - 


37 


15 


_ 


663 


_ 


_ 


Withers, Mr. Frederic 


104 


10 


- 


91 


10 


_ 


Wood, Mr. James 


63 


5 


- 


3 


_ 


_ 


Wood, Mr. Thomas - 


86 


15 




73 


15 


_ 


Woolsey, Mr. W. W. 


1 


10 


- . 


39 


5 


- 


Wynyard, Captain W. 


8 


- 




12 

1 


15 


- 


Total - - - £. 


5,626 


5 


- 


11 


10 




1 



Tlie fees to Agents are borne by different Colonial Funds. They include all expenses of 
advertising, travelling, postage. See . ; and are payable only on such persons as may have 
been approved, and actually embarked. They are at the following rates : — 



For each married couple - - - - - - -£.110- 

„ single woman - - - - - - - -15- 

,, single man - - - - - - • - - 10 - 



No fees are paid for children under 14 years of age. 

The total amount paid to Agents in 1847, was 1,592/.— The number of Emigrants sent 
out hy the Commissioners was 4,133. 

The total amount paid to Agents in 1848, was 5,626 I 5*.— The number of Emigrants 
sent out by the Commissioners was 18,611. 



No. 6. 

The Commissioners pay out of Colonial Funds for the conveyance of Emigrants from 
only four places ; viz. from Leith and Hull to London, and from Dublin and Cork to 
Plymouth, at the under-mentioned rates : 

, ^ f-- Two children between one and fourteen years 

Leith, W. - adult. I of age count as one adult 5 children under oneare 

Hull, 7 s. - - „ ■ [not counted or paid for. 

Dublin, 13 s. 6 rf. per adult (■-- Two children between one and ten years of 
Cork, 1 - „ -lage count as one adult. 

At Leith and Hull, 1 s. per adult is allowed to an Agent for superintending the embark- 
ation of Emigrants. But at Dublin and Cork this service is performed without fee by the 
Emigration OCBcers stationed at those ports. 



(19. App.) 
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No. 7. 



The average amount of contract Price per Adult, for tlie conveyance of Emigrants to tlie 
Australian Colonies, during the years 1847 and 1848, was as follows : 



1847. 



1848. 



New South Wales - 



- 12 



d. £. s. d. 

8 i 12 12 9 J 



South Australia 



- ' - - I 12 19 -I 



11 19 11 J 



No. 8. 

The expense of the Commissioners’ Establishment is annually voted by Parliament ; but, 
in consequence of the increase in the emigration, it has been necessary to employ extra 
clerks, paid at daily rates, varying from 3 s. to 6 s. ; and also to engage, from March 1848, 
an additional oCRce and olRce-heeper. The extra expenditure not voted by Parliament ia 
borne by New South Wales, South Australia, and the Cape of Good Hope, in proportion to 
the number of Emigrants despatched to each. The gi'oss amount, as near as can be stated, 
was 320 1 . for the year 1847, and 2,140 1 . for the year 1848. 



It has been found impossible, without great delay and labour, to prepare a Return 
showing tlie number of Agricultural Labourers, as distinguished from Mechanics and others, 
sent out by the Emigration Commissioners to AushaJia. 



Number of Calais Refugees sent to Australia. 



COLONY. 


NUMBER 
OF SOULS. 


New South Wales - - - _ _ 


378 


South Australia - - . _ . _ ' 


23G 


Total - - - 


614 



EXTRACTS from Official Documents in the possession of the Colonial Land and 
Emigration Commissioners, on the Subject of Irish Emigration to New South 
Wales and South Australia. 



Extract from Report, for the Year 1839, of the Committee of the Legislative Council 
of New South Wales on Emigration. 

There is danger lest the choice of subjecte for emigration at the cost of the Colony should 
come to be decided rather by consideration for local interests in England than for those of 
the Australian community; that such a tendency does exist, and Sae to a certain extent 
prevailed, IS clear, from the accounts received by your Committee of the descrintion of a 
large portion (even so great as one-third) of the Immigrants from Ireland, in wLse case 
either from the want ot a efficient care m the selection, or from other causes not obvious to’ 
your Committee, there exists a disinclination on the part of the public to emnlov them «:o 
readdy as others, insomuch that it frequently has become necessary to dischige them 
from the Immigration Barrack without having obtamed an engagement; being thus^witliout 
resource, they become a burden to themselves and to the Colony. ® w‘uiouc 



Extract of Evidence of Mr. N. James, before the Committee. 

Do you consider the Irish Immigrants you have introduced as, generally speakine noon a 
par with any other, in point of qualifications ? , « s speaxing, upon a 

As far as I can judge, they have not been considered to be so by the settlers generally. 



Extract from Evidence of A. B. Smith, Esq., before the Committee. 

Do many Irish Immigrants arrive here by your ships from Liverpool i 
Generally speaking, two-fifths are Irish. 

Do you experience any difficulty in disposing of tiem in service, as if they were less 
esteemed than English or others ? ■' “ 

. They are less esteemed than English and Scotch, who always go oif first. 



Extract 
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Extract from Report, for the Year 1841, of the Committee of the Legislative Council 
of New South Wales, on Immigration. 

But, in one respect, your Committee think that a very salutary improvement might be intro- 
duced, that is, in apportioning the stations of vessels chartered for Emigi-ants with greater 
attention to the local circumstances and comparative claims of the various divisions of the 
United Kingdom ; those vessels, as appeare from a Return in the Appendix, have been 
deyiatched uom 20 different ports; but the bounty ships from England have been confined 
to London, Plymouth and Liverpool; and from Scotland, to Leith and Greenoclf ; while 
one-third oftbeships chartered by Government have sailed from Irish ports. Your Committee 
cannot pass unnoticed a circumstance which attracted serious attention on tlie part of 
the public, namely, that, of the entire number of Immigrants brought to the Colony, one- 
third have been Roman Catholics; the ships from Plymouth have introduced 11 of that 
denomination for eveiy 15 Protestants, and from Liverpool the proportions are as 11 to 27, 
while from the Irish ports the numbers of Roman Catholics compared with Protestants are ■ 
as two to one ; there is obviously a departure from the principles of justice in an arrange- 
ment which leads to such a result, the proportion above stated being widely at variance 
with the respective numbers of the religious persuasions in this Colony, and with the relative 
contributions of Protestants and Roman Catholics toward the Land Fuad, from which the 
means of supporting immigration are derived ; they are at variance no less with the admitted 
principle, that the expenditure of that fund should be regulated by a just consideration for 
the advantages of all parts of the United Kingdom ; with a ,view, theiefore, to correct the 
existing inequality, and to afford a more general participation in the benefit of emigration 
to those counties in England and Wales from which a most desirable class of persons may be 
obtained, your Committee beg to'suggest, that Portsmouth, Milford Haven, Lynn and Hull 
should, for the future, be included among the ports from which ships for the conveyance of 
Emigrants take their departure. 



Extract from Report of Immigration Board at Port Phillip, dated 7 March 1844, 
on Immigrants by the “ Royal Consort.” 

We beg further to observe, that when we consider the class of Immigrants which have 
been heretofore sent out, we would most strongly recommend that the selections in future be 
chiefly made in the rural districts, and in fair proportions from England, Ireland and 
Scotland, so tliat tlie preponderance may not be, as formerly, in favour of the south and 
south-west counties of Ireland. 



Extract of Return from Immigration Agent at New South Wales, for the Quarter 
ended 31 March 1844. 

On former occasions such as the present, it has been remarked, that the greater number of 
persons from the south and soutli-west of Ireland are generally unequal to the duties ot 
the calling they profess to be of, useless for a time, until they are taught to be useful, and by 
no means a desirable class of people. 



Extract of Letter from Rev. J. D. Lang, d.d., Member of the Legislative Council of 
New South Wales, to Right Honourable Earl Grey, dated 25 March 1847. 

I have the honour to represent to your Lordship, that I have recently returned to England 
from the Colony of New South Wales, chiefly with a view to promote an extensive emigra- 
tion of virtuous and industrious Protestants of the middle and humbler classes of society, 
from the Mother Country to that Colony, and thereby to prevent its being overrun, to the 
great danger and deti-iment of the cause of civil and religious liberty in Australia and the 
southern hemisphere generally, with a Roman Catholic immigration from the south and 
west of Ireland ; a consummation with which the Colony has been threatened for the last eight 
years and upwards, and of which not a few of its Protestant inhabitants conceive it is at this 
moment in imminent danger. 

Embarking for England with this view, I was entrusted with various petitions fi-om 
Protestants of all denominations residing in various parts of the territoiy, but particularly in 
the district of Port Pliillip, to your Lordship’s predecessor. Lord Stanley, pointing out the 
peculiar grievance under which the petitioners liave hitherto laboured, in being inundated at 
the public expense with an Irish Roman Catholic population. 



Extract of Petition enclosed in above Letter from Dr. Lang, signed by 504 Inhabitants 
of the County of Bourke, in the District of Port Phillip. 

That of the former two classes above-mentioned, the masters or employers of labour, 85 
per cent., or thereabouts, are natives of England and Scotland, and the remaining 15 per cent, 
of Ireland, almost the whole of this class being British Protestants ; while of the latter class, 
the servants or labourers, the proportions may be inferred from the following fact, exhibited 

"(19. App.) h 3 in 
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in tile Report of the Immigration Committee of the Legislative Council of New South Wales 
for the year 1842, viz., that the total amount of immigration into the entire Colony i'rom tlie 
1st January 1S4I till the 30th June 1842 (at which period iinmigi-ution received a temporary 
check), was 16,802 from Ireland, chiefly Roman Catholics from the southern portions of that 
island, and only 8,438 from England and Scotland together. 

That, without desiring to impute blame in any quarter, particularly for the niismanage- 
ment which such a state of things would appear to imply in the iinmigratioii department 
of the public service of this Colony, your petitioners would betr most respectfully to submit 
to your Lordship whether it is not a manifest injustice to the humbici- classes of Groat 
Britain, as well as to your Lordship’s petitioners and the other Protestant inhabitants of 
Port Phillip, who have hitherto been the principal, if not exclusive contributors of tlic 
immigration fund, that Ireland should thus derive four times the amount of bonolit to 
which it is fairly entitled from the expenditure of that fund, as compared with England 
and Scotland together. 

Similar petitions, forwai'ded by Dr. Lang, from 324 inhabitants of Geelong ; 36 iiiliubilaiits 
of the Goulbourn River District; 26 inhabitants of Portland Bay, and 14 inliabitaiits of 
Port Fairy District. 



Exteact of a Petition from 23 Inhabitants of Brisbane Town, Moreton Bay, also forwarded 
by Dr. Lang. 

That under this system a very large proportion, probably 80 per cent., of the j)urchasers 
of land in this Colony have been Protestants from Great Britain and the nortii of Ireland, 
while a very large proportion of the free Emigrants imported at the public expense with the 
funds contributed by these Protestants, through the purchase of waste land, have bcoj 
Roman Catholics, chiefly from the south-west of Ireland ; tlie whole number of Emigrants 
introduced into the Colony in this way from tlie 1st of January 1841 to the 30th of June 
1842, the period during which there was the greatest amount of this description of emigra- 
tion, having been 25,330 (twenty-five thousand three hundred and thirty), of wliom not 
fewer than 16,892 (sixteen thousand eight hundred and ninety-two) were from Ireland, 
chiefly Roman Catholics from the soutli-west of tliat island, and only 8,438 (eight thousand 
four hundred and thirty-eight) from England and Scotland together. 

That your petitioners cannot but ascribe a state of things so peculiarly injurious, and 
likely, if continued, to prove eventually so disastrous to the interests of Protestiuitism in 
this Colony,_ to the grossest mismanagement on the part of the civil authoj'ities of the C(>l(my» 
in not requiring the importers of free emigrants at the public expense to import them in fair 
and equitable proportions from each of the three United Kingdoms. 

That the evils arising from this disproportionate introduction of Irish Roman CuthoticH 
into this Colony under the system of bounty emigration had been greatly aggravated by the 
well-known fact, that from the first settlement of this Colony in tne year 1788 till Uie final 
discontinuance of transportafion to New South Wales in the year 1841 , Irish convicts (of 
whom 95 per cent, were uniformly Roman Catholics, chiefly from the south and west of 
Ireland) were transported exclusively to New South Wales and to Van Diemen’s Land. 

That the elements of society in this Colony consist, therefore, to a vast and alarming extent 
materials as Protestants from the United Kingdom, with the melancholy example 
of Ireland before their eyes, cannot regard with any degree of confidence for the maintenance 
of that cml and religious liberty which constitutes alike the birthright and the glory of 
Britons, and the best security for their social advancement. ’’ 

That as emigration at the public expense, which has been discontinued for some time 
past, m consequence of the general depression of the Colony, is now expected to be resumed 
with the returning prosperity of the countiw, your petitioner, anxious alike for tlie mainte- 
nance of their common Protestantism, and for the future peace and good government of 

their adopted country, humbly request tliat your Lordship will be pleased to take the 
premises into your favourable consideration, and to give the requisite directions for eiisiirinir 
a lair and equitable proportion of the future emigration of this description from the British 
and Protestant portions of the United Kingdom. 



Extract of Despatch from Sir H. E. F. Young to Right Hon. Earl Grey 
dated Adelaide, 10 September 1848. ’ 

I HAVE the honour to forward a South Australian Government Gazette, containimr the 
appointment of an Irish Orphan Emigration Committee, in pursuance of the instructioiiK 
co^eyed to me m your Lordship's despatch, No. 28, of the 28 th February last. 

Your Loiriship will obseiwe, that the Committee comprises the prelates of tlie churches of 
England and Rome, the Presbyterian minister, the Wesleyan minister, two non-oflirinl 
members of the Legislative Council, the Advocate-general, the Protector of Aborigines an 
two highly respectable colonists not holding office under the local government “ ' 

The Roman Catholic prelate, the Dr. Murphy, is at present at Sydney but 

in^hls^stead * *^*^'^ ^ absence bis Vicar-genera! has been requested to attend the Committeo 

' *1 * to your Lordship an extract minute of the Committee at 

riiem second meeting (the Roman Catholic Vicar-general and Captain Bagot being absent) 
held on the 4th September instant, in which is eml)odied,as they report, decidll opS 

of 
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of ll)e great body of tlic colonists, that tlie emigration of orphans to South Australia should 
not he composed exclusively of children from Ireland, but that it should include a due 
proportion of English and Scotch orphans. 



Extract referred to. 

Extract from Minute of Irish Orphan Committee, 4 September 1848. 

The Committee, in carrying out the intentions of Her Majesty’s Government with regard 
to the Irish emigrant orphans, is desirous of recording its opinion, that such an emigration 
will not be acceptable to the inhabitants of South Australia, unless the relative proportion 
of the population of Ireland to that of Great Britain be duly observed j and they would 
request his Excellency, in communicating the proceedings of the Committee to the Right 
Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, to transmit also the above resolution, as 
embodying the decided feeling of the great body of the colonists. 



Extract of Report of Irish Orphan Committee to the Colonial Secretary of 
South Australia, dated 20 November 1848. 

Tde Board is of opinion, that the Immigrants were as useful a class as could, at the present 
time, have been sent to the Colony, and would recommend the Lieutenant-Governor to advise 
Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies to send out, during the next 
year, from tliree to four hundred young females. The Board would, however, strongly, but 
respectfully, urge the principle of their Minute of the 4th of September last, which states tliat 
“ such emigration will not be acceptable to the inhabitants of South Australia, unless the 
relative proportion of the population of Ireland to that of Great Britain be duly observed.” 



Extract of Despatch from Sir H. E. F. Young to the Right Honourable Earl Grey, 
dated Adelaide, 12 October JS48. 

The colonists of South Australia are very desiroius that the funds for emigration purposes, 
which are locally raised, should be expended in due proportion in procuring the most 
eligible of the labouring classes of Scotland as well as of England and Ireland. They 
object to Soutli Australian money being expended exclusively on emigration from England, 
or on emigration from Ireland ; and they are dissatisfied that emigration does not proceed as 
rapidly and as extensively as are the remittances of funds from the Colony, and that any 
steps should have been adopted tending to check emigration from Scotland. They would 
gladly receive Emigrants from any country, provided they be sent without expense to the 
Colony ; but in respect to emigrants whose passage-money is to be drawn from the Colony, 
they wish, as fer as circumstances will allow, that the emigration should not be confined 
exclusively or disproportionately to any one portion of Great Britain. 



B ETURN of the Number of Emigrants approved by the Coloni al Land and Emigration 
Commissioners, in accordance with the Provisions of the Irish Poor Relief Extension 
Act, 10 Viet. c. 31. 



1 848. 


1 8 49. 


















ONION. 


DATS. 


'SOULS. 


ADULTS. 








ADULTS. 


Kilrush - 


n April • 


124 


102 


Manorhamilton 


15 March - 


90 


86 


Tipperary 


19 „ 

22 „ 


85 

6 


30 

ii 


Baltinglass - 


16 April - 


442 


843^ 


Londonderry - 


1 June - 


8 




Ballycastle - 


28 „ 


80 


26 


Ecnis ' 


16 July 


8 


H 


Coleraine 


10 May - 


3 






21 August- 










Louehrea 


28 „ - 


. 8 


7 


Coleraine 


10 „ 


66 


45J 


Lifitowel 


.9 Nov. - 
28 „ 


18 

4 


. 12i 
3 


Rilrush 


12 „ 


149 


13!i 


Manorhamilton 


23 Dec. - 


7 


5 


Naas - 


21 „ 


3 


2 






234 


188J 






778 


C86i 



31 May 1849. 



(IQ.App.) a 4 LIST 
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APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



LIST of the Unions in Ireland from which have been selected Female Orphans. 



1848 - 49 . 



NO. OF 
SHTPS. 


NAME OP SHIP. 


NAME 


OP 


UNION. 






COLONY. 




1848: 














1 


“Earl Grey” - 


Newry 


- 


- 


- 


10 


Sydney. 






Kilkeel 


- 


- 


- 










Castleblayney 


- 


- 


- 


14 








Carrickmacross 




- 


- 


15 








Monaghan 


- 


- 


- 


7 








Clones 


- 


- 


- 


18 








Clogher 




- 


- 


17 








Castlederg 


- 


- 


- 


6 








Strahane - 


- 


- 


- 


18 








Londonderry 


- 


- 


- 


26 








Coleraine - 


- 


- 


- 


12 








IN ewtownlimavady 


- 


- 


9 








BaLlycaatie 


- 


- 


- 


2 








Maenerafeit 


- 


- 


- 


24 








Lame 


- 


- 


- 


9 








Belfast 


. 


- 


_ 


4 








Cookstown 


_ 


- 


- 


10 








Dungannon 




- 


- 


16 
















220 




3 


“ Koman Emperor ” 


Newry 








10 








Kilkeel 


- 


- 


> 


4 








(Jastleblayney 


- 


- 


- 


14 








Carrickmacross 


. - 


.. 


. 










Monaghan 


- 


- 


- 


7 








Clones 




. 


- 










Clogher 


- 


- 


- 


15 








Castlederg - 


- 


- 


- 


6 








Strabane - 




_ 


. 










Londonderry 


- 


- 


- 


27 








Coleraine - 


_ 


. 


. 










IN ewtownlimavady 


- 


. 


9 








iviagherafelt 


- 


- 


- 


21 








Larne 


_ 


_ 


_ 










Cookstown. 


. 


- 


. 










Dungannon 


- 


- 


- 


15 








Belfast 


- 




- 










Ballycastle 


- 


- 


- 


3 
















219 




3 


Lady Kennaway ” - 


Sligo 








40 


Port Phillip. 






Donegal - 


. 


_ 


- ' 


23 








Duntanaghy 


. 


_ 


- 1 


7 








Letterkenny 


- 


- 


- i 


19 








Milford 


- 


_ 


- ' 


9 








Tuam 


_ 


_ 


- ! 


25 








Ballmasloe 


_ 




. 


38 








Balhna 


- 






25 








Dublin 


- 


- 


- 


5 
















101 
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List of the Unions iu Ireland from which have been selected Female Orphans — continued. 



NAME OP SHIP. 



NAME OF ONION. 



1 848 — continued^ 
‘ Inchinnan ” - 



‘ Digby ” 



1849 : 
“ Pemberton ” 



‘ Lady Peel " 



(19. Apr.) 



Galway 

Ballyshannon 

Mohill 

Loughrea - 

Ballina 

BalUnasloe 

Tuam 

Sligo 

Dublin 



Boyle 
Loughrea - 
Granard - 
Castlerea - 
Longford 
Athlone 
Cavan 

South Dublin 
Letterkenny 



Hibernian M. School - 
South Dublin 
Lisuaskea - - - 

Limerick - - - 

Kilrush - - - 

Nenagh - - - 

Mallow - 
Roscrea - - - 

Tipperary - - - 



Newcastle - 
Mullingar - 
Tullamore - 
Mountmellick - 
Parsonstown 
Limerick - 
Tipperary - 
North Dublin - 



Carrick-on-Shannon 

Athy 

Cashel 

Baltinglass 

Carlow 

Thurles 



Sydney. 



Sydney. 



Port Phillip. 



South Australia. 



Sydney. 



(continued) 
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APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



List of the Unions in Ireland from which have been selected Female Orphans—rawD'nwtrf. 



NO. OF 
SHIPS. 


N.4ME OP SHIP. 


NAME OP UNION. 


COI.ONY. 




1849 — continued. 








9 


“ New Liverpool” - 


Gorey - - - - 


15 


Port Phillip. 






Dungarvon - - - 


18 








Ardee - - - - 


22 








Callan _ - - - 


18 








Clonmel 


28 








Carrick-on-Suir - 


12 








Waterford - - - - i 


25 








1 New Ross - - - - ' 


1C 








Enniscorthy - - - 


25 








Shillelagh - - - - 


10 








Balrothery - - - 


10 










199 




10 


“ Elgin ” 


Skibbereen - - - 


85 


South Australia. 






Killarney - - - - 


, 35 








Permoy - - - - 


30 








Lismore - - - - 


1 20 








Clonmel - - - - 


16 










1 190 





Appendix 
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APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF BVIDSNCB BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



A RETURN (framed from Quarterly Statements furnished by the Conmrissiooers of Customs) of the 

the 31st 









NORTH ABIERICAN COLONIES. 


BRITISH WEST INDIES. 


PORTS 
























































EMBARKATION. 


p 


S i 

a < 


Canads. 


1 

2 

z 


|o 

z 


1 


3-0 

& 


3 


'I 


British Guiai 


1 

1 


O 


Total. 


London - 


5,854 




453 










458 












Beaumaris 


37 





197 


— 


— 





— 


197 


_ 





_ 








Bideford 





... 


110 


7 


— 





75 


201 


_ 





_ 







Bridgewater 


— 


— 


3 


— 


— 


— 


— 


3 


_ 





_ 





_ 


Bristol . - . 


131 


— 


59 


11 


— 


5 





75 







_ 








Cardiff ■ 
Gloucester 




— 


20 


— 


— 


— 


— 


20 


- 




- 


~ 


“ 


Hull 


231 


47 


573 


7 


— 








580 


_ 




_ 






Liverpool - - - 


67,726 


806 


5,960 


186 


450 


46 


193 


6,834 


75 


85 








Newcastle- 


9 


























Newport - 


22 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 




— 


_ 





_ 







Padstow - 


— 


— 


206 














296 












Penzance - 


— 





150 


— 


— 








150 


_ 










Plymouth- 


— 


— 


504 


— 








18 


C12 












Poole ... 


— 





8 


























St. Ives ... 


— 




73 





— 








73 


_ 










Southampton - 


— 


145 


222 





— 








OO.T 


_ 










Stockton ... 







81 


























Wevmouth 






36 


























Whitehaven 


_ 




— 


— 




— 


- 




- 


- 


- 


5 


5 


Total, England 


74,012 


496 


8,795 


210 


450 


51 


386 


0,798 


75 


85 


= 


136 


298 


Aberdeen ... 
Alloa ... 

Ayr .... 


1 1 1 


- 


277 

4 

12 


- 


18 


- 


- 


295 

4 


- 


- 




- 


- 


Dundee - 


7 





76 











r n 








— 


— 


Glasgow - 
Greenock . - - 

Inverness ... 


1,150 


27 


1,187 

32 


4 

34 


22 

17 


GO 


— 


1,213 

143 

44 

13 

16 


10 

16 


13 

19 


18 

30 


29 

7 


70 

72 


Leith - 

Port Glasgow • 


— 


~ 


13 




1 


- 


- 


8 


- 


- 


6 


14 


Stornoway 

























14 




Wick 


— 


— 


81 




- 


- 


- 


81 


- 


— 


_ 




_ 


Total, Scotland - 


1,1.57 


27 


1,7=0 


60 


58 


60 


- 


1,903 


43 


35 


61 


.'30 


185 


Baltimore 

Belffist ... 
Cork ... 

Drogheda- 


881 

1,383 


- 


537 

2,674 

2,344 


1,546 

3,439 




- 


- 


2,083 

2,674 

6,683 


- 


5 


_ 






Dublin ... 
Galway ... 
Limerick ... 
Londonderry 
Newiy ... 
Ross ... 

Sligo . - - 

Tralee ... 
Waterford 

Westport ... 


861 

290 

2,965 

871 

2 

226 

91 


1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 U 


1,764 

448 

4,886 

1,018 

888 

867 

4,798 

1,163 

1,180 

280 


186 

909 

96 

1,421 

134 

682 

629 

127 

01 


60 

121 


1 1 1 1 1“ 1 il 1 




65 

1,939 

1,442 

4,482 

2,439 

522 

944 

5,480 

1,861 

1,753 

871 




1 1 1 1 1 1 M 1 1 1 






1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 


Total, Ireland - - 

Geand Total, United) 
Kingdom - .J' 


7,070 


- 


=1,7=0 


9,414 


100 


412 


- 


31,738 


- 


5 


- 


- 


5 


82,239 


625 


82,242 


9,690 


698 


523 


286 


43,489 


118 




125 


63 


102 


483 



Colonial Land and Emig-raiioa Office, March 1849. 
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Emigrants who embaiked from the severnl Ports of the United Kingdom daring the Year ended 
December 1846. 



Foreigo West Indies. 


1 


i 




Mauritius. 


Western Africa and 
Madeira. 


I 


AUSTRAUAH COLONIES. [ 




PORTS 

EMBARKATION. 


Sydney. 


Port Phillip. 


1 

1 


J 

8 


Total. 




















423 




425 


6,737 


London. 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


234 


Beaumaris. 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


201 


Bidefbrd. 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


3 


Bridgewater. 


— 


— 


— 


_ 


1 


— 


— 


_ 


. — 


— 


— 


— 


207 


Bristol. 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


2 


Cardifif. 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


20 


Gloucester. 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


85S 


Hull. 


50 


03 


18 


4 


19 


90 


36 


28 


21 


1 


6 


56 


75,604 


Liverpool. 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


9 


Newcastle. 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


22 


Newport. 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


. — 


— 


— 


. — 


— 




Padstow. 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 





— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


150 


Penzance. 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


273 


— 


— 


1,636 


— 


1,036 


2,521 


Plymouth. 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


8 


Poole. 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


73 


St. Ives. 


— 


. — 


— 


— 


— 


— 


285 


— 


_ 


90 


— 


90 


692 


Southampton. 


























31 


Stockton. 


— 


■ — 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


88 


Weymouth. 




— 


— 


— 


— 




— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 




Whiteliaven. 


50 


03 


18 


4 


20 


99 


544 


28 


21 


2,152 


6 


: 2,207 


87,611 


Total, England. 












j 
















Aberdeen. 


























, 





4 


Alloa. 





































12 


Ayr. 





3 

























— 





86 


Dundee. 


11 









2 











49 





— 


49 


2,548 


Glasgow. 













19 


6 





3 


3 





— 


11 


276 


Greenock. 
















' 














— 





44 


Inverness. 
























0 





10 


88 


Leith. 





2 
















_ 







— 





88 


Port Glasgow. 








: 











— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


6 


Stornoway- 


— 


— 


— : 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


81 


Wiok. 


11 


46 


- 


- 


21- 


6 


1 


S 


00 


s 


- 


70 


3,427 


Totax, Scotland. 


























2,083 


Baltimore. 








. 
















1 








3,660 


Belfast. 
































7,066 


Cork. 
















■ 


1 


_ 





' 


_ 


— 


65 


Drogheda. 





























— 





2,800 


Dublin. 































— 


— 


1,732 


Galway. 

































4,482 


Limerick. 










. 











— 


_ 










6,404 


Londonderry. 





























— 


— 


893 


Newry. 













' 




















946 


Ross, 






















__ 


_ 





— 


— 


6,706 


Sligo. 












— 





_ 


_ 








_ 


1,361 


Trdee. 


































1,844 


Waterford. 


- 


- 


- 




— 


- 


“ 


- 


- 


- 


— 


— 


371 


Westport. 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


38,818 


Total, Ireland. 


— 




























61 


100 


18 


4 


41 


105 


545 


36 


81 


2,154 








L Kingdom. 



S. WALCOTT, Secretary. 



(19. App.) 
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APPENDIX TO MINUTES OP EVIDENCE BEFOUE SELECT COMMITTEE 



A RETURN (fi'aaied from Quarterly Stateiueiits furnished by the Commissiuiiers of Customs) of the 

tlioaist 











NORTH AMERICAN COLONIES. 


BRITISH 


WES 


r INDIL 


s. 


PORTS 

EMBARKATION, 


i 

I 

D 


= ■«! 
O 




5 

R 


< 1 

g® 
'A £. 

I-' 


1 


J 




1 


British Guiana. 




Other Settlements. 


Total. 


London ... 


0,084* 


32 


1,834* 


10 


_ 


_ 


— 


1,844* 


- 


— 


- 




_ 


Aberystivylh 


70 


— 


n 230 


— 


— 


— 


“ 




“ 


— 


“ 


— 




Beaumaris ... 


80 


— 




— 


— 


— 




■ — 


~ 


— 








Bideford ... 








24 


— 


— 


— 






- 


— 


“ 


— 


— 


Bridgewater 


— 


— 


55 


— 


— 


— 


— 


55 


- 


— 


“ 


— 


— 


Bristol ... 


. 440 


— 


145 


— 


— 


— 




136 


“ 


— 




— 




CaevnarTou • - . 


10 


_ 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Cardiff 





6 . 


4 


— 


— 


— 


— 


4 


- 


— 




— 


— 


Falmouth ... 








211 


— 


— 


— 


— 


211 


- 


— 


— 




— 


Gloucester - 








— 


6 


— 


— 


— 


6 


- 


— 


- 




— 


Hull .... 


48 


_ 


286 


2 





— 


— 


288 


— 


— 


2 




2 


Liverpool ... 


102,024 


361 


26,402 


1,425 


565 


133 


459 


29,044 


46 


65 


9 






MarvRort ... 


— 


— 


29 





— 


— 


— 


29 


- 


— 


- 


— 


— 


Milford 








31 








— 


— 


31 


- 


— 


- 


— 


— 


Newcastle - 


15 


1 


1 


8 


— 


— 


— 


4 


- 


— 


- 


— 


— 


Newport ... 


12 


3 


8 


8 


— 


— 


— 


16 


- 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Padstow ... 








640 







— 


— 


646 


- 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Penzance ... 








60 


15 




— 


— 


81 


- 


— 


- 


— 


— 


Plymouth ... 


353 





1,121 


— 


— 


— 


20 


1,141 


- 


— 


- 


— 


— 


Portsmouth ... 


525 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


- 


— 


— 


Poole - - - - 








15 








— 


— 


15 


- 


— 


— 


— 


! 


St Ives ... 








63 








— 





63 


— 







— 


— 


Southampton 


— 


— 


169 


— 


— 


— 


— 


169 


- 


— 


- 


— 


— 


Trnro .... 





_ 


101 








— 


— 


101 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


"Weymoutli - 








4 














4 


- 




— 


— 


— 


Whitehaven ... 


3 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 




— 


6 


— 


- 


— 


6 


ToTAt, England - - 


113,870 


402 


31,505 


1,469 


565 


133 


536 


84,208 


52 


65 


11 


07 


195 


Aberdeen ... 


_ 


_ 


304 


8 


71 








438 


_ 










_ 


Alloa - 




— 


2 







— 





2 


_ 





— 


— 


— 


Dundee - 


6 





65 


2 











67 


_ 





_ 








Glasgow 


3,470 


21 


1,682 


18 


99 


7 





2,006 


17 


24 


10 


12 


03 


Greeuock . - - 


299 





1,133 


29 


13 


96 





1,271 


0 


18 


30 


10 


07 


Kirkwall - . . 


7 























_ 





_ 








Leith .... 








1 




















_ 




10 


Port Glasgow 


1 





18 


17 











35 




8 


13 


7 


28 


W’ick .... 


— 


— 


282 


— 


116 


— 


“ 


398 


- 


— 


- 


- 


— 


Totai, Scotland - - 


8,782 


21 


3,747 


70 


290 


108 


- 


4,219 


29 


50 


S3 


30 


163 


Ballina ... 


_ 




1,035 






















Bailvshannon 























_ 










Baltimore ... 


— 


— 


— 


737 











737 




_ 


_ 








Belfast ... 


8,938 





6,911 












7,059 


_ 




_ 






Coleraine ... 


67 
























Cork .... 


4,360 


— 


9,734 


3,101 


324 





_ 


13,159 


_ 





_ 








Dublin ... 


2,435 





6,536 


164 











6,700 


_ 










Dundalk ... 


113 






















Galway ... 


2,478 





879 


2,062 












_ 





_ 







Limerick ... 


1,784 





9,378 


571 












_ 




_ 







Londonderry 


5,645 





3,720 














_ 











Newry 


1,007 


— 


1,409 


448 








_ 


1,947 







_ 








Ross .... 


231 


— 


4,396 


343 





92 





4,881 


_ 





_ 








Sligo .... 


1,035 





6,754 















_ 











Tralee .... 


56 




























Waterford ... 


956 





3,020 












_ 










Westport ... 


385 




























Wexford ... 


10 


— 




— 


- 


“ 


- 




- 


- 


- 


~ 




ToTAt, Ireland - - 


24,502 


- 


54,310 


15,060 


1,136 


767 


- 


71,263 


- 


1 


- 


- 


1 


Oband Totax, Unifedl 


142,154 


423 














— 




— 




— ■ • 


Kingdom - - .j 


89,062 


10,589 


2,000 


993 


536 


109,680 


81 


116 


64 


103 


364 



* The Numbers from London include 8,651 foreign Emigrants 

migration Office, March 1840. 
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Emigrants who embarked from the several Ports of the United Kingdom during the Year ended 
December 1847. 
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A RETURN of the Emigrants who embarked from the Ports of the United Kingdom during the Year 

Customs at the 











NORTH AMERICAN COLONIES. 




WEST INDIES. 


PORTS 




■S 






















i 




0, 


i 

3 


i 




i 


S . 

l| 


1 


i 

1 








tS 




1 




EMBARKATION. 


i 


s s 

o< 


1 

o 




iS 


& 


11 


11 


1 

E- 


1 


1 


E-« 


1 






12,378 


13 


1,025 


31 


20 


20 


14 


33 


1,152 


270 


87 


13 


211 


681 


Beaumaris - 




— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


" 
















Berwick - 


__ 


z 


7 


z 


8 


— 


6 


- 


20 


_ 


- 


- 


— 


__ 


Bridgewater 


1,304 




136 


— 


_ 


— 


22 


I 


157 


z 




- 


— 


- 




14 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


- 


- 


— 


— 


“ 




— 








— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


“ 






— 












173 


— 




— 


— 


— 


- 






' — 


“ 




— 






48 


— 




— 


— 


— 


— 


— 




— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Liverpool _ . - 


127,496 


832 


1,812 


97 


106 


47 


18 


- 


2,080 


47 


80 


■ 


C8 


201 


Newcastle - 


69 


_ 


9 


— 


6 


■ — 


- 


- 


15 


- 


- 


- 


— 


— 


Newport - 
Padstow - 




„ ■ 


668 


_ 


_ 


z 




I 


668 


_ 


- 


_ 








670 


— 




— 


— 


— 


“ 


“ 




— 


— 




— 


— 


Plymouth ... 


— 


— 




— 


— 


— 


~ 


- 




— 




■ 


— 


— 


Saint Ives ... 


— 


— 




— 


— 


— 


~ 


- 


0/ 


— 


“ 


“ 


— 


— 


Southampton 


— 


— 






— 


— 


“ 


“ 


J.8 


— 


“ 


“ 


— 


— 


Stockton - 
Swansea ... 


_ 








_ 


_ 


I 


- 




z 


I 


- 


_ 


z 


Truro - 




— 








— 


“ 


“ 








“ 


— 


— 


Total, Ei^Iand 


142,149 


845 


6,922 


128 


140 


76 


59 


33 


6,368 


317 


173 


13 


285 


788 


Aberdeen - - - 

Alloa - 
Arbroath - 


- 


- 


304 


— 


13 




- 


- 


317 


— 


- 


- 


- 




_ 


— 


10 





_ 


__ 


_ 


_ 


10 


_ 


_ 







__ 


Ayr .... 


— 


— 


2 


19 


— 


— 


- 


— 


21 


— 


- 


- 








Dundee - 


— 


— 


73 


— 





— 




- 


73 





— 










Glasgow - 


6,761 


20 


1,688 


3 


378 


— 


- 


- 


2,069 


5 


2 


5 


10 


22 


Greenock - . . 


1,480 


— 


264 


6 


15 


102 


- 


— 


387 


11 


11 


3 


1 


20 


Irvine - 


— 


— 


28 


— 


— 





- 


_ 


28 





3 


_ 







Leith - - - - 


— 


1 


22 


10 


— 


— 


- 


- 


82 


— 


- 


- 


2 




Port Glasgow 


— 


— 


3 


25 


— 


— 


- 


- 


82 


_ 


4 


- 


4 


6 


Wick ... - 


— 


- 


781 


- 


156 


- 




- 


887 


- 


" 


- 


- 


- 


Total, Scotland 


7,241 


21 


3,125 


66 


562 


102 


- 


- 


3,865 


16 


20 


a 


17 


Cl 


Ballina ... 


_ 




186 
























Baltimore - 


295 





78 


287 












860 





_ 


_ 






Belfast - 


6,800 





1,930 










_ 








_ 


_ 






Cork .... 


8,600 


— 


1,838 


1,181 





2 


_ 


_ 


3,021 


0 




_ 






Donegal ... 

Drogneda • ' - 


177 


— 


539 


266 




— 






804 




_ 


_ 






494 










_ 


















Dublin ... 


7;38S 


— 


317 













_ 








_ 






Galway ... 


8,179 


. — 


662 


404 








_ 


_ 














Killybegs ... 


— 


... 


81 





' 





_ 


_ 














Killala ... 


— 





184 











_ 
















limerick ... 


2,777 





0,112 




- 





_ 
















Londonderry 


S,888 


— 


342 


846 








_ 


_ 


1,188 





_ 


_ 






Newiw ... 

New Ross - ■ • 


i;3S4 


— 


364 


110 





— 


_ 




494 





_ 


_ 







204 


— 


1,127 


382 




— 


_ 


_ 







_ 


_ 






Shgo - - - . 

Trmee - 


669 


— 


1,204 


58 


— ■ 









1,262 





_ 


_ 








— 




308 
























Waterford ... 


'222 


— 


669 


98 


■ 


163 


_ 


_ 














Westport ... 
Wesdord - 


817 

74 


- 


366 

233 


10 




— 


- 


I 


376 

233 


_ 


_ 


- 


_ 


- 


Total, Ireland 

Grand Total, United"! 
Kingdom - .j| 


38,8'43 


- ' 


6,635 


4,152 


- 


166 


- 


- 


20,862 


2 






4 


0 


188,233 I 


866 


5,682 


4,346 


702 


843 


50 


33 


81,065 


335 


193 


21 


306 


866 



Colonial land and Emigration Office, March 1849. 
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APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



COPY of a Letter addressed to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for tlie Home 
Department, by Edward Rushton, Esquire, Stipendiary Magistrate of Liverpool, 
bearing date 21st April 1849. 



1 HEREBY certify Uiat the annexed is a true copy. 

■Whiteliall, 1 G, CORNEWALL LEWIS. 

28 April 1849.J 



Sir, Liverpool, 21 April 1849. 

At the request of a Deputation of the Finance Committee of the Council, and also of the 
Select Vestry of this borough, I have undertaken to represent to you the results of the Irisli 
immigration into the town of Liverpool, and to suggest, on behalf of the authorities already 
named, measures which in their opinions would tend to lessen the burthen on the public 
resources of the borough and parish of Liverpool. I am perfectly aware, from my former 
communications with you, that many of the facts which 1 shall have to state are already 
known to you ; but I am induced to recapitulate them, in order to place before you, in one 
letter, a general outline of the evils of which the people here most loudly complain. 



You have already heard from me, that between the 13th day of January and the 13tli day 
of Decmber 1847, both days inclusive, 296,231 persons landed in this port from Ireland. 
Of this vast number about 130,000 emigrated to the United States; that some 50,000 were 
]iassengers on business, and the remainder mere paupers, half naked and starving, landed for 
the most part during the winter, and becoming immediately on landing applicants for 
parochial relief. You already know the immediate results of this accumulation of misery in 
the crowded town of Liverpool ; of the cost of relief at once rendered necessary to prevent 
the thousands of hungry and naked Irish perishing in our streets ; and also oi the cost of 
the pestilence which generally follows in the train of famine and misery such as we then had 
to encounter. I do not enter into the details of this misery further than to say that, though 
the pecuniary cost to the town of Liverpool was enormous, the loss of valuable lives was yet 
mucQ more to be deplored ; hundreds of patients perished notwithstanding all efforts made 
to save them; and 10 Roman Catholic and one Protestant clergymen, many parochial 
officers, and many medical men, who devoted themselves to the task of alleviating- llie 
sufferings of the wretched, died in the discharge of these high duties. 



I believe I have, in my former letters to you, stated my conviction that the pressure of 
this miserable population would materially afect the health and character of our own 
labouring classes ; my worst anticipations have been realized. I am unfortunately enabled, 
by the results of my daily experience, to show you how much the health of the people has 
suffered ; and I am also enabled, by exact details, to show you how greatly the Irish misery 
has increased crime in Liverpool. In the year 1846, 18,171 prisoners were brought befoe 
the police court; in 1847 the number increased to 19,719 ; and in 1848 a further increase 
took place, and the numbers were 22,036. In the year 1845 the number of persons committed 
for trial and summarily convicted for felony, amounted to 3,889; in 1846 the number 
increased to 4,740 ; in 1847, to 6,610 ; and in 1848, to 7,714. I do not possess the means 
of accurately distinguishing the countries to which the criminals belong before the year 
3848. Previous to that time 1 had, however, directed my attention to the subject, and I 
savv from day to day that the poor Irish population forced upon us in a stateof wretchedness 
which cannot be described, would, within 12 hours after they landed, be found among one 
of three classes; viz., paupers, vagrants, or thieves. Few became claimants for parochial 
relief, for m that case they soon discovered they might be at once sent back to Ireland 
Many of these forlorn creatures became beggars ; many of them thieves. The number of 
Irish brought as prisonere into the police court during the year 1848, was 8,794 • the 
number of Irish sent to trial or summarily convicted of felony during the same period ’ was 
4,661 ; the English during the same period were 5,104. Now the Irish form but about 
one-fourth of the population, and yet they give veiy nearly half the criminals. The truth 
13, that gaols, such as the gaol of the borou^ of Liverpool, afford the wretched and unfor- 
tunate Irish better food, shelter and raiment, and more cleanliness, than it is to be feared 
many of them ever expenenced elsewhere; and hence it constantiy happens that Irish 
vagrants who have offered to them the choice of being sent to Ireland or to gaol in a crreat 
roajonty of cases desire to go to prison; the feet being that the English gaols are excellent 
winter quarters for starving Insh paupers ; and, in consquence, the gaol of Liverpool which 
ought never to contain more than 600 prisoners, has now 1,100 within its walls ; the’eost of 
all this to the people of Liverpeol, both m the augmentation of parochial and of leo-al charges 
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is absolutely enormous. It cannot be surprising that the people of this place, who find the 
rates for the relief of the poor daily augmenting, can be satisfied under the pressure which 
they sustain ; and the parishioners of Liverpool think they have a claim to such relief from 
their present intolerable burthens, as may be fair and practicable. Beyond all doubt, the 
towns on the sea-coast in Ireland, and many of the landed proprietors in Ireland, furnish 
the wretched Irish with the means of coming to Liverpool. I have often discovered this 
from the examination of the poor; and only the other day an Irish offender, when asked 
where he came from, said he was sent with Is. from the Irish workhouse to Liverpool. These 
poor people are brought from Ireland in crowds, on deck, even in most inclement weather ; 
unfortunately few of us remember more severe weather in April than during the last week ; 
yet, from the 14th to the 19th instant, 4,412 deck passengers arrived in Liverpool from 
Ireland. 

The people here think it right, under these circumstances, that they should have more 
protection than the existing law affords. In the first place, they think that the provisions 
of the Act for the removal of Irish Poor should be enlarged, so as to render all Irish persons 
who have been once removed to Ireland under the powers of that Act, and who again return 
to England and become chargeable, liable to be punished as rogues and’ vagabonds ; and 
they also think that powers ought to be given to remove to Ireland not only those who 
become chargeable by receiving parochial relief, but also all who are found begging, or 
who have been convicted of felony. It is also deemed absolutely necessary that 
the Board of Trade should at once enforce, by the granting of certificates under the Act 
H & 12 Viet. c. 61 , the limitation of the number of deck passengers brought in steamers 
from Ireland. This is a measure demanded by common humanity, as well as by sound 
policy, as it regards the towns of Lancashire and Yorkshire. It would be out of place to 
do more than to state the amount of evil which the inhabitants of Liverpool have to bear, 
arising out of the unfortunate state of Ireland ; I do not, therefore, attempt to offer any 
opinion about the matter, but I do most anxiously represent to you the great danger, moral 
as well as physical, which cannot but be generated by allowing the continued unchecked 
immioratiou of the miserable of the Irish people into such towns as Liverpool. 

The inhabitants feel the pecuniary cost as a sore evil ; bnt they also feel and fear other 
results which may permanently deteriorate the condition, the habits, and the morals of the 
labouring classes of their own countrymen. 



Right Hon. Sir G. Grey, Bart., 
&c. &c. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Edward Rusliton. 



(19. App.) 
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Appendix M. 

i 



C. D. 

REPORTS irom Thomas Shilling, relative to the Spade Cultivation of 50 AcreS;. 
by Lord Wallscouri, at Orasmore. 



PRODUCE of the Chops cultivated on 60 Acres, Plantation Measure, of Land at Ardfr'j, 
County of Galioay, the Property of Lord Wallscourt, under the Direction and Suj)criii- 
tendence of Thomas Shilling, by means of the Sum of 200 1. sterling, lent by the 
Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends for the purpose, who also 
found the Seeds. 



25 Acres, Turnips - 
3 „ Carrots - 

2 „ Parsnips 

10 „ Cabbages 

10 „ Barley - 



140 Barrels, Barley, at - - - I4s. 
30 Tons, Carrots and Parsnips, at 2l. 
3 Acres, Cabbi^es, at - - - 5/. 

7 Acres, Moor lurnips, at - - 6/. 

8 Acres, Moor Turnips, at - - 15/. 



In addition to the above, we have, — 



■ I 50 Acres. 









£, 

98 


s. d. 


_ 


- 


. 


: CO 


~ - 


_ 


- 


. 


15 


- - 


_ 




_ 


42 


- _ 


* 




’ - 


120 


“ - 






£. 


1 335 


- - 



1 acre of cabbage plants for spring. 

4 acres late planted, to come into use in May and June. 

Besides 5 acres of fallow ground dug so late that we could not get it into crop this 
spring, fi'om the constant wet weatlier. 



These latter items you perceive I do not take into account, as the profits on them arc in 
prospect, but the labour was given, and all the above valuations are certainly under the 
mark. The amount as estimated will all be clear the cost of carriage, and marketing, I cal- 
culate, will be discharged by the additional quantities and prices ; and from all these circum- 
stances it is manifest our experiment has been eminently successful, as with regard to our- 
selves, and immensely more so in regard to the interests, comforts, and welfare of our 
population. There is nothing more certain than that the course taken by your society is 
the correct one, in evei;y respect — the encouragement of industry and useful infbrniution— at 
the same time cultivating the land that might otherwise lie idle, raising from it in the shortest 
possible time the greatest amount of luiman food. The Government and Parliament must 
do something to stop starvation and reduce tlie poor-rates ; if they would simply take the 
course you have taken, so far as piucticable, they would yet save tlie country. 



(signed) Thomas Shilling, 



Tlie above statement from Thomas Skilling was so satisfactory, and showed so profitable 
a return, besides the great benefits the poor tliemselves derived from the undertakinc that 
the committee proposed to allow the 200 1 to remain with Lord Wallscourt and 'J'homas 
Skilling for the like purpose this season, and to add thereto a further sum of 250 1. to enable 
them to cultivate 100 acres instead of 50 acres. 

They have retained Ae 200/., and have this season cultivated another 50 acres and 
Thomas SkUling speaks in very satisfactory terms of his present crops. ’ 

Circumstances, however, prevented Lord Wallscourt and Thomas Skilling from accentinf^ 
the further loan of the 250 /. orb 



28 May 1849. 



(signed) Wm. Todhunter. 



_ .... .Ardfry, Oranmore, County Galway, 30 May 1849. 

In stating my opinion from practical knowledge and experience of the results of the 
experiment made last and the present year by “ The Central Relief Committee of the 
Society of Fnends, m advancing, interest free, 2«0/. for the purpose of cultivating 50 Irish 
acres of land, by spade labour, m green crops for human food, on the estates of Lord 
W^kcourt, of Aidfry, m the county of Galway, and under my immediate suijcrintendence 
and direction, I am happy to say that the experiment here has been completely successful: 
inasmuch as 60 acres of land that might otherwise have lain waste, produced fine crops of 

turnips. 
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turnips, carrots, parsnips, cabbages, &c. &c., a quantity of human food at least three times 
the value of the money expended; supplied employment, and of course subsistence to 
a multitude of human beings, the families of the surrounding neighbourhood, of all ages 
and sexes. This money, so expended last year and the present, has, tile people acknow- 
ledge, and say with gratitude, saved the lives of thousands; I say without exaggeration, of 
many hundreds. But it was not alone in the employment of the people, the raising of 
food, and the saving of human life, that your experiment has been so eminently successful 
and beneficial to the country; tliere has been, at the same time, an immense mass of most 
impoitaiit knowledge and useful information disseminated through tlie country, where such 
knowledge was the most required. The people employed were taught to deepen, clean and 
prepare the land, for all these now essential crops ; to prepare and apply the manure ; sow 
the various seeds ; clean, cultivate and manage the crops afterwards up to maturity. This 
was true education; had such knowledge been disseminated and acquired years ago, the dire 
calamity of the potato bliglit would not have produced such disastrous results. If further- 
proof were required of the real and substantial advantages gained by so instracting the 
people in the uses and management of a new class of valuable crops, it will be found in the 
increased demand for the various seeds this season, and which your committee so kindly 
and liberally granted. These I distributed in a few days to persons from all the surrounding 
neighbourhoods, who came in great numbers, having experienced tire benefits of last year ; 
ana at the present time, adjoining every cottage and farm-house, are to be found patches of 
cabbages, parsnips, carrots, &c. &c., and the people are busy preparing, manuring the ground, 
and sowing their turnips ; two years ago these crops were unknown and unappreciated. 

In conclusion, Sir, I repeat that your experiment here has been entirely successful, as can 
be proved by ocular demonstration. The efforts of the Friends have all been in tire right 
direction, cairied out prudently and judiciously ; the advancing of money for cultivation, and 
distribution of seeds ; a comparative trifle, 200 Z., has produced many thousands worth in 
charity, the preservation of human life, and the improvement of the country ; and still your 
money is safe and forthcoming. 

The peculiar advantages of cultivating the land as a means of employing and relieving 
the people over all kinds of public works, such as roads, drainage, railways, &c. &c., are 
these : in the latter case, it is only the able-bodied, strong, and heads of families, and these 
collected from distant parts of the country, that can or will be advantageously employed. 
Where only one of a family of six or eight is earning even good wages, it is insufficient for 
all ; tlie chief portion are idle and starving ; but in cultivation, male and female, even chil- 
dren, can be advantageously employed, and tliough the wages of each be moderate, the 
aggregate earning is considerable and able to support the whole; not to speak of the 
important advantages of having them employed anu taught industry : all this the Relief 
Committee of “ T'he Society of Friends” clearly understood and availed themselves of, 
which rendered their funds and exertions so valuable to the country. 

I shall report to you, from time to time, tlie progress of our cultivation and the state of 
the crops, which i am happy to say look remarkably well at present. 

Central Relief Committee, (signed) Thomas Shilling, 

Society of Friends, Dublin. 



E. 

STATEMENT of Green Crop Seeds given by the Government, and distributed by the 
Of-ktral Relief Committee of the Society op Friends in 1847. 



Counties. 


Lbs. 


Parties. 


Acres. 


— 


Armagh - - - 

Clare - 

Cork - - - 

Donegal - 
Fermanagh 
Galway - 

Kildare - - - 

King’s County - 
Leiti‘im - - - 

Longford - - - 

Mayo - 

Roscommon 
Sligo _ _ - 

Tipperary - - - 

■j^rone - - - 

Westmeath 
Wexford - 


160 

257 

4,259 

400 

420 

3,000 

400 

1,918 

2,500 

320 

16,666 

4,094 

320 

720 

380 

200 

120 


61 

82 

6,000 
376 
: 430 

4,324 
341 ' 
1,777 
2,753 
408 
10,701 
6,687 
615 
430 
646 
322 
60 


23 
26 

1,214 

77 

97 

830 

113 

650 

664 

83 

4,378 

828 

140 

158 

104 

41 

24 


crops good; seed sound. 

seed sound ; crop middling. 

varied particulars. 

seed good ; crop excellent. 

seed good ; crop excellent. 

seed good ; some heavy ; some light. 

no particulars. 

all grew; crops good. 

no missing; crop excellent. 

no particulars returned. 

no missing ; crop good and heavy. 

no missing; crop no better. 

seed good; crop fair. 

seed good ; crop various. 

seed good ; crop middling. 

seed good; crop good. 

seed good ; crop foir. 


30,196 


40,903 


9,662 
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Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




80 



appendix to minutes of evidence before select committee 



Distributed _ - - - - 

Parties to whom given - - - 

Acres cropped - - - - - 

9,652 acres, at 20 tons per aci'e - 

Distributed to Mayo by W. Todhunter 
Distributed in Mayo by E. .1. T. While 



- 36,196 lbs. 

- 40,003 persons. 

9,652 acres. 

- 193,040 tons. 

- 16,GG6lbs. 

- 15,680 „ 

33,346 lbs. 



Which saved about, or over, 8,885 acres, and produced not less than 177,700 tons of 

food in this one county of Mayo last season. , ■ , e • i i 

These 86 396 lbs. of seed were not received until after the usual period for sowing liaa 
passed and its value was then very trifling, and many of our friends were of opinion that 
the chances of a crop were so hopeless it would be better not to make the distribution, yet 
with an expenditure amounting to the trifling sum of llOZ. 5s. 9d. for carriage per mail, 
fly boat. See., 193,040 tons of food were added to the resources of the country last season 
by this distribution, and by E. J. T. White’s to Mayo 86,140 tons. 

Win. Todhuntei', 



Donegal. Lba. 
S6, 1 (Jan.) 1846. 

Seed to County • 400 
To Party - - 240 



BoDcgal. 

25, 1 (Jan.) 1648. 

Se^ to Party - 80 



Fermanagli. 

25, I (Jan.) 1848. 

Se^ to County - 420 
'i'u Party - 260 



Galway. 

S6,l(Jan.)1848. 

Seed to County 3,000 
To Party - - 80 



Galway. 

29, I (Jan.) 1848. 
To Party - - I 



26, I (Jan.) 1648. 

To Party - - 120 



F. 

Central Relief Commitfee of the Society of Friends, 

43, Fleet-street. 

EXTRACTS from the Letters received from some of our Correspondents in reply to a 
printed Circular foiwarded on the 22d of 1st month (January) 1848, requesting Information 
as to the Results produced by the gratuitous Distribution of the Green Crop Seeds 
placed under the care of this Committee for the purpose, by Sir Randolph J. Routh, at 
the end of the last Season, and further inquiring whether a like grant made timely this 
Season would, in their judgment, be likely to prove beneficial. 

[The memoranda in margin show the number of lbs. of seed distributed in the county, 
as well as the portion entrusted to the care of the writer, of said gross quantity.] 

Join Hamilton, Esq., J. P. and d.l., St. Ernans. — I answer to your circular about 
turnip and other seeds ; I have much gratification in being able to state that those received 
from you last year succeeded well, and proved of much advantage ; the produce is most 
favourably reported of. 

Charles F. Stewart, clerk, Horn Head. — I am bappy in having this opportunity of 
expressing, on behalf of the poor of this district, our grateful sense of the benefits conl’errcd 
on them by tlie distribution of turnip seed last season by your Society. In my opinion no 
one step taken last year has tended so much to avert the suffering of the present year. 
The grant of turnip seed will be, for the very poorest, a most beneficial and judicious 
gift. 

Sidney Smith, e. d., Brookeboro. — I have received your circular touching the distribution 
of seed. The good done last year was far greater than I expected, or the poor people them- 
selves; many a poor man is now thankful for the suegestion, and for the donation of seed ; in 
fact, it has greatly increased the stock of food, and t£e turnip has been a great favourite. Last 
year the distribution was for 80 acres, but this year it would be easily 300 acres, with the 
laud much better prepared and cultivated. In the return of the kinds and quantities now 
forwarded, I may perhaps have made my entries more in accordance with our wants and 
nece&ities rather than your ability to give. 

Hoiert Browne, c\eTk,AughteTard. — I am of opinion a great deal of good has been effected 
by the tuimip seed distributed to the poor last season. The turnips now occupy the place 
of potatoes in our markets. 

John Gather, clerk, Annadown. — I have continually heard from the poorer class of land 
occupiers to whom the seeds were issued, that the produce of them has been their chief 
support throughout the beginning of winter, and we have here no other substitute for the 
potato but the turnips j and wherever they can be got, they are eagerly bought and used, 
mixed with meal for food ; a great breadth of land on which wheat was sown last year, 
must this be cropped with turnips, or not at all. 

Thomas O'Connor JDonelan, Esq,, J. p., Sylane. — I have the sincerest pleasure in bearing 
testimony to the vast good that resulted from the distribution of the seeds last year; they 
succeeded far beyond my most sanguine expectation ; they could not before be induced to 
sow green crops ; you have effected what failed the proprietors. • I think it very wise to 
have given notice of your intentions this year; it will spur them on to prepare their ground. 
I send the return of the kinds and quantities of the seeds required. 

Patrick 
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Putrich Kennedy, Portimna. — I fully concur in the general opinion tliat nothing could ^ (F«b.) 1848. 
liave been better calculated to alleviate the distress of the poor than the distribution of the Party - - 64o 

seeds last season ; and great as were the advantages conferred then, they would prove much 
greater this season, as there is not half the quantity of land sown under wheat. 

Rober t Martin, i2oss.— The turnip crop produced from the distribution of seeds, for the 
most part from the Society of Friends, has been the saving of hundreds of lives up to this xoParty - ■ 380 

peiiou. 



G. F. O'Ffiahertie, Esq., j. p., Ardraone, Aughterard.—l had a liberal supply from your ^ rj^’rf 848 . 
Committee last season, and the poor people have never ceased to speak of the advantages . ‘ sao 

they derived from it. Many have declared it was far more beneficial tlian the relief given 
at the soup-kitchens, and have anxiously inquired whether I should be likely to receive any 
this season, as the seed they got from you grew well. The supply was received at a time 
when they had despaired of sowing any crop ; and in addition to a plentiful return of 
turnips, tliey have the important advantage of having a little soil for corn this spring. I 
look upon this means of relief as the very best, because it promotes iudustry, and induces 
the people to adopt a different and very valuable system of cultivation. 



General Thompson, 3. p., Salinch, Killeries. — Late as it was in tlie season, and with all ^ (j2i*')'i 8'48. 
the disadvantages of bad tillage, I can safely say the services conferred upon the poor were to Party - •• uo 

invaluable ; ancf should a grant be made this year, it will be better attended to, as the people 
are now aware of the great use it has been of 



WlUmm B. A7~mstrong, Esq., j. p., Banagker.—l beg to report, that all the seeds were 
distributed to the small holders only who were badly off, and for the last four months 
these turnips have been of the greatest use as food for the poor. Were it not for the much 
abused public works, a large portion of the land of this part of the country would not last 
year have been sown with corn ; the employment enabled the small farmers to spare their 
.seed from being convei'ted into food. 



Kiag's Couoty. 

28, 1 (Jan.) 1848. 

To County - - 1,918 

To PMty - - 640 



Andrew Hogg, clerk. Cloone. — It affords me much pleasure to have an opportunity of Leitrim, 
stating the incalculable amount of good that has been done in this locality by last year’s ’^^%soo 

distribution of turnip seed, &c., forwarded by your Society to me. I can assure you that to Party - i^ioo 
,pp to the present, more than 1,700 of our population have been kept from actual starvation 
by the produce of the seed so distributed which you so benevolently supplied. It will afford 
me the greatest gratification to act as almoner in distributing a similar quantity this season, 
as pe.r return below. I should much wish to he instrumental in getting some flax seed 
to this neighbourhood ; it is a most beneficial crop, and would encourage industry. 



JSf. Loftus Tottenham, Esq., j.p., bt d.l. — 1 hope you will be able to do something 
in the way of giving out turnip seeds this season again, as nothing in my mind was so 
useful as your doing so last year. It was cause of many and many a person sowing that 
never would have done so had they not got tlie seed gratuitously. The crop also proved a 
very good one, as the seed was sound and all of it grew, which much of the seed sold in 
the country shops did not. Large breadths were sown in my part of the country, and a great 
deal of use in the way of food was made of the crops arising from it. I would advise your 
Committee to restrict their issue to turnip seed alone ; the cultivation is easy and simple, 
and pretty sure to succeed, which neither carrot or mangle are. 



27, 1 (Jm.) 184S. 

To P«rly - - 740 



26, J (JM.) 1848. 

To County - 16,866 

To Party - 640 

wholly on the produce. I trust to be able to induce my poor neighbours to pi-epare their 
little farms for an earlier saving this year. We now rejoice jn the prospect of ofatainiug even 
green crop seeds, and will hail their arrival as a great boon. 



Samuel Bourns, Rossport, Erris. — I gladly add my testimony to the great advantages result- 
ing to the poor residing within 10 miles round my residence, from the turnip seed, kindly sent 
me for dbtribution last season. Very many, up to the present period, have lived almost 



William Thomas Campbell, Bangor, Erris. — In reply to your favour of the 21 st instant, 
in respect to tlie efficiency of the turnip crop of last year, I beg to say, from personal obser- 
vation, that it was the sole support of upwards of 800 families (4,000 people) in the districts 
.of Bangor, Ballycroy, Corrick, Gelenany Whoos, and Ballinaboy, for two months. Alter 
the late Relief Act expired, only for them, hundreds of families must have died from starvation. 
I look upon the turnip seed distribution as one of the greatest boons bestowed upon the 
people since this famine commenced in our land. 



28, 1 (Jan.)’'l848. 

To Patty - 2,060 



'L\(i-aiennxiiWillicmDawsoii,'s..'s.,Belnndlet. — I feel great pleasure in adding my testimony 
to the satisfactory reports yqu have already received of the advantages derived to the poor 
from the distribution of the turnip seed. I feel convinced that but for the crop of turnips 
thence produced, very many would have fallen a sacrifice to the prevailing famine. 

John Faussett, Esq., J. p., Ballycastle. — The distribution of the turnip seed was an fjan^Tr 848 . 
invaluable benefit j many of the families of the poor would have otherwise been starved xo Party - 
during the winter vyere it not for the produce. 

(19. App.) L Lieutenant 



Mayo. 

29, 1 (Jan.) 1848. 
To Party - - 1 
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.Mavo. Lbi. Lieutenant Mfmrire Hewson, E.N., j.p., Claremont. — I cannot apeak in terms too laudatory 
26, i (JaB.) 1846. of the great relief afforded to this district by the seeds Uindly forwarded by you last season, 
lo Party • - 1,980 -pjjgy ^.|jg three months, the support of many families ; I may, indeed, say 

the only support. 

M»>-o. Si. George Knox, Clerk, Faliy. — I beg to say, that very beneficial results have followed 

.81, 1 (■Jan.)iS48. yQiir kind and liberal grant of turnip seed. In fact, it has been tlie means of saving one- 
To Party - - 5 B0 gf population of this parish, since September last, when the Government relief ceiised ; 

the poor cottiers had little else than the turnips to fall back upon, and this food, mi.Ked witli 
Indian meal, forms a very cheap, mitiitious and wholesome diet. 

Mayo. James O'Donal, Pullutovias, Erris. — I have to assure you, that were it not for the quantity 

26, 1 (Jan.) 1648. of tuvniD seed sown last year in the Baroiiv of Erris, the greater portion of its people would 
T.p«t, - - 62, perished. 

jiayo. Robert Howland Savage, Acldl. — I take leave to say that the turnip and other seeds sent 

26 , 1 (Jan.) 1848. last season, though something too late, were the means of saving the lives of many thousands 
To Pirty - . 1,952 ji.jg poor, wlio were obliged lo make them their chief food for months. 



Sir Richard J. O'Donnell, Bart., Newport. — I can, in truth, assert, if it had not been for 
the distribution of turnip seeds last season in this district, the consequences would have been 
frightful. Although the laud was ill prepared to receive the seed, and the sowing made in a 
very careless way and at a late season, the crop proved excellent, and the poor have, I may 
say, been almost entirely dependent upon it for their food up to a very recent period. 

Mayo. Richard M. Lynch, Government Inspector. — I am duly favoured with your printed letter, 

29. l (Jan.) 1848. of the 21st instaut, in reference to the propriety of supplying the poor people of this district 
oParty - - 5,/00 ^^.^tli a Supply of good turnip seed in the ensuing season. Nothing can be more desirable. 

I have had good opportunity of witnessing the beneficial results of wliat was done last season 
by your benevolent Society, and 1 have no hesitation in stating, that you added, at least, 
two months’ supply to the ordinary food of the district, and the people are now quite con- 
vinced of the great benefits to be (derived from tlie cultivation of the turnip. 



l,2(F«b.) ^48. 
Td Party - 



Maro. 

28, 1 (JaB.) 1848. 
To Party - 



Thomas Jones, Esq., j. p., Casiletmvn. — I have practical knowledge that the turnip seeds, 
granted by you last year, have produced the very best effects, and that, up to this monieiit, 
the turnip crop has tended, to a great extent, to (ceep the great mass of the population from 
starving. Last year, until it was almost too late, the peasantry thought of nothing but 
quitting their holdings and flying to America from their miseries, without at all considering 
the consequences; they were panic-stricken ; this year it is quite the reverse, the poor people 
are anxiously sticking to their holdings, and 1 think on the exertions of this year will chiefly 
depend our future preservation. Large quantities of turnip seed will be reqiiii-ed for the 
district, comprising the Ballina Union, the poorest in Ireland, and the soil is suited to all 
descriptions of turnips, and Uie early kinds are the best. Swedes, Aherdeeiis, yellow globe 
Aberdeen, and white topped. 



Rnscommon. J ■ R- Reeclic, Rosconmon. — I have this morning received your favour of the 21st, instant 

1 (Jan.) 1648, and can, most truly add my testimony to the many advantages derived by our poor in those 
I ■ t|g 2 o papl’e?, from the supply of seed for green crops you sent me last June for gratuitous 

distribution, and the number of acres supposed to be covered by that supply was fTbout :)50, 
must show at once what a Quantity of provisions it placed at ibe disposal of a class of 
persons who would otherwise have been obliged to leave their land uncropped. 1 have every 
reason to believe that many hundreds have lived on these crops since harvest, that very 
many continue to do so at the present time, that several are selling part and buying- meal 
with the receipts for their families. Our markets continue daily to be supplied nearly as 
well with turnips as formerly with potatoes, and my conviction is, that wretched and starving 
as a very large poitionof our population is at present, yet this number would be considerably 
increased were it not for these green crops. I have added other parishes to last year’s list 
which are equalW dependent upon us. Carrot and parsnip seeds are very valuable to the 
poor, and should you be able to procure any for us, they would be veiy acceptable. A siipnly 
of flax seed would much improve tbeir condition ; tlie land is well adapted for it, and verv 
few are able to purchase. 1 add a list of the turnip seed that may be required, and in this 
opinion I am joined by a very upright gentleman who has just called upon me, and to whom 
I have showed your letter. 



31 . rj„ > Griffith, Clerk, Botcewme.,.-! think a grant of turnip seed would bo ve,T bene- 

ll'pi;, - ‘ m ““'>*7; ff <1 y»“ me last year has been pr„dncl.ve of great beTielit to 

the poor, borne bare told me that their crops of turnips hape supported them for three 
montlis, which has enabled them to retrieve their circumstances a little. 

Denis H. Kelly, Esq., j, p. & n. i„, Cmtle M«,— In teply lo vour circnkir I b.n- 
,06 ‘''“V”'’ to last yL- lias been the Lana undl Proridlnce 

of saving dousands from famine. It. however, came 50 late that the people wore not wS 
prepared for it, but they liave derived such advantage from it. that I mn sure a tinmly 

distribution 
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distribution would cause a very large breadth to be sown. In this district, turnip is the 
piincipa! seed adapted to general use •, other seeds are expensive and uncertain in produce. 

The best kinds, red and white Norfolk, Dale’s hybrid and yellow Aberdeen ; all these are 
hardy and pml'fic bearers, and not so liable to miss as the Swede and liner turnips. I w'ould 
also recommend about five casks of flax seed being sent ; it mio ht encourage the people ; but 
what we want for that is a market; if we had a ready sale, flax would become as abundant a 
crop as in old times. We have a few months of gi-eat difficulty still to contend with, but 
with God’s blessing I trust his rod is being removed from us. 

John Fenton, Esq., J. p., DmHore-J/oM«e.— On the part of 225 families in the parish of 
Kilmackshelagh, to whom assistance was afforded by the distribution of turnip seed and Xo’couiity . - 320 
other seeds forwarded me last season for that purpose by the Society of Friends, and the t» Party - - 320 
assistance aiven them by Sir R. Routh, I can, with confidence, declare the grateful 
impression of feeling evinced by all of them for the benefit received ; for late as it was given 
out, and ig'norant as they were of the mode of culture, the produce was vastly better than 
I bad e.xpected, and to a very recent moment afforded an assistant food to the barley and 
oatmeal which was thus nursed up. The people are now more sensible of the value of green 
crops, and those who may expect such assistance will prepare in order to secure a good 
return. I regret to say I do not see the usual quantity of manure saved, but the hope of 
receivincf seed may give a beneficial stimulus. I am satisfied a grant of seed to this district 
will be attended with much good. 

JohnDoolan, Carrigaliei-rig. — Respecting the turnip seed you enabled me to distiibute in 
this neighbourhood last season, I am happy to say that it has afforded us the greatest relief; 
the produce from it since November last has been tlie chief food of Uie poor people around 
me up to the present; but for it, I really think hundreds in this neighbourhood must have 
died from starvation. 

TF. .lames Barcroft, Bedford.— In reply to your circular respecting sc-eds, I may state, ^ 
that I expect considei-able advantages would arise from a timely distnbution of the kinds xoCoW- - ’ 38 o 
suitable for this district. I send a list annexed. To Party - - liiu 



Tipperary. 

8, 2 (Feb.) 1S48. 

To County - - 720 

To Party - - 380 



Edward Bewley, m. d., Moate. — The seeds forwarded to me by you last year, were received Wostramtl.. 
by the small fimiiers and cottiers most thankfully, and have been of very great advantap 200 

to many, not only in procuring a supply of food for their famihe.s and pigs, but also by the xoPaity - - 130 

introduction of an improved system of farming. 

Thomas CliUoni, SaU, Moate.— I have the pleasure to state, that relief has been afforded 
by the grant of turnip seed to the small holders of land far beyond what I could at all have Xo’p^ty ' - - ‘ so 

supposed, although 1 was, by many, considered too sanguine in my expectations as to 
the results. 

Jo-seph Houghton, Ferns.— I may inform the Committee, that the turnip seed distiibuted ^ ^ 
by me last year, proved very useful to the poor farmers, and i have reason to believe that . ; ,00 

only for this supply several would not have been able to ci-op their land. T#Pirty - - 120 



Extract of a Letter from Sidney Smith, d. d., of Brookhoro, County Fermanagh. 

Broohboro, 16 April 1848. 

I AM happy to say that I am not only receiving daily evidence of the value of last 
year’s green crop seed distribution, but am engaged for a large portion of each day with 
my steward in giving out the seeds forwarded to me for like objects this season, to 
people flocking from all sides. _ 

^ Ine people say that it was not only that the gratmtious seed distnbution was a great 
boon, but that while country-bought seeds failed generally, and as they say .‘‘robbed 
the farmers,” the seeds sent by your Society were everywhere sound and productive 
beyond all precedent. , , xl • x 

Cover Ireland with turnip fields, and we need not fear the agitators. 

Your respectful Friend, 

Messi-s. Bewley &, Pirn, Sidney Smith. 

43, Fleet-street, Dublin, 16 April 1848. 



Central Relief Committee of the Society of Friends, 

43, Fleet-street, Dublin, 21 st of first Month 1848. _ 
Last season Sir Randolph J. Routh, Cominissary-geaeraL with his accustomed attention 
to every measure likely to alleviate the distress in this country, ^placed under the care ot 
this Committee, for distribution, a considerable quantity ot turnip seed, which we lost no 
time in fonvardiug to the several districts where most-required. 1 ' j a... 

. Late as was the period of the season for sowing it, and ill-prepared as was the land tor 
reception of the seed, we have received the most satisfactory reports from many qu^ters ot 
tiie advantages derived to the poor from this distribution. ^\'e are nowdesivous of having 

(19.App.) L2 
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suet a timely expression of the opinions of the parties to whom the local distribution was 
entrusted, as may enable this Committee, should the general judgment be decidedly in 
favour of a similar distribution this season, to place the impoiTance of the beneficial results 
clearly before parties willing to make a like grant the coming season. _ 

Thou wilt please state the particular kinds of turnip seed most suitable for your district, 
and mention the quantities of each that could be distributed usefully and without waste. 



A reply as early as practicable will oblige, 



Thine faithfully, 

William TodJmnter. 



p.S_We would further wish to know whether any other descriptions of green crop seed 
or flax seed are likely to be beneficial. 



PARTICULARS of the Local Distribution of the Green Crop Seeds purchased by the Central 
Relief Committee of the Society op Friends, 1848. 



Lbs. } Acres Parties ILbs. Dis- Acres 1 Parlies iLbs.Dis- Acres Parties ILbs-Dia- Acres Parties 

Diatribatei.l Sown. SuppiieiJ.I tributed. Sown. Supplied.! tributea. I Sown. jSiipplied. I tributed. I Sown. Supplied, 



1,452^ 


3494 


6,123 


83 


30^ 


624 


789 


79 


1.477 


27G 


36 


787 


187 


34 


188 


40^ 


9 


198 


24 


3i 


64 



ANALYSIS STATEMENT of the Local Distribution oftlie several Green Crop 
Seeds, &c, given out by the Central Relief Committee of the Society op 
Friends, 1843. 



DESCRIPTIONS. 


Lbs. 

Distributed. 


1 Acres Sown. 


- Parties 
Supplied. 


Seeds purchased by Central Relief Committee ; viz. : 

Turnip -------- 

Carrot -------- 

Parsnip ------- 

Cabbage ------- 

Onion ------- 

Total - - - - 


' 108,413| 
6,819 
4,393 
3,741| 
606| 


28,908i 

1,003 

7905 

89l| 
No returns. 


94,080 
17,144 
14,260 
17,768 
No returns. 


122,872,^ 


31,593 


143,262 



Analysis 
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Analysis Statement of Local Distribution of Green Crop Seeds, &c. — continued. 



DESCRIPTIONS. 


LLs. 

Distributed. 


Acres So\vn. 


Parties 

Supplied. 


Handed from Commissariat Dep&ts: 

Turnip - - - - - - 

Carrot 

Parsnip - - - - - - ' - 

Mangold Wurtzell 

Onion -------- 

Beans -------- 

Barley - - - - 

Oats - 

Total ----- 


1,905J 

118 

131 

548 

592 

1,563| 

498 

5,668 


snsg 

21 

23J 

91 

98 

7 

994 


1,639 

340 

426 

1,097 

1,052 

228 

24 

42 


10,924i 


853 i 


4,842 


SUMMARY: 

Seeds purchased by Central Relief Committee - 
Handed over from Commissariat depots - - - 

Gross Local Distribution 


122,872^ 

10,9-24^ 


31,693 

853 


143,282 

4,842 


133,79611 


32,446 


148,094 



(Errors Excepted.) 



25th of Sth Month (May) 1849, 

43, Fleet-street, Dublin. William Tadhunter. 



SELECTIONS from the Reports respecting the Green Crop Seeds Distribution of 1848, 
as received from the Local Distributors. 

It will be seen from the above Return, the seeds have been pretty widely circulated 
which were committed to my care for distribution, and have proved of unspeakable benefit 
to the small holders in this locality, and their produce is now affording almost the only 
means of support that many have to depend upon. The turnips, where carefully cultivated, 
have yieldea fair crops, but the fly was very destructive in many cases ; the other seeds 
have also done pretty well, particularly the cabbages, from the people being better 
acquainted with their culture than the parsnip or carrot. On account of the great desire 
to grow potatoes, I fear that sufficient attention was not paid to the cultivation of other 
green crops ; and now that the potatoes have again completely failed, universal regret is 
expressed for their not having done so, and I have no doubt in time to come, seeing the 
necessity of substituting other green crops, more care will be taken in the proper manage- 
ment of them. 

I remain, &c. 

G.D.H. Kirlialdy, 

Hearnsbrook, Portumna, County Galway. 



A GREAT quantity of food was raised by this valuable supply of seed, and it has established 
the importance of sowing those kind of crops on small holdings. The last was a bad season 
for turnips, and in several cases the land had to be sown a second time. 

Youi-s, &c. 

G, F. O'FJiahertie, 
Lemonfield, Ougbterard, Galway. 



The turnip seed all succeeded, though the Swedes were rather late, and the crops, which 
in general were very good, materially contributed to support the poor of this neighbourhood, 
ha^ng been mixed vfitb barley and oatmeal, until the present period, when, I am sorry to 
say, they are now nearly exhausted. The carrot and parsnip seed were even much_ too late ; 
and I cannot say exactly how many men were supplied with the small quantity issued by 
me, nor the quantity of ground, as they were given as experiments on the smallest scale this 
season : (if they hold good) I shall tiy them early. 

Walter H. Butler, 

Cregg, Gort, County Galway. 



(19. App.) i 3 
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The seed was considered vciy good, and no failures, and, but for the great anxiety about 
sowing potatoes last year, much more parsnip would have been sown; what was sown 
having turned out so well, it will be a great inducement to sow them this season, and they 
are now considered the best substitute that can be sown. 

Dudley Persxe, 

Roxburgh, County Galway. 



I AM happy to say, that the seed you sent me has turned out, in every case, a good crop. 

Robert D. Robinson, 

Gort. 



Owing to the wetness of the season and the ravages committed by the fly, the tumip.s 
failed very generally, but where they succeeded, the advantage derived was very great; in fact, 
they were almost the sole support of a good many for the last two months. In no case did 
1 hear of a failure in consequence of bad seed. 

James .Blake, 

Clare, Galway. 



Tbe quantity of turnip seeds distributed by me, 800 lbs., was sulBcient to sow 200 acres; 
but in many instances the same ground was sown three times; the plant (which came up 
particularly well) being each time cut offby the fly. In this neighbourhood, it was a parti- 
cularly bad season for turnips ; and I do not think that any poor man about here had more 
than at the rate of 10 tons to tlie acre. 

A, R. Nugejii, 

Tynagb, County Galway. 



I CANNOT be certain as to the exact number of acres sown, as the seed has been divided 
among so many ; the crop has been good, and is now the almost sole support of those to 
whom the seeds were given ; the turnips seem very good for eating. 

James Macredy, Clerk, 

Spiddal, County Galway. 



All the seeds have grown well ; in moat cases, owing to the fly, seeds were put down 
three times. The quantity of the crop, an average one. In consequence of the success of 
tbe potato crop in 1847, there were less turnips this year. In 1847, we had planted 125 
acres ; in 1848, about 80 acres is the nearest approach made by our agriculturist to the 
e.vact quantity; we refer here altogether to the tenant class. The soil has hitherto been 
ill-prepared ; parsnips never before tried here, have grown well this year; second and even 
third crops of cabbages have been reared by tlie exertion of our Society, which the poor had 
deemed impossible. Peas, also unknown, have been tried with success this year. Deeper 
spade culture, more attention to removing weeds and the economizing of manures, is urged 
upon the poor by our agriculturist. The establishing of an improved vegetable systein of 
gardening is our object. 

By order. R. Bodkin, 

Cummer, Tuam, Galway. 



A GREATER quantity of the turnip seed was used to each acre of land in consequence of 
a portion of the seed fieing destroyed by tlie turnip-fly. 

Francis La Touche, 

Carrick-on-Shannon, Leitrim. 



Were it not for the very bountiful supplies afforded, the counti-y would have been, for at 
least three months, in a fer worse state, and although the crop has been deficient, it is owing 
to the ravages of the fly. Notliing could be better than the seed, which all came up with a 
fine beaird, till cut offby the fly. 

Joseph Lambert, j.p,, 

Claremorris, Mayo. 
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The Swedish turmp seed generaUy failed or was destroyed by the By, and the parties who 
got It, requested other seed to re-sow tliem, and they got it as far as possible • the late 
turnips all grew and have produced a very good crop,— wonderful indeed, considering the 
neglect of thinning and weeding, thought the people liad before them the o-ood tillage of the 
Society of Friends in every locality of this district; a good deal of tire “crop yet %mains. 
anordmg lood to the people and their cattle. 

Col A. K. Gore, 

Ballina, Mayo. 



This seed came at a seasonable time, as it supplied the poor with seed to replace the 
early seeds destroyed by the fly. The produce of this seed constituted, up to this period, 
the principal food for them, and was, consequently, of the greatest benefit to them. 

James MacHale, p.p., 

Castlebar, Mayo. 



In most instances the first crop of turnips failed from tlie dry weather, and ravages made 
by the fly, but the after-crops were very good, and were the means of presei-ving many lives 
up to the present. ^ ^ 

Scmuel Bourns, 

Rossport House, Mayo. 



I MAY mention that the seeds were a great blessing to the poor of this locality and 
accounts of the goodness of the seed, as also the crops tliem- 

James Anderson, 

The Glebe, Ballinrobe, Mayo. 



Your seeds all grew well, and saved the lives of many, beside prolonging the lives of 
many more, now at rest. The poor of this district are deeply indebted to you.'’ 

James Silles, 

Maryland, Newport, County Mayo. 



Tiir, destitution that prevailed in tlie surrounding parishes when your Society sent us the 
subjoined grant of seeds for green crops, I presume has long since been fully established. 
Very many of the small farmers so despaired of the future, apprehending that tliey would 
not live to see anodier year, could with difficulty, in many cases, he got to sow any seed • 
influential persons induced those poor to do so, and they have long since, with much grati- 
tude, acknowledged the benefit; others gladly availed tlWmselves of yoiirgi-ant; and there 
can be little, if aiy, doubt but almost the whole of the foregoing 509 acres would have 
remained uncropped, had not the poor landholders been gratuitously supplied, as they have 
been, by your Society. The destmction of the turnip crop by the “fly” was Uiis year more 
than double what it was ever known to be, so that in many cases seed had to he sown two 
three, and, m some instances four times; and thus, though the seed was good, the crop was 
not as abundant as could be wished for, in part probably caused by the ignorance of the 
poor in preparing their land, and afterwards not giving the necessary attention thereto. Of 
the carrot and parsnip seed, there was nearly an average crop. 

J. B. Beeche, 

Roscommon. 



The seed all came up very strong and healthy, but suffered greatly from the ravages of 
the fly. It committed great havoc all through my neighbourhood ; some had to be sown 
twice and three times, but a very valuable crop has remained. 

R. B. Bolton Massy, 

Ballywire, Tipperary. 



The seeds were, in every case, most gratefully received, and their distribution has been of 
very great service to the poor ; as far as I can ascertain, all the seeds grew well, and, con- 
sidering the imperfect manner in which they were generally cultivated, produced abundant 
crops. 

Ed. Bewley, m.d. 

Moate, Westmeath. 



(in. Arp.) 1,4 XiiE 
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The distribution of the above seeds was confined to tins parish exclusively , I 

their land, in most cases, would have been without any crop. 

netvn Piirt. Mnnte. Westmeath. 



STATEMENT relative to the Coast Fisheries. 

The numerous attempts made to improve our coast fisheries, which the very large nmcis 
subscribed for the support of the poor of this country during the late calamikius years, p - 
mitted to be entered^on, have very generally failed to produce any considerable amo 
of permanent benefit, notwithstanding the number of influential parties 
undertakings, all along the coast, and though the aggregate sura thus placed in tlieir hands 

^”our SmStre^lent Assistance, more or less extensively, to various pl^es along the coast 
of Doneeal Sli<i'o, Mayo, Galway, Clare, Kerry, Cork, Waterford and Wexford ; obtamni 
the most^approved gear, nets, &c. from the south of England and elsewhere. T he resui ts 
have been Snerally speaking, disappointing, and from various causes, besides the unusually 
se^re^^^^^^ all along the wh'ole coast the last two years Still I trust that 

in many places permanent beneficial results have been obtained from the assistance 

^^I'c^sidered the coast of Donegal too wild for establishing a regular fishery, and though 
numerous parties from thence making application for assistance, seemed by their statements 
fullv convinced of success, yet the results have been altogether unsatisfactory. One or two 
plais on the Donegal coast, amongst those I visited, were certainly reaping much beiicht 
from the opportunity afforded of sending good descriptions of fish, especially lobsters and 
crabs by the steamers from Sligo and Derry to Liverpool and Glasgow ; but speaking ot 
that coast, as a whole, the fisheries were in a moat miserable and hopeless condition. Along 
the coast of Sligo we lent little assistance, and that little seems to have produced but a 
small amount of benefit to the parties assisted. Along the coast of Mayo we gave a con- 
siderable amount of assistance, which has been the means of procuring a large accession of 
food and of supporting a considerable number of people. Some stations were managed by 
our own agents, on a regularly organized plan, but from the unusual severity of the weather 
and consequent curtailment of the number of fishing days, the loss of gear and nets, and 
damage to the craft, the wretched poverty-stricken state of the fishermen, their liopeleasness 
and tSe deo-vedation and supineness resulting from their employment on the relief works, 
success, solar as a profitable return is concerned, has been prevented, although our agents 
acted w’ith some activity and energy. The like may, generally speaking, apply to the 
Galway coast, where we likewise gave a good deal of assistance. One or two places were 
fortunate, and a very profitable result obtained, for which, however, ;,the herring was prin- 
cipally to be thanked. The fishermen of tliat great station, Galway Bay, were in a 
miserable state the last two years ; the kelp ti-ade, as well as the trade iu sea-weed, as a 
manure beino-at a stand, and the poverty of the country inland leaving no market for fish, 
while they had no curing establishment.' Galway may well be culled a great station, if the 
number of boats and men employed be the criterion ; Galway alone having, when last 
counted, over 700 hookers and 1,100 lug-sailed boats, to which add the Clifden division of 
200 bookers and 1,000 lug-sailed boats, and we have no less than 900 hookers and 2,100 
lug-sailed boats, employing no less than 13,400 fishermen and boys, counfing whose 
families, we have not less than 50,000 to 60,000 persons to be supported by these boats. 

Notwithstanding the complete destitution of these people, I found it impossible to induce 
them to take any better method of fishing than they now make use of ; and though starving, 
it was equally impossible to induce them to make any regular daily exertion to capture fisl.i, 
even with these. Our London committee being greatly interested in these people’s welfare, 
and more especially of the Claddagh portion of them, who never occupy ground, and are 
mere fishermen, sent over a party from Falnaoutli ; with well-appointed nets of all kinds, 
dredges, See., and having his trawler ready to follow him, but he found she would not be 
perruitted to be employed, and she therefore remained at Falmouth, nor has he iiimself been 
permitted to use his gear, trammels or other nets, dredges, &c., his time being thus wasted for 
many months, Thus I found matters in Galway ; and having, my next visit there, to forward 
some food from thence to our southern fishing stations, I ordered up our trawler, the 
‘^Erne,” to meet me there; on my arrival, the " Erne” being already there, I called upon 
the Claddagh Admiral and requested permission to make certain experimental scrapes; this 
was accorded, but at certain limits, as to ground, placing us where it was judged 1 should 
find no fish. 'I next requested to be furaished with a pilot, one of their own people, who 
would see that I did not trangress the limits laid down. Under tliese circumstances, we 
commenced our examinatjoii of the entire Bay of Galway ; but the Claddagh people finding 

^ was 
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I was successful beyond all expectation, did, in defiance of their Admiral’s permission, and 
against his wishes (for I do believe he kept faith), commence a system of desperate intimi- 
dation, throwing stones at my crew in the streets, threatening my life and the lives of the 
captain and crew, and of all persons, high or low, who should either aid or communicate 
with us. Several times they came after us with 60 to 100 boats, to put their threats into 
execution. 

As I considered it of importance to make the examination, I was not to be intimidated 
nor interrupted ; and considering our chances of overcoming the opposition of these people 
very much depended on showing that I was not to be intimidated, it was my habit, on 
arrival in port, to walk amongst the fishermen, or go over to the Claddagh and reason with 
them. Still finding the matter becoming systematic and serious, and my crew becoming 
so uneasy as to prevent our working with the necessary steadiness and eneig:y, and the fear 
of their being destroyed should we be set upon, induced me to curtail my trawling of the 
inner portion of the bay ; said inner portion, where we did trawl, being, however, outside the 
limits agreed on with the f)dmirat, and much outside the limits fixed by the Commissioners 
of Fisheries. Our English friends have erected here an extensive curing establishment, 
with a back entrance upon the quay of the Galway Dock, at the opposite side of the river, 
from the Claddagh; the Falmouth fisherman, Arthur Chard, having the management, and 
I fancy it is right well conducted by him. Up to the present time, however, no large extent 
of business has been done. The observations already made as to Sligo will equally apply 
to Clare. As respects Kerry, though we have likewise done little there, this has arisen 
from entirely different causes : — First. Captain Bennett and his company having come over 
to Dingle and Valencia, we were scrupulous not to interfere in any way. When this under- 
taking became defunct, we entered into an arrangement with Maurice O’Conuell, m. p., 
lending him 300 Z., to enable him to carry on a fishery in that quarter. From the weather 
and the supineness of the people, he has found it impracticable to carry on the undertaking, 
and it has dropped. 

Dingle and Valencia have now become stations of the “ Royal Irish Deep-Sea Fishing 
Company,” and for its welfare I am most desirous, though not very hopeful. 

Seeing the bay thus occupied, anxious as I was to examine its capabilities fully, I deter- 
mined to forego the pleasure ; therefore made one most successful scrape, housed my trawl, 
made a few tucks, took some soundings, ran in to Valencia, and next morning started for 
Bantry Bay to visit our stations at Castletown and at Lawrence’s Cove. On these we have 
made our heaviest outlay, in boats, gear and nets of all kinds, and we have now ready to 
go down two fine 20-ton luggers, built here and fully equipped. At Castletown we have 
the Government curing station that was. 

'fhe original station at Castlehaven, started by our friend Charles Bushe, has been singu- 
larly unfortunate. We were for this last-mentioned place, not only induced to send down 
the " Erne” trawler, but a Cornish lugger, brought over by Captain Carter’s gunner, which 
has proved totally unfit for the coast; and both, so far as the station and Charles Bushe’s 
expectations and plans are concerned, without the slighte.st benefit, wliiie the expense has 
been very heavy. 

On the Waterford and Wexford coasts, the undertakings have been very satisfactory. I 
enclose a copy of the last printed Report from the Ring Distwet, another will be out in a 
few days, displaying a very extended increase of beneficial results. I also enclose a couple 
of copies of the Rules and Regulations I originally drew up for the Castlehaven and Bere- 
haveu stations. 

(signed) William Todhunter. 



K. 

FACTS from the Fisheries, contained in Fouh Quarterly Reports from the Ring 
District, County Waterford. 



Introductory Remarks. 

During the season of national calamity, 1846-47, the Waterford Auxiliary Relief Com* 
mittee of the Society of Friends were engaged in distributing to the most distressed paits 
of the district allotted to their care, by Friends’ Central Committee in Dublin, a portion of 
the fund raised in this country for that purpose, and which was ao largely increased by 
munificent donations from Great Britain and the United States. 

Amongst numerous urgent applications for relief received by tlie Auxiliary Committee, 
was a pathetic appeal from the Vicar of Ring, on behalf of the suffering people ofhis parish, 
which is situated at the western side of the bey of Dungarvan, and extends from the Blieve- 
grine mountain to the sea-shore. 

Besides the small landholders and occupiers spattered about on the mountain, this parish 
contains the three villages of Helvick, Ballinagoul, and Ringagoouab, whose population 
amounts to between 2,000, and 3,000 persons, a hardy race of people, depending chiefly for 
their support on fishing ; living almost exclusively as a class to themselves, and having so 
little intercoui'se with other parties, that although only a few miles distant from the town of 
Dungarvan, scarcely any of them can speak English. 

A supply of meal was immediately forwarded for their use ; but the Committee soon, 
became sensible, that though, under tl)e pressing exigency, gratuitous relief was indispensable 
to save the famishing population, unless assistance by means of industrial employment could 

(19. App.) M bs 
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be rendered little if env permanent benefit tvonld be effected. Inquiry wns therefore made 
whether some plan could not he adopUd to induce the fishermen to pursue their accustomed 
useful occupation, which, besides affording profitable employment, would ' ^ 

plish the desirable object of bringing an additional supply of cheap and nntntious jdod ‘“Jo 
5Ve countiv ■ and it ias suggested, that perhaps loans, to be repaid by small weekly nstal- 
ments miJht be a judioioiSrmode of assisting them. To this inquiry the philanthropic 
writer of the annexed Reports replied, thathe would, himself, most ivillingly give Ins pa'SCMl 
compeiation, and that ver, many would be eager to accept the loans ; but he could ot 
avoid entermining a fear that there would not he the same degree of alaenty m ie|.ayiiig 
them, for the fishermen were so reduced by the overwhelming calamity with which »l'cy ■■“d 
been visited, that they had been compelled to part wrth their nets and other fishing gear to 
purchage food, and some of them, iu the extremity of their distress, bad even burned their 
oars for want of other fuel. , , 

So many unsuccessful attempts have been made in years past to promote and encourage 
the Irish fisheries, that in making a fresh effort of this nature, tlie Committee cousiclered it 
needful to commence upon a very moderate scale, and in forming regulations for conducting 
it, to be principally guided by those fundamental principles which so powerfully and univer- 
sally influence human action. ■ L 

\Vitli these views although the crews of upwards of 100 fishing boats were anxious to 
obtain assistance, it was concluded to be the wiser and more prudent course to bcgin witii 
only 1 5 ; it being at the same time intimated to the others, that if these proceeded satisfac- 
torily, and paid up regularly, the number would be increased. 

In selecting these cases, previous good conduct, sobriety and industry were to be the 
recommendutions; and thus at the outset, character, and not mere destitution, was establislied 
and Quickly understood to be the passport to favour. „ , • rv 

The loans, varying from 10s. to 3 1, were to be expended solely for the repair of boats and 
providing fishing apparatus ; and whilst provisions were high priced, a small weekly allow- 
ance of meal as sea store was given, gratis, to each boat’s crew for a short period. 

One month after the loan was made, repayment vas to commence in weekly instalments 
of not less than 0 d. in the pound. The sums tlms received, it was announced, would be 
immediately re-lent to other parties, and the persons assisted were therefore encouraged to 
do their part in benefiting their neighbours, by paying in a greater sum than the stipulated 
amount, whenever the week’s fishing proved successful ; and the expectant applicants 
exercised a salutary vigilance tliat there should be no undue remissness in the payments. 

In order siill further to induce punctuality, and likewise to aid these miserable poor 
people, without compromising the feelings of independence and self-reliance, which the 
-Committee were must anxious to cherish, it was also stipulated that if the instalments of 0 d. 
in the pound were regulavy paid up for 30 weeks, that is, 15s. in the pound, the remaining 
5s., or 26 per cent., would be remitted as a bonus ; but any person getting four weeks irito 
aiTeur would be disentitled to this allowance, and this arrangement has had a very beneficial 
effect. 

But however excellent a plan may be in the abstract, experience abundantly shows that 
unless the individual who undertakes its management and supervision is qualified for the 
task, disappointment is oftentimes the result, The accompanying interesting Reports, and 
the valuable suggestions they contain, will fully testify howjudiciously and successfully the 
views of the Committee have been carried out. 

The sum originally sent was 20L; this was subsequently increased to 60?., which, with 
7/. from the London Ladies’ Association, for promoting employment, 6/. 2i. 6d. the pro- 
duce of clothing sold, and 20 barrels of meal, constituted the whole amount advanced. With 
this and the repayments, 178 loans have been made, and the parties thus assisted have, it 
appears, besides (with little exception)' regularly paying up their instalments, been able to 
maintain themselves and those dependent upon themj at a time, too, when in the surrounding 
parishes the Poor Law Guardians were overwhelmed with wretched objects imploring 
relief. 

In 10th Month, 1847, a deputation from the Auxiliary Committee visited the district, 
and were much gratified at beholding the iiappy countenances, the independent bearing and 
consciousness of self-respect apparent among the fishermen. 



These poor people, whilst pouring forth their grateful acknowledgments for the assistance 
given them, feelingly adverted to the severe injury they sustain by the legal resti'ictioiis on 
the use of the trammel net (described iu the first Report), to which within the last few years 
they liave been subjected. This kind of net is cheap in its construction, inexpensive in 
working it, and takes a large quantity of fish. Different applications have been made to 
the Irish Fishery Board for the removal of these prejudicial restrictions, but hitherto without 
effect, not even the slightest relaxation having been yet granted. In Great Britain it 
appears there are no such restrictions ; on the contrary, this mode of fishing is perfectly 
free and unrestrained, and it certainly does seeme.xtraordinarywhya different course should 
be pursued as regards Ireland. 

Another great impediment to their success has been the want of a suitable pier to shelter 
their frail craft from the winter stoi-ms. At Ballinagoul they pointed to a rude sort of 
bi-eakwater, formed of loose stones, that they had laboriously piled together, and which is 
their only protection, but totally inadequate for the purpose. 

This subject was therefore brought under the notice of the Commissioners of Public 
Works, and that Board immediately sent down their engineer to examine and report upon 
.it j and have since agreed to e.xpend the sum of 1,800?. in erecting a commodious pier there 

for 
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for the safety and accommodation of the fishing boats. The prep;.rations for commencing 
this useful woi'k are now in a state of much forwardness, and it is hoped a considerable por- 
tion of it will be completed during the present year. 

The deputatioj., being desirous to confer some token of approbation, had taken witli them 
some striped woollen shu ts, such as are usually worn by seamen, commonly called “ Guernsey 
frocks;” and these, it was intimated, were to be distributed amongst those who had regularly 
paid up their instalments. In a letter received shortly afterwards hv a member of tiie 
deputation, it is stated, “ The news that such a parcel had arrived circulated through our 
different fishing hamlets as if conveyed by electric telegraph ; and the announcement that 
they were to be given as premiums to ihose who were most punctual in their paynieiits, has 
eifected more than a score of processes, emanating from a court ot law.” 

In a subsequent leUer it is further stated : “ Uiir prizemen are conspicuous in the busy 
throng ; and they say these shirts afford them more warmth and comfort than all the rest of 
their tattered habiliments put together.” Thus, by the outlay of about 6/. a fresh impulse 
was given to their operations ; the punctual become possessors of a comfortable garment, and 
could exhibit it as an honourable testimonial of ihe fidelity with which they had discharged 
their engagements. 

Fishing when diligently followed is a laborious occupation, and it is of considerable im- 
portance that persons engaged in it should have a good supply of warm clothing, so that 
when returning' wet and weary, after their severe toil, there should always be a change of dry 
garments ready for tiiem. The Committee early sought to impress this new idea upon 
them, and with a view ofpromoting and encouraging it, a supply of substantial warm clothing 
was sent thither for sale at a reduced price. 

It was also announced that an inspection of their habitations, as well as their clothing, 
would take place during the Spring, and premiums be awarded to the most deserving. This 
announcement caused boih brush and broom to be quickly brought into active operation, 
and so complete a revolution ensued, that when the rewards were distributed, “ the whitened 
walls and neatly sanded floors, gave an appearance of cleanliness and comfort to those 
humble dwellings to which the inmates were previously strangers.” 

In submitting these preliminary observations, with the annexed Reports, to the notice of 
the public, the Auxiliary Committee entertain tiie hope that efforts of a similar nature may 
be made on other parts of the coast. The main points to be kept in view, being simply to 
on a moderate scale, to select the persons to lie assisted from among the most deserving, 
i-atlier than the most destitute ; and to frame the regulations so as to make it the interest of 
all parties to adhere to and maintain them. 

l*he Committee further indulge the expectation that a perusal of these pages may arrest 
the attention of some influential i^Iembers of the Legislature, and promote the speedy removal 
of tlie prejudicial and imptslitic restrictions which debar the poor Irish fisherman from the 
free use and consequent advantages of the valuable kinds of net which are in profitable and 
unrestrained operation in England and elsewhere. 

Much has been said about encouraging the Irish fisheries, but every reflecting mind must 
at once perceive that until there is freedom of action for catching the fish, as well as security 
for the vessels engaged in it, by the construction of piers in suitable places, it is almost 
hopeless to expect any great extension or permanent improvement in this valuable branch 
of national industry. 

Waterford, 8th Month, 2lst, 1848. 



To the Members of the Friends’ Auxiliary Relief Association in Waterford. 

Gentlemen, 

In laying before your Committee tire following statement, relative to the loans made to 
the Ring fishermen, from funds which your Society placed at my disposal, I trust you will 
not consider that I am trespassing too much upon j^our time, while I give you a brief 
description of the condition of these poor fishermen, prior to the recemt of the liberal dona- 
tions which from time to time we have received from your society. But presuming on tlie 
kind interest which you continue to take in the welfare of this hitherto neglected class of 
persons, I am emboldened to dwell upon the subject, as 1 conceive that nothing can be 
more ^ratifying to the humane and charitable, than to be assured tliat their bounty has not 
been misapplie'd, and that it has enabled us to sow those seeds from which there is every 
prospect of a plentiful haiwest. - , e , 

When your Honoi'ary Secretary first applied to me for information respecting the fisher- 
men of this district, I went in person to inspect their boats and fishing appointments ; arid 
found that, in almost eveiy instance, these latter had been pawned or sold for the purchase 
of food durino- the winter months ; and that the oars and lining of the boats had been 
used as fuel. °So that from a fleet consisting of about 100 fishing boats, not more than 
six or eight couid be procured on this whole line of coast which might be considered sea- 
worth^ I observed the fishermen wandering along the cliffs in idleness, with apathy or 
despair depicted on every countenance. They had neither nets, nor lines, nor hooks ; all 
having been long since disposed of for food. 'Famine was raging at its height, while fever 
and dysentery — whose virulence was much increased by the impurities so prevalent in 
fishing hamlets— were hurrying many to a premature grave ! Our local subscriptions had 
been long since expended in the purchase of food : we had no relief to expect from sources 
which were already drained to the very dregs.- 

•(19. App.) m 2 Ifc- 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




92 APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFOEE SELECT COMMITTEE 

It was at this time, that youv benevolent Society came to our assistance, and incalculable 
beyond measure have been the results. Our ship carpenters were immediately set to work. 
The fishermen might be observed making every preparation for the approaching season, 
while their wives and daughters were busily engaged in spinning and making nets. And 
though the year has not been as remunerative to the fishermen in this immediate locality as 
we anticipated, you will be much pleased to learn that the crews of 49 boats, to whom your 
bounty extended, have been placed in a position which enables them now to support their 

families by their own industry and exertions. , , 

The advance in money to each boat, varies from 10s. to 3 1 . according to the wants of 
the crew : and it is expected that these sums will be repaid by weekly instalments ; and m 
consideration of the very gieat distress which prevailed at the time, and with a view to 
encourage punctuality ot payment among the men, it was stipulated, as you directed that 
one-fourth of the amount advanced should be remitted, provided the other three-fourths 
were paid up .within a reasonable time. In addition to this bonus, each boat’s crew 
received two stone of Indian meal per week to render them independent of tlie out-door 
relief, for which they should have to apply each day in person, about noon, wlien they 
ought to be at sea. 

It may be interesting to your Committee to learn a few particular instances of the happy 
effects resulting from your bounty, which have come to my knowledge. 

One boat’s crew who had been compelled by extreme destitution to sell during tlie 
winter, for less than half its value, a large sweep net, which was their only means of 
support, obtained a loan of 3 1 . which enabled them to purchase another, and with this at 
the very first draught, they obtained about 4,000 mackerel, worth nearly 10/. 

Another party, to whom a similar advance had been made, took in one evening 50Z. worth 
of mackerel and scads. 

A very poor man who obtained a loan of 15s. from the fund, caught a turbot for which 
he received the full amount of the sum advanced. 

A fourth party came to inform me that his whole substance, consisting of a little stack 
of corn and some household furniture, had been distrained by his landlord for rent; and 
that consequently if not speedily assisted, he was inevitably ruined. He got as much 
money as enabled him to procure at a pawn-office some herring nets, and in two days he 
came to inform me that he had taken 16 /. worth of herrings; a sum almost sufficient to 
purchase the fee-simple of the small holdings on which he had been living, it is scarcely 
necessary to acid, that the bailiffs were immediately withdrawn and the rent paid. 

1 could mention many similar cases, but sufficient, I trust, has been said to prove, if proof 
were wanting, what inestimable benefits your liberality has conferred upon tlie poor fisher- 
men of this district. 

1 regret, however, to say tliat notwithstanding all that has been done, we have still some 
very considerable difficulties to struggle against. In the present Report I shall confine myself 
to two. 

The first is, the restrictions against the use of tlie trammel-nets. This is a mode of fish- 
ing, which has been carried on with very great success for a considerable number of years 
in this locality, and is of all others, the most remunerative to tlie fisherman. The take of 
hake after the night in each boat often varying from 500 to 1,000 fisb. And it is peculiarly 
adapted to the small boats used here, for the owners can set their nets on the fishing 
ground, and should the weather threaten to be unfavourable, they return to the shore, and 
subsequently avail themselves of the first favourable moment, when the wind abates to 
repair to their nets, remove the fish therefrom, and thus supply the markets, when the 
larger boats are weather-bound in harbour. But by a recent enactment of tlie Legislature, 
these trammel-nets cannot be set until after sun-set, and must be taken up the following 
morning before sun-rise. Now, when we take into account the loss of time in setting these 
nets and the shortness of the night in summer, you will perceive that the restriction to 
which I have referred, almost amounts to a total prohibition ; while in winter, the darkness 
sets in so soon after the sun sinks below the horizon, that the difficulty of returnino- to the 
shore in open boats, particularly in rough weather, almost deters the fishermau altogether 
from the use of the trammel-net. If then the Board of Fisheries could be induced to 
sanction such a relaxation of the laws, as would allow more latitude to the class of fisher- 
men whom I have mentioned, or would mark out a particular part of the coast at each 
station, between certain limits, for the use of such nets, thus doing away with monopoly, and 
admitting free trade in fishing as in grain, I have no doubt but they would confer great 
benefit not only on the fishermen, but on the community at large. 

But we have another, and a far more serious difficulty to contend with — a difficulty which 
dunng the winter months, when fishing is most profitable, paraljrzes every effort at exertion 
and one which affects this part of the coast more tlian any other. I mean the want of a 
safety harbour for our boats. It is really surprising to find so many boats (12 hookers 
and about 90 yawls) in a district unprovided with a harbour, and all these the property 
ot very poor persons. Now what is the consequence? In winter, all the hookers must be 
drawn ashore with very great labour, and placed above high water mark ; in like manner 
oats, except those only which use the spilliards, and among these it frequently 
a storm commits^ fearful havoc. Not many days since, six boats were forced 
oorings and carried out to sea, laden as they were with herrings, the crews 
to abandon them to their fate. There is in the bay an excellent site for a pier; 
be constructed at a moderate expense, sufficiently large to accommodate all the 
boats on this station ; were such accommodation provided, 1 have no doubt but that in a 
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few years the number of our fishing boats would be doubled. And as preparations are 
being made for the erection of a fish-curing establishment at Helvick, under tlie management 
of a Scotch capitalist, such a pier would afford not only to us, but to the fishermen of 
Dungarvan and Abbeyside, the greatest facility of lauding and disposing of their fish to 
great advantage, without the necessity of their returning by a tedious and intricate naviga- 
tion to the Quay of Dungai-van, which in bad weather is'attended with much danger, and is 
the cause of very considerable delay and loss of time. 

In conclusion, 1 beg with sincere pleasure to tender to your Society, on the part of those 
relieved by your bounty, the overflowings of the deepest gratitude; and to express the 
unfeigned thanks of tlie many hundred persons whom you have been the means under 
Providence of rescuing from an untimely death. 

I have tlie honour to remain, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient and obliged Servant, 

Seaview, Dungarvan, 7 October 1847. James Alcock, Vicar ofRing. 



No. 


NAME 

of the Principal Party 
in each Boat. 




No. 

receiving 

Loan. 


Name of Boat. 


Amount 

of 

Loan. 


Weekly 

Instalments 

to 4th Oct. 


1 ! 


Edmund Walsh 




3 


Mary Anne - 


1 

! £ 
3 


s. 


d. 


£. 5. 

1 0 


d. 


2 


Michael Connel 


- 


3 


Shamrock 


i 


15 


_ 






8 


Maurice Ilartv 


. 


4 


Ant - - - 


_ 


15 








4 ; 


John IVlornssy 


- 


4 


Bessie - - - 


1 


15 




1 6 


3 


5 


Bat. Walsh 


- 


4 


Thomas 


! 1 




_ 




_ 


6 


Pat Walsh 


_ 


6 


St. Nicholas 


2 


_ 


_ 




9 


7 


Bat Bulhvan - 


- 


4 


Mary - 


1 


10 




1 1 




8 


Daniel Bum - 


_ 


4 


Ruddock 


1 


- 


_ 


- ]U 




9 


Augustus Draper 


- 


3 


Victory 


1 


10 


- 


1 1 


_ 


10 


Nicholas Terry 


- 


4 


bt. Martin - 


1 


_ 




- 15 


_ 


11 


Maurice Connel 


- 


4 


I'he Unknown 


1 


_ 


_ 




_ 


12 


J olm Kean 


- 


2 


Wave - - - 


1 


_ 


_ 




_ 


13 


James Mahony 


- 


5 


Nancy 


2 


- 


_ 


1 6 




14 


Michael Costin 


- 


2 


Mary - - - 


_ 


10 


_ 




C 


15 


John i>e Courcy 


- 


4 


Pati-ick 


1 


- 


- 


- 15 


_ 


10 


John Murray - 


- 


4 


St. Patrick - 


1 


10 


_ 


- 12 


0 


17 


William Barry 


- 


4 


Screw - - - 


1 


15 


_ 




_ 


18 


William Murray 


- 


2 


Whip - 


1 


_ 


_ 


- 9 




19 


Michael Carey 


- 


4 


Mary (Jarey 


1 


15 


- 


- 18 


6 


20 


Fat Kenna 


- 


1 


Grandison - 




10 


_ 


- 7 


6 


21 


James Walsh - 


- 


3 


Mary - - - 


_ 


15 




- 11 


3 


22 


James Graves - 


- 


4 


Helvick 


2 


7 


0 


1 - 


_ 


23 


John Dromy - 


- 


4 


Nancy 


1 


10 


- 


- 14 


3 


24 


Thomas Kelly - 


- 


5 


Anne - - - 


2 


... 


_ 


- 14 


0 


25 


Fat Murray 


- 


4 I 


Elizabeth 


2 


- 


_ 


- 16 


_ 


26 


Mathew Keane 


- 


4 1 




2 






1 - 


_ 


27 


Michael Murray 


- 


4 


Repeal 


2 




- 


- 16 


- 


28 


Nicholas Power 


- 


2 


Mary - - - 


I 


10 


_ 


1 2 


6 




John Whelan - 


- 


4 


St. Patrick - 


' 0 


- 


_ 


- 14 


9 


30 


James Whelan 


- 


4 


Peggy 


2 


- 


- 


- 19 


6 




Thomas Whelan 


- 


5 


Johanna 


2 


- 


_ 


- 17 


6 




Pat Murray - 


- 


4 


Ellen - 


2 


10 


_ 


- 16 


6 


33 


John Hayes 


- 


3 


The Lady 


1 


10 


- 


- 8 


- 


34 


William Carey 


- 


2 


Mary - - - 


1 


6 


- 


- 10 


- 


35 


John Hartry - 


- 


1 


„ - - - 


- 


11 


3 


- 8 


4 




John Morrissy 


- 


4 


The Best' Boat 


2 


- 


- 


1 10 


- 




Maurice Brien 


- 


1 


„ - 




10 


_ 


- 7 


6 




Michael Walsh 


- 


1 


„ - 


_ 


10 


_ 


- 5 


_ 




Nicholas Power 


- 


3 


Mary - 


1 


- 


- 


- 6 


6 




James Carey - 




2 


Schooner 


1 


- 


- 


- 6 


- . 




Philip Barnett 
Pat Glassee 


- 


2 


„ - 


_ 


15 


_ 


- 5 


_ 




- 


3 


Gannet 


1 


- 


- 


- 10 


_ 




Pat Tobin 


- 


4 


Nicholas 


2 


- 


- 


- 8 


- 


44 


James Carthy - 


- 


1 




- 


10 


- 


- s 


- 




Thomas Power 


- 


2 


' Thomas Power 


1 


— 


— 


- 3 




46 


Daniel Mahony 


- 


2 


Spankttway - 


- 


10 


- 


- 8 


- 


47 


Michael Hartry 


- 


2 


,, - - 


- 


16 


— 


- 1 


6 


48 ' 


John Maher - 




8 


Ringdove 


1 


- 


- 


- 1 


- 


49 


James Maliony 


- 


8 


Donald 


1 


- 


- 


— 










156 


£. 


65 


18 


9 


31 14 


.1 
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£. S. d. 

Amount of 1st grant - - 20 - - 

Ditto - 2d ditto - - 10 - - 

Weekly payments - ■ 31 14 1 

From Ladies’ Association in 

London, per Mrs. Fovvler - 7 - - 

£.68 14 1 
In advance - - 6 19 8 

£.75 13 9 



£. s. d. 

Amount of Loans as above - 65 18 9 

Paid for 20 cwt. Indian meal 
for sea store -• - - 9 15 ~ 



£. 75 13 



9 



By the foregoing account, I have received altogether in grants and weekly instalments, 
68 2^14 5 . 1 d.; and I have given in loans, 65 2. 18 s. 9 d.; and expended on the purchase of. 
meal. 9 1. 15 s. ; which leaves a balance due to me of 6 1. 19 s. 8 d., which sum I was induced 
to advance to the fishermen a short time since when the herrings entered the harbour, and 
many persons were unprovided with nets. 

7 October 1847. 



The Second Quarterly Keport from the Ring District, addressed to the Auxiliary 
Relief Committee of the Society of Fuiends in Waterford. 

Gentlemen, 

I FF.EL that I should be guilty of the greatest disrespect to the members of your Com- 
mittee, and the cause of much serious injury to the fishermen of this immediate district, 
whose cause you have so warmly espoused, were I, for any jDersonal inconvenience to myself, 
to withhold from vou any iufonoution as to the working of the system, which you have 
so humanely proposed, for the relief of the famishing poor of this parish. From a tiiorough 
conviction, that nothing tends more to check and throw a damp upon the charitable exer- 
tions of those who are willing to contribute from their abundance to the wants of others, 
than the impression, that such funds have been lavishly expended or misapplied, I hope to 
be able in the following Report to sliow that such is not the case ; on the contrary, that 
much practical good has been effected, that a fair experiment has been made under very 
unfavorable circumstances, to prove that even a small outlay judiciously managed, may be 
the means, under Providence, of placing many hundreds of our fellow-creatures — who aie 
able and willing to labour — in a position which enables them to support themselves and 
families in comparative comfort and independence. From the sad experience which we 
have had during the last two years, I believe it is now freely admitted by all, that nothing 
tends more to demoralize the working classes of this country than gratuitous relief ; — feed 
the people in idleness, and you completely paralyze every effort at exertion on their parts ; 
such is unfortunately their character. Even prior to the famine, which has been desolating 
the land, the whole object of their ambition seemed to be to cultivate, during the spring of 
the year, as much of the plainest and coarsest food, as under favourable circumstances would 
be sufficient for their families ; after which there was a total relaxation of all industry ; no 
wish, at least no attempt, to better their condition, no preparation for a future day, no 
ambition, no energy. But, gentlemen, in the system of relief you have suggested, and on 
which I have been acting, the case is quite different ; your bounty is extended to none but 
the sober, industrious and well conducted. The people are taught to be tempemte and 
diligent, they receive pecuniary assistance to enable them to work for their support, and 
they are rewarded for punctuality in the repayment of the loans they have received, all the 
social relations of life are respected, and thus the character of the people materially 
improved. 

i believe I mentioned in my last quarterly Report, that at the time your very liberal 
donation was forwarded to me for the use of the fishermen, out of a fleet of 100 boats not 
more than 8 or 10 were considered sea-worthy; nor had the ownem the means of repairing 
them; and what was the natural consequence of such a state of things? that in one fishing 
hamlet alone we had this time last year 100 families on our relief lists calling daily upon 
us for food, while in the same village now tliere are not more than seven families in 
distress. The same observations may be made with regard to the adjoining villages of Ring 
and Helvick. Nor let it be supposed that this remarkable difference was occasioned by the 
great quantity of fish taken during the summer months. On the contrary, the season has 
bep altogether an unfavourable one ; but still all are enabled through your instrumentality 
(without having received any other assistance whatever) to support themselves by their own 
industry and exertions. They have acquired a degree of independence, and they have 
shaken off the indolence and sloth for which during the time they were employed on the 
public works they were singularly remarkable. 

I liave stated that a fair experiment has been made under very unfavourable circumstances 
proving how much practical benefit might he effected among this class of fishermen by 
small loans, for when we consider the state of abject poverty under which our poor had 
been labouring in the month of June last, when your bounty was extended to them, without 
fishing appointments of any kind which were available, without clothing, deeply in arrear 

with. 
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with their landlords, and provisions at famine prices, it is not to be wondered at that even 
the most sanguine should have anticipated a decided failure in our operations. But such 
I am truly happy to inform you is not the case. The experiment is working well, and the 
consequence is, that on every side may be seen comparative plenty and couteiitraent, where 
before was famine and despair. 1 have the more pleasure in mentioning this fact, now mat 
the Legislature has taken a livelv interest in the subject of the improvement of fisheries on 
the coast of Ireland, in the humlile yet confident hope, that a system, somewhat similar to 
that which you have introduced on this coast, and which has been attended with such 
signal success, may be more generally adopted among this class of popr but industrious 
men, who are ready to encounter every difficulty, and brave every danger in the. pursuit of 
n livelihood, if only the means were supplied to them with even a moderate chance of 
success. 

The necessity of such loans to the humbler class of fishermen along the coast, will appear 
yet more evident when we beai- in mind that every change of season brings with it a 
different mode of fishing. Thus, in autumn all aie busily engaged with hand-lines and 
trammel-nets'in pursuit of hake, after which it is announced that the herrings are approaching 
the shore ; vviiat is the practice with the poor fisherman ? lie is forced to sell or pawn his 
trammel-nets for one-fourth of their value, to enable him to procure nets of a smaller mesh 
for taking herrings ; and these he must dispose of at a like sacrifice to purchase spilliards ; 
and these again Ibr lobster-pots, &c., so that tlie loss sustained on every exchange is almost 
incalculable; Another advantage accruing from such loans is, that the fishermen by pur- 
cliasing the raw material, and employing the junior members of his family at home, not 
only inculcates upon their youthful minds habits of industry, but obtains in this manner a 
much superior article, and at a considerable less cost than if he went to the shop to buy — 

• and he is always prepared for the approach of fish. 

I come now to explain how the funds which you have placed at my disposal have been 
applied. In my last Report I mentioned that 65l. 18s. had been divided among the 
crews of 49 boats ; since which time your furtlier donation of 2o2. has been received, and 
this sum, together witli the amount ot weekly instalments paid in, has enabled me to issue 
40 more, so that I now find, by reference to my book, a total of 105 /. IS s. 9d. has been 
distributed among 77 parties or crews; of these 83 have paid up the full amount of the 
loan, subject to the reduction of 25 per cent., and the others, with very few exceptions, are 
going on. steadily in their payments. Thus, we have 77 parties, amounting to about 230 
heads of families, receiving nearly 10 s. each, for tlie purchase of hemp or to repair their 
boats, together with a very liberal allowance of meal (while provisions were deai'), warai 
clothing for the winter, and hooks. And here, while 1 state the immense benefit which this 
sum has conferred on nearly 1,000 souls, let me ask how far would it have reached in feeding 
so many families in idleness? Not 14 days at the utmost. 

It will afford you much pleasure also to learn that the fishermen, notwithstanding all the 
hardships to which they are exposed in cold and wet weather, are becoming every da.y more 
remarkable for temperance and sobriety. The rewards of merit which you directed me to 
give them have had a most salutary effect; the Guernsey shirts proved a most valuable 
acquisition to them ; they were given to those most distinguished for good conduct and 
prompt payment; and I propose, with your approval, to dispose of the clothes you are now 
sending in a similar mauner, beginning with the parties immediately succeeding those with 
whom the former grant ceased. 

When the local advantages which we possess are remembered, it will be readily admitted 
that no district on the coast is more justly entitled to the special consideration of the 
Legislature ; the whole population are fishermen, while we have no resident proprietors, no 

• capitalist to embark in so profitable a speculation. Nature has done much for us ; and 
there is probably no part of the coast of Ireland better adapted for a fishing station or 
possessing more natural advantages. We have the Nymph Bank and the Mead, universally 
admitted to be most favourite resorts for fish, within a convenient distance. We have in 
the Bay of Dungarvan several sites, admirably calculated for placing salmon-nets, such as 
are used with great success on the coast of Scotland and elsewliere, but from the want of 

• capita], no attempt has been made hitherto, though such an outlay would be most remu- 

nerative. We have an excellent market for all the fish that may be taken, from which the 
counties of Waterford and Tipperary are supplied ; and there is at Helvick a fish-curing 
establishment, under the management of a Scotch company, where a ready_ sale can be 
effected, should the market at any time be overstocked. But our great difficulty still 
remains — I mean the want of a Safety Harbour for our boats ; had we such a place of 
security, the larger craft need not remain idle all the wiuter, as is now the case, drawn up 
on shore ; not to mention the loss that is sustained eveiy season, when the tide, during a 
storm rising above its usual limits, sweeps the shore and carries away many of the boats 
which happen to have been left within its reach. Often have I stood watching those hardy 
fishermen after a night of excessive labour and hardship, pushing up their boats against a 
steep bank, beyond the reach of the angry elements, while their backs were literally 
streaming with blood from the exertions they were forced to use. They are really a patient 
and hardworking set of fellows, and if only some encouragement and assistance were given 
them, they could be easily taught to have a spirit of self-dependence, and to rely upon their 
own energies for support. _ . , 

I baVe already, in my former Report, dwelt upon the restrictions regarding the use oftrani- 
mel-nets ; I shall, therefore, now confine myself to one question. Is it not a sLi-ange anomaly 
in' our Irish code of laws, that in a year of famine there should be restrictions against the 
free use of such nets, founded, perhaps, on a wild fancy of the imagination, while they are 
(19. App.) permitted 
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permitted ia England and Scotland ? Are we protecting the fish for generations yet unborn, 
at the expense of our famishing poor ? Our first object should be to increase, by every fair 
and legitimate means, the supply of food in our markets; and until it can be proved beyond 
the possibility of a doubt that such object has not been effected, I cannot conceive the 
expediency of such restrictions. 

The next point to which I would heg to direct your particular attention, is a suggestion 
which I received from a gentleman of much practical experience, viz.: — That a fishing chart, 
or rather a chart of the fishing banks, would contribute materially to the promotion of the 
fisheries, and the plan he proposes is most simple and feasible, for the Government is now 
making a nautical survey of the coast, and with a small additional expense the Admiralty 
Surveyors could easily examine the sevei-al fishing banks, and by having experienced fisher- 
men associated with them, could not only set down the nature of those banks, their sound- 
ings, current®, &c. &c., but also, by “ trying the ground,” ascertain the kinds and quantities 
of fish resorting to them. The resources and treasures of the deep being thus tested, an 
additional stimulus for perseverence and exertion is thereby given — the fislierman no longer 
worts in the dark as heretofore, hut knows in what direction to shape his course in search of 
fish, should he not succeed in finding them in, their accustomed haunts. 

Before concluding this Report, I would otfer one suggestion more respecting this class 
of persons, which, if acted upon, would, I trust, be attended with very beneficial results. 

I perceive, by the public prints, that the Government is deputing practical instructors to pro- 
ceed through the different counties, and deliver lectures on agricultural subjects, intending 
thereby to improve t!ie system of farming heretofore pursued in Ireland. Now, if something 
similar were done for the fishermen, would it not be the means of effecting much practice 
good? The difficulties attending such a scheme are few ; the lecturer would not have to 
travel from farm to faim, nor from parish to paiish, in search of an audience ; he would 
easily find one assembled at every fishing station. He could adopt, as he advanced round 
the coast, what appeared to him to be the most successfol methods of taking the different 
kinds of fish, and impart such knowledge to those at other stations not so well informed ; 
he could explain the most approved manner of fishing, as practised in Holland, England, 
Scotland, &c., and by exhibiting specimens of the most improved fishing gear, contribute 
materially to benefit a class of persons who, I regret to say, have in many places much to 
learn. 

Everything being thus put jn proper train, the people encouraged in habits of sobrietyand 
industry, properly instructed in the most improved methods of taking fish, and being provided 
with proper charts to direct them in their proceedings, and having the advantage of Safety 
Harbours constructed in favourable situatior^, and at convenient distances along the coast, 
matters would be so much better managed than at present, that I have no doubt but 
that these considerations would induce many capitalists to come forward, after the present 
panic in the money-market subsides, and embarK in an undertaking which, while it would 
afford employment to a large number of persons, would be amply remunerative to them- 
selves. By this means a superior description of fishing-craft, well furnished with all the 
necessary apparatus, would be employed at each station ; and, as a necessary consequence, 
an abundant and constant supply of a cheap and wholesome food would be seen in our 
markets ; and our poor would not be found famishing in idleness around the coast, as is 
now the case, with an abundant harvest almost within their grasp, if only they were provided 
with the means of reaping it. ^ 

In conclusion, I beg to return you, on behalf of those 230 families which you have been 
instrumental in rescuing from an untimely grave, a thousand thanks, and to assure you of 
their unfeigned gratitude for all your favours conferred; 

And am. Gentlemen, 

Your obliged and faithful Servant, 

a . T Vicar of Ring, 

beaview, 4th January 1848. ° 



t. s. d. 

Amount of Donations received 57 - - 
•Amount of Weekly Instal- 
ments paid in - - - 68 13 9 



Amount of Loans to Fisher- 
men to this date - - 105 18 9 

Meal for sea store - - 9 15 - 



£ 



. 115 13 9 



£. 115 13 



9 



Tee Third Quarterly Report fi-om the Ring District, addressed to the Auxiliary 
Relief Committee of the Society of Friends in Waterford. 

Gentlemen, 

Three months have now elapsed sinoe I last had the pleasure of lavine before vour 
proceedin|s of the Ring fishermen, and you are low prlblbfv 
prepared to learn that the scanty supply of food which they derived from the late'harves? 
being 
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being long since exhausted, and the weather, during the winter months, being too severe to 
admit of the small open boats, which are here used, from the want of proper accommodation 
for larger craft, putting to sea, the poor of this district are again reduced to the same state 
of wretched destitution as that in which they were plunged, at the time that youi’ Committee 
first extended a helping hand to relieve them. You are expecting to hear that our loan 
fund, subject to a constant reduction of 25 per cent, at every issue, as stated in a former 
Report, being now frittered away, the poor lisherman, heretofore sustained by your bounty, 
has no alternative but to apply for admission to the Workhouse. ; or you are probably anti- 
cipating another appeal to your charitable sympathies on behalf of the poor of this parish, 
who, for a considerable time, were enabled, through the assistance you afforded them, to 
make a stand against poverty, and support themselves by honest industry. But no — such 
is not my intention ; on the contrary it affords me the greatest satisfaction to be able to state 
that a most remarkable change for the better has taken place in the condition of oui- fisher- 
men, witliin the last six months. We have had, thank God, no destitution up to the present 
time ; all are beginning once more to look cheerful, robust and comfortable. They are pro- 
vided with a sufficient supply of fishing gear for their immediate wants, and, therefore, con 
stantly employed wlienever the weather permits. I might almost add, that no weather 
prevents tliem from putting to sea in search of fish, so great is their anxiety and ambition 
to be distinguished for industi’y, hardihood and perseverance. It has been remarked that 
there were many more persons engaged in taking haddock, cod and ling, on this coast, during 
the late inclement season tiian in any former year. Often have I been terrified, while 1 
witnessed from our lofty cliff's the struggles of (he fishermen, as they endeavoured to make 
the shore against a strong westerly wind ; often have I imagined that tlie looks of the wives 
and families of those contending with tlie angry element were directed in a reproachful man- 
ner against me, as the cause of their being exposed to such imminent danger (because I lose 
no opportunity of impressing on the minds of all the necessity of increased diligence and 
exertion, to enable thenr to overcome the difficulties they have to contend with), for it occa- 
sionally happens, that in those open boats, the men are foi-ced in stress of weather to take 
refuge in sheltered creeks or coves, several miles distant from their homes, leaving their 
anxious families for many hours, sometimes days, in the deepest iigony and suspense as to 
their fate, but we liave every reason to be thankful, for up to the present time no accident 
has occurred. For the accuracy of the foregoing statement, relative to the hardihood of 
these men, I might confidently refer to the engineer, who was deputed by the Board of 
Works, to prepare a report and survey of the different sites on tliis coast, most calculated 
for a Safety Harbour. It was blowing a gale of wind, accompanied with severe showers of 
snow and sleet, on the day be visited Baliinagoul, and great was his surprise to see those 
brave fellows advancing towards (he shore in their little yawls; nor was his astonishment 
less when he observed them casting anchor, about two furlongs, (for it was low water at the 
time) from the rude pier tliat they constructed, and wading tlirough the water with the fish 
in baskets on their backs. When that gentleman asked them, were they not afraid to venture 
out in such weather ? they replied, “ No, sir, for, as you see, we have (eft ail the old and 
infirm hands at home, and we are used to such rough work.” 

Avery visible improvement is, I say, now observable among the fishermen. Their houses 
have been all newly thatched, and the whitened walls, and neatly sanded floors, give an 
appearance of cleanliness and comfort to those humble dwellings, to wbicli the inmates were 
liiihcrto strangers. 

I took occasion in a former Report to allude to the slovenly habits and absence of neat- 
ness so manifest in these fishing hamlets, and that in consequence, contagious diseases pre- 
vailed to such an alarming degree, in this particular district, that the Board of Health found 
it necessary to adopt the most stringent measures to guard against the spread of infection. 
And among other precautions, it was deemed advisable to supply lime and brushes, gratis, 
to every householder who was unable to purchase them. But this was done to no purpose ; 
for it vvas with considerable difficulty we could induce many of the parties to use them. In 
fact, we were obliged to stop the rations of all who refused to comply with so reasonable a 
request, and this at length had the desired effect. 

But now I am happy to say a totally different order of things has taken place, ancl_ a wish 
to please operates stronger than fear or constraint; and in consequence of an intimation 
having been received from the Secretary of your Auxiliary Committee, that a deputation 
from Waterford would visit this district for the purpose of witnessing what progress and 
improvement had been made in the social condition of the fishermen since the period of tlieir 
last inspection in October, the greatest alacrity seems to prevail among all classes in making 
preparations for the wished-for approach of their benefactors. Women and children are 
eniulously vicing with one another to remove everything calculated to offend the eye, or be 
displeasing to tlieir visitors. 

The Irish peasant is said to be heartless and ungrateful ; and why? because he seldom 
meets with that indulgence and kind treatment which he might reasonably expect from his 
natural protectors, and which are calculated to elicit the kindlier feelings of a generous 
nature. I would rather say he is suspicious. He conceives that we have a selfish or 
interested motive in everything that we do, even though it may appear to be for his advan- 
tage; and until you convince him to the contrary, you will have much difficulty to overcome, 
before you can prevail upon him to adopt any measure of improvement for his own substan- 
tial benefit. And here let me mention a little incident, trifling indeed in itself, but sufficient 
to prove how unprepared the humbler classes in this country are for the reception of any 
mark of disinterested kindness emanating from persons unconnected with them by the 

(19.APP.) N Old, nary 
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ovdinaiv obiio-ations of property or kindred. The case to which I allude, occurred a few 
days since, when a friend of mine was explaining in Irish (the only language mtclhgible 
here to the great majority) to a group of fishermen, \vliilc I was engaged m filling som« 
orders I had promised them for hemp, how anxious your society were for the establishment 
of order, cleanliness, comfort and economy ; and had stated how gratified you would be to 
observe such a visible improvemeut in themselves, tlieir houses and fisliing appointments on 
the day of inspection, whereupon one 'of the party remarked. “ Indeed, Sir, wo will^do our 
best to please the gentlemen, hoping it may be the means of serving Mr. Alcock.” And 
here, while we may perceive the gratitude of this poor man, who wished to repay in kind 
the favours he had received, we may also observe, that tiie mere pleasure of distributing 
another’s bounty, could never, in his estimation, influence a person in a work of benevo- 
lence, unless he had an ulterior object in view. 

You may be anxious to learu what steps, if any, have been taken for the attainment of 
the objects mentioned in former Reports, as so desirable for the advancement of the 
fisheries in this district. I allude more particularly to the construction of a Safety Harbour 
for the fishing boats. This subject, I have much pleasure in stating, has been most warmly 
advocated in° various quarters, and memorials in favour of it have been forwarded by tlio 
parties locally interested to the Board of Works, praying for such accommodation for 
vessels as will render the outlay of capital at this station no longer a precarious but a safe 
iuvestment. Those applications have had the desired effect of directing the attention of 
the Commissioners to tliis locality, and the most encouraging assurances have been received 
in reply. An engineer has been sent from Dublin to examine the different sites most 
suitable for a Safety Harbour, and make tire necessary surveys, &c., so that I trust ere long 
to be able to say that our most sanguine expectations have been crowned with success. 

Scarcely a week passes that our shoi-es are not visited by some engineer, inspector, or 
other Government official, whose very airpearance at the station acts as a stimulus to 
increased exertion among the fishermen, who are now becoming aware of their own import- 
ance, and the enviable position in which they are placed, and are cherishing the fond liope 
that much brighter days are yet in store for them. 

When it is remembered that in the immediate vicinity of Helvick, 100 boats are con- 
stantly employed on an exposed coast, it would be superfluous to advance any aiguinerit in 
favour of its local advantages as a fishing station, and the probability is that this number 
will be doubled in the course of a vei'y few years after the erection of tlie pier. Not only 
this, but vessels of a superior description will be introduced immediately, capable of stand- 
ing out in rough -vveather, and therefore considerably more remimerative to the fisherman. 
What a vast field for employment will this open for our dense population ! How it will 
relieve the workhouse of hundreds of those now congregated within its gloomy walls, and 
raise tlie labouring classes of the district from that degraded and servile position to which 
their late distressing trials had reduced them. Die fisheries, if properly worked, contain 
inexhaustible treasures ; they are now.one of the greatest resources ot Ireland, and it is the 
bounden duty of all to co-operate in forwarding every measure wliich has for ite object the 
advancement of so useful and profitable a speculation. 

Impressed with this feeling, we have had our attention particularly directed of late to the 
introduction of improved machinery among the fishermen, whereby the same number of 
hands with a small additional expense might be enabled to take’ a greater quantity of fish. 
And the first step towards the accomplishment of so desirable an object, is an improvement 
in the description of vessels employed at the station ; now it is evident that this can only he 
accomjilislied by the construction of a Safety Harbour, co-extensive with the wants of the 
entire fishing population. 

For a girt of two valuable hemng-nets, comiilete with corks, roped and harked, to be 
used for the purpose of testing the superiority of such over those generally employed here 
we ai-e indebted to your Central Committee in Dublin. These nets have been entrusted to 
the care of a boat’s crew, particularly remarkable for sobriety, honesty and general f^ood 
conduct, on the understanding that a certain proportion of the profits arisino' there- 
from shall be added weekly to our general fund; or if on trial the nets prove a profitable 
speculation, the present holders are at liberty to purcha.se them, and payment to be made 
by periodical instalments. The nets hitherto used are considerably smaller, and available 
only in shallow water within the haiboor’s mouth ; but tliese now received are adapted for 
deep water, and from their great depth must prove more successful and remunerative to the 
fisherman. It is extremely difficult to wean our countrymen from early ingrafted habits- 
they cling with persevering tenacity to the beaten track of old-fashioned customs, and unless 
you thus actually place the machinery in their hands, and show them the beneficial results 
it is almost useless to expect that they will adopt any of the modern improvements. ’ 

Through tlie agency of a kind friend in ^ateiford we have been fortunate enough to 
obtain a number of lobster-pots, such as those used on the coasts of England, and the“e in 
like manner have been lent on the same terms as the herring-nets. If they succeed which 
we have every reason to hope will he the case, their adoption by the fishermen will become 
more general, and much practical good will be effected by this means. 

We ate also about to establish shops at the station for the sale of hooks hemp rones 
&c. &c., ^18 will prove a great convenience to the fishermen, and a considerable suvinc of 
time, as Dungarvan is seven miles distant from Hclvick; it will also remove the manv 
temptations to which the fishermen are exposed, of spending their money foolishly when 
they meet their comrades in market-towns. ^ 

I shall now proceed to give a detailed account of the curing-houses at Helvick, in the hope 

that 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON THE OPERATION OF THE IRISH POOR LAW. 



99 



tliat should tliese pages be circulated for the encouragement of the fishermen on the western 
shores of Ireland, they maybe the means of imparting such information as will lead to the erec- 
tion of similar establishments on every part of the coast, where the supply of fish taken is 
greaier than the demantl ; and 1 am induced to do this in consequence of several communi- 
cations that I received from various quarters, more especially from a very active member of 
your AuxiliarySociety in Limerick, who desires to be accurately intbrmed in all matters con- 
nected with the construction, management and working of this establishment for the benevo- 
lent purpose of instructing the unenlightened on the western sliores of Clare. Sliould 
the account prove interesting to your Society, or contribute in the least deei'ee to the 
benefit of those parties, for whom the information is sought, I shall consider myself amply 
repaid. 

The Helvick Curing-House, which is a jjrivate speculation, has been recently erected 
by Lord Stuart de Decies, within a very short distance of the iittle dock or basin, which his 
Lordship, who has considerable property in the neighbourhood, caused to be constructed at 
Helvick for the benefit of his numerous tenantry. The situation is admirably selected, as 
from its proximity to the fishing-ground the boats can approach it at any period of the tide, 
and having landed their fish return again to the banks without loss of time ; it is rented by 
two Scotchmen of considerable experience in the curing of fish, and to them is the entire 
management consigned. 

The whole concern forms a kind of parallelogram, about 70 yards in length, but owing to 
an angle in one of the walls, it is 53 feet wide at one extremity, and 32 feet at the other ; 
it is surrounded by a wall 11 feet high. 

The Smoking-House, which is raised nine feet above the level of the wall, occupies one 
end of the inclosure, and is 32 feet by 14, and 20 feet high. It is divided into three apart- 
ments of 12, 12, and C feet by 14, and is capable of sinking 100 barrels of herrings at a 
time. Each of the apartments is again subdivided (the two former into three compart- 
ments each, the latter into two) by the erection of standards or beams, about four inches 
square, reaching from the floor to the roofj to these laths are appended, at an interval of 
14 inches between each, on which tiie rods rest, which support the fish. Thus we have 
three distinct apartments or chambers for smoking, which may be used separately or toge- 
ther, according to tlie quantity of fish, and each subdivided into conqiartments four feet 
in front by 14. It should be observed that the lowest tier of rods, on which the fish are 
6upj)orted, must be at least seven feet, from the floor, othenvise the fish would be materially 
injured by the fire from too close contact. Tliere are usually tliree or four fires in each 
chamber during the process of smoking, which continues until the fish assumes a suf- 
ficiently high colour. The wood used as liiel is generally oak, ash, birch, elm, &c., but 
pine-wood, larch, or bog-fir, impairs a bitter taste to the fish, and is not therefore approved 
of. Turf may be used with the fire-wood, but it creates too much dust. 

Opposite the smoking-house, at the further extremity of the yard, stands a hu^c shed, 53 
feet loiisr, covered with tiles, which is used as a storeliouse for the cured fish, salt, &c., and 
on eilliei- side of the yard are smaller sheds. Here are tlie salting houses, office, cooper’s 
workshop, lumber-room for emjrty barrels. See. Sec . ; a stream of fresh water runs through the 
centre of the yard ; and on the northern side a wooden stage has been constructed reaching 
to low water-mark, which is a great convenience in unloading the boats. 

Smoked I-Iekkings. — Having thus giving a description of the buildings, I will now 
endeavour to explain the mode of curing herrings. When they ai'c deposited in the yard, 
sprinkle a little salt over the heap, and mix it through them with the hands; this renders the 
herring more firm ; then throw them indiscriminately into pickle, made sufficiently strong 
to float an egg ; let them remain three days, after whicli, let them be washed in fresh water, 
and suspended in the smoking-house by means of rods, four feet in lengtli (to correspond 
with the distances between the standards), passing through the mouth and gills. Particular 
care must be taken that the fires be not at any time too hot, for this would destroy all in a 
very short time ; to guard against wbieh, you should examine the fish from time to time, 
and if they become soft near the tail, or if you observe the flesh rising from the bone, or 
the herrings falling from the rods, you should immediately reduce the fires. The time 
required for smoking varies inversely as the quantity of fish in the house, for if the house 
be full it will be smoked in less time, and it depends also on the quality of the fuel. 

Should the take of herrings at any time be so large as to render it impossible or incon- 
venient to attend to them immediately, let them, on being removed from the pickle, be packed 
carefully in barrels, and some salt shaken over each layer, the barrels then filled with pickle, 
and in this state they will continue safe for months; but observe, that the longer they are 
suffered to remain in the pickle, the more steeping in fresh water they will require, previous 
to being smoked. 

Smoked Haddock. — Open and clean the haddock, cut o£F the head, wash carefully in 
fresh water, remove all blood and otlier impurities, tiien split tlie fish nearly through fi-om 
end to end, take out the back bone, wash again and place tliem in the pickling tub for half 
an hour, and smoke. They will keep after this process for 10 days or a fortnight. If the 
house be full, 24 hours smoking will suffice. If the haddock be very large, or if you wish 
to preserve them for some montlis let them remain an hour in pickle. — [Note, The same pickle 
will answer again and again, until it begins to get muddy and thick.] 

Lino and Cod.— Open and clean the fish and take off the head, wash away all blood, 
and remove the black coating from the back and sides, then place the fish on a table, and 
split it down to the tail, take out the bone as far as the lower extremity of the belly, and be 
particularly careful in removing the blood vessel which runs to the tail, parallel to the back 
(IS). App.) N 2 bone, 
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bone, otherwise the fish when cured ^vill have a red appearance; wash_ again carefully and 
immerse in strons pickle for three days ; after which scrape the back wrth a knife, wsush oft 
the blood, &c., and pack in barrels, sprinkling salt between each, or having allowed the lisli 
to remain six days in pickle, remove it to a wooden frame, made of laths, and vesting 
acrainst a wall ; there let it drain, turning it occasionally ; expose it as much as possible 
to the influence of the air and sun, and when sufficiently dry, it may be removed to the 
storehouse. , , , 

The other fish cured at Helvick are, hake, pollock, mackerel, sprats, scad, bream, &c., 
which are treated somewhat similar to tliose mentioned. Tiie curi-ent prices obtained for 
fish during the last week are as follows .• — 

s. d. 

Dried Ling -percwt. 

Dried Cod - - - - - ■ - ISC „ 

Pickled Cod 23 - per barrel. 

„ Haddock 20 - „ 

Smoked Haddock - - - - - -25- „ 

„ Henings - - - ' . ~ ~ ~ ” 

delivered free, on board the steamer, at Youghal, 14 miles distant. 

It only remains for me, now, after having trespassed, I fear, too long upon your kind 
forbearance, to tender our unfeigned thanks for the two bales of clothing received within 
the last four months; consisting of pilot cloth jackets and trousers, flannel vests and 
drawers, shirts, shoes, hats, oiled coats, &c. &c., which, together with the herring-nets, 
already alluded to, were valued at 64/. To persons, of whom many had been forced to 
pawn their clothes for food, it is needless to say, what a valuable acquisition such a 
donation has proved. It has enabled them to endure the inclemency of the winter months, 
to which they must otherwise have fallen victims. 

In concluding these remarks, I think it but justice to hear testimony to the peaceable 
disposition and general good conduct of these poor people, and it affords me much pleasure 
to state, that rarely do we hear of any misdemeanors being committed which calls for the 
interposition of magisterial authority. I may also add, that their labours are not confined 
exclusively to the sea, they are equally industrious and indefatigable on shore ; and tlie 
consequence is, that all will be able to cultivate their small holdings, so that our prospects 
for the followii^ year ai'e equally cheering and bright. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Yours truly obliged, 

James Alcock, Vicar of Ring, 

Seaview, Dungarvan, April 13th, 1848. County of Waterford. 



Statement of Accounts. 



£. s. d. 

Original Grants - - - - - -57-- 

CasTi received for the sale of clothes - - - C 2 6 

Weekly instalments paid in - - - - 77 2 3 

Amount of Loans and disbursements to this date - 

Cash on hands 



£. s. d. 



140 4 9 
132 11 6 



7 13 3 



The Fourth Quarterly Report from the Ring District, addressed to the Auxiliary 
Relief Committee of the Society of Friends in Waterford. 

Gentlemen, 

It was my intention to have forwarded this Report to you at the commencement of the 
month, bnt two causes concurred, which induced me to overhold it until now. First, I was 
anxious to see the bitterness of July pass, and the introduction of new provisions into our 
markets ; and, secondly, I had hoped to have it in my power to announce that the Safety 
Harbour, which we have been labouring for a considerable time to obtain, was in course of 
being built, and that consequently, all our able-bodied poor, from the mountainous districts 
adjoining, were actively employed in forwarding so useful an undertaking. The months of 
June and July are generally the most trying to the poor of this locality, as fish is then, 
for the most part, scarce, and provisions bear an exorbitant price ; but the time has 
now arrived, when almost all our fishermen can supply themselves with sea stores from the 
produce of their own little farms, without the necessity of going into the market to purchase. 
Tlianks to an all-w’ise Providence, there is every prospect of a plentiful harvest, and the 
well-cultivated potato gardens afford every promise of yielding an early and abundant 
return. 

To the Commissioners of Public Works we have every reason to feel most grateful, for 
the very prompt and decided attention with which they treated our application for a Safety 

Harbour 
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Harbour, and for tlie very liberal grant which they propose to give for the construction of 
a pier and slip at Ballinagoul ; and to Captain Frazer, h.n., for his Report to the Board of 
Adinii-ally, recommending a dock at Crows’ Point, near Helvick, we feel equally indebted. 
Had Captain Frazer’s views been carried out, Melvick Head would hold a very prominent 
position on the map of Ireland, and the proposed harbour would form a work of oreat 
national importance, as atfording a place of shelter, not only for tlie fishing craft of Dun- 
garvan and its vicinity, but for the merchant vessels trading to that and the adjacent ports, 
to which they could resort in stress of weather. It would also lead to the introduction of a 
larger and better description of boats at Ring. However, the estimated cost of such an 

undertaking would be greater than the Commissioners of Works could sanction, greater 

than we, in justice to other places requiring similar grants, could reasonably expect; and 
the consequent assessment on the adjoining lands considerably more than the occupiers 
could repay, in depressed times like the present. The former site has therefore been approved 
of, and from a communication lately received, we have every reason to hope that the execution 
of the work will soon commence. This site has one very decided advantage over the other, 
that it is close to the dwellings of the great majority of the fishermen, where tliey can have 
their boats under their own immediate inspection. 

But while to the Commissioners of Works we thus express our thanks, I regret to say 
that we have not experienced the same compliance from the Board of Fisheries, who still 
refuse to accede to the prayer of a memorial addressed to them, on the subject of the 
trammel-net question.^ The restrictions against the use of this net are still continued, 
which is a very great injury to our fishermen, who heretofore adopted and used this mode 
of taking fish, with considerable success, during the autumnal months. The Coraroissioners 
seem to apprehend that any alteration in the laws, as at present constituted, would lead to 
riot and confusion among the conflicting interests, and that a breach of the peace might 
consequently ensue. But to this, it may be answered, that the severe privations to which 
all closes of fishermen have been subjected, witliiu the last three years, have tended 
materially to remove the animosity and jealousies which formerly prevailed among rival 
parties, and that a better and more charitable feeling is now engendered among them.' 

Again, the existing laws are much more likely to lead to the very consequences which the 
Commissioners so much apprehend, and which we .should .struggle together to guard 
against. For from my own observation and experience, supported by the unanimous voice 
of tliose using the trammel-nets, lean confidently state that it is'iuorally impossible for 
persons using such nets to comply with the present laws; with those laws which require 
them to have all their nets taken up before sunrise each morning. For it often happens, 
even though the weather in the inomitig be moderate, that those nets bad drifted from their 
moorings m the course of the night, and the owners require more time than the law allows 
to find them. The nets also are liable to become entangled from the struggles of (.he fish 
and other causes ; this in like manner retards the fishermen, and prevents them from 
observing a law, which they may be most willing to obey under ordinary circumstances. 
While thus delayed, the hand-line fishermen observe tliem, and regarding them as violaters 
of the Fishery Laws, they bear down upon them with their larger boats, and a breach of the 
peace is the inevitable consequence ; whereas, if a reasonable time were allowed the trammel 
men to take up their nets, no such angry collisions could take place. 

The present law appears, therefore, to me, most oppressive, for it goes to prevent the use 
of the trammel-net altogether, or it involves such difficulties as the fishermen are unable to 
overcome, and hence they are forced to violate it. 

I could mention different instances of loss of property, to a considerable amount, having 
been sustained at various times by our fishermen, their nets having been illegally seized by 
unauthorized pessons and subsequently forfeited ; but I shall confine myself to the minutes of 
evidence taken in a particular case which came before the Commissioners of Fisheries at a 
public inquiry held at Dingle in the year 1836, where this question of the trammel-nets was 
brought before the notice of the local magistrates, and subsequently before the Inspectors- 
general, H. Townsend and J. Redmond Barry, Esqrs., as given in the First Report of the 
Commissioners of Inquiry into the state of the Irish Fisheries, Appendix 20, page 126. From 
the evidence adduced, “It appeared that the long-line fisheriuen, when they found the 
trammel-nets, which generally belong to the poorest class of the district, in the water, pro- 
ceeded soon after sunrise to seize and destroy them, and in some instances took the fisli they 
found therein, and appropriated it to their own use. The aggrieved owners of the nets went 
before the magistrates to complain of the illegality of such proceedings, and to demand 
restitution for the injuiy they sustained ; but instead of obtaining any redress, they were told 
that if they admitted to tlie ownership of the nets they would subject themselves to a severe 
penalty for having suffered their nets to remain in the water even a short time after 
sunrise.” 

Now, after the perusal of the foregoing statement of facts, your Committee will doubtless 
conclude that the line fishermen were well prepared with sound and convincing arguments 
against the use of trammel-nets to justify them, in some degree, for such a palpable violation 
of all law, to which it s.lso appears in evidence they “were spirited on by the local magis- 
trates but no such thing ; all that was elicited at the investigation was from the evidence 
of one man, who stated, that about four years previously “He hooked a dead hake, and 
after that he caught no fish during the night;” the same man had to admit that dead fish 
are at times thrown in upon tlie coast r^ere no trammels are used. Another reason he 
assigned for thinking trammels injurious to the fishery is, that “ they may injure the spawn 
offi.‘<h by sometimes scraping on the ground.” 

(19. App.) n 3 I shall 
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I shall here give the opinion of Messrs. Barry and lownsend, n-hich prefaces the foregoing 
Report “ThI Commissioners of the Irish Fishery inquiry, who visited Dingle iii trans- 
mitting the mhiutes of evidence taken there on an inquiry into the complaints ol the persons 
whose®trammel-nets were taken and destroyed by the Inie-fishernien, do not hesitate to say 
that, in their opinion, the objection to tliese nets, used in the manner and in 
where it appears they have been used, was unreasonable and unfounded, and the conduct ot 
the line-fishermen most illegal and outrageous. It is quite clear, however, that the aw 
stands in a moat undefined and embarrassing state, and requires immediate attention. 
Breaches of the peace will constantly occur until the question is settled. 1 he Lommi.s- 
sioners, in the 20th page of their first General Report, state, tliat ‘the use of the trammel- 
net is a cause of much dissension, and various evidence has been offered for and against its 
employment; it appears, however, that one great objectiori to it i.s, its efficacy as an instiu- 
ment, and its consequent influence on the piice of fish. Tiic Commissioner? do not sec cause 
for recommending any restrictions on its u.se in the open sea ; (signed by 10 Oomnussioucis 

^S^^b^iang^la^e could be stronger than this? and yet the obnoxious restrictions are 
Buffered to continue in force! All persons interested in the Ring Fisheries are anxious to 
have such laws as can be observed, and when such are made, to see that they are respected ,• 
accordingly applications have been made to the Commissioners of Fisheries, and a choice ot 
the following alterations projiosed for their consideration: either to do away with all 
restrictions against the free use of trammel-nets, and thus allow the same freedom for them 
as is enjoyed in England to so much advantage, or to grant a license for their use withm 
cei'tain limiU on either side of the bay, which the 5th section of 7th George IV,, chap .34, 
empowers the Board to give, or lastly, to allow such an extension of time each morning as 
will enable the fishermen to take up their nets and remove the fish without violating the 
law. Were some such concession granted, the Commissioners would do much to prevent the 
recun-eoce of those disgraceful scenes of riot and bloodshed which of late years have been 
enacted at some stations. They would also by this means materially advance the iiiteresis 
of our fisheries, if, as hostile parlies represent, the trammel-nets are really injurious for if 
some greater latitude were given, these nets would be all taken up, if not before sunrise, at 
least before seven or eight o’clock, a.m., as the season may be, and not suft'ered to remain 
in the water by day, as is the case at present, frequently fill noon or evening, that is, till tho 
large boats have gone up to the Quay of Dungarvan at high-water to dispose of their fish, and 
the coast is clear for small boats to venture to sea wrthout fear or molestation. I have 
to apologise for dwelling thus long upon this subject, but it is one of vital iinpqrtmcetolhG 
poorer classes of fishei-men living on the immediate coast, who have seldom a friend or advo- 
cate to plead their cause, and wlio are often silenced by the clamour of their more powerful 



opponents. 

Having disposed of the trammel-net question, I come now to speak of our curing-houses at, 
Eelvick, which, I am glad to say, are succeeding remarkably well, and many nersons wlio came 
from considerable distances to visit them expressed themselves higlfly pleased. Wbatablessing 
does such an establishment confer, where there is at all limes a demand for fish after the 
ordinary markets are supjilied ? What a field for employment does it afford to women and 
children? How convenient to the fisherman to land his fish at Helvick, instead of going on 
to Dungarvan. a distance of four miles, whereby much valuable time is lost ? How different 
was the state of our markets some years since, when we are told “ that the fishing boats of 
Dungarvan, one of the principal stations on the South of Ireland, had no inducement to 
catch fish beyond the limited quantity required for the consumption of the town? if the 
fishing of one day supplied this quantity, the remainder of tlie week was spent in utter 
idleness at home, where there was neitlier encouragement or facilities for curing or pur- 
chasers for the surplus.” It was also notorious about the same time, “ that the fishermen 
were in the habit of desti'oying a part of what tliey bad caught, when tlie supply was, as 
they thouglit, too abundant.” In addition to the advantages already mentioned, i may add, 
that Lord Stuart de Decies has given the conductors of tliis establishment a few acres of land, 
which they are cultivating in a very superior manner, and among other improvements, by 
using the ofial of the fish as manure, they afford an example to our agricultunsts well worthy 
of imitation. They are at present engaged in extracting oil from the blubber of a large 
number of bottle-nose whales, which were captured on the Ring Strand on the morning of 
the 15th instant. These monsters of the deep were observed about sunrise, disporting on 
the waters, not very far from shore, and in an inconceivably short space of time every 
boat from Ballinagoul and Helvick was launched to give chase ; the whales amounted to 
about 60, and averaged from 18 to 24 feet in length. By the judicious arrangement of the 
fishermen, assisted by tlie coast-guard, a barricade of boats was drawn across the harbour’s 
mouth to prevent the possibility of escape, and a few well-directed discharges from a motley 
assortment of guns and pistols caused the enemy to retreat in the direction of the shore. 
Then eomnienced in good earnest the work of slaughter; men and women having plunged 
into the water, now not more than four feet deep, seized their victims by the long fins on citlier 
side, while the more robust plunged their long knives and hooks into the animal’s heart. A 
few, more daring than the rest, Having mounted, sat astride upon the monsters’ backs, and 
though carried along for a while at railway speed, failed not with their hatcliets to inflict 
death-bearing wounds with fatal precision; every available weapon was put in requisition, 
and for about an hour the contest raged with unabated violence and determination, the sea 
for a considerable distance around being literally crimsoned witii blood. Suffice it to say, 
that not one of the shoal was suffered to escape. The value of the blubber thus obtained 

has 
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has been estimated at 260 1 . ; on inestimable boon to our poor fishermen at this particular 
season, which is, as I before observed, the most unproductive period of the year. 

I have much pleasure in stating with reference to our loan-fund, that the people here are 
every day appi'eciating tlie value of it more and more, and by their seneral good conduct 
and punctual ijayments have convinced me that were such a course more gen 'rally adopted 
among this class of persons along the Irish Coast, the benefits conferred would be incal- 
culably gieat, for tire small sums that we give are only intended to assist industry, not to 
foster or support idleness. And here I may mention a curious fact, for the accuracy of 
whicli I can vouch with confidence, that the parties on whom such loans liave been con- 
ferred, have prospered to such a degree in their different speculations, that they are all 
impressed with the idea that there is some charm in the “ Friends’ money and several 
persons whose circumstances disentitled them to any relief from our funds, have come to 
me soliciting a loan, saying that their boat required a sail or a new cable, and if I advanced 
them the price of it, they would repay me immediately the full amount advanced without 
expecting to be allowed the usual abatement of 25 per cent, for regular payments j adding, 
that unless I complied with their request their crew would abandon them. And how are we 
to account for this exti-aordiuary success? How explain whence originated this strange 
impression among them, unless by attributing to industry, persevei-ance and sobriety, what 
they ascribe to talismanic influence ? for they know pei'fectly Veil that to meet the weekly 
payments, they must labour constantly with diligence and assiduity, so as not to fall into 
arrear. They must also be temperate and con-cct in their general conduct, otherwise they 
forfeit all claim to further assistance ; and hence the great mystery may be solved. 

In my last Ueport, I gave an account of the process of saving fish as practised at the 
Helvick Curing House; and in connexion with that subject, I would here direct public 
attention to another of equal importance; I mean the herring fishery, from which, if properly 
worked, the greatest benefit might fairly be expected to result; for among a potato-fed 
people like the Irish, there is always a ready sale for such an article : and if we reflect for 
a moment upon the thousands of pounds that yearly leave this country for the purchase of 
foreign cured herrings, we shall form a proper estimate of their value. But here we have 
not the jiroper appointments for taking them, and in this respect we are I'ar behind other 
countries. Even in Scotland the herring fishery was, until a late period, confined almost 
altogether to the northern shores, and it was the general opinion that these fisli were not to 
be found farther south than Banffshire. Nor was it till those industrious people were forced 
to abandon their native villages during the prevalence of cholera in tlie Highlands, that they 
proceeded in search of fish as far South as Peterhead, and having made a trial of that 
part, were eminently successful. Since that period the fisheries have improved very 
much, and three large saw mills are now at full work at Peterhead, in cutting staves for 
barrels. 

It has been ascertained that herrings are also to be found in large shoals on the Irish 
coast, but our fishermen are unacquainted with the proper method of taking them ; they 
therefore never think of going in search of them ; on the contrary, they wait until tlie fish 
advance within the harbour’s mouth, and then they have a harvest for perhaps a week, after 
which the herrings are dispersed and leave ns, and we hear no more of them for the 
season. A few woi'ds, therefore, on the Scotch method of fishing may not be uninteresting. 
Their boats are large, made sharp at both ends, and have two masts ond a pair of lug-sails. 
Each vessel has a crew of five persons, who are provided with from 15 to 20 nets of 
3.3 fathoms in length each, and a sufficient number of bladders or corks to float them. 
About the month of July the season commences, and the fleet proceeds to sea each evening 
to a distance of 20 or 30 miles. They fish during the night, and return about eight’o’clock 
the following morning. When they reach the harbour, the curers meet them at the 
landing place, and receive the herrings in large boxes, by which they convey them to the 
stores. 

Having given in a former Report a description of tlie manner in which herrings are 
smoked, I shall here confine myself to tile process of salting. The curers, who have 
frequently 100 women employed, divide these into separate classes or crews, each class 
being distinguished by a particular number or figure, by which not only is the particular class 
known, but all the barrets of fish that have been saved by that class, for the barrel bears a 
number similar to the class, the object of which is, that if any carelessness has been dis- 
covered when the fish is examined, it is immediately ascertained who are the parties in 
fault. Two women are usually engaged in gutting the fish while one is packing them, and 
a cooper stands near to superintend the wort, and see that all is done properly. Particular 
care must be taken not to handle the herrings roughlj, or injure the scales, as that dete- 
riorates much from their value. Two bushels of salt is the complement allowed for each 
barrel of fish. The barrels when filled as described in my Third Report, are suffered to 
stand on end two days, after which the pickle is poured partly off, and the barrels again 
filled up and made tight. They are then laid on the side, in which position they continue 
14 days, after which the barrels are raised up, opened, examined, and refilled to the top ; 
then the testing officer is called to iuspect the fish, and if they please him, he fixes the 
Crown brand on each barrel, which renders it fit for any market. The first shipments are 
generally made for Hamburgh and Stettin, after which they export to Ireland. 

In conclusion, I shall merely observe in reference to the fishermen themselves, that it 
affords me much pleasure to be able to state that a very decided change for the better has 
taken place in tlieir condition witliin the last 12 montlis, and that the improvement is 
progressive; not that they have had it in their power yet to save much money, or make 
(18. Apr.; K 4 heavy 
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heavy lodgments in the Savings’ Bank ; that was not to be expected, when you bear m mmd 
that at the time we commenced our operations last year they had neither nets nor lines, 
and tlieir boats were very much in need of repairs ; but they have had sufficient to maintain 
their families without the necessity of selling or pawning their fishing appointments; and 
now that the season for hake, herrings, sprats and mackerel is about to commence, they are 
for the most part well provided with gear of every descnption, to winch they are adding 
daily The bale of hemp which your Committee kindly forwarded to us is now bemg 
con^rted into nets. It has been highly approved of by the fishermen as infinitely superior 
in quality to any that can be procured here. How gratifying would it have been lo you to 
have visited the village of Balhnagoul, as I did a few evenings since, and to have seen the 
spinning wheels at full work in every house. I may here mention, as a proof ot tlie com- 
parative comfort and abundance wliich continue to prevail in every cottege, that not more 
than three or four applications were made to me from the villages of King, l-lclvick and 
Balhnagoul, for a share of the last provisions which your Secretary consigned to me, and 
these were from either widows or orplians who have not solicited out-door relief. 

Havino- brouo-ht the labours of the year to, 1 trust, a satisfactory termination, I beg to 
submit the follomng statement of account to your inspechon, the particular of which I, am 
at any moment prepared to lay before you, giving the name of every party to whom a loan 
was advanced. • . , i . i . 

And acain thanking you for your persevering attention to every measure calculated to 
promote the happiness of my parishioners, 

I am, Gentlemen, 



Seaview, July 28th, 1848. 



Your most faithful Servant, 

James Alcock, Vicar of Ring. 

County of Waterford. 



Statement of Accounts. 



Amount of Grants, &c. - - - 

Weekly Instalments, paid in - 
Bale of Hemp, 560lbs. - - - 

Amount of Loans and Disbursements 



£. 


s. 


i-\ 


£. 


s. 


d. 


- 63 


2 


0 








- 02 


11 


8 








- 24 


10 


- 


180 

178 






- - - 


- 


- 


9 


8 


Balance - - 


■ - 


£. 


1 


14 


6 



L. 

FACTS from the Fisheries : Part Fourth ; Being the Fifth Report from the 
Ring District, County Waterford. 

The continued public interest evinced respecting the efforts making to promote the 
Fisheries in this neighbourhood, induces the Waterford Auxiliary Relief Committee of the 
Society of Friends to publish the annexed interesting Report, received from the philanthropic 
Vicar of Ring, for the half-year that has just terminated. 

During the past month, two members of the committee vi.sited the district, and were 
much gratified at observing a visible improvement in the condition and appearance of the 
fishermen and there families. Tlie boats and fishing gear were in good order and active 
operation; their clothing and furniture had been released from the pawn-office* most of 
tlieir dwellings were newly thatched, and the wliole place wore a thriving aspect. 

The sub-committee inspected some of the cottages, and saw in them considerable quan- 
tities of salted fish (Hake), which the fishermen had cured, and were, owing to their im- 
proved circumstarices, keeping for sale until the time called Lent. 

Being de-sirous of ascertaining its aggregate value, an inventory was taken of each man’s 
stock, and on calculating the whole at the usual market price, it was found, much to the 
surprise of all parties, fliat it amounted to upwards of 1,500 L ! This, besides what had 
been sold in _ a fresh state, to meet the current family expenses, had all been cau^-ht within 
the few previous weeks by trammel-nets, supplied by means of small loans to the crews of 
21 boats ; and the fishermen stated, and their testimony was corroborated by other persons, 
that only for the day-light restriction upon the free use of this kind of net, they would have 
captured double the quantity of fish, and thrice the number of boats and men would have 
been engaged in the same lucrative employment. 

What stronger evidence could be required, both of the great value of tlie trammel-net, and 
of the rich treasure that abounds on pur coast? 

Facts 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





OK THE OPERATION OF THE IRISH POOR LAW. 



105 



Pacts of this nature speak much more loudly than words, and the committee earnestly 
hope, that a knowledge of this gratifying circumstance will lead to the early and entire 
removal of the impolitic day-light restriction to which the Irish traiiuiiei-fisher is subjected, 
and likewise induce the adoption of other simple and efficacious measures, calculated to pro- 
mote the profitable and permanent extension of our coast fisheries. 

Waterford, 1st Month 19th, 1849. 



The Fifth Report from the Rikg District, addressed to the Auxiliary Relief 
Committee of the Society of Friends in Waterford. 

Gentlemen, 

Six months have now elapsed since last I had the gratification of placing before your 
Committee a statement of our proceedings here, and it now becomes niy pleasing duty to 
submit to you an account of the fruits which have resulted from the good seed that you 
have enable us to sow, and to assure you that we are in no respect retrograding, and that 
our prospects are every day becoming more bright and cheering. In former Reports I con- 
fined myself to an explanation of our arrangements and the details of expenditure, &c. ; I 
come now to speak of the happyand comfortable condition of this little community, as com- 
pared with former yeare. 

Before doing so,, however, I would advert to a subject upon which I dwelt at some length in 
my last communication to you, because of its very great importance to the Riug Fishermen; 

I allude to the restrictions upon the free use of trammel-nets by day in the open sea. You 
are aware that related applications and memorials have been from time to time addressed 
to the Board of Fisheries, complaining of the grievances under which we laboured, and 
praying for a repeal of such impolitic and injurious laws. We also took occasion to for- 
ward a petition fiom a number of poor persons, whose nets were illegally seized and 
impounded by unauthorized parties, and this was supported by a strong remonstrance from 
Lord tSluart de Decks, the Lord Lieutenant of the county, who most kindly undertook to 
advocate the cause of these ill-used people ; and the consequence was, that the Commis- 
sioners at length announced by public advertisement, that they would hold a meeting in 
Dungarvan for the purpose of hearing evidence on both sides, for and against the unre- 
stricted use of such nets, and entering into such arrangements, if possible, as would be satis- 
factory to all parties. 

This proposed meeting was particularly pleasing to us, although the reception which our 
party met with on a similar occasion, in 1842, was anything but flattering. We conceived 
that a good opportunity would be afforded us of placing our views and opinions on record, 
and bringing before the public much useful information, calculated not only to remove 
old and deeply-rooted prejudices, but to lead to the permanent and substantial benefit 
both of this district, and of all classes of fishermen in Ireland. We were prepared to 
show that it was notour object to aggrandize one parly at the expense of another, but 
rather, as far as lay in our power, to improve the social condition of alt. We saw 
with regret that the hand-line fishermen, though supplied with much more expensive 
craft than we have in Ring, were unable to support their families: we witnessed them 
presenting themselves in hundreds at the workhouse for admission, and we naturally asked 
why, if your mode of fishing is not able to supply the bare necessaries of life, do you not 
adopt ours? The hookers, which for the most part belong to the mei'chants and traders of 
Dungarvan, and in which the line fishermen are employed, have two important advantages 
over other craft. They are excellent sea boats, and the cost of a pair of lines does not exceed 
3 s., so that for this small sum the fisherman can equip himself for the season. But there 
are many disadvantages to counterbalance these; first, the boat itself is expensive, the usual 
cost being about 120 L; secondly, it is cumbersome and unwieldy, and cannot be conve- 
niently propelled by oars; it therefore does not answer for trammel or herring nets. It 
requhes, also, after a few years, a considerable and frequent outlay for repairs, and conse- 
quentlv the share of the profits set apart for the owners is more than the workingfisherman, 
injustice to himself and family, can afford to allow. To remedy these objections, and to 

f irove the inferiority of such ci-aft, as compared with the boats used in England and Scot- 
and, we are now building at Helvick, with the funds which your committee kindly placed 
at our disposal, two model boats, each equal in tonnage to an ordinary sized booker. Their 
cost is calculated at about 60 1 . each, and were it not for the many difficulties we had to 
contend with, in providing the necessary machinery for a commencement, such as a steam- 
boiler for preparing the planks and paying a person to superintend the work, (the ship car- 
penters of the adjoining towns not understanding how such boats were constructed), the 
expense would be considerably less. These boats will be available for various kinds of 
fishing, viz., hand-lines, epilliards, herring and trammel-nets, lobster pots, 8tc. &c. ; and. 
when one mode proves unsuccessful, the fishermen can easily try another. 

We were also prepared to prove, by means of perfectly disinterested witnesses, that nets 
do not frighten away the shoals of fish as represented, for lines and nets have been used for 
several months continuously on the same fishing ground, between Helvick and Mine Head, 
a distance not exceeding a league, and more large fish were taken on this identical bank by 
the lines, than on those parts of the coast where no nets were set. 

With such evidence as this, corroborated by the concurrent tesfimony of practical fisher- 
men from England, Scotland and Ireland, we had prepared ourselves for the meeting; but 
the Conimissioners apprehending that the proposed discussion and examination of witnesses 
might cause renewed animosity between the rival parties, suggested a compromise, and 
(19. Arr.) 0 declined 
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declined hearing either party. Some discussion ensued, and the Commissioners 
finally stated that although the matter should abide the determination of the entire Boaid, 
that they were prepared to recommend an extension of the time m the mommg, foi taking 
lip the licts; bit they intimated it as their opinion, that the law prohibiting the tiammd 
being put out before sunset, ought to be continued, suggesting as a reason, that the fishei- 
man could proceed to the fishing-ground in the daylidit. and hare everything in readiness to 
put out his nets the moment the sun sunk below thelionzon, and that who n the sun was not 
visible, there might be a concerted signal from the Water Guard btatipn, by lowering a fla 
at sunUt ; and inch an armngeme.it would allow the fishermen sndicimit light to return to 
the shore. The objections to this arrangement are obvious. 1 he Water Gu.ud btatioii 
might not be visible to parts of the fishing-gromitl, by reason of the interposition of head- 
lands, or it might be occasionally obscured by fogs; and the fishing-ground might be also 
distant from the liarbour to which tiie boats should return tor shelter. Moreover, a gentle- 
man that we had intended to examine as a witness, here remarked, in reference to the 
preiudicial effects of this sunset restriction, that most of the tramme men were also herring- 
fishers; and that if they were allowed to set their trammels eaidy iii the afternoon, they 
would have time to return to the shore, take in their herrmg-nets, and fish with them during 
the nio-ht; but that whilst the restriction conunued, this could not done, without trans- 
gressing the law and subjecting themselves to severe penalties. The truthfulness of this 
plain and convincing statement was not disputed : but one of the Commissioners rephed, 
that the case put, did not appear to him to call for the abrogation of the sunset restriction, 
inasmuch “ as he was sure, that under such circumstances no magistrate would inflict 
the penalty ; ” and with this understanding, the meeting, after some further discussion, 
separated. , tv i 

I am aware that the Commissioners are invested under the several Fishery Acts, with 
very extensive powers, administrative, legislative and judicial ; but on reflecting upon the 
subject, I confess it seems to me, that there is a manifest inconsistency in continuing a law, 
restrictive of industry and enterprise, upon the understanding that it is not to be enforced ; 
as well a.s something unconstitutional in investing the magistrate with any such discretion. 
The bane of this country has long been, that the laws are not duly obeyed and respected ; 
the object we therefore sought to obtain was, the removal or relaxation of a prohibitory law, 
not a stay of its execution. 

From circumstances that have, since the meeting, come to my knowledge, I entertain the 
most sanguine hopes, that in a short time all parties will be convinced of the correctne.ss of 
our views, and come forward unanimously to memorial the Board of Fisheries to do away 
with the restrictions altogether, and leave the poor fishermen at liberty to earn a liveliliood 
by day as well as by night. It is well known that the opposition to trammel-net fishing 
was as great a few years since in Baiitry and Dingle as it has been here ; and to such an 
extent was it carried, that the authorities had to interpose for tlie purpose of preventing, if 
possible, the angry collisions that were daily occurring. However, time has effected in 
those localities a wonderful change in the minds of the people ; not only the fishermen, but 
the, public at large now see the superiority of those nets as a means of taking fish, and they 
are freely used in those liarbours both day and night. I have been credibly informed, on the 
authority of a Eentleman who lately visited those stations, on a tour of inspection, that tlie 
miantity of hake taken in those two places, whilst he was there, exceeded 40 tons per day. 
What a valuable source of employment is this ! and what a quantity of nutritious and 
wholesome food does it circulate through the surrounding country ! With such infonnation 
as this before me, I cannot see why lines should not be cast aside, at certain seasons, and 
nets substituted in their stead. It argues an obstinate and pertinacious adherence to old 
customs, especially if it can be proved by a simple statement of facts, that the net is the 
more efficient instrument. This appeared to be very much doubted by our opponents ; 
indeed they seemed quite incredulous, until a member of your Committee, who was present 
at the meeting, rose and said, that he had been the day previous in Ring, and had visited 
the houses of some of the fishennen there ; that he had much pleasure in bearing testimony 
to the great and progressive improvement nf that little community, and would state one 
interesting fact, which he felt assured would be highly gratifying to every person present, 
viz.: that the Ring fishermen, after supplying the wants of their families, and redeeming 
much of their clothing, furniture and fisiiing gear, from the pawn-office, had at that moment 
in their houses, reserved for the spring market, from 1,500Z. to 2,00t)/. worth of cured fish, 
which had all been caught with the trammel-net. 

Yes, gentlemen, upwards of 1,600^. worth of fish in two small hamlets, where the great 
majority of the inhabitants, only 18 months before, were depending upon the bounty of 
others tor the bare necessaiies of life, and had neither nets nor lines, nor the means of pro- 
curing them. I need scarcely mention what a sensation the announcement of this fact 
created at the meeting, particularly among the line fishermen, who densely filled the 
Court House. 

, Some good has. I am happy to say, already resulted from the meeting, though notas much 
as might be calculated upon had we been afforded an opportunity of explaining our views 
more fully. It was the means of bringing together several highly influential gentlemen from 
various parts of the county, among whom we noticed Lord Stuart de Secies, Sir R. 
Mursgi-ave, Sir C. Shaw, Francis E. Curry, j, p., Edward Odell, J. P., Nelson Foley, 
Esqre., and many otliers; and from the lively interest they took in the proceedings, I have 
no doubt that each returned home impressed with the idea tliat it lay in the power of every 
landed proprietor having property on the sea coast, to assist, at a very trifling expense, the 
; small 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON THE OPERATION OF THE IRISH POOR LAW. 



107 



small holders of land, and that by so doing tiiey would materially improve their own estates 
and relieve themselves from the heavy pressure of taxation. 

_ t is also woi thy of reiiiark that one gentleman who t;}ok a veiy prominent part in organiz- 
ing the proceedings against us, and who at a preparatory meeting, moved that subscriptions 
should be entered into, for the purpose of emploving counsel to resist our demands, became 
such a convert to our opinions, after visiting Helvick and testing the correctness of oiir state- 
ments, _th^ he has now determined upon appropriatimr.for the curing of fi.sh, an establishment 
he has m JJungarvan, and has also stated his intention of bnildingflsliing-boats similar to those 
we are constructing at Helvick. If the boat owners in general be not blind to their own 
interest, they will all follow the same good example, and by procuring proper nets and 
gear, experience that by so doing, they are not only bettering the condition of the fisliernien 
in tfieir employment, but adding considerably to their own gains. 

Let me not be misunderstood as presuming to say, that any of the suggestions I have 
otleied are new discoveries ; I only mean that they are new to those who have never adx'anced 
beyond a pair of hand-lines, and who for years have been, in vain, struggling to support 
themselves. It is truly painful to observe, that while our shores literally teem widi fish of 
various kinds, about 100.000/. yearly leave this impoverished country for the purchase of 
herrings which might be procured at liomc-. It is of considerable advantage to the public, 
not only to have the markets largely supplied with fresh fish, but that the supply should be 
regular and comstant. It is well known that there are times when no boats can put to sen; and 
here again the superiority of nets is apparent, for it is while the seals disturbed and discoloured, 
that such engines are most efficient ; the IJing men take advantage of a momentary lull or 
culm to set tlip.ir nets, and by this means often bring large quantities of fish into market 
when the Hookers are weather-bound in harbour. It is also universally admitted among 
the fishermen, that hake will not take the bail, on dark nights, owing to a luminous or 
uhosplioric appearance in the water, whilst it is at such times that nets are most successful, 
lieiice It happens that when the market cannot be supplied from the one source, it is from 



Your Committee will be much pleased to learn that the pier and landing slip at Ballin- 
agoul are advancing rapidly, even beyond our most sanguine expectations. This is in a 
measure to be accounted for, by the great facility with which the materials for building arc 
procured from an excellent quarry that was discovered at a short distance from the work. 
Hie niasonry is well executed, and reflects much credit upon the overseer in charge. We 
have had already an opportunity of testing the benefits likely to result from it when 
completed, by die protection it afforded our little fleet during the late heavy gales. We 
u ^ proof of its own stability, for though the work was fresh, and the 

tide had arisen, by the force of the storm, to an unusual height, not a stone was shaken or 
displaced. 



1 cannot report as favoumbly as I could wish of the success of our curing-house, durieg the 
last six months ; this is accounted for, when I inform you that no fish has been taken here in 
a.iiy quantities during that period, except hake, and for these, when cured, there is not much 
deuiand in the Euglisli markets. As to herrings, it is true some were taken, hut these 
readily brought from 3 s. to 5 s. per 100, and at such prices they would not repay the ciirers. 
From information received among the fishermen, I have reason to believe that large shoals 
of these valuable fish continued for some weeks at a distance from die shore ; indeed they 
were often visible from our lofty cliff’s, but the weather was so boisterous and threatening, 
that our little craft were unable to follow them into deep water, and even had the weather 
permitted, the nets used liere, as already stated, are not calculated for taking herrings, 
except within the harbour, Edwards and Lister (the Scotch eurere) had made all the neces- 
sary arrangements, and supplied themselves witli a large stock of barrels, salt, &c., but tlie 
.herring- fishery having proved a failure this season, nothing was done at Helvick. The dis- 
tress and anxiety of these two persons at seeing, in those shoals of fish, such mines of 
wealth placed by the bounty of Providence almost within their gi-asp, if only they had been 
provided with the proper instruments of art for their capture, was truly characteristic of 
their nation. They used to return to the dockyard in moody silence, after witnessing such 
scenes, to urge on the ship carpenters to use increased energy and exertion towards the com- 
pletion of the boats they had m hands, in the hope that a remnant at least of that highly 
prized fish might be cauglit, before they passed on and became a prey to those who were 
better prepared for their approach. 

Seeing now that we have a pier and slip at Ballinagoul, a dock and curing-house at 
Helvick, awalied-in piece of ground set apart by Lord Stuart for the use of the fishermen, 
where they can dry their nets each day on their return from sea, and two good sea boats 
nearly completed, our next move is to provide steady and competent skippers to take charge 
of these craft, and instruct others in fishing; to attain so desirable an object, we have 
written to Scotland to engage two such persons, on the understanding that they are to 
come for a specified period, say a year, and to receive a certain proportion of the fish 
caught, and if the sale of it does not produce for them a stipulated .sum, the balance is 
to be made up to them in cash. We have not had as yet a reply to our communication. 

The next suggestion which I would offer tor the improvement of this little community, is 
the establishment of “ bait beds ” at Ballinagoul and Helvick. There were some excellent 
mussel banks in the channel of the river previous to the famine years 1847-48, but these 
being unprotected, the poor of the surrounding district soon discovered them, and carried 
away in cart-loads all the bait they could find to use it as food ; bait has, in consequence, 
since become very scarce. It is the practice of our fishermen to use .spilliard-lines from the 
(19. App,) O 2 month 
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this difficulty is in a great measure obviated ; but when the fisherman has not such assist 



iTna while” the other collects bait- and thus iustend of having 

SSt^rwriaTr “S .Ins pa,|co.ar 

r3"sp“oS»"offireS^ 

clso^ given notice tLt I will countenance and assist, from the Iniids “y ^ 

nalties as thus buy the bait, and keep steadily and constalilly to fishing only. By this 
s orgoniMtion of llbonr,” a double object will be gained; the regular continuous fishing 
will toino in a greatly increased supply ; and the gathering of bait will afford employment 
to many Joor widows and orphans, several of whom ate very expert and asBiduons in pto- 

'“t!iI next improvement which I would mention was suggested to me by a member of your 
Auxiliary Conimiliee, who visited the district in December last On that occasion, among 
other things, we inspected the houses of the fisliepiuen, and while the gentleman to whom I 
allude expressed his admiralion at beholding the piles of cored fish in every apartment he 
could not refrain from lamenting that they had not some other repository lor storing it in, 
as it would contribute much to the cleanliness and comfort as well as to the health of tlie 
inhabitants. We took occasion some time after to allude to tins subject in the presence ot 
Sir Charles Shaw, the active and intelligent agent of Lord Stuart de Decies, and that gentle 
man at once entered warmly into it, and proposed erecting a building, with suitable com 

partroeiits, as a general storehouse for the dried fish. , o ^ a 

Before concluding this Report, I may here mention that the nets of several of our fisher- 
men, to whom we had advanced loans, were illegally seized in the early part of the season, 
and detained; the consequence has been that these poor persons liave lost all the beneht 
which otherwise would have been derived from them. Underthesei:ircumstance8,ond with the 
approval of your Secretary, I was induced, in some few instances, to forego iny claim upon 
the sufferers for repayment. Some of those nets, it is true, have since been restored by un 
order from the Board of Fisheiies, but in such a tattered condition that most of them are 
rendered useless. However, I am happy to say that notwithstanding such oppressive treat- 
ment, all our able-bodied fishennen continue activeljr employed, and contrive not only to 
keep themselves aloof from the workhouse, but to assist many of their less fortunate neigh- 
bours. 

In the foregoing statement, \ think I have included everything connected with this 
district, which may prove interesting to your Committee ; it only remains now for me to 
observe, that In addition to the many benefits conferred upon our own district, by the system 
of relief we have been pursuing for the last 18 months, an active spirit of emulation begins 
to mnnifest itself in various places along the coast, to promote the same desirable object, and 
many gentlemen are now anxious to undertake a similar part in their own immediate neigh- 
bourhood. 1 am led to form this conclusion from the numerous applications made to us, 
weekly, for information as to our mode of proceeding. 

Were all parties thus to unite in promoting the welfare of our common country, we might 
then look forward with some confidence to the moral regeneration of Ireland, and expect to 
behold her people peaceable, contented and happy. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, 
Your faithful Servant, 

James Alcock, 

Seaview, 10 January 1849. VicarofRing. 



Statement of Accounts: 

Amount of Grants from Friends’ Society - - - - - 

Ditto ditto from London Ladies’ Committee - - - 

Sale of Clothes - -- -- -- -- 

Further Grant from the Auxiiiaiy Committee - - - - 

Donation from Colonel and Mrs. Sabine, Kent Cottage, Woolwich 
Amount of Repayments -------- 



Amount of Disbursements 



In Advance 



£. J5. 

50 - 
7 - 
6 2 



10 - 
5 - 
111 8 



£. 189 10 

- 203 10 



£.\ 14 - 



d. 

6 

6 

6 



Number of Loans issued altogether, 214, in sums varying from 5 to 4 

M. 
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M. 

TIEPORT on the Fishery and Curing-House at the Claddagh, Giilwa'j. 

The London Committee of the Society of Friends for the relief of Irish Distress, which 
originated in the subjoined address, had its attention called to the condition of the fisher- 
men at the Claddagh, near Galway, by the following communication from W. E. Forster, 
accompanj'ing his father, William Forster, Norwich, in a visit to the West of Ireland, in the 
autumn of 1846, for the purpose of investigating the distress in some of the remote 
districts : — 

“ From Galway I was obliged to return direct to Dublin, but before doing so I accom- 
panied my father- in his visit to the Claddagh. Two of the resident priests showed me a 
soup-kitchen at work on their own premises, and under most excellent management. One 
of their number then kindly undeilook to show me the condition of the people and of their 
cabins. There are about 4,000 souls in this Cla,ddagh, a clan of fishermen and their families, 
of peculiar and primitive habits, holding little or no intercourse with others, marrying only 
amongst themselves, obeying their own elected chietj whom they term their Admiral, — a 
brave, worthy, hone.st race, simple-hearted and affectionate, but now in the extreme of 
poverty; their numbers daily diminishing from the effect of want. The hidi price of pro- 
visions, the poor supply of fish, and tlie cuiious fact, that the first effect of the potato-blight 
is to render the hej'rings almost unsaleable i,the people having been so accustomed to use 
them with potatoes, although they are now prolDably starved into the discovery of other 
modes of consumption), were causes, which united together to reduce tliese poor people to 
a fearful depth of misery. They had been accustomed to live in tolerable comfort, but 
they were now almost without furniture or bedding or clothes. In one small wretched 
hovel, in which were huddled together three families, I saw a young mother, whose rags 
were really no covering, much less a protection against the weather; hut even here I found 
an instance of charity that would shame many a wealthy house. A poor blind woman was 
crouching on the floor, and my companion told me she was no relation to the other inmates, 
but that they supported her and gave her house-room out of kiirluess. Even the very nets 
and tackling of these poor fishermen, I heard were pawned, and unless they be assisted to 
redeem them, they will be unable to take advaiit^e of the heriing-shoals, even vrhen tliey 
approach their coast. 

“ In order to ascertain the truth of this statement, I went into two or three of the largest 
pawn-sliops, the owners of which fully confirmed it, and said they had in pledge at least a 
thousand pounds’ worth of such property, and saw no likelihood of its being redeemed. These 
pawnbrokers, who were much the most prosperous-looking individuals I had seen on my 
journey, were, however, full of coiuphiints against the times ; there were, they said, no 
buyers, all were borrowers, their capital was all locked up, and soon they would be obliged 
to close their shops. I found that the poor peasants, even from a considerable distance 
were pledging their clothing for the most trifling sums, but after close inquiry, I satisfied 
myself that the coarse woollen and cotton garments, which it is proposed to give the more 
destitute, would not, if stamped, be articles which the brokers would like to receive in pawn.” 

By the minutes of the Committee of the aoth First Month (January) 1847,and 3d and 17th 
Second Month (February), a grant of 100 1 . was made to John D’Arcy, the vicar of Galway, 
and Thomas R. Rush, the friar of Galway, in conjunction, to be applied to the release of as 
large a portion as possible of the fishing tackle now in pawn, with instructions to take needful 
precaution to prevent the re-pledging oi the same. 

The mode in which this relief was carried out, is stated in the subjoined extract from a 
letter from T. R. Rush, dated West Chapel, Claddagh, Galway, 8th Mareh ISiT; — “ I am 
desirous to state, for the information of your Committee, some of the difficulties which we 
have had to contend with in making the 100 1 . productive of the largest amount of good to 
the fisheimen, and, at the same time, guarding, as much as possible, against abuse. In tlie 
first place, I think it right to inform you, that such was the condition of the boats, and the 
state of disrepair into which they had fallen, that we had hardly room to hope we should 
have been able to effect much immediate good by so small a sum as lOOl. Each boat stood 
in need of an outfit, that would have cost from 4 1, to 6 1 ., and wlien furnished with the appro- 
priate rigging, the crews were reduced to such a state of want that they could not procure 
sea stores for a single night at sea. This was the state of things we had to contend with, 
and we agreed that the only effectual mode of putting boat-owners and crews afloat, was 
that whereby all could be brought to unite for their respective advantages. 

That we might accomplish this important object, we resolved to give a small amount of aid 
to each boat-owner who would exert himself, and put his boat into her usual condition, and 
that, when she was inspected and found fit for sea, we would furnish each member of the 
crews with such fishing apparatus as belongs to this season, and also aid him with some 
provisions. 

The result of this arrangement is, that up to the present date, we have sent to sea no less 
than 70 boats, with crews of five and six men in each boat. Thus are we progressing from day 
to day, furnishing some boats with that portion of the fishing gear which the fishermen use 
at this season, and when they come home with fish tell them they must themselves release 
from the pawn-offices the tackle belonging to other seasons by the produce of their own toil. 
We find this an excellent plan, whereas if we attempted anything like an indiscriminate 
releasing from the pawn-offices, there would be not only great risk of re-pledging, but a 
certainty of the articles released getting into hands that do not at all go out to sea. There 
would be no possibility of getting the parties whom we have assisted to repay the sums 
(19.APP.) 0 3 g‘ven 
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given to them. But we can so manage as 1o spread tlie 100 /. over tlie entire fishing pojiu- 
lation, and oblige the parties relieved to release what they will require for other seasons ; 
andbymakina; them the instmaients of pawn-releasing, these fishermen will set a greuter 
valae upon what they themselves release, than if we were to be the releasing parties on a 
large scale. We must try above all things to pronounce a censure in eiery way upon thr^ 
system of running to the pawn-offices with those implements essential for human food and 
industry. 



Report of Relief afforded to the Fishermen of the Claddagji out of the 100 1. contributed 
by the Society of Friends, towards the Employment of the Fishermen at (lieir own 
Calling, during the Season of Famine, from February the 21st, 1847, to March 20tii, 1847. 



No. 1. Provisions and Fishing Gear to Patrick Griffin and crew (6 nienl 
John King and crew - (0 men) 
Patrick Hart and crew - {6 men) 
Patrick Conneely andcrew (0 men) 
John M‘Dermott and crew (6 men) 
Martin Cubbavd and crew (5 men) 
Thus. Callaghan and crew (6 men) 
Bai-tly Flaherty and crew (6 men) 
Michael King and crew - (5 men) 
John O’Neil and crew - (6 men) 
Bartly Cubbard and cre.w (6 men) 
John M‘Dermottand crew (6 men) 
Michel Conneely and crew (o men) 
Patrick Crean and crew (5 men) 
Thomas Cavanagh and crew(6 men) 
Thomas Caluhau and crew (6 men) 
Patrick Griffin and crew (5 men) 
Luke Conneely and crew (0 men) 
Michael Nolan and crew (5 men) 
Wm. O’Donnell and crew (C men) 
Pat Conneely and crew (5 men) 
Michael M'Glynn and crew men) 
Mich. M'Donough and crew (0 men) 
John Ring and crew - - (6 men) 
M ichael Connor and crew (5 men) 
Patiick Fallon and crev^ - (C men) 
Patrick Hart and crew - (5 men) 
W. Connor and crew - - (6 men) 
Peter King and crew • - (5 men) 
Michael M'Glynn and crew (5 men) 
Anthony Laff and crew - (G men) 
John King and crew - - (6 men) 
John Conneely and crew - (5 men) 
Martin M'Glynn and crew (o men) 
John Flaherty and crew - (6 men) 
John Lydon and crew - (6 men) 
Michael Flanagan and crew (5 men) 
James Connor and crew - (6 men) 
John M'Donough and crew ( 6 men) 
Owen Hynes and crew - (6 men) 
Michael Huniey and crew (6 men) 
Michael Jones and crew - (6 men) 
John Conneely and crew - (6 men) 
Pat. M‘Donough and crew (6 men) 
Thomas Conmons and crew (6 men) 
Patrick Rourke and crew- (5 men) 
James Tierney and crew - (6 men) 
Patrick Connor and crew - (6 men) 
Patrick Moran and crew - (5 men) 
Thomas Clogherty and crew (6 men) 
Stephen Belton and crew - (6 men) 
Martin Wallace and crew - (6 men) 
Michael Noon and crew - (6 men) 
Bartly Murphy, singly 
John Claney and crew - 
John King and crew - 
John King and crew - 
John Rush, singly - - 
Frank Conneely, singly 



2. - 


Ditto 


_ 


_ 


ditto 






3. - 


Ditto 




- 


ditto 






4. - 


Ditto 


- 


- 


ditto 






6. - 


Ditto 




. 


ditto 






6. - 


Ditto 




- 


ditto 


. 




7. - 


Ditto 




- 


ditto 






8. - 


Ditto 




. 


ditto 






9. - 


Ditto 




- 


ditto 


.. 




10. - 


Ditto 


. 


- 


ditto 






11. - 


Ditto 


, 


_ 


ditto 


. 


- 


12. - 


Ditto 


. 


- 


ditto 


- 


- 


13. - 


ITitto 


- 


- 


ditto 


. 




14. - 


Ditto 


- 


- 


ditto 


- 




15. - 


Ditto 


. 


- 


ditto 


. 


_ 


16. - 


Ditto 


. 


- 


ditto 


_ 




17. - 


Ditto 


. 


. 


ditto 


. 


- 


18. - 


Ditto 


- 


. 


ditto 


- 


- 


19. - 


Ditto 


_ 


_ 


ditto 


_ 




20. - 


Ditto 


- 


. 


ditto 


- 




21. - 


Ditto 


- 


. 


ditto 


. 




22. - 


Ditto 


- 


- 


ditto 






23. - 


Ditto 




_ 


ditto 






24. - 


Ditto 


. 


. 


ditto 


_ 




25. - 


Ditto 


- 


- 


ditto 


_ 


_ 


26. - 


Ditto 


_ 


_ 


ditto 




_ 


27. - 


Ditto 


_ 


- 


ditto 


. 


•_ 


28. - 


Ditto 


- 


. 


ditto 


. 


_ 


29. - 


Ditto 


- 


- 


ditto 


_ 




30. - 


Ditto 


- 


- 


ditto 


. 




31. - 


Ditto 


- 




ditto 


_ 


_ 


32. - 


Dtto 


. 




ditto 


_ 




33. - 


Ditto 


- 


- 


ditto 


. 


_ 


34. - 


Ditto 


- 


. 


ditto 


_ 




35. - 


Ditto 


- 


_ 


ditto 


. 


_ 


36. - 


Ditto 


- 


- 


ditto 




_ 


37. - 


Ditto 


- 


- 


ditto 




_ 


38. - 


Ditto 




- 


ditto 






39. - 


Ditto 






ditto 


_ 




40. - 


Ditto 




_ 


ditto 






41. - 


Ditto 






ditto 






42, - 


Ditto 






ditto 






43. - 


Ditto 






ditto 






44. - 


Ditto 






ditto 






46. - 


Dtto 


. 




ditto 






46. - 


Ditto 


- 




ditto 






47. - 


Ditto 


- 




ditto 




. 


48. - 


Dtto 


- 




ditto 


_ 


_ 


49. - 


Ditto 


- 




ditto 


. 




50. - 


Ditto 


_ 


- 


ditto 


_ 


_ 


51. - 


Ditto 


. 




ditto 


. 


_ 


62. - 


Ditto 


- 




ditto 


. 


_ 


53. - 


Ditto 


. 




ditto 




. 


64. - 


Ditto 


. 


- 


ditto 


. 


. 


55. - 


Ditto 


- 


- 


ditto 


_ 


_ 


56. - 


Ditto 


- 


- 


ditto 


. 


. 


67. - 


Ditto 


- 


. 


ditto 


. 


. 


58. - 


Ditto 




_ 








69. - 


Ditto 






ditto 


. 


. 


60. - 


Ditto 




- 


ditto 


- 


- 



“ (1 man) 

- (6 men) 

- (6 men) 

- (4 men) 

- (1 man) 

. — -ov " (1 man) 

- Patrick Gutrie, singly- - (i man) 



- 18 
- 16 



- 12 

- 15 

- 19 



- 15 

- 12 



- 12 
- 12 



- J2 

- 12 
- 12 



- 15 - 
1 - 6 
1 - lOj 



61. Provisions 
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61 . Provisions and Fishing Gear to Peter Burrett, singly - 

62. •- Ditto - - ditto - - D. Tierney, singly ■- 

03. - Ditto - - ditto - - Bai'tly BuiTett, singly - 

~ “ - Michael Burrett, singly 

“ Ditto - - ditto - - P. Callaghan and crew 

06 . - Ditto - - ditto - - Prank Conneely, singly 

“ Ditto - - ditto - - Martin Rush, singly - 

08 . - Ditto - - ditto - - Michael Henry, singly 

Fishermen relieved - - 331 . 



- (1 man) 

- (1 man) 

- (1 man) 

- (1 man) 

- (5 men) 

- tl man) 

- (1 man) 

- (1 man) 



£. s. d. 

- 10 - 

- 1 4 

- 4 8 

- 6 - 

-68 
3 - - 

-66 
- 2 - 



Mateiials for New Fishing Appliances: 

300lbs. Flax, at perlb. 

SO score bundles Linen for repair of Sails, at 3s. per bundle 

12 Spillards, 50 fathoms, at 18 s. per Spillard - 
Flax Wheels - - - . . 



7 10 
12 - 
10 16 
2 12 



April 8 th. 

3 dozen Hard Lines - 

Flax for the manufacture of Gurnet Lines, and Nets for the Summer 
and Autumn Fisheries ----- ... 

Stationery, &c. - 

Clerk for copying this Account ------ 



78 11 
1 15 
19 4 



5 



Total Expenditure - - - £. 100 - 

Total Fund ----- f. 100 - 



Ci 

6 

6 

5i 



(signed) 



John D'Arcy, a. m.. 

Vicar of St. Nicholas, Galway. 
Thomas R. Rush, 

West Chapel, Claddagh, Galway. 



The Committee also received from R. Barclay Fox, of Falmouth, then on a Tour of 
Insijectmn, dated Galway, 27th Third Month (March) 1847, the following statement 

“ Here (Galway) I was joined tiiis morning by James Perry and Jonathan Pim, and we 
liave occupied the greater part of the day in visiting the soup-kitchens, of which there are 
five m tins phice, distributing about 5,000 gallons' of soup daily. John D’Arcy, the Pro- 
testant clergyman, was our guide, whose exertions are as active as they are benevolent; he 
appeai-3 to represent _ tlie public spirit of Galway. We visited the ‘ West Convent,’ in 
Claddagh; the superior. Dr. Rush, an intelligent and energetic man, has very judiciously 
applied the fiinds granted for the relief of the fishermen, and by expenditure of 70 1, out of 
the 100 1 , contributed by the London Committee, 7.3 boats have'been sent to sea : their first 
day’s fishing produced an average of 4/. per boat. With the remaining 30Z. he proposes 
establishing an industrial female school for the manufacture of nets. A laige boat with 
deep-sea tackle is now the desideratum at Claddagh, as the present class of boats are not 
fit to venture beyond Galway Bay, and the best fishing-ground remains untouched; a 
curing-house in connexion with it would he most desirable, as it is rarely safe for tlie fisher- 
men to attempt to run into Roundstone. The Sisters of Mercy and the nuns of the order 
of ‘ The Presentation,’ give a breakfast daily to between 700 and 800 children, as well as 
instruction gratuitously. There is also a monastery of friars, who feed about 300 boys 
every morning, and give them schooling afterwards. 

“ In the neighbourhood of Galway nearly 2,000 men have been discharged from the 
public works, and the consequent sudden increase of distress almost paralyzes the Relief 
CommittM. Employment is now the great want of the Irish poor ; labour the great want 
of the Irish soil. Here is abundance of supply and abundance of natural demanS, but how 
to bring these two elements together is the problem of Ireland. It is easy to point out 
many modes of doing this, but by no means easy to suggest one that will be adopted by 
those on whom the duty devolves. Meanwhile, it appears evidently our duty to give as 
much efficiency os possible to the existing machinery for relief, during the interval between 
the present stoppage of public works and the operation of the new Government Relief 
measure; this requires a prompt and liberal distribution of money. Wlien that is done, 
I think our funds might he legitimately applied to the encouragement of productive 
employment.” 

As tlie pressure of starvation decreased, partly through the improved condition of the 
country, and partly through the more efficient provisions for public relief, the attention of 
the committee was turned to the encouragement on a limited scale, of industrial operations, 
and with this view, grants to a small extent were made in various districts for the culture of 
flax, and the promotion of indu.stry amongst the women and children. The want of 
imjiroved methods in fishing, and of a curing-house at Galway, which had been manifested 
(19. App.) o 4 by 
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by previous correspondence, induced the committee to procure an experienced fishing cap- 
tain from Falmouth, and to send, him over to the Claddagh with an abundant supply of 
fishing-tackle; but in order not to awaken local prejudice and opposition, it was thoiiglit 
best not to send his boat there in the first instance, a precaution which subsequent events 
showed to have been not needless. 



Instructions of the Committee to Arthur Chard, on his proceeding to Ireland, 
London, Third Month (March) 1848. 

The London Committee of the Society of Friends for the relief of distress in Ireland, had 
their attention turned to the condition of tlie fishermen on the const of Galway, and 'par- 
ticularly those of the Claddagh (a suburb of the town of Galway), in consequence of an 
application for relief made by William Edward Forater, who visited them in the early part 
of 1847, and who stated that they were in great wretchedness, owing to having pawned 
their nets and tackle, which they were wholly nimble to redeem. 

The committee made a grant of lOOL for the special object of releasing part of these 
implements, and the same was placed at the joint disposal of John D’Arcy, a minister of 

the Church of England in the town of Galway, and the prior of a convent and 

head patron of a Piscatory school at the Claddagh. 

We understand that this small sum, judiciously applied under the directions of these two 
gentlemen, was the means of effecting much good, by liberating a large quantity of fishing 
tackle at a very impoitant juncture; a plentiful supply of fish, and, as a consequence, the 
discharge of other debts, and the liberation of a further portion of their tackle, being among 
the early fruits of this limited effort for their relief. 

Since that time the Claddagh has been hastily visited, both by Robert Burclay Fox, of 
Perran, and by John Hodgkin of Tottenham ; and the information which they collected on 
the spot has increased the feeling of interest in this somewhat peculiar, but, in general, very 
deserving body of men. 

It appeared as the result of these visits, that distress at the Claddagh was by no means 
tlie result of the failure of the potato crop alone, but that it is of frequent occurrence with 
them ; and there seems much reason to suppose that partly from imperfect boats and 
implements, partly from ignorance of the most approved inodes of fishing, and partly from 
a want of prudence and method in their arrangements, they do not by any means derive so 
full or so sustained a supply from the treasures of the deep as they might ; whilst absence 
of arrangements for curing the fi-esh fish prevents their having a profitable outlet at times 
for that which they do catch, more especially as they are not yet placed in railway com- 
munication with Dublin. 

It is with this view of making a beginning, on a small scale, for the removal of some of 
these disadvantages by the introduction of a better system, that the London Committee have 
retained the services of Arthur Chard. 

And whilst they must depend mainly upon his skill, discretion and perseverance for the 
effecting of this important object, they think it right to give him some liints as to liis course 
of procedure. 

In the first place, be ought to be fully aware that the object is purely philanthropic. The 
Committee have no sectarian and no commercial end in view whatever. 

They desire only to assist their suffering fellow-men to help themselves. 

This A. C. can state in the most explicit manner if questioned; but the most effectual 
manner of showing it will be by kindness to all, by the absence of selfishness, and by 
watchfulness, not to hurt tlie religious or national feelings of any; and should he have to 
encounter local prejudices and superstitions, they must be met in the gentlest manner 
yielding as far as he can conscientiously and consistently with the objects of his mission. ’ 

Joshua William Strangman, of Waterford, has had great experience in dealing with the 
prejudices and peculiar habits of some of the Irish fishermen, though in a different locality 
partly by introducing m the fishing-grounds near Waterford, improved methods of fishine 
with larger vessels and better tackle, and partly by assisting the wretchedly poor fishermeli 
at Ring, in the neighbourhood of Dungarvan, with small loans of money 

Arthur Chard will therefore proceed first to Wateifoid, and see J. W. Strangman and 
converse freely with him on the subject, and make notes of the hints which he may r^eive 
from him as to the best mode of procedure. ^ 

* 1 .'* “aybewell also to confer with the captain and men iu his employ, and learn from 
them the difficulties which they have had to encounter in introducing improvements and 
the course which they took m surmounting them. ’ 

A. Chard will theri proceed to Limerick. A letter of inlroduction to John Abel of Ihof 
city, accompmnes this. He will confer with him and any other friends tliere to whom Im 
may be mlroduced ,■ and it is probable that one or more of.their number will either ro with 
him to Galway, or meet him there. ^ ‘ 

It mil be better that A. Chard should not enter upon bis duties at ibe Claddagb until the 
pkn ofojjratton IS m some degree seltled between tie friend from Limerick, and tl.e persms 
of authority andinfluence m tlie Claddagh; viz. the prior of the convent, John D’Arev and 
the Mayor and Admiral of the Claddagh. In the deliberations and negotialionlS £ 
«pTanaaots.°’'” •'a™ lake a part, ia order to give the necessarv 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON THE OPERATION OF THE IRISH POOR LAW. 



113 



It IS extremely important that the fishermen should know that A. C. is not a competitor 
come amongst t hem but a helper, and that he and his tackle are placed for this purpose at 
the dsposal of the Admiral and such of his comrades as shall be selected to take part in the 
operations. 

It will pretty soon be seen wlietbei- A. C.'s boat will be wanted, and if it is, advice should 
be sent to Perran to bring her round without delay. 

This may be done -without waiting to communicate with London, if A. C. and the friend 
from Limerick are unitedly of the judgment tliat she is wanted. 

It is suggested that some of the Claddagh men should always be employed in using 
the nets and (if she be brought round) in working the boat, and that they should receive 
a full proportion of the fish caughfas wages ; the rest going either to the Admiral or to be 
otherwise applied for the benefit of the Claddagh, as may be determined upon by A. C. and 
the friend from Limerick. 

I^either A. C. hor any of his Cornishmen to fish on tlieir own account, or to have any 
benefit beyond the terms agreed upon. ^ 

The Cornish crew to be confined to steady and sober men, who may expect some e.xtra 
pay from friends’ Relief Committee, in case of good conduct. 

Great care to be observed by them, as well as A. C., to avoid exciting the jealousies of 
• the Claddagh men. “ 

A. C. to teach the Claddagh fishermen the use of such fishing tackle as may be new to 
them, and to employ the trawl nets, &c,, and the boat (if sent) in whatever way be most 
serviceable to them. 

Let the wives and daughters of the fishermen make ground-seams, trammels, and other 
nets, and employ some men to make good lobster-pots. 

. Induce the men to tie the lobsters, instead of pegging them. 

To confer with the Mayor and Admiral, with the assistance of the friend from Limerick 
&c., as to whether it would be desirable to establish a curing-house. 

And, if it appears to be so, to obtain an estimate and ascertain on what terms a suitable 
building could be obtained and fitted up. 

But not to begin this without first corresponding with London. 

If adopted, to set it going and give nil needful instructions. 

To write a detailed report twice a week of all proceedings to John Hodgkin, Tottenham 
Loudon. 



On his aiTival at Galway, accompanied by a deputation from the Friends’ Relief Com- 
mittee, at Limerick, a plan of operation wa.s formed, in concert with the following gentle- 
men:— John D’Aicy, Vicar of Galway; T. R. Rush, Prior of the Convent,'Head of 
Piscatorial School; G. Kough, the Government Guardian of the Union; Robert Fisher, 
Manager of the Provincial Bank; Lachlan M‘Lachlan, a Roman Catholic merchant of 
Galway, who formed themselves into a committee of management. 

Pending the arrival of his nets, Arthur Chard was engaged in teaching the hovs of the 
Piscatory school the use of the compass and other elementary- nautical matters', and in 
interesting them and the fishermen about improvements. 

As a specimen of the difficulty he had to contend with, on the arrival of his nets, an 
extract from one of his lettei-s is subjoined, and it also strongly shows the want of a curing- 
house. 

“ Wednesday, 19tli. — The weather still continues very rough ; the boats not able to go 
to sea. The fishermen being collected in groups along the quay, 1 took the opportunity of 
speaking to them respecting the use of ray nets, but the conversation was not very encou- 
raging. One very decent dressed man addressed me in the following manner : — ‘ Is it stop- 
ping to fish, you are, sir ; because, if you are, I might as well tell you it, that you will not 
fish here, in this bay, with your nets and trawls ; and what is worse than trawls ?’ I answered, 
‘ My good man, it is not my intention to do anything against your will ; all I ara sent to 
do, is to endeavour to put something in your way, instead of taking anything from you ; it 
is my wish, and that of the committee tliat sent me, that you should have the benefit of all 
my nets and likewise my labour, and that of my vessel and men, and to use it in such 
manner and in such places as you think proper.’ But I could not vvoi-k any good on them ; 
their answer was, ‘ We do not want your nets ; they may do good to a five or six, but what 
is all the rest to do ? we will not have it in any shape ; we know bow to kill fish with the 
gear we have, and that is such as every man shall have a chance, and we will have nothing 
else.’ I said, ‘ Surely you can have uo objection to any net-fishing out in deep sea?’ — 

‘ No, you may trawl alt the way to America, if you like, but we know that we could kill 
more fish before the trawls came here than we can now.’ .And much more to the same 
effect ; but I thought it best not to press the matter, so I dropped the conversation. 

“ From what I can learn from other fishermen, not directly connected with the Claddagh, 
that they are sworn together (witli but few exceptions) not to use or let be used any other 
nets but such as they think proper ; under these circumstances, I do not think it would be 
advisable to press the using of the nets at present. 

“ I have not seen Mr. Rush or the Admiral since the above conversation, but I shall 
endeavour to do so, but he is so much engaged about this time that it is difficult to see him. 

“ It appears to me as if the men thought, on my first arrival, that I was to give them some 
direct relief, such as new tackling or meal, or something of that sort, as all of them soon 
beo’an to make known their wants, though they will not endeavour to relieve these wants by 



the use of my nets. 

(19. App.) 



“ There 
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“ There are some of the men would be glad of the opportunity of the use of the nets, but 
I think they are intimidated by the great body of the Ciaddagh. 

“Thursday 20th and Friday 21st being great holidays, there is not much doing, but the 
boats went out on Thxirsday morning. 

“Saturday 22d. — The boats came in this morning with laige quantities of gurnets and 
black pollock, from 500 to 1,000, selling at from Ss.'ficf. to 25. per hundred ; the pollock at 
35. Gcf. per dozen; some of the boats that came in this evening having 1,500, selling them 
very cheap. 

“ In stating these facts in my Report as they occurred, I hope the committee will not 
object to mv passing a few remarks on them. 

“ In the first place, sometime since, a gentleman came to Galway with trawl boats and 
fishing tackle of every description, and made great promises as to what he was going to do. 
He was going to build curing establishments, and make the fortunes of the whole Ciaddagh ; 
he stopped here imposing on tlie poor men, and likewise several gentlemen, for about six 
months, and then left them in a much worse state than he found them. 

“ And, again, as the fishermen state, if they had a better market, or some place to sell the 
fish, they would embrace every opportunity of improving the methods of killing the fish ; but 
at the present state of the markets, they can kill enough to supply them, and often more 
than the market will take while fresh. 

“ Respecting the person that told me of the Ciaddagh men being sworn not to let any nets 
be ii-sed, it is not unlikely but he himself has a prejudice against the Ciaddagh. 

“And as to their objection of receiving a partial benefit, I think we must acknowledge 
it is not only natural, but charitable, on their part, to consider the benefit of the whole 
family, as we may term them; and we can consider them nothing else, when we recollect 
there are from 6,0(10 to 6,000 people (families included) bound together by the nearest ties of 
relationship, for it is of rare occurence for either male or female to marry out of the Ciaddagh; 
so I say, we ought not to be suprised at the unanimity among them, but still where there 
is such a large body of people, there are sure to be some difference of opinion. 

“ So, in connecting tliese and many other prej udices and superstitions which they liavc, we 
must expect to have considerable opposition. 

“ But I do not bear one dissenting voice on the building of a curing and salt establishment. 
T have seen Mr. Rush to-day; he t^Ls me not to be discouraged; ns soon as the men come to 
see it is for a general benefit, they will all join as one man in carrying out the object, and 
there is no danger whatever in using the nets while I have the sanction of the Admiral and 
Committee, but you must not force them to use them ; I consider we are getting on very 
well ; we must take time to overcome their jealousies and superstitions. 

“ So, gentlemen, you will see the difficulties 1 have to contend with ; although I have not 
yet used my nets, I am very anxious of doing so, as I am sure you must thiuk it time I should 
be making use of them. 

“ Hoping my next will he a more favourable report, 

“ I remain yourvery humble obedientSeivant, 

(signed) “A. CJuird" 

The Committee before named being willing to establish and conduct a curing-house on 
their own responsibility, on receiving aid from this Committee, grants, amounting to 500Z., 
were made in the Summer and Autumn of 1848. 

On the 14th October the Vicar of Galway, on behalf of the Committee, writes : “ I have, 
with very great pleasure to report that our curing-house is complete; that it has been 
pronomiced by a very competent judge, whom some business brought here, one of the newest 
and best arranged things that he has seen anywhere ; and that we have actually commenced 
curing. 

“ I have further to report, and I am sure it will give you as much pleasure as it afforded 
us, that when the Ciaddagh women came with their fish, found it honestly counted and 
promptly paid for, tliey expressed their most unfeigned surprise, and exclaimed they would 
no longer allow the hucksters to cheat them, but come with their fish to the curing-hoase. 
All this is at least cheering, and not to be despised in an arduous undertaking, as no questiori 
ours is.” ' ^ 

Again, the same gentleman writes on the 25th April 1849 ; 

“ I may say we have much reason to be thankful for the measure of success with which 
our efforts have been blessed; our trade is progressing every day; our cured fish is in 
repute ; the business we are doing is a safe business and remunerative as far as it goes, and 
we are now quite satisfied that if we had a good boat, able to put out to the fishing^round 
beyond Arran, we not only could introduce all the new methods, but would be applauded 
for doing so. The Ciaddagh Piscatorial School, too, affords us a means, when we shall 
he in a position to avail ourselves of it, for affording practical instruction to tlie risiiitr 
generation.” ” 

So far, this Committee considers the results, upon a small scale, as satisfactory and 
encouraging ; and they feel that the time has come when some further peouniaiw assistance 
both to the curing-house and also maiding the fishermen to obtain boats of larger con- 
struction, suited to fi>liing beyond the limits of the bay, would be very desirable. 

Signed on behalf of the Committee, 

John Hodykin. 
Appendix 
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Appendix N. 



REPORT of C. G. Otv'ay, Estj., on the Castlebar and Westport Unions. 



Castlebar and Westport Unions. 

(No. 14823/4S.) 

Gentlemen, Donegal, 18 March 1848. 

In accordance with the instructions contained in your letter of the -iftth ultimo, rcceitcd 
by me on tlie 27th, 1 liave to state, that I arrived in Castlebar on Saturday the 4th instant, 
and that I was occupied in attending meetings of the Board of Vice-Guai cliuns at Castlebar 
and Westport, and in making inquiries and examining witnesses in reference to the stale of 
these Unions, until the I3tli iiistaut. 

The evidence I took 1 now lorward for yonr information, together with the following 
Report, containing the result of the impressions left on my mind, from my own observations, 
and from the general inquiries which I made from numerous and different parties. 

On my arrival at the Castlebar Workhouse, on ti/e 4th in.stant, the first circumstance 
that struck me was the appearance of a large crowd of persons that had congi-egated round 
the door; on the skirts ot the crowd were a number of ill-clad und ill-fed looking persons, 
bearing on their bodies the marks of their destitution, but such were comparatively few in 
number, and more than two-thirds of the crowd vva.s composed of well-clad and weil-fcd 
looking people, wholly dissimilar from any crowd I ever saw round a VVoikhouse door bel'oi e 
seeking for relief. My first impression was, that there was some meeting as to complaints 
against the valuation, and that the faraier-ciass had come to make objections, and I remon- 
strated with the crowd, as to keej/ing the poor, weak, hungvy-Iooking creatures, that wuntetl 
to get relief, so far outside that they could not get to the door ; when I w’as informed, by 
numerous voices, that they wanted to get the meal for- themselves. Some of them almost 
appeared ashamed when I expressed a reproachful surprise. 

On entering the Board-room, I found a number of gentlemen, some advocating the cluiins 
of one set of persons for relief, and contending against the claims of otliers, and vice versa. 
The Relieving Officers appealed to, every moment, to account why this person was on and 
that person off the lists, and hunting from book to book to look for information, until they 
became utterly confounded, and, to complete the coufusion, tlie parties themselves, on 
being brought up to be examined, in most cases, by Uieir contmdictory and evasive replies, 
completely destroyed any little insight into the reaf state of their cases that had previously 
been apparently arrived at: from half-past twelve to near six o’clock, the time of the 
Guardians was, I might say, almost exclusively thus taken up, and during the whole time 
1 was there 1 did not feel that I could have rightly adjudicated on more than five or six of 
the numerous cases I heard argued, so contradictory were the statements and so unsatisfactory 
was tlie information affbi-ded by the Relieving Officers ; and in those cases that I did Ibrm a 
decided opinion, I formed it more from the appearance of the countenances of tho jrarties 
than from anything I heard in the debate. 

One case made a strong impression ou my mind : a Mr. Dugeon, whom I afterwards 
examined [see Evidence], brought forward one of the most miserable-looking men [ ever 
beheld to get him put on the list for relief, stating that he had been refused relief or to be jmt 
oil the book by the Relieving Officer. The Vice-Guardians at once expressed their surprise 
that the Relieving Officer had not taken his application, and got him relief, and there was a 
long inquiry as to why he had not been put on the list for relief, when it was lound that he 
haa been on the list, and had been ordered relief ; but that, owing to some mistake of the 
Overseer, the man had got no relief for the previous week : the reason be did not get relief, 
as far as I could judge, was, that his name had been omitted in the list given by the Relieving 
Officer to the contractor and Overseer for bread, and caused, it was supposed, by the con- 
fusion consequent ou the change of the relief given to the able-bodied from meal to rye- 
bread ; the man was evidently in the greatest distress, and wholly unfit to work, or to be 
classed as able-bodied. During the investigation of iliis matter, the poor man (Pat. 
Kilcoyne) cried out, that it was too bad that Peggy should be on tlxe list, from the same 
village, with her 17 acres and more of land, her two cows and horses : I took a note of 
this and I requested Captain Farren to have the Relieving «;>fficer specially sent to look for 
Pego-y Filben, and to see if what the man (Kilcoyne) had said was true. Waters, the 
Believing Officer, was sent, and the statement of the roan was found to be true ; the woman 
he alluded to was receiving by the name of M'Namara, and she held 11 a. 2 r. of land, 
paid a rent of 20^. Os. 4d., and had two cows and a hor-se, by her own admission. 

^ After the meeting of the Board of Guardians, in going to my hotel, 1 found numbers of 
the mostwretched looking persons prowling through the town, not only the regular professional 
beesars who here, in the midst ot such extensive relief, and in open defiance of tlie Vagrant 
Act ply their trade and expose their sores at the comer of every lane, and tlie turn of 
everV^ road and importune the passers-by with a mixture of prayers, cajolery and 
blasphemy ; but strange, vacant-looking, spectre-like men, women and children, wandering 
up and down, and appearing as if not to know what they had to do, whence they came, or 
whither they were to go. , n 

In the rural portions of the Unions that I passed through, I met comparatively few 
bee-ears and the looks of the people, and especially of the children, appeared to me, on the 
whole satisfactory, and infinitely better than at the same time last year, hlore land also 

(l4 App) 1*2 appeared 
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appeared to be turned up, and more extensive preparations for cropping than at the same 
time of the season last year. 

It is extremely difficult to form anything like a satisfactory opinion as to the real extent of 
destitution ; as compared to the whole amount of the population, varyino- so much in different 
localities, and liable to so muck exaggeration, it would be almost impossible to form a correct 
estimate of its extent without an accurate and dispassionate local knowledge; that I was, 
of course, not only unable to obtain myself, but to tiiici in the possession ofaiiv person I met 
with along the coast; from the Killeries to beyond Achill, in the Union of Westport, the 
extent of destitution is very great, amounting in some cases to more than half of the popu- 
lation; and in others, as in the islands of Innisturk, Clare Island and Achill, to two-thirds 
of the population ; but, taking the Unions of Castlebar and Westport as a whole, tiie 
impression on my mind is, that an estimate, assuming not more than one-fourth of the 
population (taking the population at the numbers as given in the Census of i841), as 
requiring relief, would not be too low in the Union of Westport, and tlmt it would be too 
high in the Union of Castlebar ; and I have not a doubt but that the amount of relief given 
in the Unions of both Westport and Castlebar, especially in Castlebar, is more than sufficient 
to meet the amount of destitution, if properly distributed, and much more than sufficient, if 
relief was really limited to destitute persons not occupying more than a cabin, and a quarter of 
an acre of land. According to the returns furnished to me by the Clerks of Westport and 
Castlebar, the number of persons receiving out-door relief in the Union of Westport was 
21,202 (the Relieving Officers" books not being made up, he stated as a reason why he 
could not tell me the numbers under section 1 and section 2 of the Act, or the numbers 
chargeable to each Electoral Division), and the numbers of persons receiving in-door relief, 
088, making a total number of persons receiving relief under the Poor Law Acts of 22,100, 
exclusive of 7,766 children receiving rations from the British Association, the population 
of the Union, according to the Census of 1841, being 77,952. 

The number of persons receiving out-door relief in Castlebar Union, under the first section 
of the Act, 9,421, under the second section 8,306, making a total of the number of persons 
receiving out-door relief of 17,727, besides 8u9 relieved in the Workhouse, making a total 
number of persons as receiving relief under the Poor Law in the Union of Castlebar of 
13,536, exclusive of about 5, OOD children receiving rations from the British Association the 
population of the Union accorciing to the Census of 1841 being 61,063. 

During the whole of my inquiries and conversations with luirabers of men, of all sorts 
and conditions, I never, that I recollect, met one, even amongst those who held the most di.s- 
couraging views as to the extent of destitution, that did not ncknowledo-e that the amount of 
relief given was sufficient to meet the amount of destitution, if its distribution was solely con- 
fined to the proper parties. 

The abuses in the distiibution of relief arise, I believe, principally in the relief afforded to 
the able-bodied under the second section of the Act ; and the number of persons receiving- 
relief under this section, and that are not fit objects for relief, and have acquired it by 
deception and fraud, are beyond comparison greater than the numbers who have received 
relief under the first section, and who are not fit objects to receive it ; the cases of abuses 
of this kind, under the relief afforded by the first section, are companitively, in my opinion 



The mimber of cases of fit objects for relief not receiving it, I consider, on the whole 
comparatively few, and chiefly confined to the town portions of Electoral Divisions • but in 
the Castlebar Electoral Division I could not avoid coming to the conclusion that very 
many of the poor entitled to and fit objects to receive relief did not get it, and that vei-v 
rnany who got it were not fit objects to receive it, and did not want it ; and that thus much 
of the good intended to have been administered by the Jaw had been confused to ill. 

The chief cause of the abuses I have alluded to lies in the low moral state of the population 
of tins unfortunate country, extending from the highest to the lowest class (the Lceptions 
prove the rule) •• now, with a population such as this to deal with, one portion 8trugdin<r to 
V i the other portion strugglin^to with- 

hold that which they should give, how are you to deal? Out-door relief, atall times and in 
all countries difficult to administer safely, and requiring so many checks to counteract its 
tendency to abuse, is here left not only to contend against the abuses almost inherent in 
itself m the best state of society in which it is administered, but to contend aeamst a 
deep-rooted and almost universal system of deception on the one side, and connilance o? 
the ofher, and left not only without the aid of the local administrators, which in other 
places It obtains, but dependent for the cariying out of its most important details on a set 
of subordinate officers that have increased and caused the very abuses that they were 
appointed to prevent ; and when I consider that in addition to all this, that it has come after 
and almost taken up the most extensive and loose system of out-door relief that the world 
evei saw, and has been made the inheritor of ils abuses, without its e.xcuses for abuse or 
the same means of counteracting them, can I wonder at .finding abuses, and a stroSlini 
Officer k" ^ 1 ask, Could any three Guardians, or three Infpec | 

Officers, have successfully met such a difficulty as this ? three Guardians or three CEec ffi- 
Off ers, successfully, an^ without great abuses, to have administered out-door reSf to f 
total of 87,000 in the Unions of Castlebar, Westport and BalJinrobe, under such circum 
stances ? impossible ! But, gentlemen, I think the abuses might have been essened al' 
being lessened, and may st.U further be lessened. It appears to me that the manaSnrS 
three such Unions, and under the circumstances I have alluded to, was and is too^much for 
any thiee Guardians to attend to : not only had they to meet the current difficulties oAhe 



Unions, 
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Unions, hut they had to unravel the tangled web which their predecessors had bequeathed 
to them; to contend not only apmst empty stomachs and an empty purse, but also a 
larfje amount ot accumulated deht. r j r > 

1 believe tlie Vice-Guardians and the Inspectors exerted themselves as much as men 
could ; that neither exertion of miiKl or body was spared by them, or any of them • but I 
believe it wp not in the power of any three men to attend us Vice-Guardians to the’ neces- 
sary administrative duties of three such Unions, at such ii time, and with such a machinery 
at their disposal, and also to see that the details were worked up ns niucli as they inio-ht 
otherwise have been ; and I therefore recommend that there should be two Vice-Guardians 
resident in each of the Unions of Castlebar and Westport, whose duty it will be solely to 
attend to the affairs of these Unions. 



There appears to me to have been a want of due previous preparation for the proper 
administration of relief under the second section of the Act, and then, when the rush came 
consequent on the order, it was found impossible to prepare and put in timely execution the 
necessary and obvious checks. The Vice-Guardians and Inspectors are now directing their 
attention to the means of checking the abuses that ai-ose, and in a great degree doino- it 
successfully. Hitherto, the Guardians appear to have been left almost entirely' at the m^-cy 
of the Overseers, as far as the labour-test for the able-bodied was concerned — a class of per- 
sons, above all others, requiring strict checks — as, by the arrangements made, such Overseers 
could return any persons on their lists as having entitled themselves to receive relief by 
performing a task which may never have been executed : there was no check upon such 
officers to show that their returns were not false : a general Overseer should have measured 
weekly the amount of work performed by the men under each Overseer in charge of a party, 
certified (be amount performed, and if the Overseer in charge had allowed food to ?;e o-iven 
beyond the amount of work done, the value of the food thus improperly given should have 
been stopped from his salary, and especial care should have been taken that no local Overseer 
should have had charge of parties tliat from their position and numbers he could not have 
overseen. Steps are now being taken, as I have already stated, to remedy these evils, and 
general Overseers have been appointed, and the duties of the local Overseers, as well as of 
the Relieving Officers, in many cases reducerl, and arrangements have been lately made in the 
Castlebar and Breafy Electoral Divisions to give the able-bodied daily rations' of bread, in 
place of meal, once a week, as heretofore given, and arrangements are being made to carry 
this out through the entire Union. 

The labour-test, as applied to the able-bodied in the Unions of Castlebar and Westport, 
has been, up to the present, a failui-e, and in many instances, I believe, the most glaring 
cases of abuse have occurred. 



In reference to the relief administered to the impotent poor, under the first section of the 
Act, the system that has been established for distributing relief, appears unsound, inasmuch 
as it throws on the Relieving Officers so much in the particular of being obliged to make 
out and furnish to the Contractor or Distributor an almost exact duplicate of his application 
and report-book each week, and also to attend personally at the distribution, that it must 
have been impossible, for even the best of them, under the pressure, to have performed the 
other important duties of their office satisfactorily ; and the consequence has been, that 
the Relieving Officers neither acted as a sufficient check on the Contractor, nor kept their 
hooks, or niude the inquiries they ought to have made, and the instructions of the Vice- 
Guardians and Inspectors have not been acted on. 

I also consider it absolutely necessary that some system of checking the Contractor’s or 
Distributor’s account, beyond the mere verification of it by the Relieving Officer, and that the 
Distributor or Contractor should have to produce with his account some vouchers, that 
should be compared with the account by the Guardians for the amount of meal distributed 



ia each case. 



I also consider it necessary that the greatest care should be used in seeing that the 
Disd-ibutor or Contractor and the Relieving Officer were wholly unconnected, and that the 
Relieving Officers should have nothing whatever to say as to the recommendation or 
influence of the appointment of sucli persons ; and that every means, and every inducement, 
by raising the salaries of those Relieving Officers who properly perform their duties, should 
be taken, and held out, in order to try and get a better and more eligible class of men to 
act as Relieving Officers. The arrangements the Vice-Guardians put. in operation in 
reference to the supply of meal by Contractors and Distributors for out door-relief were, as 
they informed me, that the Relieving Officer should tot up his application and report-book 
inthe Board-room, to find out the amount of meal authorized by the Guardians to be issued, 
as shown by his book. The Guardians then filled an order in the order-book for that 
amount of meal on the Contractor, which was signed by tlie Chairman and Clerk ; the 
Relievino' Officer was then to e-xtract, on a separate list, from his application and report- 
book, the names of the parties to get relief, wiih the amount they were to receive, with a 
corresponding number in the application and report-book, which list he was to lodge with 
the Contractor. The Relieving Officer was then to furnish the head of the family with a 
ticket, on which was to he written the name of the head of the family, the number of 
pounds of meal he or she was to get, and with a number on it to correspond with the 
number in the list taken from the application-book ; the recipient was then to present that 
ticket to the Contractor, in the presence of the Relieving Officer, whose duty it was to be 
present and to see that the party was fairly served according to the list ; the tickets were 
not to be issued in the store, and were not retained by the Contractors as vouchers for 



the issue. , 

The means adopted by the Guardians to see that the amount of meal according to their 

(19. App.) p3 “O'"’ 
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order was duly distributed, was, that when the Contractor sent in his bill, the Relieving' 
Officer was obliged to sign it, and certify that it was cori-ect, and as to ■whether the whole 
amount of the order had been distributed, or whether a balance remained ; if more tlian wiiw 
specified in the order had been distributed, the Relieving Officer was to ask for a supplemen- 
tal order, to moke the amount up to the Contractor. 

As to the collection of the rates, the evidence on this subject will point out to the Com- 
missioners how veiy imsatisfactorv has been the progress of the collection, except, perluipw, 
in the case of Sir R. A. O’ Donnel’s district ; that persons of the highest station, and liavmg 
the largest properties, owe the largest portion of the rate uncollected; and not only liuvc 
such pmties held back at such a crisis from paying their rates, but they have been com- 
paratively leniently dealt with, and allowed time by the Collectors, and this winlo tlie poorer 
and middle classes have in many instances paid their rates, and have had summary legal 
proceedings taken against them to compel them so to do. 

I consider it absolutely necessaiy, if the present, or any system of Poor Laws is to he 
maintained, and the funds, or any part of the funds, to be raised from local taxation, that 
such persons should be made to pay, and an end put to such a disgraceful state of things. 

I think that a deep and dangerous feeling of discontent has arisen amongst the middle 
and poorer class of rate-payers, especially those living in the tovuis, against the injustice of 
their being made to pay their rates, while noblemen, landlords of extensive disti'icts, ami 
holders of laige quantities of land, are not made to pay ; and this class labours under great 
excitement at the coiUemplation of the rates on their little properties being rendered more 
frequent and heavier, owing to the large arrear of other parties being left from rate to rate 
uncollected. 

I regret to have to state, that the evidence of the Collectors themselves, and the documents 
on this subject, go to prove tliat due diligence has not been used to collect all the collect- 
able portion of the rates, and that what is due, is not due by parlies who, from absolute want 
of means, are unable to pay : the evidence of all the Collectors goes to sho w, dial Iheauimuit 
of rate uncollectable, or likely to be uncollected, owing to the destitution of the parties 
rated, is comparatively small. In the Westport Union the Clerk furnished me with thepujier 
marked , which shows, that out of a rate of 8,380 /. odd, the collecting books having 
been given out on the ITtliof last November, only 3,080 1. has been as yet collected, and tliat 
the balance uncollected is 5,297 1 . ; that of this balance 3,C12 1., is due by immediate lessons, 
and only 1,684 Z. due by occupiers; and Mr. Louden, in his evidence, swears, that the 
amount of rate he has collected, has been almost all paid by occupiers, and that the amount 
paid by immediate lessors has been extremely small. 

In the Union of Castlebar, the last rale, inclusive of the arrears, amounted to 9,947 /. (tlic 
collecting books for which rate were signed in October last), and up to the 2d instant, as ]}er 
a statement furnished to me by the Clerk of the Union, only 2,331 Z. Is. lid. had been 
collected, as shown by the Collectors’ books. The lists f'urnislied to the Commissioners by 
the Vice-Guardians will show the parties by whom the rate is due. 

Mr. Maley, in his evidence, states : “ The greater portion of the rate now due, is due by 
parties who are able to pay, and that the amount that has been paid has not been paid by 
the classes who are able to pay.” 

“ I know that there are many who could pay their rates out of savings of money and other 
produce, who have not paid and again, “ The immediate lessors rated for occupiers at and 
under 4 Z., have not paid ; as well as 1 recollect, the greater portion of llie rate now to be col- 
lected is due from immediate lessors and again, “ Id the rural part of the district there it; 
manifested a much greater disinclination to pay on the part of the best-off of the occupiers 
than on the part of those who ai'e comparatively poor.” 

Mr. Maley, in his evidence, states: “ The immediate lessors appear to think there is no law 
to compel them to pay for the occupiers of land leased, though the lessees are not in exist- 
ence, and though all the present occupiers pay their rent.” 

In reference to this, I would wish to remark, that it was formerly the practice in many 
parts of Ireland, and especially Mayo, to set large portions of land on long leases to certain 
joint parties for electioneering and other reasons; these parties, in tlie process of time, let 
to several under-tenants, and these tenants, and those who succeeded, them did the sanic 
until, in fact, the tenure and holding of the original leases was lost in the large amount of 
sub-divisions that subsequently ensued, and tke parties in occupation became really the 
tenants to the original lessor, and paid rent to him j and I do not believe that the plea of 
the old lease would, in a court of law, on an appeal from tlie rate, save tlie head landlord 
from being considered as the immediate lessor of such parties, when the exact position in 
which they stood towards him was sliown, and when it was proved that he took rent from 
them, and so treated them as individual tenants, and that by his acts he constituted a 
tenantry; and this is, I think, the real reason, in many instances, why appeals have not 
been made against the rates. The excuse urged last year, that it was not known that there 
was an appeal, cannot well be urged now. 



That there are many errors in the rate-books I make no doubt, and the sooner a revision 
takes place the better; but there is not, in my mind, grounds for the objections to so lar«e 
an extent of the immediate lessors to pay their rates. That an immediate lessor niay in a 
number of cases, be wrongly rated,! can suppose; but that they should be altogether wransiv 
rated, or to the extent of 600Z. or 700Z., as I see returned as due by one immediate lessor 
1 do not believe ; at all events, as they are rated, and did not appeal in proper time, I cannot 
but think that every sense of honour and justice should urge them to pay their rates 
especially when the state of the country, and the large amount of public and private funds’ 



that 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON THE OPERATION OF THE IRISH POOR LAW. 



119 



that has been expended to save the lives of their tenants, is considei'ed. A poor man that had 
not ajipealed in tlie proper way, and at the proper time, would be made to pay the rate he 
wasmted for at a Potty Sessions, where some of these very immediate lessors sit, and the 
knowledge of this fact in the country is productive of great discontent, and impedes the 
collection of the rates. 

I Ibrvvarcl herewith some Forms which Captain Fatren furnished me with, as lately issued 
to the Relieving Officers and Overseers at Castlebar; and I cannot conclude this Report 
without expressing tlie high sense I entertain of the co-operation and assistance 1 received 
during the inquiry from Captain Farren and Mr. Lynch, and also from the Vice-Guardians : 
the sole object of all these gentlemen appeared to be to let me see liow matters really stood, 
and to find out any abuses that existed, in order that proper remedies should be applied. 

I have, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) C. G. Otway. 



EVIDENCE referred to in the foregoing Report. 



ENCLOSURES. 

Copies of Instructions to Relieving Ofpicers, Overseers in chaise of Working 
Parlies, General Overseer, and Contractors for Supply of Provisions connected 
with the Employment and Rationing of Destitute Persons receiving out-door Relief. 



Instructions to Relieving Officers. 

The Relieving Officers, on having their application books revised by the Vice-Guardians, Relieving Officers, 
and the amount of the provUion sanctioned for the relief of each impotent pauper, will 
issue orders for such amount as is authorized, upon the Storekeeper or Contractor of the 
division, according to Form supplied in book, marked “ Impotent Poor,” (Form A.) Form A. 

When any able-bodied pauper whose name has been approved of makes application, he 
is to be furnished with an order on the Overseer in charge of the working party, according 
to Form marked “Able-bodied.” Form B. 

In cases of extreme urgency the Relieving Offi.cer may issue an order for temporary 
relief on the Storekeeper or Contractor, marking all such ordere “Special:” care is to be 
taken in issuing such orders, and in issuing all orders on the Storekeepers or Contractors, 
that the aniount is written in full, as well as in numbers. At the end of the week the books 
will be again revised, and the expenditure book examined, and any improvident and 
unanthorized distribution of food will be charged to ibe Relieving Officer. 

Any jierson who has been directed by tlie Vicc-Guai dians to be offered tlie Workhouse, is, 
on applicutiou to the Relieving Officer, to be furnished by him with a ticket of admission 
for himself and family ; the number of the family to be marked on the ticket. 

Any able-bodied pauper who has been twice reported to the Relieving Officer for being 
late at the work, is to receive a ticket of admission for liimself and family to the W’ork- 
liouse. 

By order, 

Patrick Flinn, Clerk of the Union. 



Instructions to Overseers in charge of Working Parlies. 

After the Vice-Guardians have revised the application books furnished by Relieving Overseers. 
Oflicers, each Overseer will be furnished by the Relieving Officer with a list containing the 
names and number in application book of each able-bodied pauper, who is to render a task 
of work in consideration of the relief afforded him. — (Form F.) Form F. 

This list will also contain tlie age of each able-bodied pauper, and the quantity of pro- 
vision he will be entitled to receive, and columns for “ class ” and “ task to be executed.” 

The two latter will be filled up by the General Overseer. 

The Overseer will be directed by the General Overseer to the station when it is intended 
that the working party which he is to take charge of shall he employed. The Relieving 
Officer will send each able-bodied person to such station, with an order directing the Over- Form B. 
seer to set him to work, and on completion of the task allotted to him to issue to him an 
order on the Storekeeper of such division for so much provision as he shall be entitled to Fom C. 
by order of the Vice-Guardians— such quantity to he asceruiioed by reference to the list 
fiirnisbed by the Relieving Officer. Tlie quaiUity and nature of the work will be pointed 
out by the General Overseer. _ _ _ 

In no case, except sickness, is the Overseer to issue an order for provision, unless the 
person employed has completed his work to liis satisfection, and performed the entire task 
allotted to him. Each order delivered to the Overseer is to be filed and laid before the 

(19, App.) f 4 
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Vice-Guardians at the end of the week, as an authority fov the amount of food ordered by 
him ; and in any case where it appeal's to the Vice-Guardiuns that the Overseer has i.ssned 
an order for an amount of provision, the task not bein>;; fully conipieted, the value will be 
deducted fi'om.sucb Overseer’s salary. 

The hours of- working will be from'£ight a.>l until five p.m., allowing one hour in 
the day for . meals, viz., from nine to half-past nine a. m., arid trom halt-past twelve to 
one P.M. ' . ■ , ■ 

Any labourer who comes late to the. work, dr quits it before the hour.s named, i.s to be 
reported to the Relieving Officer, and upon a se-.’ond oflencc of a like nature, he will 
leceive a provisional order for the admission of Jiiniself and his family to the Workhon.se. 

In the event of the sickness of a labourer, one of his family must produce a certificate 
from a medical practitioner or the clergyman of the palish, .stating the man is unable to 
attend at the w’ork from that cause; and should it be a laid case, the certificate should 
state the number of days the man will probably be prevented froni working; if it is not so 
stated, the certificate must be renewed daily, otherwise the provision- order will not be 
given by the Overseer, and in any case the certificate cannot hold good beyond the termi- 
nation of the week in which it is given. A certificate from the Relieving Officer, if the facts 
of the case have been ascertained by him, will also be sufficient to authorize the Overseer to 
issue the provision order ; tlie same rule with respect to renewal, &c., applies to the Relieviim- 
Officer’s certificate. In these instances, the provision order (Form C.), will he altered 
thus : — the words “ completed his task” will be struck out, and the words “ been certified 
sick” inserted. The sick certificate must be produced by the Overseer as a voucher to the 
provision order.' 

(Form B) shows the form in whicli the labour book is to'he kept. 

(Form E)— the form of weekly return to be handed into the Board of Guardians. 

By order, 

Patrick Flinn, Clerk of the Union. 



Instructions to Storekeepers or Contractors. 

Each Storekeeper will he supplied with a certain amount of provisions to be placed in the 
depot under his charge. Each Storekeeper or Contractor will receive from the Hdievim^ 
Officer weekly, immediately after the board-day, two lists, one to contain the names of the 
able-bodied paupers to receive rations daily upon production of the order from the Overseer 
in charge of the working party, and the other to contain the names of the other classes ti> 
receive a weekly allowance of provision. Each list will show the number in application, 
book and name, and the quantity of provision to be issued in each case. 

The Relieving Officer will issue orders upon the Storekeeper or Contractor for the amount 
of food to he issued to each person relieved under tlie first section of the Act, for a week’s 
allowance ; such orders are to be filed and produced, as well as the list received from flic 
Reheving Officer, as vouchers for the amount issued on oi-ders of the Relievim’- Officers to 
account for the items returned in the expenditure book to be kept bv him. “ ' 

The Storekeepers or Contractors are to receive and file separately all orders from the 
Overseers for provisions to be issued to the able-bodied, and to produce them, as well as the 
list received from the Relieving Officer, as vouchers for the amount entered in the cxnendi 
ture book. ‘ 

-The expenditure book and orders from lire Relieving Officers for the siippiv of persons 
reteved under the first seel, on of the Act, to be kept separatelj from the exp»ditu,e book 
and ordera front the Overseers for the supply of the able-bodied. At the end of the week 
boUi books and both sets of vouchers will be produced and balanced by the Clerk of the 
Union and suhmdted to the Gnatdians ; and any deficiency appearing in either, or any 
^ount dLstributed, and not substantiated by vouchers, will be deducted front the Salary of 
the Storekeepers or bills of the Contractors, as the case may be. ^ 

If any orders for food are issued by Reheving Officers marked “ Special,” such are to bo 
separately ananged and entered. ^ a e lo oe 

Form of Contractor’s bill annexed (Form I.). 

By order, 

Patrick Flimi, Clerk of the Union. 



Directions to General Overseers. 

TheGeu^l Overs^i-is to point out to the Overseer in charge ofUie station at which the 
working party are to be employed ; he is also to point out the nature of the work to be 
done, the manner m which it is to be performed, to classify the labourers, and state the task 
each is to execute, and to name the hours at which roll is to be called. He is to visit each 
^ purpose of ascertaining the total amount of work done and its 

value, and to certify the same to the Vice-Guardians on their day of meeting He is to niv 
particular attennon to the conduct of the persons employed, and^to report fny irreLmlarifv ^ 
abb hod° stone-breakmg by task-work wiU be the best mode of^eraploying the 

able-bodied— portion to be employed m quarrying, portion in breaking, and VrS in 

removing. 
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removing. It is calculated that each . labourer should quarry boxes of nine cubic 

feet daily. With regard to the breakers, they will be divided into three classes: Class 1 , the 
most able, wdl break two boxes of stone daily; Class 2 . the next in degree, one-and-a-half 
boxes ; and Class 3, the weakest, one box daily. 

In inclement weather, when work cannot be done, roll will be called at nine, twelve, one 
and four. • ’ 

_ The hours of working will be from eight A.M., until five p.m., . allowing one hour for meals ; 
VIZ., from mne to half-past nine, a.m., and from half-past twelve to one, p.m. 

- By order, 

Patrick Flinn, Clerk of the Union. 



(Form A.) 



Impotent Poor. 

Castlebar Union. 

No. Electoral Division. §1^ 

-day of 1848. 



Name_ 



No. in Applicant Book 

No. in family 

pounds o f 

To Initialed. 

Contractor. 



Impotent Poor. 

Castlebar Union. 

No. Electoral Division. 

day of_ -1848. 

Deliver to 

No. in Application Book___ 

pounds of 

Allowed by Vice-Guardians for his support, for week 

ending day of 1848. 

Relieving Officer. 

To 

Contractor. 



(Form B.) 



Able-bodied. 
Castlebar Union. 

No. Electoml Division. 

day of 1848. 

Name 

No. in Applicant Book 

No. of working party 

Initialed. 




Able-bodied Poor. 

Castlebar Union. 

No. Electoral Division. 

day of 1848. 

Set the Bearer 

No. in Application Book to work, and on completion of his 

task, give him an order for the rations allowed for his daily 
support by Vice-Guardians. 

Relieving Officer. 



In charge of working party. 



(Form C.) 



Able-bodied. 
Castlebar Union. 

No. Electoral Division. 

day of — 1848. 

Name. 

No. in Applicant Book 

No. of working party. 

Initialed. 



(19. App.) 




Able-bodied Poor. 

Castlebar Union. 

____Electoral Division. 

day of 1848. 

Give bearer for 

No. in Application Book__— he having completed his task, 

pounds of _ 

Overseers in charge of No. working party. 

To - — 

Contractor. 

Q (Form K.) 
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(Form K.) 



Castlebar Union. 

Electoral Divi<;ion. 

day of 1848. 

No. of working party 

No. of boxes of stone broken 

Amount of labour expended 

Signature. 



CX/O 

060 



Castlebar Union. 



—day of_ 



-Electoral Division. 
1848. 



I certify that I have measured the amount of work done by 
No. working party for week ending day of 



-1848, and that the coixect— 



returned below. 

Amount of money value of task done 

Amount of labour expended during the task- 
No. of boxes of stone broken 



General Overseer. 



(Form D.) 

Labour Book. — Castlebar Union. 



No. of Working Party Electoral Division. 

Week ending <^3-y of 1848. 



< 

'S.a 


Amciiint uf i'uod 
warranted if Task 
be executed. 


<3 

S 

1 

1 


Ag. 




I'S 




■3^ 


Q 

1 


No, of Days to be 
accounted for by 
Labourer. 


1 

S. |. 
D 0 . 

= “1 
Z K < 


Work Executed, 
Boxes of Stone 


X 

0 

1 i 

0 > 










_ 






1 


1 

•g 


1 


•I' 


1 





























.Signature of Overseer. 



(Form E.) 
Castlebar Union. 



-Electoral Division. 



Return for Week ended- 



_day of_ 



No. of 
Working 
Party. 


Place. 


j No. of Labourers ordered to work. 


No. 

of Days 

Task'™ 

done. 


Wet 

Days. 


No. of Days 
to bo 
accounted 

Labourer. 


0 


PS 


1 

0 


Total, 










1 1 











Dated at_ 
this 



—day of— 



Examined and found correct 
this day o£— 



—Signature of Overseer. 
General Overseer. 
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Return of Implements in Charo-e. 
-day of 1848. 







— 










































of 


Total - 
























of 


In hands - 

























1 certify the foregoing to be correct, and that the Implements returned in hands were 
counted by me and found in good condition, this' day of 



-Signature of Overseer. 



(Form F.) 

Castleb-ar Union, 

Electoral Division of 

Return of Able-bodied Persons to render a Task of Work. 

Working Party, No 

Dated at the of 1848. 



No. ia 
Aii|>licntioii 
Book. 


Quantity o{ 
Food 

autliorizcd if 
Task be 
Executed. 




Age. 


Clasi. 


Task tu bs 
Executed. 








i 

1 


1 





-Signature of Relieving Officer. 



(Form G.) 

Castlebar Union. 

Electoral Division of 

Return of Able-bodied Destitute Persons to receive daily Rations of Rye Bread, provided 
the daily Task of Work be performed by them. 

Week ending of 1848. 



No. iu 

Application Book. 


NAME. 


No. oflba. of 
Rye Bread allowed 













.Signature of Relieving Officer. 



(19. A.PP.) a 3 CFoioi H.) 
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(Form H.) 

CastiiEbab Union. 

Electoral Division of 

Return of Destitute Persons (not Able-bodied, or their Families) to receive Rations of 
Indian Meal. 

Week ending of 1848. 



No. in 

Application Book. 


NAMES. 


No. of lbs. 
of 

Indian Mca]. 













•Signature of Relieving Officer. 



(Form I.) 

Castlebar Union.— (Contractor’s Bill.) 



Tile Vice-Guardians, Dr. 



Electoral Division of- 



To 

For Rye Bread supplied during the -week ended - 
lbs. at ^per lb. 



per annexed Return. 



(Form I.) 

Castlebar Union. 



Electoral Division of 

RelumofQuantityof Rye Bread supplied by Contractor, duiing 

the Week ended 1848, upon Tickets signed by Overseers 

of Work, the said Tickets being hereto annexed. 



No. in Application 


Lbs. of Bread supplied on the following days : 




Report Book. 


Monday. 

Lbs. 


Tuesday. 

Lba 


Wedoesday. 

Lbs. 


Thursday. 

Lbs. 


Friday. 

Lbs. 


Saturday, . 
Lbs. 


Totai. 


















T«.i.l - - - 

















Signature. 

-day of ^1848. 



EVIDENCE. 
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EVIDENCE. 



(No. 14823/48.) 

ur- 17 - T 1 , , 13 March 1848. 

William Keaney, Esq., sworn.— I live m the Uaion of Castlebar, and Electoral Division 
ot Castlebar; i have pronerty both in the Electoral Division of Castlebar and Turlouvh • 
1 have good means of judging of the state of the people in these Electoral Divisions, and 
tlie extent ot destitution. It has not occurred to me to consider as to the amount of desti- 
^ition as compared with the population, at the present. T was a member of the Castlebar 
Kehef Committee last year, and Chairman of the Turlough Relief Committee ; I consider 
the amount of destitution much greater last year than this year ; portions of the kbourincr 
population who were unable last year, from the price of provisions, to procure food at 
the rate of wages given jn this part of the country can now support themselves and lamilies 
owing to the present prices, on their wages ; this of course only alludes to those in employ- 
xnent; i think that in the Union, that class is considerable, and tliat there is a good deal 
oi work going on for wages, especially in the Castlebar Electoral Division ; 1 know of 
hardly any proprietor who is not doing more or less under the Land Improvement Act • 
I cannot say what proportion of the population could be so employed under the Land 
Improvement Act; I could not at present name the parties who have applied for loans, 
and have undertaken works under that Act ; but, if I had time, I could make out a list of 
them ; I have taken a loan under it myself of 1,166 L ; lam at work since October last ; 
1 find very great difficulty at present to get men to work for task ; I mentioned the 
circumstance once to Mr. Fishbourne ; I asked to have a body of paupers sent to a certain 
locality, and that I would give so much per box for the breaking of the stone, when done ; 
but I did not apply to the Guardians to discharge a number of men that I might employ 
them ; I went into the Board on last Wednesday for the purpose, but the Guardian.^ were 
not there ; I give now for cutting minor drains from 3 if. to 4 rf. a statute perch ; I would say 
Sd.w&s the average; a good workman, even finding the hardest description of subsoil, 
ought to cut four perches jn the day ; I find it more difficult to get men to break stones 
by task than to cut drains; I give4rf. abox for collecting and breaking stones, for the 
description of stone in the townland I allude to, I think an able-bodied man could easily 
collect and break from two or three boxes a-day. What I wished and directed was, tlmt 
their women and children should assist to collect tlie stones off the land, and then the man 
or head of the family would make very high wages, as children could collect the stones as 
well as able-bodied men ; in very few instances did I find that they availed themselves of 
this ; at present I would take 40 stone-hreakers more than I have. 



In the Electoral Division I allude to an immense number of able-bodied men are geltino- 
relief under the Poor Law; I attribute this to their inclination to idleness, and to receive 
relief without adequate work ; I often go to my own works at 8 or 9 o’clock, and find the 
men not come to work ; this very day a man who had collected within the last three days 
(one being a bad day that he could not work on), about 16 boxes of stones, for which, 
unbroken, as they were small stones, and collected out of the sand of the river, he would 
have been entitled to id. per box, part of the price of which I paid liira this morning ; 
after I gave him tlie money, he said, “ Every man, sir, in the parish who gave up his laiid, 
except myself, is getting relief, and will you give me a certificate to get it also ; ” this man 
resided in l\irIou^ Electoral Division; what he wanted with me was, to get rations for liis 
family, and to work with me himself ; I know cases to be common, where the head of the 
family is at work and the family receiving rations ; I complained to the Relieving Officer 
as to such cases that came to my own knowledge; and when the men were at my own 
work, and their families receiving rations, and I had them struck off. I found in the 
printed relief list of persons receiving relief) the name of the head of the family, while, 
to my own knowledge, he was not an hour absent from his work. I believe that a great 
number of such cases occur ; I think this occurs from the corruption of the Relieving 
Officers and the Assistant Relieving Officers; I think that the good working of the Poor 
Law and the safety of the country depend on the able-bodied being kept stringently to 
the labour-test, and to their being occasionally offered the Workhouse test; I think the 
change now to giving the able-boiTied daily rations of rye bread will have a good effect ; I 
think the test lias been quite the contrary in this Union from stringent ; I know an 
instance of an able-bodied man and independent farmer, who was drawing rations for one 
son, aged 25 or 26, who was in America, and another son, an adult, over 21 , who was in 
England ; if these adults had been called on to work, it must have been discovered ; I 
had them struck off the relief list; I think the Gtiardians could not have prevented such 
evils ; I think the Relieving Officem were the persons to blame. To a certain extent, I 
believe the giving of out-door relief to the able-bodied, and the non-application of a 
stringent labour test has withdrawn the able-bodied, not only from seeking work under 
the works carried on under the Landed Improvement Act, but from the ordinary labour 
of the country; I have not known of any person not being able to get workmen for the 
cropping work of their farms; I should fear at present stopping all out-door relief to 
the able-bodied, but I consider that the lists require a thorough revision, and that a more 
stringent labour test should be applied, which would itself have the effect of revising the 
lists in a very short time. I received the circular and printed list of those getting relief, 
from the Guardians, and I have acted on the request stated in the circular as to the 
revision of the list ; I never made a complaint as to the list to the Guardians, but did to the 
Relieving Officers ; they acted on my infbrraatiou. On one occasion I sent to the Chairman 
of the Board of Guardians a paper containing a list of persons and my objections to their 
(19. App.) Q 3 being 
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being on the relief list, and I was informed he handed it to the Relieving Officer ; but I 
know that my suggestions were acted on by the Relieving Officer. I consider the amount 
of relief given in Castlebar Electoral Division much more than ample to meet the number 
of fit objects for relief, if only tlie proper objects were on the lists ; it is also more than 
ample in Turlough if the lists were ihoroughly revised ; I, at the same time, think tlterc are 
some really destitute and fit objects for relief who are not getting it in Castlebar; I 
have myself made at least six applications to get about five of such persons on the relief ; 
the Relieving Officer, on the last occasion, told me that he would have them put on imme- 
diately, but they were not put on from that to this ; I attribute this to the negligence and 
partiality of the Relieving Officer ; I did not complain to the Guardians as to this, but it is 
my intention to do so. The parties I allude to had not an inch of land, and were wholly 
destitute; one of them was a man with eight children, and five died of fever and destitu- 
tion ; I made four or five applications for this man, Lawrence Carney, of Castlebar, and I 
made two applications to get him into the Workhouse, through the Relieving Officer; I 
applied to no other person. Waters was the name of the Relieving Officer I applied to ; 
and 1 think I also applied to Mr. Foy. There are by no means as many abuses or anything 
like to be compared to the number there were last year. Without a new population was 
transplanted into the coun try, so extensive a system of relief could not be carried on without 
great abuses, but I think the abuses might be less if the Relieving Officers could be by any 
means compelled to do their duty ; I think the Relieving Officers had more to do than 
could have been done up to the present; no Relieving Officer on earth could visit tlie 
abode of each applicant, considering the pressure which I know existed, especially in 
Castlebar. I think the abuses have been greater in Castlebar Electoral Division than in 
other Electoral Divisions and especially in the town part of the Electoral Division. I know 
myself a man named Richard Feeny, a dealer in wooden ware, and having a house in 
Queen-street, a very comfortable man 1 will certainly say from my own knowledge, and I 
never was more surprised than to find his name on the list; 1 had him struck off; I had 
also several persons struck off whom I found working on the drainage of the Saleen Lake 
under the Board of Works ; there were sevetal tradesmen on the list to my knowiedo-e that 
would not have continued a week on the list if they had been made to work ; this was about 
a month ago ; 1 caonot say if such tradesmen are now on the list. One of the principal 
causes of abuse, 1 attribute to women representing themselves as widows, and giving their 
maiden names, and fictitious names, and to persons getting relief as infirm when they are 
not so. I think the able-bodied females should also be put to some labour test. I am aware 
that the Guardians labour under great difficulty in procuring persons of sufficient integrity 
to act as Relieving Officers and Overseers of Works. 



TJ- D .. T- X March 6, 1848. 

iienTy Brett, Bsq., sworn. — I am county surveyor for the county of Mayo for 12 years 
during which time 1 have had ample opportunities of becoming acquainted with the state of 
the people. Under the Labour Rate Act I had the sole charge of all the works in 
the county.^ I think the destitution in one-half the county, the western nart. is fullv 
as CTeat as it was kst year ; in the half of the county I allude to, I think it ‘as general as 
to the numbers affected, as last year. I am also quite certain that tlie distress of the 
present yetu- amongst the class alluded to, is as intense as it was last year: and that it ha«! 
come on them with less protection to meet it. The low price of provisions does not 
lessen the difficulty^ of their use; for the class I allude to have no means to purchase 
provisions at any pnee; although a considerable amount of money was spent amono-st the 
mwf tl^ provisions absorbed it all, Ld left tfem to 

m^t the difficiilties of tins year without any means. The resources from the feeding of 
p gs, sale of milk, <kc., so lai^e an item of the ways and means of the class I allude to Imve 
also disappeared, left them not only without means, but even the ordinary resources of 
acquiring means. The relief under the Temporary Relief Act merely enaSerthTcIaL 
quantity of turnips raised in the cLnty 1 should sav 
enabled the class I mean, to live during the interval between tlie expiration of tb^ 
general introduction of the extended P^oor Law Act 
urnips were sown in a most unusual degree through the county, and I think that thp 

LTant’v clasf^was maiSyowiL 0 

the quantities of turnips sown last year. The aid from employment was very smal? bSI.? 

PSPEHSS’SJS 

also better c™slaaced as to their lands and holdin'gB, froL halg L^er tm.s S on 
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more moderate terms than m the district I have mentioned ; and the more especially, that 
the system of commonage or rundale so prevalent in the western, is not so in the eastern 
half of the county. The barony of Enis, of the western portion of the county that 1 allud 
to, IS beyond all comparison the worst. The great mass of the people are there quit 
destitute, the population has greatly diminished, not much more than one-half what tliev 
were, and the state of that country is most fearful. 

The next worst portions as to the state of destitution of the people, are the parts of 
the barony of Burrishoole and Murrisk, extending along the coast, and including the 
Islands ; and then the northern portion of Tyrawley and Gallon is extremely bad. The 
dass I have mentioned have been almost solely dependent on the relief afforded by the 
Poor Law Extension Act since the 1 st January. I think the great bulk of the des- 
titution has been met by the Poor Law, but I hear numerous complaints from poor 
creatures as to their not being able to obtain relief under it. I have not been able 
personally to judge of the truth of their complaints, but the complaints are veiy general, 
and there are as manystmlling beggars as I have seen atany time for the last twelve months, 
going about the town and attending to seek relief at the places of worship; and many of 
these parties, I have heard, were receiving out-door relief. I have not any personal 
knowledge of parties receiving relief, that ought not, and did not require it; but I have 
heard of many flagrant cases of this kind, and from so many, and such quarters, that I 
cannot doubt it. On the printed list of persons receiving out-door relief that I saw, I saw 
the names of pensioners, and trades-people that I believed to be above want, and not 
proper objects for relief. The Guardians, I know, apply a labour-test to the able-bodied 
men receiving out-door relief; but, judging from what I have seen of the parties employed 
(seeing them in groups at work), and 'from my communications with Captain Farreii and 
the Guardians on the matter, I should say that the system adopted and the amount of 
supervision omployed, is not calculated effectually to check abuse; they are left solely 
under the superintendence of a set of Assistant Relieving Officers or Overseers, not of a class 
of sufficient inteUigence or integrity to warrant their having the uncontrolled care of such 
parties, or of seeing the work required properly executed ; judging from the small amount 
of work I have seen that the parties employed do, I should say they were very lax in 
enforcing any rule on the matter. Great difficulty was found under the Labour Rate 
Act to get parlies to work, and to establish a proper system of control, but in that 
case there was gieater difficulty from the nature of the works the people were employed 
on, and from the time of year; but there was a much more extensive superintendence — 
Overseers, Check Clerk, Assisting Engineer and Inspecting Officer, and myself. Stone break- 
ing, though it requires less control than the works I have alluded to, still requires more 
control than the supervision merely of the Assistant Relieving Officers, that I have alluded 
to as employed here. 

I think it decidedly necessary to have a labour-test for the able-bodied, it is the only 
effectual check that you can put on them ; but to be of any value as a test, it should be 
stringent, and there should be a proper supervision, which, in this Union or Westport 
Union,is not the case. Considering the population of this Union, and judging from my 
knowledge of the amount of destitution in it, I should say that the giving of out-door relief 
to 17,000, besides 700 or 800 in-door relief in the Workhouse, and the number of children 
fed by the British Association, would be much over the mark ; and that the numbera abso- 
lutely requiring relief from the public funds to support life ought not to be over 15,000 at 
the maximum, taking all modes of relief into account. 

The jjroportion of the population in the Westport Union requiring relief I should say 
was much greater than in Castlebar Union, although the amount of employment for the 
able-bodied there is gi-eater tlian in Castlebar ; works under the Land Improvement Act to 
a considerable extent being undertaken there, — while here the number employed from this 
resource is comparatively small. I fear that if relief to the able-bodied was altogether 
stopped, that many would starve ; but I think that by a careful scrutiny a per-centage of 
26 per cent, for a limited period might advantageously be taken off ; 1 mean especially of 
the single and younger able-bodied men, in order especially to set that amount of labour 
free for the spring and cropping work, which it is so essential to have attended- to. Tlie 
Vagrant Act is perfectly inoperative in the county of Mayo, and the beggars and vagrants 
are as numerous as ever, and even those who were in the Workhouse, and who were sent 
out on out-door relief, are importunate beggars, annoying the rate-payers. 

The state of the people here is different from what it is in other parts ; their apatliy and 
scheming have gone beyond all bounds, and even if Workhouse accommodation could be 
procured for all the able-bodied, it would not act as the test, and check as it does in other 
parts of the country. 

I think the Relieviug Officers here are not of a fit and proper class, that they make 
recommendations, and give relief from the recommendations and interest of others, and 
not from their own observations after due inquiry into the cases; and I should say that 
trusting any funds to the Relieving Officers is the great evil of the administi-ation relief 
here. My decided impression is, that the Relieving Officers do not make proper inquiry 
into the cases of the applicants for relief; but even for any salary I think it would be 
difficult to get a better class that would undertake the duties here, but certainly not for 
the salaries now given. I often thought that sucli inquiries might be made by the head 
constables of Police, or, at all events, that they should be employed to act as a check on 
and over the Relieving Officere. 'i liere are about thirteen or fourteen Police stations in 
Ihe Union, with a head-constable at each ; and if the head-constabies cannot be got so to 
(19. App.) Q 4 act, 
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act, it has become imperatively necessary that some Overseer or Supervisor of a better 
class should be got to control the Relieving Officers, and to check the amount of abuse 
which, I believe, now exists. 



13 March 1848. 

George Clendinvng, Esq., sworn. — I was, until lately, in conjunction witli my brother, 
Alexander Clendining, Agent to Lord Sligo’s estate, in this county ; I am at present Agent to 
Sir R. A. O’Donnell, and I have had very general means of enabling me to judge of the 
state of the population of the Westport Union. Tlie amount of destitution is very great 
and variable in each Electoral Division j it would be difficult to form aiiytliing like an 
accurate opinion as to the amount of destitution as compared to the population, and as 
compared to last year: it is much less; but I could not undertake to state in what 
proportion. The better class of the small farmers have escaped this year, and also 
the labourers employed about towns ; but the very small holders of land, and those who 
formerly depended on con-acre, are wholly destitute. There is a portion of the Union 
where destitution is excessive, and embraces more than half the population, viz., the Elec- 
toi-al Divisions of Bailycroy, Achill, Louisburgh, and Clare Island. I think I could almost in 
any Union in this county judge of the amount of destitution from the quality of the land. The 
Electoral Divisions I have alluded to comprise the worst land — unreclaimed moor, with a 
lar<re population on the sea-coast; the population having become excessive, owing to the 
facilities of living afforded bv the sea, and the non-proportionable cultivation of the land ; 
the people not devoting their time to any one pursuit, and as bad fishermen as they are 
bad farmers, consequently the population has increased beyond the means of production, 
either of the sea or land, from the manner these resources are made available by the 
population. I consider the amount of relief afforded under the Poor Law to be much 
more than sufficient to meet the destitution, if only proper objects received relief; which 
can only be attained by thorough revision of the lists by proper parties. I consider tlie 
abuses that exist chiefly causeiT by the fear and negligence or dishonesty of improper 
Relieving Officers. I consider that the number of able-bodied persons now receiving out- 
door relief in the Union of Westport will prove detrimental and prevent the usual 
cultivation of the land tliis spring, as the people consider the out-door relief more certain 
than their hold on the land. Some persons deceive and pretend to have given up their 
1 order to get relief, and so be better able to cultivate their land. I am of opinion 



land i 



that not one-tenfli of tlie persons getting out-door relief have really given up their land. 
The establishing of a proper labour-test for tlie able-bodied receiving relief, would act as 
a check ; but there is not a proper test for the purpose : tlie overseers are a class only 
removed a step from paupers themselves. It would be impossible to carry out such an 
extensive system of out-door relief with the means at the disposal of the administrators 
of the law without abuses. At the same time many of the abuses might be lessened by a 
better division of Unions into Electoral Divisions ; making it more the interest of the pro- 
prietors to look after their own properties, by employing a better class of Relieving Officers 
and Overseers ; the present abus^ anight, however, be greatly lessened. 

Though I think, on the whole, tliat the amount of relief given is much beyond the amount 
required, if properly administered to only the proper objects, I am at the same time aware 
of Djany instances of fit objects not getting relief; and I tliink the frequent publication of 
lists of the persons getting relief would be of great use in enabling all interested parties to 
point out and check abuses. The pei'sons resident in the town of Westport view with great 
alarm the prospect of future poor-rates, as I believe the rural portion of the rate-payers of the 
Electoral Division will not be able to pay 26 per cent, of their present rete, and the towns- 
peonle anticipate more frequent rates being laid on ; I know two or three instances at present 
of shopkeepers emigrating, alleging that as the reason, if all paid their rates, they wo^d not 
so much mind it. It is also a source of great complaint, that persons not really belonging 
the town llqck m from various divisions, and become chargeable on the town Electoral 
Division. I think m the present state of the country, the property of the Union without an 
absorbing tax, could not pay for more than the support of the Workhouse. 

1 should dread a sudden stoppage of the out-door order for relief to the able-bodied 
although I think great evil and abuse might be pi-evented by a proper revision of the lists 
of the able-bodied persons now getting relief; single able-bodied men from sixteen upwards 
I would not give out-door rebef to, because I think they could get employment. ^ 



ri T j T Westport, 10 March 1848. 

collectors for the Union of Westport'; I got 
lhn.Af of November 1847; I did not get the receipt bo^ks Tor 

Mmll iT S U ™ Collector of the County Cess for the barony of 

™ f" ‘1“ fof about 12 years ; my district 

Collector comprises the Electoral Divisions of Westport, louisbuih, Clare Island 
AiighagoMr. Kilmeena, Kilmaclasser, and Islandeady; the amount of rate I had to collect 
was 6,7801 and odd pounds ; 1 have collected about 2,300 1. up to the present; I have not 
rate-payers who now owe rates for land in their 
S u * ■’ ■ ®“™g SIX days notice on them in some oases, owing to their from tiitie to 

time promising to pay me ; I allude now to pei-sons who are rated as occupiers - the greater 
.Wmber of the persops rated as for la, id i„ I’hcir occupation have paid mraod t^oSal 

hUVQ 
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have not have promised to do bo ; there are a few instances of pereons rated as occupiers who 
will not be able to pay, and are as poor as any in the Workhouse; but such are very few 
indeed ; I have not served notices on all the occupiere who have not paid ; my men were 
prevented from doing so in the Islandeady Electoral Division and in the Louisburo-h 
Electoral Division, by a lame mob, chiefly composed of women and children ; I sent a second 
dme to have the notices^ in Islandeady served, vrith the same result ; it is in these Electoral 
Divisions that the principal part of the rate due by occupiers is unpaid. When my men 
I*®''® Pi'evented from serving the notices in these Electoral Divisions I stated the case to 
Mr. Morony, E.M., and he told me to have the men who went to serve the notices in on the 
next court day at Westport ; I had them there, and so told Mr. Moronv ; he told me that 
he had so many calls to attend to that he had no time to attend to take their informations ; 
(I brought the men to swear the informations then); but that he would lay the particu- 
lars before the Government, and require more help ; he did nothing for me since ; but he told 
me a short time ago (better than a month ago), tliat he would go with me with assistance 
after the assizes ; I did not since apply to him (Mr. Morony), on the matter ; I took care 
not to go or send there again, owing to the threats of the people ; one of my men was des- 
perately beaten there ; he did not take proceedings against them for the beating ; he thought 
he would bring them to quietness after a little, and I tiiought so too, and that the people 
would get sorry ; he knew some of tlie parties who beat him, and flung stones at him. In 
no case except one did I distrain on iny own warrant (Pat. Reilly, of Murrisk) ; I went to 
his land and took his horse ; the horse is still in pound ; on last Tuesday I seized the horse ; 
I give four days’ time after a seizure before I sell, as such is given under the Grand Jury 
Act ; that was the instruction I got from the barony constable ; I thought that was the law ; 
I did not know_ that I could sell in less time under my warrant as Rate Collector ; the 
amount I distrained Reilly for was 3 1. 7 s. G d.-, did not proceed to distrain on my warrant 
in other cases, because I found, on serving a six days’ notice, and getting a summons (or the 
parties, that they generally paid up ; I was generally paid after the issue of the summons 
before bringing the parties before the bench of magistrates ; a number of cases I did bring 
before the bench and got decrees ; the greater part paid up after the decree was pronounced* 
in a few cases I got decrees, and the parties did not pay up, but 1 have not yet executed these 
decrees ; it was only yesterday I got them perfected from the Clerk of the Petty Sessions, 
fhe amount of rate I have collected has been almost all paid by persons rated as occupiers; 
the amount paid by immediate lessors has been extremely small ; 1 do not now recollect the 
exact amount ; I presented a list to the Guardians of the immediate lessors who owe rates 
better than a month ago, as I recollect Lord Sligo has paid since I sent in the list, as 
immediate lessor, 333 1., and Lord Lucan 36 1 . ; that is all that was paid since I furnished the 
list; the lists I furuished to the Guardians were, to the best of my belief, correct; I have 
furriished a list to the greater part of the immediate lessors of the amount they were rated 
for in my books; some few I have not yet served with such a list, as I did not and do not 
know their address. I furnished Lord Sligo with a list and detail of the amount rated 
against him as immediate lessor some time in December last ; I luniished Lord Lucan with 
a list on the ] 1 th of December for the Westport and Kilmaclasser part of his property, and 
for the Clare Island Electoral Division portion of liis property about a month after ; 1 also 
served the hou.se of Lord Lucan with a 15 days’ notice to pay his rate; I did this because he 
did not pay his former rates; I did not serve Lord Sligo with a 15 days’ notice because he 
paid his former rates, and told me he was willing to pay everything the Guai'dians said he 
was liable for ; the list I furnished Lord Sligo with I found afterwards did not contain the 
whole amount for which he is rated as immediate lessor; I did not know that some town- 
lands were his until the last few days ; in the collecting book a name is not inserted in the 
column for immediate lessors rated for hereditamects at and under 4/., only the words 
immediate lessor and some of tlie townlanda ; I did not know who the immediate lessor or 
landlord was ; 1 never followed up the 13 days’ notice I served on Lord Lucan ; I thought 
it was the Guardians that should follow up the steps on the 1 5 duys’ notice, and therefore 
I did not proceed further ; I told the Guardians so, and they gave me no instructions ; oq 
last Wednesday week they told me I should get my own solicitor, and sue these gentlecpen 
who owed their rates ; some of the immediate lessore told me, on my applying to them for 
their rates, that they would not pay until they would see Lord Lucan pay first ; that it was 
too bad they should be asked to pay a second rate, whereas he was not compelled to pay 
the first ; if Lord Lucan was made to pay I would have no trouble with all the rest ; even 
the occupiers murmur and grumble why he, the Lord Lieutenant of the county, is not made 
to pay. If I was allowed to take part payments from the smaller class of occupiers’! would 
liave bad a much larger sum paid to me from that class ; on last Thursday and l^t Thursday 
fortnight numbers tendered me part payment, but could not make out the whole, and 
expressed a great willingness to pay all if they could ; I did not take part payment since 
the Guardians cautioned me not ; these observations chiefly refer to the Electoral Division 
of Westport, where the last rate amounted to 5^., and most of the former rate of 2 s, 6 d. 
being uncollected when the last was made, brought the amount to be collected, now, in 
most cases, to 7s. (id, in the pound. The amount of the fate in Kilmeena Electoral 
Division was 3 s. 1 J rf. in the pound ; some of the poorer class of persoqs rated as occupiers 
came also to ask me to take half of the rate from them ; the last rate in Loujsburgh Electoral 
Division, was 6 s. in the pound ; I have not latterly attempted to collect from parties not 
rated in the rate-books, and valued at and under 4 1., since I was cautioned not to do so by 
the Guardians; ! used to collect from these parties, and got the rates from them ; the 
jinnjodiate lessors used to tell me to do so; if the rale had been less in Westport and 

(19. App.) R Louisburgh 
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Louisburgh 1 would have had it all swept from the occupiers by this ; but it is so enonuously 
high, that they murmur more at it than at the rent. I get 2 £. 6 tf, in the pound for the 
collection. 



Westpoet Union. 

No. 14823/48. 10 March 1848. 

No. on out-door relief under section l^Relieving Officers’/ Total, 

„ „ 2j books notdone up. \2l, 202. 

No. ill Workhouse : — 



Men 288 

Women ------- 829 

Boys under 15 ------ 196 

Girls under 15 ------ 127 

Infants - -- -- -.48 

988 



The relief list not being made up, I cannot say how many chargeable to each Electoral 
Division. 

No. of children receiving rations in schools - - _ - 7,766 

Do. any of those who receive out-door relief . - > scarcely any. 

Or the other members of their families ----- scarcely any. 



Total Amount of Rate, and when Collecting Books were given out, showing the Amount of 
Rate in the Pound on each Electoral Division. 

The total amount of rate is 8,386 1. 10s. 6|i?. The collector’ books were given 17th 
November 1847. The rate in the pound on Westport Division is 6s., Louisbui^i 5s., and 
theother eight divisions of the Union at 3 s. IJrf., amounting to - £.7,335 14 8 
Arrears of former rate - -- -- -- - l,050 15 10 | 

Total rate and arrears - - - - - - £.8,386 in 6| 

Amount collected -------- - 3,089 1 11 



£.5,297 8 7g 





Immediate Leason. 


Oecopiere. 




Uncollected Rate — Mr. Louden, Col- 


£. $. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


lector ----- 


3,062 9 11 


1,433 6 Bk 




„ „ Sir R. A. O’Donnell 


550 - - 


251 13 -1 




Total uncollected - - £. 


3,612 9 11 


1,684 18 8§ 


5,297 8 7j 


Liabilities of the Union to 1 st March, exclusive of advar 




ment to Vice-Guardians 


- 


f. 


1,683 - 4 




1 Amount, 


Paid by V.-Gnardians. 


RemniDisg. 




£. s. d. 






Outstanding checks of late Board - 


1 1,258 3 3 


362 16 4 




Debts of late Board— no checks 


1,716 1 1 


570 16 6 


1,146 1 8 


Total liabilities to 1st March 1848 £. 


2,974 4 4 


- - - 


3,623 8 11 



Exclusive of 2,075 1. due Exchequer Loan Commissioners, and 440 Z. due to Poor Law 
Commissioners. 



Advances from Poor Law Commissioners to late Board 
Ditto - - ditto - - to Vice-Guardians 

Ditto from British Relief Association - _ - 



- £.440 - - 

260 - - 

- 3,010 - - 



John Egan, 

Clerk Westport Union. 



Westport, 
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George Hildehrmid, Esq.,&\yom.—l am at present agent to Lor/sh^*"^’/am*abo^a^^^ 
^li f f Mumsk. I have been Bailny Collector ffr 12 or 14 years ani 

I am all my life thoroughly acquainted with Lord Sligo’s estate ^ ’ 

did^ot Se whn “ ’■ S“y ‘1>= sn«w Mtent of desfilutioo 

« e distress l '>'« P-Polstion I think 

formers it is®W, .^^^ If t™"' j ™l>'ari»g tbe beto class of small 

s™ at the dl?t tafSrd H f"' “l““y “ ' •'>' »“ly *fference 

JS, tnat tlie destitution did not commence until a later period this year* the ioreasure nf 

Srurtamin"* “ °i'“‘ ““f ‘'™ y=“- commenced m October'^ last year), 

tile LasnrfofLsft^tf'?" exhausted. It was the turnips alone that pcevLted 

tne pressure ot destitution from not commencing as early as last year. 

1 do not consider tiiat thecom crop was an average one last year; the land was not 
properly cropjwd or tilled, the people did not commence to cultivate their land, or sow 
?;i ^ general impression being amongst the people last year that the 
Government would do it for them, which was not removed until a very late period. The 
compared to last, does not affect the circumstances of 
wi S fiV “d are also destitute this year. If meal 

was foi 6d a stone it would not affect that class, as they are devoid of any means to 
purchase at any pnce, and cannot obtain employment by which they could iirn wages • 
but It materially affects and assists the better class of small farmers tLt I first alluded to' 
and the low prices will prevent that class from becoming destitute tliis year. And that class 
comparative affluence only for tEethefis that they are subjected to 
lom the destitute class, or luther from idlers and schemers that go through the country : no 
property can be safely left out, and even what is housed and under lock and key.^is in 
many cases stolen. The better class of farmers that I allude to, paid their rents tolerably 
o'f ^ " out of two years, that is some, or I might say a great number 

I am doubtful as to expressing an opinion as to the number of destitute as compared to 
the whole population m the Union ; it is an embarrassing question, and great difficulty 
exists to prevent the rormation of an accurate opinion as to it; but I should think that 
there are more than one quarter of the population destitute, and requiring relief to support 
^ T?”®"' '^different districts; but when I mention a quarter, 1 am tpeaking generally 

of the Union. In some districts the proportion amounts to more than a half; from what 
I hear of Islandeady, AchiU and Bailycroy, it is in a very bad state ; also, Clare Island 
Innislurk Island. I think the west part of this parish (Ouglievel), and a part of 
Kilgevar, IS the worst part of tlie Sligo estate that I am particularly acquainted with. 
A generally speaking, the relief administered under the Poor Law Extension 

Act has amply met the amount of destitution, and the amount of the rations is sufficient 
for the support of the families receiving them. There have been cases, and I make no 
doubt there are some still, of abuse: persons getting relief that were not fit objects to 
r^eive it. When I nave discovered such on Lord Sligo’s estate, I took steps to liave 
the matter remedied, and to have them put off, and my representations have been inva- 
riably attended to by the Guardians. There might be a few isolated cases of persons 
who ai-e fit objects not getting relief; but I should say very few indeed. Up to the 
present I think the parties^ seeking and obtaining relief, have quietly, and willingly, and 
really given up the occupation of all their laud, reserving in some cases their cabin and 
quarter of a statute acre. But since the approach of the spring season, thwe seems to be 
a disposition to re-possess themselves of the land. I generally objected to their giving up 
their holdings on Lord Sligo’s estate, and reserving the cabin or quarter of a statute acre : 
in some cases I did allow the cabin and quarter of an acre to be retained; but wherever I 
possibly could effect the removal of the family off the holding altogether, I did so, and I 
generally succeeded. There is an impression amongst the people, that they are not to pay 
anything for the cabin and half of an acre. Those that left their holding altogether 
generally went araongst the villages to where their connexions were residing, and obtained 
shelter. I have in some cases given money to get possession of their houses ; as much 
as 2 1. in some cases, the lowest I gave was 10 s. On the whole, I consider that the relief 
has been administered as impartially in this Union as it could be under the very 
peculiar and difficult circumstances. I am greatly alarmed at the amount of relief given, 
but I do not see how it could well be less, considering the state of the country, and the 
great difficulty of confining the granting of relief only to proper objects, and in order to 
preserve the lives of the people. But I consider it utterly impossible that any rates could 
be raised from the Union to meet the expense of the amount of relief at present afforded ; 
the means are not in the country ; a few individuals may, and have paid, and will pay ; but, 
speaking as a whole, I am almost ^sured that even the present rate canuot be paid. I do 
not apply this to landlords, for they can be made to pay by taking their land, but the 
bulk of the landlords have not means to pay it, unless their land is taken and sold. 

1 have given the subject the most serious consideration, but I do not see how the funds 
are to be raised ; if I could at all see how the evil could be remedied, I would give all the 
time and means at my disposal to accomplish it ; but I cannot see it. The amount of the 
warrant returnable to this assizes for the barony of Murrisk, was 1,046 1. odd ; out of this, 

1 have collected 600/., and I advanced 400/. I think I could have collected this, and I 
doubt not but I will be able lo collect it. I have paid the whole amount — I paid it yesterday. 
The poor-rate is not only six times the amount of the county cess, but a more obnoxious tax ; 

(19. App.) r 2 the 
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the cess is not more than about Is. Id. in the pound. The poor-rate in this Electoral Division, 
is 7s. 6 d. in the pound. The making the rate so high as 7s. Qd. in the pound in tliis Elec- 
toral Division has had a most injurious effect ; if it had been 2s. 6d., I think it could have 
been collected, but 7s. 6d. I Uiiiik out of the question. The rate is Ss. lid. in all the 
Electoral Divisions but Westport. The immediate lessors, I allude particularly to Lord 
Sligo, think it a hardship, and illegal, to be called on to pay the rate tor persons valued at 
and under 4 l, who have leases made prior to the passing of the Act ; and this is the case 
in very many instances. I did not on the part of Loi'd Sli^o in such cases appeal against 
the rate ; I did not think it necessary. I know now better than I did, that there is an appeal 
given under the Act. I now feel more interested in it; I would wish now that the time 
had not elapsed for an appeal. It is absolutely necessary that a proper revision of the 
Union should be made, and the proper parties according to the law in future only rated ; 
I think the want of this impedes the collection of the rate in a great degree. I think the 
rate-books very loosely made out and inaccurate. Of the cases I alluded to as valued under 
4l. and rated a>rainst the landlord, though having leases, some of them are included in 
old joint leases” and some are not. In the rent of&ce, we however receive rent from theta 
individually, though the only parties recognized on tlie rental are those to whom the 
land was originally leased, or their heirs. If the rent is not paid where there is a joint 
lease, or where parties to whom the land was leased have subdivided it, as is always the 
we do not look to individuals, but drive the whole townland. I take any rent tliat 
is offered from individuals ; but if all I get does not amount to the whole rent, 1 drive the 
whole townland for the balance. 

I think the population has considerably decreased since the Census of 1841. I think 
one-tenth has certainly gone by deaths and emigration since that period. 

I tl)ink that the out-door support of the destitute in this Union can never be maintained 
by a local rate, the capabilities of the countrjr not being equal to it, and if persevered in, 
it will not only prevent the possibility of arriving at a better state of things, but paralyze 
the whole country, and reduce it to a worae state than it has ever been in. The employ- 
ment in the Union is veiy trifling; Lord Sligo, Lord Lucan and Sir R. O’Donnell, have 
the better class of the able-bodied tenantry employed under the Land Improvement Act. 
But what signifies this ? it is comparatively nothing compared to the numbers of able-bodied 
for whom there is not work ; there was about 1,600 employed by Lord Sligo under that 
Act. The first instalment is out, and we are waiting to have the works inspected to get 
another. I was thinking of stopping the works for some time now, otherwise they will 
not mind their spring work, or cultivate their land for a crop. I think tlie out-door relief 
to the really able-bodied will have the same effect; some farmers complained to me 
yesterday that they could not get men foi- a shilling a day, which is higher wages than 
the prices of provisions warrant; this must be caused by the out-door relief to the able- 
bodied. The Guardians do all they can to try and get work from them, but they do not 
succeed ; they do not work. There is really no such thing as a labour-test put to them ; 
it would be better to give them the food without asking work, than as it is, paying a staff 
that do not really obtain any work from them. 1 am thoroughly disgusted with it. I 
came on a stone-breaking depot about a fortnight since, at Achill Sound ; it was between 
nine and ten o’clock when I came up, and the men had not come to work. Wlieii I came 
back, at two o’clock they were at work, but such a pretence for work I never saw. I 
think it would be almost impossible to get a better class of Overseers or Relieving Officers, 
and I attribute to this difficulty, any abuses that exist in a great degree. 



^ ^ Castlebar, 11 March 1848. 

Sir li. A. (J Donnell, sworn. — 1 am at present one of the rate collectors for the Union of 
Westport, since, as I recollect, the 1st of November. I was not in a proper position to 
enter on the collection, for want of all the necessary books and papers to enable me to 
work, for about six weeks after. My collection district comprises the Electoral Divisions 
ofNewport,BalIycroy and Achill, 1,600/. and odd pounds was the amount I had to collect- 
out of this I have, I think, collected about 850/. ; this amount has been chiefly collected 
from immediate lessors, for tenements rated against them, valued at and under 4 /. ; between 
500/. and 600/. have been so collected from immediate lessors. All the immediate lessors 
that paid, paid the full amount according to the bill furnished, except myself, and I do not 
owe more than 100/. or perhaps 150/., to the best of my opinion. Some of 'the immediate 
lessors have not paid as yet, but the money is promised in a way that I have no doubt of 
its being paid the end of this month ; and what is due by them, excepting myself, does not 
amount to more than 100/., as I recollect, without my books. 

I have already paid about 400/. of my own rates, and I am making arrangements to pav 
the balance ; the Vice-Guardians owe me a considerable sum, beyond what I owe of rates 
for meal. I think out of the 1,600 /. I had to collect, about one-half, 800/., was to be paid 
by immediate lessors ; of this there is about 200 /. still due by immediate lessors, the balance 
to be collected from persons rated as occupiers, and I expect to get 200/. at least of this' 
Thei-e are but few of a better class of occupiers, about 20 (in my collection district! • 
every one of those have paid, except two. The rest of the amount which was collected 
was collected Irom the poorer class of the occupiers, of which the great bulk of the 
population are composed. The amount unpaid by occupiers 1 attribute, in a great decree 
to the want of means on their part; but I expect to be able to get about one-half of what 
now remains due by occupiers. 1 have not, that I am aware of, collected any rate from 

persons 
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E rsons valued at and under 4 1 . for whom their immediate lessors were rated. I have taken 
ral proceedings against persons who were rated as occupiers by summonses before magis- 
trates after six days’ notice; in many instances, the parties paid before the cases came on 
for adjudication, and in many cases the parties allowed it to run to a wairant. In cases 
where warrants were issued, I generally distrained as soon as possible on obtaining tiie 
warrant ; 1 think I did so in about 40 cases. Some warrants I have not taken out yet ; I 
only take them out as I can attend to them. I was able, without police, or soldiers, or 
difficulty, to effect a distress on the warrants I executed. I do not recollect being forced to 
a sale in any instance ; there may have been a ease of it, but the parties almost always paid 
on a seizure being made under the warrant. lu all cases that I took out the wairants I was 
able to effect a seizure. I took care of this. In one case 1 acted on my own warrant as 
ftate Collector, and distrained ; it was a case where I found stock, and where I wished to make 
an example ; I made the seizure in person. ' I calculated that there would be about 300 !. 
out of the 1,600 1 . that I could not collect ; and I believe this will be about the sum tliat 
will remain uncollectable. I think this will be uncollectable chiefly from the total inability 
of some of the parties to pay it. 

lam generally very well acquainted with the Union of Westport; I think the greatest 
amount of destitution in the Union exists in Ballycroy, Achill, Newport and Clare Island 
Electoral Divisions. I have not formed any oj)inion as to the extent of destitution as compared 
to last year. I think some of a class of persons got relief last year that were not entitled to 
it that do not get it this year, and do not look for it, being more anxious to hold the land. 
In the administration of relief this year under the extended Poor Law Act, I consider that 
a great many get out-door relief that hold more tlian. a quarter of an acre. I knew a family 
liolding land to get relief three times for the whole family, i.e., the father got it for the whole 
family, the mother got it for the whole family, and one of the children got it for the whole 
family. I have known instances where persons have been drawing the meal in two districts. 
I knew a publican in Newport, not by any means a fit object for relief, getting it. I believe 
many receive out-door relief, and the head of the family being at work and receiving wages 
that would support his family ; the wives pretending to be widows when the husband is really 
alive and at work. I at once brought those cases before tlie Vice-Guardians as they came 
under my notice, and had them rectified ; those abuses were caused by want of sufficiently 
extensive machinery, and the want of a proper class of Relieving Officers. I believe that a 
great number of such cases of abuse still exist ; we are finding them out every dajr. From 
the great area of the Relieving Officers’ districts, and from the amount of relief given, it is 
almost impossible to prevent abuses, especially when yon consider the proneness of the 
people to deceive in order to get relief, and the difficulty of detecting them ; and especially 
after so extensive and demoralising an amount of i-elief as was given last year. As far as 
the Vice-Guardians could, they have endeavoured to check abuse, and to have the quarter of 
an acre clause acted on. 

A few cases of persons requiring relief, and entitled to it and not getting it, have come 
under my notice in my district ; but I believe such cases to be comparatively few. When 
such cases came under my notice, I took care to get them put on the list. The extent of 
relief given in the Union of Westport, and even in the worst parts of it, I consider not 
only sufficient to meet the number of cases of real destitution, but much more than suffi- 
cient, if the cases getting relief were properly scrutinized, and all struck off" vviio ai'e not 
really destitute. 

Allowing for the difference in the amount of relief given this year and last year, I think 
thereisnotas large a propoitionable amount of abuse this year as them was last year— I 
mean as to persons getting relief that ought not to get it; although tlie abuses are very 
great this year, laat year tney were enormous. The class of men required to make proper 
Relievino- Officers are very difficult to be got, not to be got in my district. I am certain 
the Relieving Officers do not make proper inquiries into the cases of the applicants ; and I 
also am certain that there is great favouritism and neglect on their parts, which, witli 
such men as Relieving Officers, it would be quite impossible for the Guardians effectuajiy 



to check. , , , ,, 

The number of persons begging through the country is greater than I ever recollect, 
and very many of those parties I believe to be receiving out-door relief ; 1 have found 
such to be the case in many instances. To prevent the abuses attendant on the present 
system of oat-door relief I would have confined all relief to in-door relief, providing houses 
as required in different parts of the Union ; and I believe that the distress (if the course 
I mention had been adopted in time) could have been met by in-door relief. I think, now, 
after such extensive out-door relief having been so long in operation under the Poor Law, 
and relief to the able-bodied having been granted by on order, in-door relief could not be 
altoaether substituted for out-door relief; but the abuses could be considerably checked 
bv a greater amount of in-door relief being provided, even now, and many of the abmes 
that at present exist be prevented by it. I have known mstances of pareirts givmu up their 
land to their children in order to get ont-door relief, and people selling their cattle and all 
they had, and putting the money in their pocket, and then getting out-door relief. ^ I 
thiik Uie giving outdoor relief to the ahle-lodied operates most injuriously, by feeding 
labourers, Iho otherwise would and could gel work, I have taken a large loan under the 
Land Imjrovemenl Act, 12,000 1 „ and I cannot get sutticient labourers to cany on the work 
with spirit ; and this is in the poorest part of the Umon and where the greatest number of 
able-bodied persons ate getting out-door relief. I applied to the Vlce-Guardians for 100 
men and I got them, aud those men refused to work, unless I gave them, at days wages a 

(ig. App.) » 3 "’“““S 
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shilling a-rlay, althougli by fairly working by task, at the price I pay per ]rercli, they could 
earn a shilling a-day. Tliose men the Guardians refused to let back ou out-door relief) and 
they are falling into my work by degrees. 

There never was such a humbug as the work the Guardians attempt to get in return for 
the out-door relief they give to the able-bodied. I have known them to go to the place of 
work merely to have their names called, and ihen walk away 5 and I have known an over- 
seer to be absent from dep6ts under his charge for three weeks, and at tlie same time to 
return the men as having been at work. I have known men to have been retui’ned as at 
work at the depots when they were out dredging for oysters, and others working for tlie 
overseers themselves. I view with great alarm the amount of out-door relief given to the 
able-bodied during the spring and ci-oppiog season, ns likely, or rather certain, to prevent 
the proper cultivation of the land. I believe ail the clearly able-bodied in the district 
of Newport could get work from this forth, so as to enable them to cum a means of sub- 
sistence for themselves aiid families ; I only call those able-bodied that could, if they liked 
to work, give me a fair day’s work for a fair day’s wages. I would myself give employment 
the whole season to 600 men a-day if I could get them : I have as yet been only able to get 
440 a-day, an 1 when I ask them to work they tell me they can get support without me. I 
think it will be most injurious to the present and future state of the country if out-door relief 
is continued to such an extent to the able-bodied. 



Castlebar, 13 March 1848. 

William BaireK, sworn. — I distributed the meal for Mr. Charles Maley, who is a con- 
tractor to the Guardians for the supply of meal for out-door relief; I only distributed it 
in Adergoole Electoral Division; I distribute the meal at a store in Lahurdun; the 
Relieving Officer furnishes me with a list of the names of the persons who are to receive 
the meal, and the quantity each is to receive ; the Relieving Officer attends some times at 
the distribution. For the firat time he not only gave me the list I mentioned, but gave the 
persons who were to receive the meal tickets to receive it, and the persona applying handed 
the tickets to me, and I gave them the quantity of meal mentioned in the ticket ; after coni 
paring the tickets with my list, I kept the tickets ; I hold them still ; Mr. Maley did not 
require tlie tickets to send them to the Guardians with his accounts ; I always showed the 
Relieving Officer the list, but he did not compare the list with the tickets or his book ; I 
never saw_ him sign the list ; after the first time he only gave me a supplemental list, i. c. 
of the pai-ties to be added to the old list, and crossed out with red ink those that were to 
be struck off; he did not give the ticket except for the first week; I did not requiro 
tickets after the first, because I knew the parties; there was no confusion at the place of 
distribution, and I never discovered a person getting a wrong quantity ; I never knew but 
of one mistake, where u woman pretended that she had got only half a stone where she had 
got a stone. 



TD-.M- T Castlebar, 6 March 1848. 

sworn.— I am Barony Cess Ccdlector for the barony of Carra, and Col- 
lector of Poor Rates for the Union of Castlebar ; I have, I tliink, been Barony Constable 
for 12 or 14 years ; 1 have been Poor-Rate Collector since about the month of last October • 
the warrants in the coUectmg books are, I believe, dated the 25th of October: I almost 
immediately after tie receipt of file collecting books began to collect; I bdieve that 

of 2,500/ has been collected by me ; the lists I have had to make oit, and thi forma 
I have had to 61 for tile Vice-Gi.ardians and the Inspectors, have very much interfered 
of my duties and delayed the collection; I have had not more 
than three days m the week that I conld quietly and determinedly attend to the collection 
Son of ™ “ "s not from want of means in the country that the collec- 

ton of the rate IS not more advanced, bat chiefly from my not being able to attend to the 
collection, for the reasons I have slated ; the weather and the shortness of the days were 

also very mneh against the collection, and impeded what I might otherwise have Lne in 

hid I t, d ^ ? d“ P"‘® to ‘he access is ver? 

bad, I had acceded m conjunction with the advice of the resident Magistote, Mr. Moronv^ 
to defer taking steps to enforce the collection of the rate until the season advanced ■ the 
greater portion of ttie rate now dne is due by parties who are able to pay ■ the atnoum 
fias been paid, has not been chiefly paid by the classes who are well able to pay, eaoept in the 
town of Castlebar, where the most solvent occupiers have paid with very few^xceptions • in 
?f ra^ifested a much greater disinclination to pay mi the part 

of the best of the occumers than on the part of those who are comparatively poor A shu t 
time since, on sworn information, I think last Friday three weeks I lh,H annW . 

and did so, but that I would not eive a receint • 1 . take the tnoney, 

him that the moment I heard thft the ea'.tl?:ere on.e1n:?.tontdteSl<^^^ 

balance ; 
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rate due by liim as being occupier of the lands * lie 
..... rates and taxes ; If-- ’ 

. to the occupier, Mr, 

both parties, I had to proceed to drive the lands; Myles M'Donn'eU 



balance ; the rate demanded bv me v 

Myles M Donriell, and he tefeired me to the occupier, Mr. Edward Deane, sen., and after 
1 , I had to proceed to drive the lands : Mv 



s die person returned as owing the rate of the lands in the collecting book: but Mr Deane 
befL ZCSio of flj W f ‘'“i? M'Domtoll for some lime back 

Sp ■ Mr f ^ ! ’ -“"o Pf™”™ rate, and since the valoation was 

ta?s liable VS the T infomed that 

.,L’fw!ii ^ u ^ ® amount; I have not up to the present taken proceedings bv civil bill 
generally before magistrates at petty sessions ; I have generally proceeded to distram on 
niy cwn warrants, as I consider that the most advisable course; I have not taken proceed- 
ings to distrain all those who have property that I could distrain, nor anything lik^ all • I 
had not time to do so; several of the larger occupiers and gentry have promised to pay me 

S!p Lp 1. TT"’ d'';! ", ■! "Sbt to take steps to Lforce payment imS rfler 

die time had elapsed that they had promised to pay roe ; those that do not keep their pro- 
mise I will take immediate steps to enforce the rale from them by the most active stops; 
vvheii I ave demanded the rate from the class I have alluded to, and the comfortabto 
farmera they told me that they would have to saenhee their cattle by selling tliem at the 
time, not being in a marketable state; a great many of them have not means to pay until 
thp dispose of llieir cattle ; I have every reason to believe tliat I will be able target the 
rate tioiii all the parlies who have the means to pay in a short time, when the fair! com- 
mence, and when the cattle are in a marketable state; I know that there are many who 
could pay their rate out of savings of money and other produce who have not paid, and I 
mean to proceed against them by summons; I think the class in the Union valued above 
4L, wiio are not able to pay from absolute want of means, are comparatively few die 
immeciiate lessors rated for occupiers at and under 4/. have not paid ; as well as I recollect 
the greater portion of the rate now to be collected is due by immediate lessors ; I furnished 
die accounts of the rate rated against the immediate lessors, to the best of my recollection 
to all the immediate lessors ; tliere may be some that I could not 6nd the address of; I fur- 
nished a list to the Guardiajis of the immediate lessors who have not paid their rates ; on 
last baturday week none of them in the list have since paid ; die immediate lessors appear 
to think that there is no law to compel them to pay for the occupiers of land leased, though 
die lessees are not in existence, and though all the present occupiere pay their rent ; leaving 
out of wnsideration the rate rated against immediate lessors for parties whom it is stated 
hold under lease, all die immediate lessors have not paid tlieii- rates for parties who are 
valued at and under 4l, and are rated against them; I repeatedly told the immediate 
lessoi-s who refused to pay, that I had nothing to say as to whether they were legally, or the 
reverae, rated ; that I was bound to collect and diey to pay what was rated against them in 
the ra^-book, unless they aimealed and had the rate altered or ciuashed. In Lord Lucan’s 
case, Sir R. Palmer’s, Lord Kilmaine’s, and many others, I applied to them for payment of 
their rates, and fiiraislied accounts at a time when they might have appealed, if they felt 
disposed to dispute the payment ; they did not aiipeal, and did not pay the rates for which 
they were rated as immediate lessors. Sir R. Palmer’s under agent came to my office the 
otlier day and stated, that as Sir R. Palmer, or his agent, had not appealed in time, that he 
woMd pay tlie balance of my account, with tlie exception of the rate rated against Sir 
R. Palmer, as immediate lessor, on two or three townlands ; the three immediate lessors 
who are rated highest are Lord Lucan, Sir R. Palmer, and Lord Kihnaine, and those parties 
are now in the hands of the Solicitor of the Boai-d of Guardians; the Earl of Arran paid 
me his rales as immediate lessor without any dispute; the barony cess returnable to the 
next assizes is about 3.000L; from the barony of Caira, up to the present, I have not 
more than 1,300/. collected; this is in a great degree owing to the destitution of the 
people; the class of persons I have to collect the county cess from are more destitute 
than tlie class 1 have to collect the poor-rate from, eveiy occupier being liable to pay 
county cess; whereas those valued at and under 4l., are exempted under°the Poor Law 
from rates, except those who have leases, and tliat class is, of course, in almost all cases 
the most destitute ; I find a gTeater reluctance amongst those parties who are liable to 
pay both county cess and poor-rate to pay the poor-rate tlian the county cess; they prefer 
paying the cess to paying rent or any other tax,— I mean that they are better disposed 
to pay the county cess than any other charge ; the state of sickness and distress amongst 
the small occupiers is such as to render it impossible for me to take forcible measures 
to collect the cess ; in the performance of my duties as Barony Collector, I have become 
acquainted with the state of destitution in the Barony to a great extent, perhaps greater 
than almost any other person; I have found many of tlie parties owing cess receiving out- 
door relief, and in some cases selling the meal to pay the cess ; 1 have found parties 
receiving out-door relief who were not fit objects to receive it, and in comparatively com- 
fortable circumstances, as well as parties not receiving it who were clearly destitute, and 
fit objects to receive it ; I am sure that the number of persons receiving out-door relief 
who are not fit objects to receive it is considerable, and 1 am also sure that many persons 
who are fit objects do not receive it; I know this from own personal knowledge ; I attri- 
bute this to the class of persons that are employed as Relieving Officers with their general 
connexions and friends amongst the people to inquire as to fit objects and to distribute 
reliefj and to the proneness of the most comfortable as well as the poorest to deceive, and 
to try by eve^ means to get a share of any pubHc relief that is going ; any feeling of shame 
00 the part of persons receiving relief who do not require it is altogether extinct, and they 
(11). App.) R 4 strive 
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sti'ive by every means to get it, and say, “ My neighbonr has it, and I may as well get it 
myself;” I cannot take upon myself to say how all this could be obviated ; you might get a 
more respectable class of Believing Officers as to station, but perhaps not honester ; if 
stiaagere were introduced, they would be led astray altogether from want of knowledge 
of the people ; I think if the able-bodied men who are receiving out-door relief were kept 
properly to work under a strict system, it would prevent much abuse; they would not 
be so anxious to look for out-door relief; I am sure they are not now kept sti'ictly to 
work; the breakage of stones would be of great use for the purpose of drainage as well as 
for tile roads. 



6 March 1848. 

John Dwyer, sworn. — I live in the town of Castlebar. I am a merchant in the town of 
Castlebar, and I attend to the business myself. I have considerable opportunities to enable 
me to judge of the state of the people, and also to the mode of the administration of the 
relief under the Poor Law in the town, from my having a shop immediately opposite tlie 
Contractor’s for the issue of tlie meal. I have had considei'able opportunity of judging of 
the mode in which the relief is administered, and from the appeals of the people to me, a 
very great number of the lower class, that appear to be in very great destitution, come to 
make their complaint known to me. I know very many of them from my own knowledo"e 
to be in great distress ; they come to me mostly to complain that they do not get relief, 
while persons much better off than themselves do get relief ; generally speaking, that is 
their complaint. Although I know that imposition prevails to a great extent, yet I have, 
frorn inquiries I made into such cases, generally proved them to be correct; and that 
destitute persons in an extreme state of destitution have been left without relief. I am 
aware from my own knowledge of persons in comfortable circumstances, and who are not 
fit omects for relief, obtaining relief. When I have made representation to the Vice- 
Guardians as to persons in extreme' distress not getting relief, those representations have 
been g^erally, I may say always, attended to. I cannot say that I have made complaints 
to the Guardians as to persons getting relief that ought not, more than came under your 
own observation on last Saturday. I do not attribute to the Board of Vice-Guardians the 
slightest intention to refrain from giving efficient relief to the really destitute ; I know and 
believe the reverse. _ I could not_ state my opinion on this point in too strong language. I 
attribute the abuses m existence in a great measure to the Relieving Officers not being pro- 
perly quabfied for the office they hold, and to thoir havintr =o 



Relieving uic v^ascienar Jiieetorai jjivision ; i consider that if his dut 

properly performed, and proper inquiry made by him as to the applicants, that no one man 
could perform the duties. I believe it is the duty of the Relieving Officer to make inquiry 
f ^sidence as to their state; and I know, without fear of contradiction, 
iSSl or ^ ° instances. I believe there has been 

™ such as would enable the 

S aL UhinWb.t -r T-"" PPP"*); “ ‘k<! of the applicant’s own 

“ ‘he same manner that the case of Pat. Kilcovnc’s 
M V '^0™ investigated into in the same man- 

ner, that they would be found equally correct; and that very many Poor creatures wrti.M 

relilr “-‘^yeceivingitwho were^otlt^o^ecrforSS 

t;tndt7riZfrm ^ ftSly. to 

mgsmmi 

who with their famines, includin«r nfy own household ^ number of persons, 

my workmen I have kept that f cSd ^ of 

, The samples CommZsSiat In^n’m': g T?‘y 



« Jthinh if‘^Commissio.,4^;^rrSS^JrSrC^er“^^ 

that 
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then- tenants for their holdings. I think it an exceedinAard'ca^ UiartErO™^? ^ u 
w.th th. Treasurer, und get tire allowance of 2 "o7 ir he ™ur^d or “ en i°f fV,h,“wF 



r 1 . T> -j T ... Westport, 10 March 1848 

Johu Reid, sworn.— I am manning clerk to Messrs. Pinkerton and Thompson, who are 
Contra^ors for the supply of Indian meal for the use of the Workhouse, and for the mS 



for out-door relief in the Electoral Divisions of Westport, Islaiideady and Audia^. 
the corilract was for two rrjorrths ; I do not recollect the exact date when ilwaltalen- I 
think It was taken about five weeks ago ; the price per ton was 9 L ; for this we were’ to 
distribute what was required for out-door relief at W^estport, in quantities varvinrr fi-orn 
7 lbs. to 56 lbs. ; the Messrs. Thompson sent in a tender, which was accepted by^thf Vice- 
Guardians, but I do not know of any subsequent bond or contract being entered into • we 
pt an order, directed to Messrs. Pinkerton and Thompson, from time to time, for so many 
tons of meal, from the Vice-Guardians for each Electoral Division; once a-week we eet the 
order for each Electoral Division, but some weeks we get no order at all for out-door 
relief; the Relieving Officer attends at our store, and calls out the name of each nerson 
that IS p get m^l, and the quantity they are to get, on the distribution days; sometimes 
the Rehevmg Officer does not attend, but an assistant for him attends ; the person called 
by the iteiieving Officer or his asssistant then hands in a hag, and the quantity of meal 
stated by the Relieving Officer or his assistant that fie or slie is entitled to get is put in 
their baff ; we then enter down on a paper the weight of meal put into each bag • fiee list 
appended, marked (A.)]— we put no name; when lire Relieving OSEcer lias called ovii’ his booh 
we tot up the weight given tliem from our list; suppose he does not call out persons suffi- 
cient to get all the meal that was ordered, we only furnish our bill to the Vice-Guardians 
for what was really distributed, but this seldom occurs ; in a case where a few stones more 
are called for by the Relieving Officer than we received an order from the Guardians for 
the Relieving Officer gets that amount added to the order for the next week for us- we 
send no vouchers to the Guardians, we merely send in the bill of the amount of meal which 
the Guardians ordered, or that we distributed; the only check on us as to whether we 
dis(ributed the amount of meal ordered by the Guai-dians is the Relieving Officer standing 
by ; lie compares his book with our list of weights ; fie does not compare every amount 
of weight put down in onr list with his book, but he sees whether the total amount of our 
list of weights corresponds with the total amount of meal to be given by his book • he does 
not then sign our list or we his book; the list of weights is not sent in to the Guardians 
when we send in our bills ; our bills go in weekly, and we were promised to be p-uid weekly • 
but the Guardians have not the means to pay us regularly weekly; we ^ive out the 
meal once a-week to each of the Electoral Divisions I nave mentioned; some weeks the 
Guardians do not order meal from us, hut order it from Ballinrobe, from the Commissariat 
stores ; I think, to the best of my belief, that some cases occur where parties called by the 
Relieving Officer do not answer to their names correctly, and where persons who are not 
entitled to the meal, put in bags for it and get it; but this occurred very seldom - Itliink 
if Messrs. Pinkerton and Thompson put the name as well as the amount given to the list 
of weights, and then sent it-in to the Vice-Guardians with their bill, that it would be a 
good change; I think if tickets were given in by each person called by the Relieving 
Officer, and kept by the party who gives out the meal on them, and then sent to the 
Guardians with Messrs. Pinkerton and Thompson’s bill, to be compared, with the Relieving 
Officer’s book, that it would tend greatly to prevent any danger of fraud in persons o-ettino- 
meal who were not entitled to it ; there are two Electoral Divisions that get a distrfbution 
of the meal on one day (Aughagower and Islandeady), whicli is more than can be carefully 
attended to; I think there ought to be a day for the disti-ibution of meal to each Electoral 
Division ; Messrs. Pinkerton and Thompson, to the best of my belief, get the same for the 
meal they supply to the Workhouse, viz. 9l. a ton, as they do for the meal distributed for 
out-door relief^ which is not much better, as tliey have to cart it to the Workhouse ; I think 
we supply the Guardians with fourteen or eighteen tons a-week, between the Workhouse and 
out-door relief. 



(19. App.) 
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T 1 . /~t T • ■ Ty r March 1848. 

Jottn C.Xorame,^!} sworn.— I am at present Acting Secretaiy to the Grand Jury and 
I reside neat Caal ebar ; I have lived ah my life in this county ; my pursuits have brought me 
into contact yith the people, so tliat I can to some extent form an opinion as to their state ■ 

I amcoirneoted with the Irish Re-productive loan Fund, and Manager of the Local Associa- 
tion of It at Casttebar ; the object of the Association was to grant loans on moderate terms to 
tradesmen and small farmers; the issue of loans has ceased for the last year, and the 
operations of the Association are now confined to the receiving of outstanding debts ■ the 
™ *!?' *‘“PP“8<i °f & re-pavments of (on I’oms 

gran ed) the metalments; thisl attribute, 1 st., to tfe high price of provisions last year 
the boreowers being obliged to expend in providing for thi necessiies of life a ltheh 
available resouroes, and hay.iig then no means to repay the instalmlts ; in speak ng of 
tha clasps not now getting ont-door relief, I consider that a portion of the irodnfe of to 
farms has gone to meet the demands for tent and taxes, md they are n?w living on the 
residue of the provisions that they were not obliged to dispose of j and 1 do not consider 
that they would be safe parties to entrust loans of money to ; I speak of those whom f 
Sev ^ ; I Relieve the clLs that I allude to as 

rprf mp? ^ ^ have given loans to, to be considerably 

reduced and that some of them now stand in need of reli§-to enable them to sunnort hfZ 
the small class of occupiers, those holding; only a few acres of land norn fiio* +i • ’ 
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numerous class in this Union ; to the increase of this cla« tr ..uv ■ ■ r 

land I attribate daddedly .be ,™t stale of' thiogras t M ™:r.he 

po ato; a considerable part of the class I allude to had some turaips and p?oduL an to 
within tlje last two months,- since that 1 presume they have been relieved un'd^rtr^ow 
Law ; I have no knowlcdp as to how far the relief afforded under the new Poor Law has 
been commensurate to tie wants of the destitute, or the reverse - a“l know is hat^ 
considerable c ass m this Union if they did not get relief could not exist have no 
personal knowledge as to parties getting relief that do not require it ; I have heard that 
there aie but 1 have had no opportunities of invesffgating the truth of such reports - 
Inevei attempted it,- from my experience ns acting on the finance committee las/vear’ 
“f preventing the abuse of classes applying for it 

tiMt ilm'ost"® ' vTr “y the Snmee eomunttoe was, 

that almost every person applied for relief . as an iiistaiioe, I knew a man worth 100 I 

?0 Mo'nei-'s' ' i;“‘ offi 1 =!>ould consider, however, tha? if 

20,000 pe sons were to receive relief now that it tvould be a greater number than on»ht to 
teceive relief, eonsiteing the slate of the people, and the slate as compared with last’yL 
and as compaied with the population, which I believe has been considei-ably reduced bv 
emigration and death; the caiculation that Ihave made in my own mind as to the redaetiS 
of the population by those causes is, that it has becu reduced one-eiehth ■ the low micp of 
provisions has operated to a gi-eat extent in reducing the extent of destitution, as compared 
with last year, especial y in respect to trades]iec.ple and townspeople ^ the works here inder 
«ie Drainage and Landed Imjirovenient Act have provided some labour near this town • I 
know of no other part of the Union, except the one I allude to on Lord Lucan’s estate where 
this IS the case ; leaving the works 1 have mentioned out of the question, I know of notliine 
else that has increased or given a stimulus to the demand for labour; if the able-bodied 
persons who now get relief were to be given money, I think there would be areat danaer of 
thcirneglecting tocutivatetbeland, or seeking for work; but if they only get rations in 
cooked food, I think there would not be this danger, and that they would <vo and seek for 
work when the spring work commences ; I am agent to a property containing eio-ht villao-es 
wiUi a population of about 1,0U0 ; I have only heard of four or five families gi^^ng up their 
land m order to get relief, though 1 know some of them must be in distress. ^ ^ 



Api/my Irancis F^-mch, sworn.— I am a Eelieving Officer in tlie Union of Castlebar for 
the Llcctoral Division of Ballyhean ; I had Ballyheau and Ballintubber Electoral Divisions 
until about a month ago. It is about seventeen months since I was first appointed a Relievino- 
Officer; Monday was the day of the week fixed for receiving applications, but one day was 
not enough at tlie first when the great pressure was; and when I had the two Electoral 
Divisions I had to visit them almost every day; I found one day sufficient for takiuo- 
applications, with putting a few down now and then; since I lost Ballintubber Electoral 
Division I made inquiries in reference to the case of each applicant; I was not able to 
visit the residences of the applicants, that would have been impossible ; I visited a few • the 
inquiries I chiefly made were, as to whether they had land, and as to tlieir means. I made 
the inquiries from persons belonging to the neighbourhood of the applicant whom I thought 
I could depend upon ; there must have been some imposition, but I am only surprised that 
there was so little considering tlie pressure and the extent of the two Electoral Divisions. 
The person who succeeded me in Ballintubber Electoral Division has been able to find very- 
few to cancel of those I put on relief. I looked over the book; my chief difficulty was to 
find out who had and who had not more than a quarter of an acre of land. The applicants 
used generally to bring a certificate or letter of recommendation from their landlord or 
agent, as to their having land or not; in cases where neither a certificate nor recommenda- 
tion was brought to me as to the party applying not holding land, I used to make inquiries 
myself, and if I found that they had no land or means, I used to put them on the book 
without reference as to whetlier they had or had not a certificate. Persons that I knew 
had land, and not fit objects for relief, I refused to take their applications down • in cases 
where 1 found that parties had tendered to the landlord all tneir holding except their 
cabin and quarter of an acre, and where the landlord refused to take the land thus offered 
to be given up, without the whole holding, house and all was given up, and that they would 
not cease to occupy without they tendered all, I considered such applicants as occupying 
the holding, and did not take down tlieir applications. Many cases of this kind occurred° 
I recollect a man named Gibbons wisliing to keep the cabin and ejuarter of an acre in spite 
of his landlord, who i-efused to take any without he got all the holding. I considered that 
man not a fit applicant, and did not take down his application, because I considered him 
holding all, when he did not tender tlie surrender to the landlord of all. I was clearly 
instructed by the Guardians merely to consider the question as to whether the applicants 
occupied quarter of an acre or not, without reference to a certificate from landlord or any 
other person. In a case where a tenant would tender the aurreiider of the whole of his holding 
to the landlord, and that the landloi'd refused to take it, I would take that man’s applica- 
tion down, after making myself sure tliat he, the tenant, had done so, and lay it before the 
Guardians. In some cases of persons having certificates from landlords or agents, that they 
had surrendered their land, I made subsequent inquiries myself as to whether such was the 
case or not; and in some cases, after making inquiries, and finding all was not right, and 
tliat the party really occupied the land, I refused to take down tlie application, hi some 
cases I depended on the certificate where I believed them to be right, but not in all cases. 
(19. App.) S 2 I remember 
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I remember one mkldletnan in particular, whose certificates to his tenants of having given 
up their land 1 doubted ; I suspected collusion between the middleman and the tenant as 
to the giving up the land in order to get his tenants relief; and on making inquiries, 1 found 
some of them did occupy the land, and I consequently refused to take down their applica- 
tions in my book. In Ballyhean Electoral Division out-door relief was authorized to about 
1,000 or 1,100 ; by far the greater majority of the persons authorized to get relief in Baily- 
hean Electoral Division and Ballintubber, when it was part of my district, were parties 
entitled to relief under the Commissioners’ order. The parties getting relief under the 
orders were obliged to perform a task of work for their allowance, viz., to break two boxes 
of stones per day. A great many were not able to break two boxes. I don’t think there 
was any person put off the relief for not doing a sufficient quantity of work, but u great 
number was put off the relief for not going to the work at all. The Overseer was told to 
class the workers, and to require two boxes from some, a box and a half from some, and a 
box from 'others ; but I cannot say whether these instructions were attended to ; I rather 
think they were not j it was not my business to see as to whether the work was performed 
or not, or the instructions attended to ; all I had to do was to see that these parties can- 
celled by the Board of Guardians on the report of the Overseer were put off tlie list. I 
cannot say how many were cancelled ; in cases where I found persons cancelled for not 
coming to the work, and that these persons had been cancelled by mistake, being prevented 
by sickness from going to the work, I again put suclr persons on the list, and gave them 
relief. I did not in alt cases report my so doing to the Guardians. In eases of parties 
who were cancelled for not coming to work, and who, after being cenceiled, returned to 
the work, and continued at the work until the next week, I was authorized again to put 
them on the list, and to give them relief. In one Electoral Division, Ballintubber, when it 
was in my district, an Ovei-seer was dismissed for not liking to say but that all the men 
were at work, and not having a sufiicient complement, of work to show for all the men he 
had ; it was detected by Captain Farren, from the ordinary weekly examination of the 
labour books ; and I have seen the Board of Guardians summarily dismiss other Overseers 
for the same faults. I am not present at the entire of the distribution of the meal each 
week myself. Mr. Thomas Burke, of Ballyhean, has contracted, and he distributes it. 
lam always there part of the day of the distribution; I can’t say how long each day, 
particularly ; it is not a pleasant place to be ; the dust does not agree with me, but I feel 
myself responsible for the proper distribution of the meal; but I had every reliance on 
Mr. Burke. I furnish the distributor with a list, with the name.s and quantity each person 
is to get, and a number on it corresponding to the number in my application book. I 
do not give the parties who are to receive the meal, and whose names arc put down on 
the list, any ticket; they merely come to the distributor, and answer to their names, and 
he t^n gives them the quantity allowed on the list. The first contractor I had was 
f"!} n Castlebar; he distributed in Castlebar for both the Electoral Divksions 

of Ballyhean and Ballmtubber (this continued only one week). 1 sent him a list of ail 
that was to get the relief and their numbers, and also gave each person a ticket to get 
their proper share, and to hand to Mr. Dwyer, and this was the order of the Guardians- 
but I do not give tickets now (or since that); I think not giving tickets a better wav’ 
for me ; I would not have given so many tickets, and I had no doubt but that Mr. Burke 
would distribute the meal right, and that he knew all the people as well as myself— 
B gave me no oi-ders or directions not to give tickets in 

Hr. Burke s case ; I did so on my own responsibility. If I was to be shot I could not do 
P'‘®®suie was loo grei^; and if I thought I would have had so much to face, I would 
not toi the salaries of all the Relieving Officers put together have undertaken it. After the 
distribution is oyer, I tot up and examine the list I furnish to Mr. Burke, the distributor 
and then give him a certificate of ail that he gave out. The people would come to complain 
to me if they did not get their full allowance from the contractor, if they missed a poLd • 
my house is a very short distance from the place of distribution. Mr. Burke knows the 
parties so well that there ys no danger of personation.* Both Mr. Burke and hi.s son attend 
at the distnbution ; and his son was issue clerk under the Relief Committee last year In 
Inm! relief, but not much ; during the time of the snow I gave 

^ persons entitled to relief in Ballyhean are getting it ; only a few come 
to “e now to make application. There is not, or has not been, confusion at the nlace nf 
eagerness. I was not present at tlie distribution of the meal when 
Mr. Uwyer distributed It, as I have stated, in Castlebar; I then gave the persons 1^16^ 
fZ tickets, as I have stated. My relief list is made to lust week but in some 
weekly tots are not yet brought into the weekly expenditure 

hStotif. f ^°°ks at a gentleman’s house on a wet night, last Monday, asT dTd nS 
to SfT night; the gentleman left home, and I was not able 

yesterday. I think there are a number of persons in Ballvhein 
som^hnld^ '^u to it up in order to save their lives by gettinir relief- 

some holding land are half starred, and I know persons, with wheat and cabbaiS. ZZ 

ford if ™ ^ ^^re left in their hol4" bySe land’ 

T 11 .1 ♦ ^ ^ to ; I can t say how much land the parties had but oiu> nf ih 

in htlfoiag *■' 18 Z for his interS 



Westport, 
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Jame, William Jfair swcm.-l ara';lldievi„g Officer for the ElStoral' Dlvkir^f wtt- 
poit , 1 was appointed ear y m October, or the end of September last. Thursday I 
lece.ve applications for relief, Friday I dispense relief, and on Tuesday I attend die 
Board of Ouani.ans to get my application-book passed. I have given some provisional 
ot sudden and urgent necessity. The Guardians ^ave always ^confirmed 
such , the cases I so gave relief m were not numerous. In eveiy case in my power I make 
personal mquines into the cases of the applicants 5 in some instances I make inquiries 
rom the road stewards. From the number of applications, it was impossible that I^could 
make personal or accurate inquiries m every case. The population of my district was by 
1, 5 at least a third of them have applied for relief, but that num- 

o 3,390 are getting out-door relief; 754 under section 1 of the Act 

2,64o under section 2. I have bad between 800 to 400 applications in a week fror^ 
pereons with others dependent on them, scattered over a district which is ten miles 
trom W estport m one direction, and eight miles in another ; I account for the numbers of 
beggars and wretched looking persons begging in the streets 1st, that a number of 
pei-sons who have land, and are not entitled to relief, not wishing to give it up, crowd into 
the tow'n to seek for chanty, and the crowding of persons not belonging to the district, but 
trom all parts ot tbe surrounding country is what makes my situation so very difficnlf 
2dly, owing to the relief being distributed for three Electoral Divisions in Westport, besides 
Westport Electoral Division, viz. Auglmgower, Islandeady, and KilmaclaW- many 
persons come 111 from these Electoral Divisions to be near the relief, and remain in the town 
or Its neighbourhood, and some of them beg, altliougb they receive relief; few in my district 
receiving relief come under my notice as begging; if I find that they do, I report tliem to 
tlie tjuardians, and have tliem struck off the out-door list, or sent to the Poor-house • all 
cases that apply to me, that I have reason to believe are proper objects, get relief; notmtb- 
standing my utmost exertions, I fear that cases of fraud and abuse exist in ray district, and 
this conviction led me to consider it right to intimate to the Guardians, that it would be 
necessary for me to resign if I did not get an assistant, or if my district was not reduced • mv 
bonks mi> fu/n fio^ra ........K T 11 i_._ ... .. , ’ y 



_ - ..-.e only one day and Sunday for making inquiries: 

1 fear the numbers of applications will increase, and that then I wilt not be able at all to 
check abuse ; I find a determination on the part of the people to surrender, and give up the 
occupation of their land, wlietlier the landlords will take it or not, and in other cases I fear 
a collusion between tbe landlords and tenants, nominally to take up the land in order that 
the tenant may get relief, and so tliat the tenant may be in a better position afterwards to 
pay them rent; and from these causes I fear and foresee an increase of applications ; as louo- 
as room can be kept in the house, it will tend to prevent an undue increase, for I see the 
salutary effects of the Workhouse as a test against abuses; but, owing to the little room 
in it, this chock is restricted, and cannot continue; besides my duties as Relieving 
Officer, which bring vne now in immediate contact with the people, I was inspector of 
lelief lists and meal depots under the relief committee of this Electoral Division last 
year; the destitution this year is not as great in extent as last year; some of the classes 
tliat were involved in destitution last year, are exempt from it this year; but the class 
that foi-merly depended on con-acre, and the smaller class of occupiers are now alto- 
gether destitute, and these form a very large number of the population in tliis district; 
tlie low prices of provisions do not affect this class, as they are wholly destitute of 
means to purchase at any price, and they cannot get employment at which to earn wages ; 
I can safely say, that a fourth, at least, of the population, properly belonging to this Elec- 
toral Division, will require relief before the summer is over and the new crop comes in; 
besides the regular population of this division, numbers flock in from the surrounding dis- 
tricts, and many of these are on my books, and some, I fear, are getting relief in other 
districts also ; they take a lodging, or put up in a part in the town or its vicinity, and where 
they are to day, they will not be to-morrow, and it is almost impossible for me to detect 
them ; the fraud an3 lies I meet with it is almost impossible to contend against ; whenever 
I can detect a fraud I always prevent relief, or have such cases, if getting it, struck off the list, 
and oflered the Workhouse ; all persons in employment can purchase food this year for half 
price, and will not this year, as long as employed, require relief in order to support themselves 
and ferailies ; my salary is SO /. a year, but roy duties, as Relieving Officer, take up ail my 
time, and would lake more if I had it; I attend the distribution of meal almost always; I 
have not been more than two or three days absent on the death of mymother; when I could 
not attend, I have paid a substitute to act in my place ; I keep a store-book, which is a list 
of the names of those on out-door relief, with the number of the case in the application and 
report-book, and the quantity of meal tliey are entitled to receive for that week ; I call out 
the name and the quantity, the person is to get to the Distributor of the Contractor, and I 
put a check mark opposite the name as soon as I see the person receive the meal ; in any 
case where I dreaded one person attempting to personate another, 1 refer back to my appli- 
cation and report-book, and I make the person tell me the names and ages of his family, and 
see that the statement corresponds with the application-book ; I tot up the amount of meal 
the several persons are entitled lo, and 1 see that corresponds with the list of the amount 
of meal distributed, which the person distributing keens; the Distributor does not take a 
list of tlie names, but merely the quantity given into eacli bag ; when the Contractors send 
in their bills I always examine them, and see that the quantities charged correspond with the 
(19. App.) s 3 quantity 
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quantity checked off in my book as distributed, and I sign the Contractor’s account before 
it is paid ; when the meal is got from the Commissariat stores, I contract witli some person 
for the carriage and distribution of it at a local store, and I keep the same check on him as 
I do with the Contractors that supply the meai, as I have already stated ; and if tiiere is 
any meal over after the day’s distribution, I see it weighed, and put into my own stoi'e, 
and I certify the Distiibutor’s bill to the Guardians for the quantity he has really distri- 
buted, and for which he is paid according to agreement ; I believe that great frauds take 
place by collusion between fraudulent Conti’actors and Relieving OfBcers, and by Relieving 
Officers certifying that all the meal ordered was distributed, when it was not ; in the case 
of Burke, a Relieving Officer for Islandeady and Kilmaclassor Electoral Divisions, he 
appointed his brother as a Contractor for the carriage and distribution of the Commissariat 
meal; the person by which the meal was distributed was, as lam informed, a fraudulent 
one; and Mr. Lynch, the Inspector, stated to the Board of Guardians, that on visiting the 
store he asked tfie Distributor if all the meal contained on the list had been distributed? 
that he (the Distributor) said it had been distributed ; but that on examination of the house 
he (Mr. Lynch) found 15 cwt. of it in the house that ought not to have been there if the 
proper quantity had been distributed ; the Distributor was brought before the Petty Sessions 
and fined 5/., and the brother, the Relieving Officer, was called on to resign, and did so ■ 
I saw the Relieving Officer (Burke’s) store-book, and all the pemons to receive relief- 

a eared to have been checked ofi' as having received it ; the only remedy I see is to employ 
j respectable Contmetors and Relieving Officere, that would not 'be guilty of such 
frauds. The people are afraid to grumble for fear of the Relieving Ofiicers; the fir.st tliinn- 
a fellow of the kind would do, if any attempted to grumble at vvhat he or she o-ot, would be 
to get them sti-uck off the list, as having land, or being in some other way not entitled to 



TT7-71- T7- , S March 1848 . 

miham Btnds, sworn.— I am Contractor for the supply of Indian meal to the Workhouse; 
and for the out-door relief of the Breafy and Castlebar Electoral Divisions. The conti'act 
was taken about the 15th or 21st of December; it was for two months, at loZ. a ton, to be 
paid weekly. Since that, the only agreement I entered into was to offer, in vviitino-, to supply 
Castlebar and Breafy Electoral Divisions with meal for the out-door relief for this week at 
9 Z. 10 s.; from first to last it was understood to be for cash. The tender or letter I allude 
to vras sent to the Guardians yesterday ; the answer I got was two orders — one for 21 cwt. 
tor Breafy, and about six tons for Castlebar. For the tender I sent in, in December and 
that was accepted, I had to distribute the meal at my own shop ; each week I e;ot an order 
regularly to issue so much meal from the Guardians. I distributed the quantity of meal 
1 Guardians to distribute, to the parties who brought me tickets 

from the Relieving Officer. The tickets were marked with the name of the person, and to 
receive a cei'tam ai^unt of meal, and signed and dated by the Relieving Officer. I was 
sent a paper by the Guardians to show the names and numbers of the persons I was to give 
reliet to. 1 gave meal to parties who were not in the schedule sent to me by the Guardians’ 
a” 'I?'’! Su*® of the Relieving Officers. I never kept the tickeU bvLght in by the 
appheaute until the last distribution; I kept all the last tickets, owing to the coiiLatil- 
ch^e of Relieving Officers, and because I was going to deal with anew man. When 
mSlT ^ tl’e figure of 8 opposite the name of the person I gave the 

meal to; this I did latterly, but at first I put different marks, viz. When I wouKr 
an account or bill of the amount I distributed to the Relieving Officer he would mark i? 

MI eveij ^ (B.); I send ie tile 

contract for the contract I made last T „„ j not enter in a bond and 

mentwas perfected; all the perfection was ia’fhp ^1°^^ secur%; no written docu- 



uciivuiy; ic was impossible to te 

thrust in : the cry of “This ifi mv boo-” i^Ti, *• t' "1! — v>i wnose oag was 
was pet Mo each bag, acco.Z| tolite tS Sd l!utTcr“’“‘ ’ 
each person got theihown or tlie^riaht has- ‘ thing as that 

have teen th?„st in again, Std ofeftL^and T‘. ‘‘“’’a 

Parties might have got meal twice on the same tickS but „ Jt 

would say or do anything • some strnno- u ’ knowledge ; they 

them to their friends. ^ ° “P ^0 or 40 bags anS deliver 
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Documents referred to. 



1848. (B,) 



To William Hynes, D^. 



To 21 cwt. Indian meal, 10 s. - _ - _ _ 

Examined and found correct. 



£. s. d. 
10 10 - 



(Copy.) 



Andrew Ranalian, Relieving Officer, 
Breafy Electoral Division. 



Patricii Flhm, Clerk of the Union. 



No. 13 



Castlebar Union. 

_ , 2G February 1848. 

. Breafy District. 

Give Mr. Andrew Ranahan, Relieving Officer, 21 cwt. Indian meal. 

fP HT iir-,v TT Patrick Flinn, Clerk. 

To Mr. W]llian> Hynes. Wm. Robt. Lecheu, Chairman. 

(Copy.) 

Patrick Flinn, Clerk of the Union. 



Extract from Minutes. 



. Saturday, 18 December 1847. 

Contracts on tenders for Indian meal have been accepted from the following persons for 
two months. They are to make the distribution in the several Electoral Divisions : 

Breaf^^'"^! Hynea, of Castlebar, at 10 /. per ton, 

Addergoole, ^ 

Islandeady, 

Balia 1 

Bruin, / Charles Malley, of Castlebar, at 10/. 7s. Gd. per ton. 

Turlough, 

Strade, J 

Also for the use of the Workhouse from said William Hynes, at 10 /. per ton, 

Patrick Flinn, Clerk of the Union. 

7 March 1848. 



(19. App.) 



Appendix 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




144 APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



Appendix 0. 



RETURN oftlie Amount of the Pooa Law and Towkland VAtcATioNS of the several Poon Law Unions in Twouty-five Counties 
in Ireland, arranged in Counties ; showing the Proportional Difference between tlie two Valuations in eacli Union sopaivateiy. 



Petsons Rsted. 



Occupie 

Rated. 



Nombcr 

of 

Here* 
ditameats 
under £■ 4 
Rated on 



Rated on 



Rat^t 

ininiediati 

Lesore. 



Poor Law 
Valuation of 
Union. 



General 

Totvnland 

Valuation. 



FIRST GROUP. 

LoNooNOEanT : 



Ballyeastlc 
Bailymoney - 



67,740 

39,058 

62,704 

80,816 



S6,020 

48,812 

38,758 

74,022 

49,168 

100,992 



Downpatrick 

Kilkeel 

Banbridge 



TruoKt ; 

Cookatown - 
Dungannon • 

Clogher - . 

Omagh 

Strahane 
Castlederg • 

SECOND GROUP. 

Dunfanaghv - 
Glenlirt ■ . . 

Donegal 
Sallysbannoo 
Stranoi’lar 
Letterkennv • 

Milford 
Inoiahowen - 

FiRUANAca: 

LowtliernowD 
Enaiskillen • 

Lianasken 



Monaghan 
Caotleblaney (*) 
Carric^nacrora 



75,4- 



28,638 

95,541 

87,323 



46,455 

70,000 

39,801 

69,099 



Ardee - 
Drogheda 

Loxaroao : 
Granard 
Longford 



65,509 

43,348 

52,252 



3,607 

5,428 

5,013 

6,391 

4,336 

7,170 

7,148 



34,963 

81,634 

37,920 



97,271 1 13,364 
67,178 I 6,292 
6,851 



3,894 

10,637 

5.679 

3,634 



5,144 

4,194 

7,351 



6,013 

8,104 

6,917 



6,958 

1,767 

6,168 



3.413 

2,223 

1,944 



3,587 

2,709 

1,590 



2,454 

1,762 

2,818 

2,640 



4,402 

1,263 

3,417 



134,259 

142,342 

101,558 

119,692 



102.743 
103,871 
228, .348 
140,917 



90,276 

140.977 

40,213 

307,639 



81,999 

91,293 

79,876 

122,284 

92,082 

128,860 

79,874 



48,530 

77,911 

84,333 

99,541 

87,230 

87,055 

83,417 

63,456 



146,583 

89,495 

78,877 



104,836 

74,032 

49,603 



100,007 

136,364 



11,181 

17,156 

15,542 

17,755 



31,007 

227,768 

69,924 

23,360 

33,298 

I6,G07 

22,330 

24,813 



111,959 - 
65,630 17 
76,410 10 



39,1 60 6 - 
78,086 12 6 
72,437 15 - 
97.492 - _ 
100,611 15 - 
271,915 11 - 
136,397 12 10 



118,469 3 - 
167,393 5 - 
36,931 6 - 
129,661 - - 
123,970 15 - 



66,650 12 — 
90,330 14 9 
42,276 19 2 
75,354 5 - 
15,721 12 2 
81,629 6 4 
21,790 2 6 



10,543 9 
16,330 5 
31,639 - 
51,435 12 
29,402 5 
81,833 12 
31,377 8 I 
36,007 - . 



43,944 2 . 
96,108 16 5 
46,919 IS 6 



127,282 5 6 107,796 8 

73,490 4 - 66.665 12 

52,166 19 6 50,271 16 9 



76,778 n 10 
129,804 12 9 
26,030 12 7 
94,518 IS 7 
95,064 II 4 



58,218 14 
12,154 11 
53,288 6 
16,900 10 



14,245 9 1 
25,291 12 
39,461 8 

24,861 12 



29,115 8 - 
82,792 - 9 
41,129 9 10 



65,055 19 - 
94,431 6 - 

65,473 - - 
46,325 16 5 



35.908 17 6 
69,664 - 2 
79,132 8 10 
42,889 12 7 



93,075 13 11 
91,837 17 8 
105,803 13 4 



83,176 17 6 
t09,352 13 10 



2 5 



price paid for ““oiPmod.tion*Ue'fo^tb^.cn,^®['‘'“ of oil Irouooo under S t. in nnnunl vnliic, nnr 

( ) p- U-, va„i,.n w in propors™ » Ufoon iu W.nd. 
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UNIONS. 


Population 

1841. 


1 Persona Rated. 


1 Area Rated. I 


Valuation of 
Union. 


General 

Townlond 

Valuation. 


Poor Law Valuation higher 
than Tnwnland Valuation 
ia the Pound. 




Number 

of 

Occupier! 

Rated. 


Number 

of 

Here, 
ditomcnls 
under £, 4 
Rated on 
immediate 
Lessors, 


of 

Acres 
Rated on 


Number 
Rated on 


Seconu Gkoup — eojitinued . 






















Westmeath : 












re. J. d . 


£. ». 


J . 


I. d . 


s. d . 


Athlonc - . . 


72,108 


10,822 


6,264 


138,525 


11,998 








o . 




Mullingar ... 






5,600 




4,629 


190,944 6 7 


171,522 4 


8 


2 3 


__ 


Meath : 






















Oldcastle ... 


48.373 


3,699 


2.126 


96,245 


5,120 








, in 




Kells .... 




3,045 


8,439 
















Navan .... 




2,320 


3,939 


90,834 


1,950 












Trim .... 






1,352 




2,37.3 


100,634 9 - 


97,111 7 


9 


- 9 





Kii,dah.e : 






















Naas .... 


32,228 


3,962 


4,444 


173,662 


8,20} 












Athy .... 




3,700 


4,520 


144,376 


8,086 


: 102.881 16 6 


83,410 17 


n 


3 9 


_ 


Kino’s County : 






















Edendcrry ... 


34,079 


2,372 


3A72 


111,692 


4,181 
















6,227 


4,708 


109,509 


9,501 


86,516 12 - 


82,390 10 


6 


1 - 


_ 


Queen’s County : 






















Mountmellick 


67,874 


4,7'Jl 


8,162 


149,279 














Abbcyleix (’) - 


41,230 


3.258 


2,932 


102,738 


4,052 


66,759 6 - 


70,417 2 


6 






Caelow : 






















Carlow .... 


78,086 


10,823 


4,600 


167,354 


9,050 


179,037 8 - 


147,429 8 


_ 


4 3 




WlCKlOW ! 






















Raltiiiglass ... 


40,687 


3,359 


2,084 


146,323 


8,235 




64,358 13 


6 










4,215 




101,375 














RntUdrum . - - 


56,709 


4,031 


4,202 


218,868 


4,241 




111,217 14 


10 


7 7 


_ 


Wixpoan : 






















Goroy .... 


39,064 


4,346 


2,245 


126,554 


1,170 




62.467 2 


0 






Kniuscorlhy . 


61,662 




5,303 


185,394 


7,630 




128,815 IS 










53,401 


6,196 


4,032 


118,399 


4.591 




95,644 IS 








New Roes (®) 


74,923 


6,018 


3,605 


187,979 


13,032 


109,748 3 - 


115,409 6 


3 




1 - 


THIRD GROUP. 






















Sligo ! 






















Sligo .... 


111,054 


9,478 


8,852 


170,408 


20,771 


142,030 5 - 


123,051 12 


2 


3 1 




Liiteim : 






















Mohill .... 


68,869 


5,643 


6,169 


82,378 


24,346 




50,196 16 


4 


3 - 




Carrick-on-Sbannon 


67,077 


4,622 


6,730 


76,195 


27,109 




55,770 It 


0 


2 6 




Mnnorliamilton 


46,990 


7,604 


1,311 


147,180 


12,428 


47,284 19 9 


39,891 19 


9 


4 2 


— 


Roscommon : 






















Hoyle .... 


■?T,aAr, 


5,943 


5,224 


112,630 


22,099 




70,736 1 


6 


3 . 




Castlerca ... 


92,864 


7,082 


9,432 


140,314 






94,559 16 


9 






Roscommon (*) 


63,487 


4,142 


8,701 


101,299 


33,315 


86,873 4 - 


99,209 11 


S 




2 8 


Mayo : 






















Ballinu ... 


120,787 


6,768 


17,632 


234,893 


213,731 


95,774 2 - 


94,686 14 


a 


- 3 




Castlebar - - - 


61,063 


3,450 


6,761 


83,142 


72,882 


50,981 0 2 


45,951 2 


V 


i 2 2 




Westport (*) 


77,962 


1,909 


11,213 


100,374 


141,452 


38,876 - - 


40,308 19 


6 






Bnllinvobe (*) 


85,031 


4,368 


10,029 


111,700 


64,178 


86,217 4 - 


91,652 6 


9 






Swineford (*) 


73,629 


8,020 


9,647 


55,838 


. 69,280 


46,016 8 - 


60,184 9 


2 




1 8 


Galway t 
























99,026 


7,692 


7,043 


193.609 


25,637 


151,644 14 - 


13,032 6 


9 


3 2 


_ 




74,974 


10,196 




191,413 




86,236 . 2 


86,614 IS 








n.inr'iy ... 


88,973 


9,011 


4,001 


188,830 


12,258 


100,777 10 - 


71,273 19 


11 


6 5 


_ 


CUffien(’) - 


33,465 


6,578 








22,426 IS ~ 


13,783 15 


a 


12 7 






71,774 


6,703 


4,361 


131,774 


20,496 


91,007 6 6 


72.787 12 


6 






Gort .... 


43,643 


4,817 


1,875 


98,936 


8.789 


63,037 1 2 


48,602 1 5 




1 10 


— 


Claes: 
























49,935 


4,281 


2,700 


149,190 


15,882 


67,486 17 - 


63,472 3 


- 


1 3 


_ 




77,840 


7,164 


2,694 


180.297 


17,924 


101,222 9 6 


108,353 4 


7 




1 4 




82,353 


6,109 


2,857 


128,151 


18,814 


59,449 8 6 




7 




2 3 


boavilt (.*1 _ - - 


63,663 


.5,329 


2,677 


96.4S7 


12,488 


44,609 12 - 




'■ 




1 4 



(*) Poor Law Valuation very low. (’) Poor Law Valuation reiy low. O Poor Law Valuation very low. 

(_*) Poor Law Valuation vary low. (*) Poor Law Valuation very low. (•) Poor Law Valuation low. 

(’) Poor Law Valuation muct higliar than usual, |irobuhIy owing to the ralue of sea-weed being add^ Co the value of the land. 

(*) Poor Law Valuation very low as compared to rents. 



General Valoation Office, Dublin, 
IS February 1849. 



} 



il. Grt^i^, 

Conimiasioner of Valuation, 

6 & 7 Will. 4.C. 84, and 9 & 10 Vict.e.lK 



(19. App.) 
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Appendix P. 



CIRCULAR conveying Opinions given by Mr. Henn, in Reply to Queries on a 
Surrender of Land under the Quarter-Acre Clause. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 15 February 1848. 

The attention of the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland having been directed to cases arising under Section 10 of the Irish Poor Relief 
Extension Act, (10 Vic. c. 31,) in which applicants for relief who held more than a quarter 
of a statute acre of land had offered to surrender the land to the landlord or his agent, who, 
however, refused to accept the surrender unless the applicant also gave'up a house held with 
the land, which the applicant refused to do ; to cases in which an unsuccessful attempt has 
been made by the occupier to surrender his land, even though no such condition was attached 
to the proposed surrender as that above mentioned ; and to cases in which the husband 
being absent from Ireland in search of employment, the wife and children continue in the 
occupation of his cabin and land, in which cases relief has been refused by Boards of 
Guardians on tiie ground that the wife could not effect a legal surrender, though willing and 
desirous to do so ; the Commissioners have deemed it right to submit a case to Counsel for 
his opinion on the subject. A copy of the Questions put to Counsel, together with the 
Opinion of Mr. Henn, Q.C., thereon, are now transmitted herewith for the information and 
guidance of the Guardians in regard to the administration of relief in such cases; and tlie 
Commissioners desire to observe, that the Attorney-Genera! for Ireland agrees in the opinion 
given by Mr. Henn. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

W. Stanley, 

Secretary. 

To the Clerk 

of the Union. 



QUESTIONS AND OPINION ABOVE REFERRED TO. 

QUERIES. OPINION. 



1. Whether the refusal of the surrender by 

the Landlord disqualifies a destitute per- 
son from receiving relief under the sec- 
tion of the Act above recited ? 

2. Whether a person occupying more than a 

quarter of an acre of land would be ex- 
cluded from relief by the provisions of 
that section, in consequence of a legal 
incapacity to surrender the land ? 



1. I think not, provided the party applying 

does not continue in the occupation of 
land of greater extent than the quarter 
of a statute acre. 

2. I think a person continuing to occupy 

such quantity is excluded by the statute, 
whether capable of legally surrendering 
his interest in the land or not. 

The Guardians are not, in any case, 
compelled to grant out-door relief. They 
may always exercise a discretion wliero 
the party applying is one to whom such 
relief may be granted, and grant relief 
to such person, either in or out of the 
Workhouse, as to them shall appear fit- 
ting; but in cases coming within tlie 
ipth section, the Guardians are iirolii- 
bited from granting any relief, either in 
oroutofthe Workhouse. In my opinion, 
the occupation or non-occupation of the 
quantity of land mentioned is made the 
criterion of destitution, and the Guar- 
dians are wan-anted in relieving any per- 
son who is not in such occupation, and 
they are not bound to investigate title 
at all, or ascertain whether the tenant’s 
interest has been legally determined by 
surrender or otherwise. 

(signed) J. Ilenn. 

2nd February 1848. 

16, Upper Merioii-street. 
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Aqricultdre, improvements in essential, before transition] 
from potato to corn cultivation possible, - -1 

consolidation of small holdings necessary for im-^ 

provements in, ..... .j 



AGRicutitmAi Produce, depreciation in tlie price of, 
generally, 



Agriculturai, Schools attached to Workhouses, recom-'i 
mended as a source of economy, - - . -j 

Appeals against Valuation, grounds of, &c., - 

from what class generally, . . . . .| 

numbers in Galway, and their expense, - 

case illustrative of a want of fair administration ofl 

the law, ........J 

——discouraged on the part Commissioners and Guar-| 
dians, 

— too readily allowed by Assistant Barristers, 

in the cases of the Earl of Lucan, Mr. Carter, &c. dis-j 

missed on points of law, or on technical objections,] 

' numbers in Mayo, 

inconvenience to tlie Criminal business by the accu-] 

mulation - - . . _ . 

Archer, Lieutenant-Colonel Edward, Evidence of, 
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AREA OF TAXATION — continued. 



— oases showing that improveinents may be more easily f 

effected by landlords, when coterminous with pro-^ Kincaid 

■ • -I Fairfield, 

how to be conducted in cases of detaclied properties'! j^g„j,g^y 

and grass lands, - ( 

— — reasons for not mjiing it coterminous with property"! j5;;n(.aid 
in all cases, ...... -j ^ ’ 

TaluatioD, and not acreage, the proper regulation for Fairfield, 

I Fairfield, 
Bourke, 

Leader, 
Hamilton, 
Stewart, 

Brett, 

Lucas, 

I desire for the reduction of general amongst parties'! 

not interested in towns, - - . . -J » 

grounds of objection to its reduction not tangible, « Larcom, 

(See Electobal Divisions.) 

Arran Isiands, case of, showing the effect of the area off Gore, 
rating when coterminous with property, • Lucas, 

Arterial Drainage, interruption of, productive of damage! 

to property, and to individums, . - - Burgoyne 

' ■ ■ - ■ amount of assistance for, from Temporary Relief Act> Griffith, 

{ Kincaid, 

Bourke, 
Burgoyne, 

striking instance of the profitable effect of, - -Burgoyne, 
Assistant Babhister, has sole power of deciding questions off Kincaid, - 

recovery of Rates at Quarter Sessions, - O’Shauglmessy, • 

' can decide questions of non-payment of rent, but notl yr- ■ , 
ofbpeacli ofcoTenunt, - - - .j Kmcaid, - 

evidence required by, in case of Appeals, - - O’Shaughnessy, • 

■' ' laborious duties of, O’Shaughnessy, • 

occasionally over-ruled by Magistrates in Poor Law) ri>c-i ^ 

Appeal cases, - ... - . ./ 0 Shaughnessy, 

comparative cost of proceedings before, at Quarter"! 

Sessions and in the Superior Courts, for non-pay- > O’ Shaughnessy, • 
mentofRates, - - . . - - -J 

proceedings before, for recovery of Rates equally) 
operative with, and cheaper than, Decree in Sn- > O’Shaughnessy, • 

perior Courts J 

decrees of, how executed on Civil and Criminal sides) , 

of the Court, j- 0 Shaughnessy, - 

Auditobs of Union Accocnts have power to disallow pay-f Power, 

ments made without authority of Guardians, Huband, ■. 

Australia, want of labour cause of the slow development of) q, , , . 

its resources, - . . . . . otrzelecki, - 

Auxiliary "Workhouses, regulations respecting,- - . Power 

•' Gulson, 
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1460. 



- not so well suited for carrying out the Worlshouse 
test as the Workhouse itself, - - - . 



Huband, 

Gore, 

Martin, 

Bourke, 

Farren, 

Lucas, 

Clarke, 

Otway, 



600. 

019. H21, 

1311, 

2284. 
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Ballanahinch Estate, condition, extent and tenantry of, .. Archer , 
Baiuna Union, its resources as to payment of Rates, - . Gore 

' Its prospects as regards the administration of thef Gore’ 

- -iBoarke. - 

its arrears of debt, and result if paid out of the Rates,/ BmAe, 



- diminution of population in, since 1845, 



L Crampton, - 

- Bs population 'not eice;si™,lFthe‘Ta^^^ 

lerred to capitalists, - - , , , Gore, 
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Ballina Union, causes of tendency towards complete bank-1 
ruptcy in, - - - . . ^ 



■r 



reduction of the area of taxation in, essential towards] Kennedy, - 
the investment of capital, ... < ■». . 



Gore, 



Bourke, 

Brett, 

■ amount of debt due to Contractors in, and legal pro-1 t, , 

ceedings for the recoveiy of, . . . .j -“ourke, - 

““ jts extreme length, showing the distance a pauperl t, •, 

might be compelled to travel for relief, - -/ - 

its present and proposed Electoral Divisions, - - Larcom, - 

inadequate Workhouse accommodation, ... Otway, 

Bauykoney Union, amount of relief in, and to what classes. Senior, 
Ballincuslane Electohal Division; its extent andl n • u 

amount of Rates, - - . - . .j- Fairfield, - 

BALUNOinRY Union, intimidation in, .... Kennedy, - 

Ballikrobb Union, condition of, - - • - I^balmondiere, 

^ i -11 • • . ^ Lucas, 

— — X. 4 Clause in, inoperative, ..... Labalmondiere, 

extent of Out-door and In. door Relief ... Xucas, 

Ballykilcline, mode taken by the Crown to dispossess the\ -tr- ■ , 

tenants, and means of emigration for, - - -J * 

at present a complete waste, ..... Kincaid, - 

Belmullet, cost and accommodation of auxiliary Workhouse^ g 

— — — previous to the famine, the great shipping port ofl Brett, 

produce for Glasgow and Liverpool, . - .J Crampton, 

BEQOAiis, superstitious ideas on giving assistance to, lessl m • i 
strong than formerly, - - . . - 

community of, at KOlarney, Clarke, . 

Belfast, list of charitable societies in, before and since tliel 
introduction of the Poor Law, '' 



2259. 

2313. 

2331. 2471. 
4092. 

3103. 



406i. 

8311. 8333. 
6860. 

1602. 

8361. 

2366. 

6703. 6735. 



Holden, 

destitution in, more effectually relieved under tliel tv , •, 
Poor Law ^an previously, - . . , .j Holden, 

Rates levied in, from 1842 to 1848, - - . - Holden, 

sums raised in, in 1846-47, in aid of general dis- j 

prevalent feeling in, respecting the Rate in Aid, - Holden, 

class of ratepayers in, - . Holden, 

consequences to, from the removal of paupers fromi tt u 

England and Scotland, - - ^ . ./ Holden, 

Bewley, Joseph, Esquire, Evidence of, . - • . - 

BOARDS OF GUARDIANS : 



- Causo of their removal in the South and West, 

- usually liold their meetings on market-days, 



Power, - 
Gulson, - 

( Gulson, - 
Fairfield, > 
Leader, - 
Hamilton, 

I Gulson, - 
Huband, - 
Gore, • 
Leader - 
Hamilton, 
Stewart, - 
Brett, 

their want of qualification, Huband, - 

L Fairfield, - 

— I of a better class inthe North than in the South . Senior, 

being responsible for deaths by famine presumed! 

to be relieved from the sealed Order of the Com- > Kennedy, - 
missioners, .---.-..J 

when replaced by Vice-Guardians, have no further,^ Martin, t 

control over the Union funds, - - . - Stewart, - 

not qualified to appoint the Union officers, - . Stewart, ^ 

have absolute discretion as to relief to able-bodied! i 

pauper., ) Nlcholls, , 

— preferred to Vice-Guardians, - - - . . Twisleton, 

auegcations for making over certain portions of landl ... 

to, for the redemption of Rates, - - - ./ Naper, - 

diminution of their number at respective Boards! . 

recommended, Strxelecki, 

(19. — Ind.) u 3 



8161. 

3174. 

4060. 

5179. 

6058. 

7462. 

7631. 

9231. 

0243. 

9264. 9360. 
9269. 



0376. 9394. 
0407 to 9667, 



924. 966. 990, 
3468. 

4446. 

4534. 

960. 

1440. 
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4438, 4446, 
4634. 
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4946, 
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4809. 

4787. 
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BoiRDs or GpAnDiANs, of a low class, liable to influence froml 

without, ........j > 

responsible in cases of death by destitution, 

have no power to remove paupers from Union funds, 



Holden, 

Holden, 



0378. 

03B1. 



Boo Land, improvement of profitable, 



Hamilton, • 



Boundary Commissioners, Cases of hardship inflicted by 
■ Recommendations of, approved . , . 



Gore, 

I'wislcton, - 



Bourke, Richard, Esquire, Poor Law Inspector, Evidence of, - 



Brett, Henry, Esquire, Surveyor of the County of Mayo,1 
Evidence of, ------ -J ' 



3791 to d30B. 
4810 to 03C8. 



f Power, 

a| r ' 



British Association, assistance famished by, to distressed] Bourke, 
Unions, - - - - - - - 



Strzelecki, 

Bewley, 



275. 

4005. 

8563. 

9554. 



Burgotne, Major-General Sir John, K.C.B., Evidence of, - . . - 

—— Letter from, to Sir C. Trevelyan, on the state of thel 

country, j Uurgoyne, - 



8C53. 

8730. 



C. 



Cahirciveen Union, condition of, in 1847, and system ofl p, 

management introduced into, Clarke, 

■- causes of its diminished population, ... Clarke, 
system of industrial employment in, - - - Clarke, 



Capital, diminution of, greater than that of population, and 
its evils, - 



Senior, 
Gore, 
Kincaid, 
Bourke, 
Brett, 

1 r. ^ P4wloy, 

outlay of, not likely to be remunerative in the pre-1 ^ 
sent state of aflairs, - - - - . .j ^oie, 

its diminution amongst rate-payers, - - .i 

• J • i. . , L Otway, 

introduction of, into the distressed provinces not pro- f Stewart 
^able, I Bewley, 

chief cause of Us scarcity ; viz. payments for foreign | Farren, 



1728. 

2134 

3128. 

8885. 

4870. 

0020. 



3133. 



• ) Lucas, 

I r ’ 



- greater nouessity for the circulation of, since the dis- f L^cas^’ 1 

appearance of con-acre, ■■■--! Clarice 

- cases of the investment of^ by English, ... Straolecki 



Cattle, cases of sale of, for Poor-rates, 



- grrat diminution of, upon grass farms and mountain 
land, - - - . . . • , 



- great depreciation in the price of. 



Castlebar Union, sale of the Workhouse Goods of, under' 
execution, - 

increasing extent of Out-door Relief, and arrears of 



- good discipline in the Workhouse of, . - . 

- Appeals in, owing to revision of valuation, 

- increase of Officers’ salaries in, . 

- Workhouse, goods of, seized and sold under execu-1 

tion, but subsequently recovered, - . . ( 

- ^fficulty in the collection of Rates in, explained ^ 
~ Amount of Rates in each Electoral Division 

“ 

- mortali^ andqihysieal condition of the population - 

- dispositton amongst proprietors to consolidate farms. - 

' taken by the Guardians of, against thel 

Earl of Lucan, for the recovery of Rates, . .j 




0331. 

0365. 
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Celbridoe Union, system of management in, and amount ofl it i 

In-door and Out-door Relief, - - . . ^ Huband, 

CiiAKCERV, management of estatee in, - 

general depreciation of estates brought into, 

CnAROEAniLitv. See PAurEas. Settlement. 



of debt, and of a Rate in Aid, 

- relieved not by Rate in Aid, but by alteration of the' 



existing and proposed Electoral Divisions in, com-' 

pared with Baiiina, 

Clarke, Colonel "WtELiAM Augustus, Poor law Inspector,! 
Evidence of, ^ 



■ — decrease of, where decrease of population, 

diminished influence of, from the general distress, 

extreme proverty of, in the distressed Unions, - -| 

Clergy, Protestant, valuable aid rendered by, in conjune-l 
tion with the Society of Friends’ Committee, -J 

Clipden Union, expenditure and Rate collected in, lMtyear,| 
its distressed condition, 

Con-acre System, probable return of, in the "West, in case of! 

good potato liarvest, - .... -j 

intimidation of farmem, opposed to, ... 

gradual diminution of, - - - - - 

rent per acre, under, ..... .| 

Cottiers, the conversion of, into labourers, dtsirablc, - 

Courts. See Superior Courts. 

CoKNAOonT, over-population and scarcity of employment in,| 

its inability to support its jiopulation on cereal food, 

causes of its diminislied cultivation, " " 

Unions in, where no Out-door Relief is administered, 

its inability to support its destitute poor, - . - 

— — ■ ■’ complete exhaustion of, in some districts, 

its labourers supported almost entirely by the Rates, 

increasing physical weakness of its labourers, - 

general demoralization in, - - - - - 

amount of wages in, 

Connemara, causes of its destitute condition, ... 
Contractors, exorbitant rates charged by, to distressed/ 
Unions, - 

Coen Laws, comparative eft’eet of the repeal of, ii 
and Ireland, 



Gore, 


2800. 


O’Shaughnessy, - 


8096., 


Power, 


577. 


Gulson, 


1142. 2030. 


Gulson, 


2640. 


Stewart, 


4701. 4801. 


Larcom, 


8311. 8337. 


- 


7488 to 788C 


Huband, - 


1291. 


Fairfield, - 


8C50. 


Labalmoudierc, - 


6773. 


Brett, 


4800. 


Strzelecki, - 


8540. 


lirett, 


4806. 


Strzelecki, - 


8641. 


Bewley, 


9413. 


Bewley, 


9412. 


Power, 


017.' 


Bourke, 


3845. 


Bourke, 


4008. 


Gore, 


2210. 


Gore, 


2212. 


Fairfield, - 


8611. 


Lucas, 


6626. 


Clarke, 


7644. 


Clarke, 


7612. 


Naper, 


8402. 


Griffith, 


2801. 


Bourke, 


4133. 


Huband, - 


1303. 


Bourke, 


4229. 


Griffith, 


2820. 


Hincaid, - 


8270. 8290. 


Bourke, 


3910. 4167. 


Bourke, 


3794. 


Bourke, 


'3807. 3941. 
4010. 


Bourke, 


3897. 


Bourke, 


4166. 


Bourke, 


4108. 4212. 


Bourke, 


4248. 


Steward 


4737. 


Martin, 


2060. 


Twisleton, - 


7192. 


Otway, 


8872. 


Stewart, 


7065. 



Corn, depreciation in tite price of, 



introduction of, from abroad, being paid for in cas 

. cause of groat scarcity of money, 

County Cess, cases ofhardfihip by the present mode of Icvyir 

(19.— Ind.) u 4 
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Covenant, action for breach of, miist be brought in Superior^ -.r. . , 

Courts, - - - - . - - 

eviction, the only effectual mode of enforcing, rarely/ Kincitid, 



resorted to, Leader, 

CoTTAOES, to be made liable for Rates, - , - - Bourke, 

in what cases to be rated to landlord ia England, - Nicholls, 



Chime, alarming increase of, 



Stewart, 

Naper, 



- 8257. 

- 3257. 

- 4378. 

• 4101. 
- - 5032. 

• - 4742. 

- 8608. 



Crampton, Georoe, Esquire, Evidence of. 



5820 to 0102. 



D. 



Demoralization, general increase of, • 



causes of, - - - . 

Disease, increase of, by poor diet. 
Dietary, varies in different Unions, • 



■■ species of, supplied to paupers, 



Dingle Union, condition of, previous to its division, - 
amount of Rate in, in 1847, fictitious, 



Fairfield, - 
Bourke, - 
Leader, 
Hamilton, 
Brett, 

Clarke, 

O’Shaughnessy 

Naper, 

Otway, 
Straelecki, 
Crampton, - 
Power, 

[■ Brett, 

I Farren, 

I Lucas, 

L Twisleton, 
Fairfield, - 
Fairfield, - 



3048. 

4267. 

4314. 4301. 
4536. 

6059. 

f 7667. 7681. 
L 7620. 

8031. 

8441. 8458. 



87. 

6301. 5335. 
6119. 

6617. 

6719. 

3481. 

3663. 



DISTRESS: 



' Its Causes ; 

(l.) The femine, or potato failure, 



( 2 .) Subdivision and subletting, 



(8.) Non*cultivation of the land, - - 



(4.) Con-acre, • 



(6.) The Poor Law, - 



(6.) Size of Electoral Divisions, - 



' Power, 

Senior, 

Marlin, 

Gore, 

Leader, 
Nicholls, • 
Twisleton, 
Clarke, 

O’SIiaughnessy 
LStrzelecki, - 
' Gulson, 

Gore, 

Griffith, - 
- . Fairfield, 
Stewart, - 
Crampton, 
Naper, 

■ Senior, 

Martin, 
Kincaid, - 
Bourke, - 
Leader, 

Stewart, 
Crampton, 
Twisleton, 
r Gore, 

I Naper, 

I Gore, 

Hamilton, 

Brett, 

Crampton, 

O’Shaughnessy, 

Naper, 

Holden, 
r Griffith, - 
J Fairfield, - 
I Lucas, 

L Naper, 



047. 730. 763. 
1714. 

1963. 

2127. 2204. 
4319. 

6896. 

0706. 0832. 
7610. 

8091. 

8637. 

1108. 

2186. 

2822. 

3366. 3721. 
4734. 

5830. 

■ 8474. 

1714. 

2002. 

3279. 

3807. 4178. 
4376. 

7049. 

5989. 

7307. 

2211. 

8411. 

2264. 

4668. 

6033. 6064. 
6919. 

8001. 8144, 
8456. 

0298. 

2947. 

3430. 

6495. 

8411. 
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DISTRESS — continuod, 
- Its Causes — cmitinucd. 

(7.) Excess of Population, 



(8.) Amount of Rates, 



(0.) Depreciation of agricultural produce, 



( 10 .) Want of employment and circulation 
capital, - 

( 11 .) Want of industrious habits on the part 
the people, - 

(12.) Out-door Relief, ... 



Fairfield, - 
Brott, 

Crauipton, 
Clarke, 

Fairfield, - 
Bourke, - 
Leader, 
Hamilton, 
Stewart, - 
I Lucas, 

L Otway, 

■ Bourke, - 
Brett, 

Farren, 
Twisleton, 

Clarke, 

O’Shaughnessy, 
Holden, - 
Bewley, - 

off - - 

s Lucas, 

[ Otway, 

off Clarke, - -< 



Its progressive luerease. 



- Its Remedy : 

( 1 .) Emigration by Government, 



(2.) Individualizing of responsibility, 

(3.) Introduction of capital, - . . 

(4.) A Law of Settlement^ ... 
(10 — Ind.) X 



Otway, 

Otway, 
Holden, - 
f Power, 

Senior, 

Martin, 

Gore, 

Kincaid, - 
Fairfield, - 

Bourke, 

Leader, 
Hamilton, - 
Brett, 

Labalmondicre, 

Crampton, 

Farren, 

Lucas, 
Twisleton, . 
Stewart, - 



(5006. 

7712. 

0545. 

3934. 

4319. 

4482. 

7040. 

0495. 

8041. 

3962. 

5360. 

0427. 

7330. 

7553. 

8089. 

9371. 

- 9418. 

- 5017. 

- C634. 

- 8940. 

/ 7581. 7695. 
I 7729. 

- 8956. 

- 8849. 

- 9326. 

- 787. 749. 

- 1715. 

- 1956. 

- 2259. 

- 3293. 

- 3617. 

f 3828. 3880. 

3989, 4167. 
[ 4217. 4248. 

- 4316. 4417. 

- 4637. 4600. 
r 4819. 4977. 

‘1 6238. 

- 5717. 

f 5868. 5895. 
"I 5063. 6084. 

( 6133. 6202. 
“ l. G317. 

- 6401. 6614. 

- 6739. 7102. 

- 7040. 7054. 
/ 7626. 7683. 

'L 7746. 

- 8091. 8095. 

- 8871. 8954. 

- 9811. 

9430. 9522. 
9531. 




8621. 

2169. 

2427. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




158 



GENERAL INDEX. 



Gener^ Heads 

DISTRESS— conttnueci. 
Its Remedy — continved. 



(5.) Reduction of the size of Electoral Divisions, 



(6.) Creation of a class of paid labourers, - 



(7.) Sale of estates for arrears of Rates, 



(8.) Undertakii^ of Arterial Drainages, &c., 
(9.) Granting oi greater powers to landlords, 
fio.) Power of exchange of estates, as in Englai 
(II.) Fixing of a high maximum, 

( 12 .) Destruction of the dependence upon t 
potato, and improvement in agriculture, 
(13.) Annihilation of small holdings, - 
(14.) Law of Relief similar to the English, - 



- its increase amongst the landed gentry and farmers, 



to their requirements, .... 
- assistance to, as at present given, objectionable, 



- assistance for db extra, rasential, 

- ultimate result, if exempted from Rates, 

- their increasing povei'ty, and result of utn 

tion of Rate, - . - . . 



Name of Witaess and Number of Quc»tiuo. 




- extent of their requirements dependent o 
harvest, - 



their unparalleled misery, - . . 

Do.ioai, OoomT, amount of Out-door EoBof in, oomparod' 
With Clare, - . . . . 

— —— its Unions, area, &c., compared with Clare, 



only, 

amount of wages in, . 

Dokeoal Union, condition of, • - - . 

• motives of the Commissioners for suegestinEr a 
tion of Rate in, - - . . 

heavy amount of Rate in, . - . 

Drainage, extensively carried on in the North-East, 
scale of daily payment for, . , . , 

Dtofanaghy Union. See Glenties Union. 



. 


Leader, 


4379. 


id, 


Crumpton, - 


coil. 


lel 


Twisleton, - 


7270.7200. 


1 Clarke 


7705. 7780. 




Strzelecki - 


8593. 


- 


Holden, 


9383. 




' Power, 


747. 




Gore, 


2262. 




Kincaid, - 


3280. 




Bourke, 


4178. 4208. 




Hamilton, - 


4049. 4077. 




Brett, 


4819. 5005, 




Farren, 

O’Sliaughnessy, 


0318. 




8010. 




Archer, 


9HK). 


■J 


. Bewley, 


9413. 1)537. 


Senior, 


15.13. 




Power, 


700. 




Power, 


825. 




Bourke, 


3807.3980. 




Barren, 


(5328. 




Lucas, - 


\ 0470. 0000, 
1 0570. 




Twisleton - -j 


1 0705.7198. 
L 7205. 




Clarke, 


7774. 




Otway, 


H83I. 8843. 




Leader, 


4410. 


/ 


Twisleton, - 


0737.0797. 




Otway, 


8871. 


} 


Twisleton, 


0820. 


} 


Twisleton, - 


0974. 


I 


Stewart, 


7050. 


I 


Twisleton, - 


7280. 


1 Twisleton, - 


7288. 7337. 


J 


Otway, 


8800. 


1 


Twisleton, - 


7872. 


Strzelecki, - 


8661. 


Power, 


26. 640. 


r Power, 


27. 


t Stewart, 


4791. 


1 Power, 


61. 


Hamilton, - 


4026. 


Hamilton, - 


4408. 




fwifileton, - 


6781. 0910. 


Twisleton, - 


6700. 


Senior, 


1518. 1570, 


Senior, 


1633. 
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GENERAL INDEX. 

E. 

Gcoei sl Ucftds. 

Ejectmemt, expensive and diiRcult to enforce m case of breach f 
of covenant, 

difTiculty of applying the same principle of, to Ireland f 

and to England, 

principle of the Act of last year, - - - , 

slow process of, in case of resisting tenant, 

increase of, by the Six Months’ Clause, - 

in certain cases the only mode of recovering the rent, 
EnBCTORA. 1 . Divisions, average number of, to a Union, 

causes of their unequal Rates, ----- 

effect of equal Rates in, - 

requirements of the worst, hitherto met by funds off 

British Association, 

their unpaid Rates outstanding, how charged under'! 
new Wari'ajit, .j 

mode adopted on their first formation, . . 

causes of tile fluctuation of opinion as to their boun-'l 

daries, - -- ----.j 

their complete exhaustion necessary before applylngf 

for Union Rate or Rate in Aid as in England, 

' " ■ • if increased in numbei', Guardians not to be increased] 

in proportion, ------ -j 

rciirtons for and against their reduction, - - - 

Rates raised in, for relief of other parts of Unions, ob-1 

jected to, -j 

any great rcduc;tiou in, not desirable, - - - 

elements to be observed in reducing their size, - 

unjust demarcation in particular localities, 

(_See Auha of Taxation.) 



; EMIGRATION ; 

Its effect, as at present carried on, upon capita! and 

cultivation, - 



I 



from what funds to be assisted, 



its effect on the well-being of the emigrants proved 
by their remittances to relatives, - - - - 



Fairfield, - 
Leader, 
Fairfield, - 
Leader, 
Fairfield, - 
Leader, 
Stewart, 
Naper, 

Power, 

Power, 

Poiver, 

Power, 

Martin, 

Power, 

Gulaon, 
Kincaid, - 

Huband, - 

Senior, 
Gulson, 
Fairfield, - 
Loader, 
Nicholls, - 
Twisletoa, - 
Larcom, 
Larcom, 
Larcom, 



Power, • 

Senior, 

Gore, 

Bourke, 

Hamilton, - 

Brett, 

Barren, 

Olarke, 

Naper, 

Otway, 

Bewley, 

Murdoeb, - 

Senior, 

Gore, 

Kennedy, - 
Gulson, 
Fairfield, - 
Stewart, 
Brett, 

Strzelecki, - 

Gore, 

Kincaid 

Bourke, 

Brett, 

Farren, 



id Number of Question. 

- 3743. 

- 4890. 

- 3748. 

- 4377. 

• 3753. 



- 4778. 

- 8423. 

- 167. 

- 265. 

- 271, 

- 276. 

- 1966. 

- 207. 

- 837. 2784. 

- 8302. 



• 1748. 

- 2762. 

- 3364.3415. 

- 4409. 

- 6655. 

- 7216. 7262. 

- 8272. 

- 8295. 8313, 

- 8304. 



- 742. 

- 1846. 



- 4594. 4646. 



- 7795. 

- 8469. 



- 9642. 

- 1838. 1866. 

- 2292. 

- 2477. 

• 2671. 

- 3763. 

- 4750. 

- 6288. 

• 8637. 3646. 

- 2264. 

- 3138. 

• 4237. 

- 6286. 

- 6337. 



extraordinary measures for, not necessary in all oas 



(19. - Ind.) 



x2 
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GENERAL INDEX. 



EMIGRATION — continued. 



- its necessity in over-peopled districts. 



terms on which to be conducted : 

(1.) In distressed Unions only, - 



( 2 .) Charcine the expense on land, 



(3.) Selling laud, if instalments not paid ap, - 

aid for, from Imperial resources not required in thel 

North, ... . .. Senior, 

I" Senior 

preferable to the granting of relief or other temporary 



Name of Witness and Number of Qucslioi 

■ Senior, 

Gore, 

Kincaid, 

Fairfield, 

Hamilton, 

Ste%rart, 

Nioliolls, 

Cmraiiton, 

Clarke, 

Larcom, 

Naper, 

Archer, 

Senior, 

Senior, 

Gore, 

Kennedy, 

Kincaid, 

Fairfield, 

Bourke, 

Stewart, 

Senior, 



- chiefly of the farming class, and of persons witli 
capital, - . . . _ . 



cie^of 

• ite expense compared with the maintenance off 

paupers at home, .... ' 

raising money for, in some Unions, impossible 

?»■” year, and 

“f do and di'scipIiM on 

their progressive increase, . ' *• 

to wHat eaent absorption of] possible, bv jfortbf 

“1 Anstralian Colonies, . ^ . } 

for the agricnltnral class of, - 

^st per head of childreu from Rao-o-«ri i ' ‘J 

- 

“=„S“^^~T0fton.mln, ; 

decrease of mortality in. . . ’ ‘ ‘ 



mortality in, . . j 

*^pem‘rff^ofXs“'’“'‘^ from! 

— tOta lv «naV,l» . “ ■ - .1 






Kincaid, 

Fairfield, 

Stewart, 

Clarke, 

Naper, 

Power, 

Gulson, 

Senior, 

Gore, 

Kincaid, 

Bourke, 

Hamilton, - 

Brett, 

Farron, 

Clarke, 

Strzelecki, - 

Otway, 

Clarke, - 

Strzelecki, 

Senior, 

Kincaid, - 

Clarke, 

Naper, 

Clarke, 

Murdoch, - 
Murdoch, - 
Murdoch, - 
Murdoch, - 
Murdoch, - 
Murdoch, - 
■ Murdoch, - 
Murdoch, - 
Murdoch, - 
Murdocli, - 
Murdoch, - 
Murdoch, - 
Crompton, 
Crampton, 
Crampton, 
Crampton, 
Crampton, 
Crampton, 
Crampton, 
Crampton, 



- 1585. 

- 3203. 

- 3101.3142. 

- 3588. :h;o2. 

- 4005. 

- 4748. 4761. 
' 5571. 

- 0074. 

- 77110. 

- 8302. 

- 8438. 

- 0148. 

- 1838. 

- 1838. I860. 

- 2300. 

- 2305. 2477. 

- 3115. 

- 3600. 3762. 

- 4245. 

- 4751. 

- 1838. 

- 1803. 

- 16C0. 1822. 
/3124. 3142. 

1 8300. 

3763. 

4760. 

7878. 

8.504. 

744. 

1158. 

1845. 

2127. 2250. 
21.38. 

8807. 3008. 
4503. 

4005. 0274. 
0338. 

7700. 

8023. 

8838. 

7801. 7884. 
8047. 

1820. 

3100. 

7872. 

850.3. 

7885. 

0550. 

0500, 

9577. 

058.8. ' 



9010. 

0621. 

0016. 

0041. 

0044. 

6830. 5870. 
0865. 5027. 
5870. 

5874. 

0940. 

5500. 
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GENEKAI. INDEX. 



tjffBural Iloaiia. 

KsTAi-iis, circiimHtances attending tlio sale of, under decree of\ 
llio Irish Courts, j 

wlien to he sold for arrears of Rates, - - .| 



Nivme ot \Vitn«BS and Number of Question. 



Stewai-t, - - 70D8. 

Gore, - - 2297. 

llourko, - - 4200. 

Leader, - - 4410. 

Hamilton, - - 4512. 

Brett, - - 61C2. 

Twisleton, - - C951. 

O’Sliaughnessy, - 8087. 8133. 



Hstatu Electouates, proposed adoption of, 



J Stewart, - - 4770. 7002 . 

l_ Lneas, - - 049G. 



( taore, 

Evictions, onconragod by the present state of the law, and] Fairfield, - 

si2e of Electoral Divisions, ' Bourke, 

I Stewart, - 

not a necessary consequence of reducing the area off Gore, 

taxation, - - - - - - - Lai'com, 

likely to result hy lowering the £. 4 Clause, - - Gore 

rarely happen in Electoral Divisions when belonginff'l ^ . J , 

to one proprietor, - .... .j' Gnffitn, 



21G7. 

3430. 3073. 
4185. 

476G. 



8358. 

2104. 

2846. 2871. 



F. 



Famine, permanent legislation for the extmordinaiy circum-'i ^ 

stfinces of, not expedient, - - - - .J Gulsoii, 

— ■ — effect of, on the social state, - . . . 



- legislation for, impolitic, even if possible, - 

- from its continuance, to be dealt with as an excep- 

tional case, 



Nicholls, - 

expected agliravation of, in case of periodical failure! 

oftliopoMO, ------ Strzelecki, - 

,p, CiiABtus Guonon, Esquire, D.L., Evidence of, - - 



Stewart, - 
Strzelccki, - 
Nieholls, - 



FAiiniiN, Cajdain RiaiiAiii) Thomas, Poor Laiv Inspector,] 

Evidence ofj - 

I'lNANCi! Committees, forniatioii and mimber of, - - Burgoyno, - 



- 26G3. 

- 4734. 

- 8592. 

- 539G. 

- 643G. 

- 8590. 8644. 

- 3342 to 3701. 

- 6102 to 6443. 

- 8701. 



Brett, 
Crani|)ton, - 
I.ucas, 
Archer, 
Bewiey, 

... Lucas, 
inlmbitanls on flic const, . - , . Archer, 

■ — suggested participation in, by Government, ■ - Archer, 

limited prosecution of, from want of means, - Bcwloy 

Rinall vessels not adapted for, - - - - . Archer, 

. , likely to be highly remunerative, if protected by law, .Ai-oher, 



FisiiiiiiiEH, on the West Coast, vii.lucloss, from want of markets, | 
Quarrels caused by, and opiiosition given to, bv the I 



f Brett, 
Crampton, - 

Fish, price of, on tlieWestCoast, - - . . ..j Lucas, 

Archer, 

[ Bewiey, 

price of, for Workhouses, ..... Lucas, 

cstablislimcnt of a eui-ing-Iiouse for, by the Society of]_ 

causes of tlie disinclination to, as an article of food, - Bewiey, 



- 5180. 

- 0077. 

- 6541. 

- 8005. 9021. 
' 9493. 

* 6550. 

9010.9042. 

- 8979. 

■ 8983. 9041. 

- 9484. 

- 9029. 

« 9035. 



- 5182. 

- 0080. 

- 6547. 

- 8999. 

- 9505. 

- 6662. 
- 6541. 
• 9510. 



G. 

G,ttwAY, difficulty of engaging tenants for farms left unoccu-] p , 

pied, oven at i-eduoed rents, . . . .j ooiirtte, 

Reasons for apprehending increasing distress in the] p , 

coming summer, . - - - . .j 

its distressed condition, | Luc^^’ 

extent of Out-door Relief in, - - - - Lucm*"^ 

- — its amotint of debt, of Rate collected, and of expen-! -r 

dituTC, .... - - - - -J 

Seizure of the Workhouse goods, under execution, - Lucas, 

weekly consumption of Indian meal, - - - Lucas, 

(10.— Ind.) x3 



3871. 

3872.3890. 

4011. 

6500. 

4264. 

6446. 

6407. 

6477. 0608. 
6524. 
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GENERAL INDEX. 



Geaeril Heads. 



Niusc of Witness and Numlicr of Question. 



Galwat Union, population and workhouse accommoda-\ 
tion in, -J 

dissolution of the Board of Guardians in, 

better collection of Rate expected in, than last year, - 

consequences of the disproportionate size of, 

inefBciency of the Workhouse test in, since tlicl 

famine, - 



Glenties Union, compared with Dumfanaghy, - 

■ ■ ' supported almost entirely by gratuitous relief, - 

distressed condition of, and means of supporting i 

poor, 

amount of Out-door Relief in, - 

anticipated mortality in,- 

Gort Union, causes of abandonment of land in, - 
its distressed condition, ..... 



Gore, Colonel Francis Authur Knox, Evidence of, . 

Grass Lands, rent on, calculated differently from tillage, 
Griffith, Richard, Esquire, Valuator, Evidence of, . 
Guardians. See Boards of Guardians. 

Guison, Edward, Esquire, Poor Law Inspector, Evidence of, 



Martin, 


- 1938. 2559. 


Martin, 


- 1962. 


Martin, 


- 1959. 


Martin, 


- 2621. 


Martin, 


- 2500. 


Power, 


- 41.59. 


Griffitli, 


• 2829. 


Stewart, - 


> 4707. 


Strzelocki, - 


- 8i570. 


Otway, 


- 8809. 8820. 


Hamilton, - 


•• 440,3. 


Hamilton, > 


r 4405. 4588. 
’1 45,52. 


Twisleton, - 


- 7208. 


Otway, 


- 8881. 


Hamilton, - 


- 4540. 4035. 


Hamilton, - 


■ 4637. 


Bourke, 


- 3944. 


Bourke, 


- 4012. 


- 


- 2070 to 2317. 


Bourke, 


- 3080. 


- 


- 2771 to 2999. 


- - . 


/ 830 to 1170. 
■\2607 to 2771. 



Hamilton, John, Esquire, Evidence of, 



( Power, 

^hfield 
Bourke, ’ 
Twisleton, 
Archer, 



Holden, Mr. John, Guardian of Belfast Union, Evidence of, 

Hoimhos, siiimsted exemption of iiom Bates, in the case ofl . „ 

paid labourers, - 1 Pairfield, 

under half an acre for labourers recommended - \ Bourke, 

’ X Najior, 

HoniosTS oi O.nituitoit, order, issued for their obserrance, - Twilolon, 

Hons.s tojhat extent exempted nndertoWand valuation, - Griffith 

huble for Poor-rate rten occupied a. Police Stations, KiS, 

Hubiud, Captain Gxonox, Poor Law Inspector, Exidenec of, - 



iKKioniTion, increase of to this country, likely to be in pro- 1 
portion to Irish distress, ... * ■ 



( Kincaid, 
j Brett, 

>-j Nicholls, 
Twisleton, 
Otway, 
t Bewley. 

Incumbered Estates Act, causes of its limited operation Kennedy, 

’ \ Kincaid, • 

Leader, 
Brett, 
Crampton, 
Farren, 
Lucas, 
Clarke, 
Brett, 
Lucas, 
Brett, 
Crampton, 
Farren, 
Brett, 
Clarke, 



Indian Meal, chief support of the poorer class, . 

. vessels with, from America, receive cash in payment 
retummg with emigrants as freight, . ^ ^ 

for on, -door adnlts, price 

' preferred by_ the lower class to oatmeal and rve 

compared with potatoes, as an article of sustTnanoo, 



- 4dfl7 to 4724. 



- 313. 370. 

- 2578. 

- SCSI. 

- 4I8C. 

- C8G4. 

- 9217. 

- 9227 to 0403. 



- 8070. 



- 4134. 

- 8491. 

- 7173. 



- 2778. 

- 3277. 

‘ 1179 to 1487. 



> 3340. 

- 5277. 

- 5674. 
•• 7382. 



- 0541. 

- 2335. 

- 3290. 



- 4223, 

- 5010. 6300. 

■ 6909. 

- 0480. 

- 6620. 

■ 7691. 

- 5300. 6346. 

- 6630. 

- 6312. 

- 5980. 

- 6113. 

* 5330. 

• 7702. 
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GENERAL INDEX, 



Ucacral Ucadii. 



Name of Witness and Niimber of Qiics 



Insolvjjkt L.ATjnLORns, the greatest impccUment to liie pros- f ' " -^<58. 

perit^ of Ireland, ^ \ JBourke, - - 4183. 

I Leader, - - 4416. 

luELAwn, erroneously compared witli England as regards tlief ' ‘ 

Poor Law, ami the law generally, - . ."j Twislcton, - - G7C0. 

a profitahle _fi(dd for the Gmp]oyn.'r.i of capital, -^Griffith, . 2830.* 

complete ruin of, inevitable, incase ofeontinuanee of I ^ 

present state of things, - - . 'Jtway. - S947. 

Iiusii, contrasted with the French in Canada, after emigration, Strzelecki. - aooo. 
- - ■ alter emigration, not disiirignishahle in tlie second) c. i i •' 

generation from tlie Anglo-Saxon, - - otrzdecki - . seig. 



JuuiES, in case of breach of covenant, invariably find for thc\ Fairfield 
/ Leader, 



K. 

Kahturk Union, condition of, - - - - . . Leader, - - 4313. 4335. 

amount of Out-door Relief in, to an individual, - Leader, - - 4814. 4348. 

gradual deterioration of the land in, ... deader, - - 4334. 

—— cause of the destruction of cottagss in, - - - Leader, - - 4354! 

to u'liat extent outlay in, likely to be profitable, - Leader, - - 4373' 

causes of the want of outlay of capital, - - , Leader, - - 4375. 

•——— c£iKC of revision of valuation in, by the Guardians, fori , 
tl.oir olvn bonoiit, - - - - - 

employment of labourers in, - - - . . Leader, - - 4840. 

KiiM-H Union, difliculty of collecting the Rates in, - - Huband, - - 1468. 

Kku’ MA wni'ACTiuu?, total dceline of, on the coast of Con-1 

neinara ami Donegal, since the introduction of[> Martin, - - 2064 

bimlti, - . -J 

Kknmaiir Union, eftect on its condition by the Land Improve-1 -n • 

mautAol, - - - - - - - ^arfeld, - - 3814. 3018. 

amount of Hates struck and collected on the College 1 -c- • ^ , 

property i„, ' ‘ =»23. 3550. 

its condition in Oetohev 1848, and system of nianuge-1 t, 

minitat prcMcnl; piinmcdiii, j- Lriawee, - - 7661.7730. 

' Its debt and ])rospcclN u]i to next harvest - - - Clarke, - - 7744, 

KiiNNiiDv, Captain .Tohn Pm', Evidence of, - . . . ... 2317 to 2485. 

ICjiiiuY, Comity Rates in, tliongli hitlierto met, now difficult of) /-.i , 

oolkotion, . .“. . . . . .jOhrko, . . 7701. 

KiLitAiiNKY Union, its condition, and system of management) nre,r 

pin-sued in, ...... .j > ' ~ 

its fimmcca, - Clarke, - - 7565. 76G8. 

causes of the successful operation of the Poor Law| 

comparison of with Cahirciveen, .... Clarke, - - 7604. 

KitnAUNJTv, decrease in the number of visitors at, last year - Clarke, - - 7687.7640. 

Kilmallock Union, fluctuation of Out-door Relief in, - Power, - - 640.663. 

KiLnusii Union, condition of, ----- - Stewart, - - 4796. 

Kincaid, Josui'ii, Esquire, Land Agent, Evidence of - 2999 to 3342. 



L. 

I.iAnALMONDii;ui!, Captain Douolas, Evidence of, 



JjAiiorB, want of demand for, ... - - 

ofiect on the market for, in England, by too conf 

urea uiid absence of competition, - - - 

I diminished necessity for, .... 

liow afibcleJ by the use of machinery, 

Lauouk Hatk, objected to, - 

not objected to ttnaer restrictions, - - - 

(19. — Ind.) x4 
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Laboubehs, migration of, to England, an evil to botli conn- f I 
tries, 

proposed relief to, from the Poor-rate, in case ofl 

non-employment by the proprietor, * ■ -/ 

miration of, to particular districts for the sake of\ i 

Public Works, objected to, - - - - -j 

increasing pbysical ineapacity of, 

corapareo Tviih out-door paupers, 

progressively deteriorating condition of, - 

LiBOucHBRE Letter, estimated profit of works undertaken'] 

under, compared -witb ordinary works at tliepre-l Larcom, - 

sent time --.I 

■ operations under, in the Barony of Farney, 



Nsmo of Witncis niul Nmiiln'r of Qiieitina 



Huband, 

Nicholls, 



Kennedy, 
■ Kincaid, 
Bourlco, 
Boiirko, 



Land Improvement Act, class oflabourers employed under,/ 
and their rate of wages, - . . . 

■ operation of, beneficial only in case of a proprietor'f 

possessing an entire Electoral Division, - - J 

causes of its limited operation, - - 



Larcom, 

Bourko, 

Leader, 

Clarke, 

Hamilton, 

Brett, 



LAND: 

— causes of the frequent surrenders of, 



— unoccupied, how rated, 



- where_ improved, liable on re-valuation to be rated 
on improved value, and the consequences. 



Power, 

Lucas, 

I Power, 

L O’Shaughnessy, 
' Power, 

Gulson, 

Gore, 

Griffith, 
Kincaid, - 
Hamilton, - 
Lai'com, 

Otway, 
f Power, 

Martin, 
t Fairfield, - 



• not liable for Rates when not occupied, 

I l’'airfield, 

■ valueless in some districts from excess of population, / Senior, 

I Crampton, 

its complete exhaustion m the West from the loss ofi a • 
manure, - -- .....j ®emor, 

real value of, compared with Poor Law Valuation, f 

and its causes, .t Martin, 

L Bourke, 
f Martin, 

• unsaleable under indefinite yearly increase of Rates, -< Kincaid, 

* ^ I Hamilton, 

extent required for each family with cereal and po-l ^ , 

tato cultivation, - - . . . .‘r Griflitli, 



tato cultivation, - - . . . . 

- its cultivation in the West compared with the rest Oi i rr- 

Ireland, - - • - . . . .r Iviiicaid, 

- causes of the unwillingness to take, on the part off Kincaid 

English and Scotch farmers, < -r. . > 



causes of its abandonment by tenants, 



Brett, 

Fairfield, • 
Bourke, 
Hamilton, - 
Nicholls, - 
Farren, 
Stewart, - 
Strzelecki, - 
Bewley, 



t JUewiey, 

- when let for potato cultivation and con-acre, its rent! Fairfield 
excessive, and nominal only, - . . .y Leader ’ 



. . i,eauer, 

— proposed abolition of all technicalities affecting ital 

enure, ^ .} Fairfield, 

— increased i 

case 0 



6070. 

2443. 



4108. 42 

4302. 

4600. 

8304. 

8308. 

429J. 

4403. 

7000. 

4565. 

5164. 



• 351. 

■ 0682. 

471. 

8080. 

■ 434. 
lOfil. 

■ 2177. 

2948. 

3332. 

4509. 

8324. 

8000. 

I960. 

3.544. 

1650. 

0025. 

1723. 

2074. 

2487. 

8956. 

2485. 2501. 
3289. 

4513. 



3286. 

5034. 

3644. 

8823. 

4043. 4684. 
5463. 

6321. 

7049. 

8632. 

9624. 

3689. 

4432. 



• 

ised and ic^roved cultivation of, necessary in') 
e ot cereal food being substituted for potatoes, - j Clarke, 



LANDLORDS ; 

- wlien presumed to be occupiers, and liable for Rates 



Power, - 
Gore, 

Kincaid, - 
Bourke, 

Brett, 

Crampton, - 
Farren, 

Twialeton, - 
O’Sliauglinessy - 
Archer, 



3720. 



407. 554. 
2074. 

3260. 

4193. 

5140. 

5902. 6937. 
6384. 

0931. 

8080. 

0217. 
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Naiiii' uf aiid ftfiimlwi- of Question. 



LAN J)L( )R DS — coiuiitiwil. 



extent of tlieir liubilily for Itute, - 



Power, 
Giilsoii, 
Senior, 
Martin, 
Gore, 

Konnedy, - 
Griffith, . 
Kincaid, • 
Bourke, - 
Leader, 
llamiitoii, - 
Stewart, 
Crumpton, - 
Twisleton, - 
Clarke, 
Archer, 

... r Power, 

tlicir heavier taxation incase of lowcrintr of valuation,-^ Brett, 

[ Nicholls, - 
r Power, 

coranarutivc liability of, for Rate in Ensland and 

- - &!., : 

[ Twihleto!!, - 

sacrifices iniidc by, in ffiviiic back to tenants part ofi o • 

their r™t,- . . - - . .} Somor, - 



' Gore, 



tlicir limited control over their own property as) Fairfield, - 

compared witli Enjjland, - - - . ,'j Leader, 

I Archer, 

— — cases in which an inequality of taxation would bef Kennedy, - 
Just ami reasonahie, Fairfield, - 

to 1)0 held rcsnotiaible for the laches of their prcde-l rr , 

oia»or«, - - -I - 

' jjowurlcsK to prcvQiit pauperism where estates let onl Lg^der 

unable on the Wc-st Coast to pay iiicumbranccB orl rr -i. 

.[Hamilton,- - 

their interest in the tenant’s condition increased! i 

«,.« 1,1.0 fio.imo, J' ° Shough, lossy, ■ 

extent of their legal power over touants, - - - O’Shauglmessy, - 

(See Kates. Valuations.) 

Laucom, Captain TnoMAS Aiskew, R. E., Evidence of, - - ... 

Lkadkii, Nicholas, Esquire, Evidence of---- - - 



r 434.418. 4o6. 
"L 483. 511. 

- 1067. 

- 1787. 

- 1984. 

- 2074. 2182. 

' 2411. 

- 2798. 2925. 

- 3171. 3262. 

- 4117. 

- 4408. 

- 4544. 

- 4781, 

- 5888. o!»0«. 

- 6916. 7247. 

- 7783. 



450. 

4957. 

5583. 

503. 

1102. 

2182. 

5580. 

0916.7247. 

1592, 

2203. 

8727. 3743. 
4424. 

9183. 9219. 
2453. 

3363. 

2473. 

4424. 

4705. 

8145. 

8150. 



Lessohs, when liable for Rates of unoccupied land, 



f Power, 

I Kincaid, - 
{ Craiiipton, - 
I Farren, 

(_ O’Shaughnessy, - 
Fairfield, - 



- reasons for the non-rating of, - 

- proceeding's taken tmalnst by the Coraniissionei's, notl m • i . 

analogous mUltS law in England, - - Twhileln", 



Leases, dislike to, on the part of both landlord and tenant, - 



Senior, 
Kincaid, 

practically binding on landlord, but not on tenant, - Martin, 
for what term desirable, ------ Kincaid, 

covenanfa in, inoperative, . - . . . Leader, 

reduced condition of, - Brett, 

Letteukbnny Union, condition of, - - - - - Stewart, 

Linen Manufactuiie, gradual decay of, in the North, owing! 

to machinery, ’ 

Libtowel Union, effect of tlie Rates on the tenants in, - Fairfield, 
— — — Resolution of its Board of Guardians respecting their! 

present taxation, and Memorial to the Lord Lieu- 1 Fairfield, 
tenant, ...... j -j 

Lucas, William Hekby, Esquire, Temporary Poor Law! 

Inspector, Evidence of, - - • - -J 

(19.— Ind.) Y 



8164 to 8402. 
4308 to 4457 

343. 364. 400 
3001. 

5853. 

0378. 

8080. 

8677. 

- 7077. 

■ 1577- 1596. 

• 3235. 

- 2589. 

- 3225. 

• 4377. 

- 6124. 

- 4796. 

- 1563. 

- 3390. 

- 3503. 

- 6443 to 6703. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




GENERAL INDEX. 



M. 



Name of Witness and Number of Qiiealion, 



Magistrate, unable, in some districts, to attend Quarter! „ 

Sessions, from their embarrassments, - - .) 0 Shauglmessy, • 

Martin, Jasirs, Esquire, Evidence of, 



r 1920 to 2070. 
\2't8r>to2007. 



MAYO: 

- desertion of farms in, for the purpose of emigration, - Bourke, 

- difficulty of engaging tenants for farms left unoccupied,/ Bourke, 

even at reduced rents, . - - - - Brett, 

- landlords of, unable to pay up arrears of Rates, - Bourke, 

- amount of Out-door Relief in, - .... Bourke, 

-general depression amongst proprietors and tenants,! 

and depreciation of agricultural produce, - -/ ’ 

- inability of tenants to pay Rates and Taxes, - - Brett, 

- increasing extent of land thrown out of cultivation, -/ 



O’Shaughnessy, 

its complete insolvency, • Brett, 

causes of non-payment of Grand Jury Cess, and! -d . 

amount due, - - - • - - .j- isi ett, 

deterioratiou of the physical condition of its popu-! 

lation, and diminution of births and marriages, -J ’ 

incorrectness of its Poor Law Valuation, - - Brett, 

its inability to pay Rate in Aid, . . - . Brett, 

diminution of deposits in Savings Banks, - - Brett, 

numbers on the Rates in July 1848, ... Brett, 

— - — requirements necessary to raise it from its present! 

condition j viz. employment and capital, - -j 

proportionate diminution of Rates and of rents, - Brett, 

maximum Rate that might be levied in, - - - Brett, 

probable result of a 7 6 rf. Rate in, ... Brett, 

— — increase of pauperism by low prices, ... Brett, 

proposed Unions not commensurate with the addi-! „ .. 

tional burden, .j -Dretf, 

- — - — expected amount of rent, ..... Brett 

cases in which arrears, due upon tenements, could not] ’ 
have been paid, even if no rent were paid to the I Brett, 
landlord, - .- -- ...J 

— ■ proprietors, in some cases, willing to let lands tempo-! -r 

rarilv for Rates only, -.-.../ -“rett, 

' ■ ‘ - want of markets in the agricultural districts, - - Brett, 

disposition of proprietors to aid Government in rail-! _ 

way undertakings, -.-.../ Brett, 

amount of Poor-rate raised in 1848, and total Work - 1 „ 

house expenditm-e, - f Brett, 

its entire resources insufficient to support its pauper! 

population, - - - . . . .j Brett, 

periodical distress probable in case of resumed potato! -r, .. 

cultivation, Brett, 

result of experiments by the Society of Friends, • Brett, 

complete cessation of employment, - Brett, 

■■ annual sum expended for Indian meal, ... Brett, 

able-bodied population not excessive, - . . Twisleton, - 

arrears of County Cess, and remedy required for, - O’Shaughnessy,. 

what class of persons likely to become purchasers in,! /-.jc, , 

in case of sale of encumbered estates, - -J ^ ahaughnessy, - 

' Senior, 

Martin, 

Gulson, 

Kincaid, - 
Fairfield, - 
Bourke, 

Brett, 

Labalmondiere, - 
I Crampton, - 
Lucas, 

Twisleton, - 
Otway, 

off! 0 ,, Electoral Dmsione, more jael than Union/ - 

Rate m Aid, Stewart, - 

' [ Twisleton, - 

of assessment inexpedient, Gulson, 

can only he nominal, and therefore a fallacy, - . Gulson*^”’ ' 

0^ assessment, a bonus upon the.non-payment ofRate, Gnlson| - 1 

infixed, likely to be the minimum of Msessraent, -/ Clulson, - 

1 _ Otway, 



88G7. noif!. 

.^8«n. 1)012. 

4831. 

3040, 

42(54. 

f4SlS). 4808. 
t6C04. 

4823. r>131. 
/4824. 4864. 

8084. 

4843. 6135. 

- 4843. 4857. 

- 4887. 5234. 



Maximum Rate, desirable where practicable 



f5070. 6130. 
\6J41. 

6077. 5122. 
6070. 

6083. 

6100. 

5124. 



6142. 

5108. 

0101. 

3244. 



5260. 

6264. 

0270. 

5816, 

7446. 

8047. 

8116. 

1706. 

2492. 

2740. 

3217. 

3387. 3417. 
4018. 

4638. 

6740. 

6021. 6040. 
6683. 

7270. 7318. 
8910. 

2714. 

4770. 

7270. 

2741. 2761, 
4526, 

2740. 2758. 
2754. 

2766. 
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*■ SIS- Name 0/ WitBesa and Number of Question. 

Maximum Rati?, any necessity for, sufficient to create alarm/ Gulson, "I '0757 
amoijfTSt capitalists, Bourke, • . 380o! 

ti) wliiit amount desirable, . - . . , Twisleton - 

■ ' ■ ■ fiiwc of being insufficient, tlic State to furnisli/ , ’ 

nasistaitcc, - 



Twisleton, - 



7277. 7319. 
7867. 



r Power, 

Mortality, causes of its gradual increase in Workhouses -s Lucas, 

. L Clarke, 

cases of, amongst paupers on their way to the Work-1 ^ 

house, . ./ Lucas, 

■ ■ from starvation questionable, unless under Quarter./ 



ucre Clause, 



Twisleton, - 
*[, Otway, 

- Twisleton, - 



- caaiis of, from starvation, where parties liave been in1 , 

possession of money and land, - - - -J' 

- increase of, in prisons, O’Shaughnessy, - 

- presumed extent of, from the frequent exposure ofl 



corpses in the highways, &c., 



' 



MoiiTOAUKiis, taxation of, for distressed Unions, beneficial tol « 

theinsclvca as well as to the public, . . ./ Uore, 

Munstisk, over-poj)ulation and scarcity of employment in, - Huband, 

Muanooii, Thomas William Clinton, Esquire, Chairman ofl 

llic Laud and Emigration Commission, Evidence > - 
of, - - - ” . - . . ./ 



107. 

6516. 

7601. 



0072, 

6746. 6861. 
8852. 

CS63. 

8042. 

8671. 

2309. 

1363. 

0557 to 0661. 



N. 

Naphu, Jamus Lewnox William, Esquire, Evidence of, - . . . 

Navioations, necessity for, in combination with harbours, 1 t> 

&c., in the remote districts, - - - .]• - 



Nuwoastlh Union, case of administration of Out-door Relief/ 

witl.o«U<,ealaull,o,i.,, 1 fSS.’, 

- refusal of Commissioiicra to alter the Electoral Divi-1 m • i , 

slons of, / Twisleton, 

Nicholm, Geohoe, Esquire, Secretary to the Poor Law1 

Commission, Evidence ofi - - - - >/ ' 



0 . 

Occupation, resumption of, practicable, except in 
legal surrender, - - - - . 

1 opinion on tlie cessation of, - - . - 



case 0 



-f Power, 

'■\ Fairfield, - 
'[ Bourke, 

f Power, 
Twisleton, ■. 



• 8402 to 8510. 

- 8703. 

- 104. 

- 2361. 

- 7103. 

- 7142. 

- 5368 to 5701, 



- 330, 



- 302. 

- 6800. 



OCCUPIER: 



when liable for Rates, 



rated for all properties above £.4, in proportion with 
the landlord, - - - - - - -'j 



liable for former Rates, - 



to be made wholly liable for Rates, - 



(10. — Ino.) 



y2 



Power, 

Martin, 

Kincaid, - 
Farren, 
Twisleton, - 
O’Shaughnessy, • 
Power, 

Martin, 

Bourke, 

Nicholls, • 
Power, . 

Martin, 

Gore, 

Gulson, 

Kincaid, - 
Bourke, 

Brett, 

Farren, 

Twisleton, - 
Power, 

Gore, 

Bourke, 
Hamilton, - 
Stewart, 

Nicholls, - 
Twisleton, - 
Strzelecki, • 
Archer, 



403. 416. 
1068. 2499. 
8267. 

0886. 

0057. 



1984. 

3076. 

6682. 

650. 669. 698. 
1968. 2499. 
2207. 

2694. 

3269. 

3945. 

4862. 

G307. 

6914, 6986. 
666. 669. 
2188. 

4118. 

4541. 4679. 
4779. 7061. 
5583. 6612. 
7266. 

85X0. 

9175. 
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OCCUPIER — continued. 
tlie payment of rates by, essential to the working ofl ^ , 
the Poor Law in England, - - - . . J Gulson, 

enforcement of Rates from, easier tlian from lessors, Twislcton - 

(Sec Poor Liw'.) 

Opfe.vces, committal of, in Workhouses, for the purpose ofl pi , 
being sent to prison, - - ... .J Clarke, 

increase of, for the purpose of being transported, - O’Sliaugluicssy 

increase of, generally, Najier, 

OldcastiiB Union, condition of, &c., Naper, 

Ordnance Valuation, not a fair test of the value of land, J 

btewurt. 

Orphan Girls, to be sent out as emigrants at Union expense Lucas, 

O Shadqhnesst, Michael, Esquire, Assistant Barrister, Evi-1 

dence o^-' 

Otway, C^sar George, Esquire, Poor Law Inspector, Evi-\ 
dence of, - - . . . . .r' 



Name of Witness nml Nimilict of Question. 



108.1. 

69,'58. 



78252. 



OUT-DOOR RELIEF : 

- never administered in 25 Unions, - . . 

- gradual improvements in its administration, 



' *^7 women styling themselves 

Widows,” for the purpose of obtaining, 



* numbei'8 receiving, last year, 

— periods of its maximum and minimum amount, - 



Power, 

Power, 

Power, 

Gore, 

Fairfield, - 
Bourke, 

Brett, 

Labalmondiere, 
Farren, 

Lucas, 

^ Clai'ke, 
r Power, 

"t Twislcton, - 
- Power, 

-not contemplated on the first formation of Unions, -/ NicS, 

I Larcoin, 

' Guison, 
Huband, - 
Senior, 

Martin, 

Gore, 

Fairfield, - 
Bourke, 

Leader, 
Hamilton, - 
Stewart, - 
Brett, 

Nicholls, - 
Lalmimondiere, 
Farren, 

Clarke, 

Otway, 

Huband, - 
Gore, 

Fairfield, - 
Labalmondiere, 
f Senior, 

'I Twisleton, - 
Senior, 
r Senior, 

•| Stewart, 

L Twisleton, - 
Martin, 

Gore, 



- its demoralizing effect, - 



their o*n, 

- always granted when Workhouses are too M, . 

- Its amount at the present time in the North, 

- in cooked food preferable, and less liable to abuse, 



it, small tenants. 

tendency to disoigamae the In-door . 

" ■“ issued, in several l?nions nn *in., ’ 

“'"«<>•<■ the Commissionete on, in ',839,' ^ iS'on 

itB.necessityinsome.districts, ■ . f Bourke 

— Its effect on wages and employment •' ' 

. of Kepcte and opinions oi its i„, olio;, : 



- 80.81. 

- 85U8. 

- 8400. 8400- 

- 1097, 

- 4775. 

- (iC!)5. 

- 7880 to 815-1. 



12. 03. 

100. 124. 
151. 

2200. 

3040. 

4240. 

5055. 

5780. 

0161. 

6608. 

7720. 7870. 

6732. 

040. 

835. 

5473. 

8180. 

048. 2014. 
1350. 

1835. 

2030. 2052. 
2266. 

3048. 

4200. 

4310. 

4723. 

4731). 

6002. 

5459. 

5708. 

6152. 

f 7025. 7080. 

I 7854. 
8709. 8845. 
1251. 1272. 
2104. 

3601. 

5708. 

1495. 

6710. 

1497. 1537. 
1400. 1641. 
4786. 

6718. 

2056. 

2208. 



2619. 

5248. 

2666. 

3802. 

8865. 

4218. 

6510. 

4708. 

4740. 
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Name of Witness end 

OIir-l')OOI?, RELTKF-(a,«fiW.) 

JIH cm |iimi-,enwn and ciii|ilojnH)nt shown in llicl ^ 

(!!tsosul.l)<ni(!}ralan<lCliircj'Ofli)ecf.ivcly, . -j Stewart, - 

*ly I'f! (inhc.livo fora iimiiuuofijriJf continuance/ Nicholls, - 

o"t luicc'jmiry previous to tlic famine, - - . NiciioIIs, - 

to h(! [lermissivo in oortiiiu cases, - . . NicJioHa, - 

I I 1 I Otway, 

less (lanttermis wlicn Kivcii to the afretl ami infirmt tj- , „ 

than to the ablc-hoilied, - - . . .)■ Niclioils, - 

|''o''oihihlc to abuse in rrolatnl than in England, - Nicliolh, - 

Us^animnit in Englaml, in tS4tl, compared with| 

praelicahility of its (liscontinnance in case of rene%val I •„t- . .. 

of fertility, f Nicholls, - 

to the able-bodied can only be given by order of Com-i -.t- , „ 

niissioncra, - - rsicholla, - 

ailininistered in all Unions in England, to a certaini 



Number of Question. 



extent, - - . . ■,> Nicliolls, - 

!IS given in England, not parallel case with Ireland, - Nicholls, - 

■noro_l.=dtl,, ,l,an ,.™-ro-| 

wsdess employtneiit of the recipients of, - - - Crainpton, 

lircfcrred by puiiiiers to the Worklioiise, - - - Farren, 

its abases by reciiiients, J 

‘ \ Twisleton, - 

to he given to the impotent ]>oor in certain cases, J Twisleton, - 
but tliu Worlvlimise system preferable, - - -|_ Clarke, 

to the iible-hodiod, legal only in (tevtain cases, - - Twisleton, - 

its daily amount to each able-bodied not prcscribedt m • > .. 

byi^ Ciiimnissioncrs, - .... .j Iwisicton, - 

prm^tioally introduced by the X’ublic Worlcs andl ^ • i .. 

Relief Acts, - - ... - . Iwisleton, - 

its extinction, in sonic degree, pnicticubJe on Poor"! ,n • , , 

Uaw prineipics, - ... - . ./ fwisleton, - 

saliitiiry provisiun of the Law enabling (Juardians to\ Twisleton, - 

j Clarke, 

jirdorred by rural Guardians to In-door, - - Clarke, 

only justiliable for the preservation of life, - - Otway, 



5380. 

6393. 5540 
5397. 0511. 
8865. 

5397. 5407. 
5428. 

5471. 6547. 
5484. 



0094. 

6191. 

6676. 

6717. 

6709. 
7724. 

6710. 



7870. 

8009. 



P. 

Pai.mkuston, Viscount, ciTeot of emigration on the properly/ Kincaid, - 

”* 'I Brett, 

Pauphus, avorage inaintcnancc of, before jind since the no-l ti 

ttiM fuiliiro, - - ’ - - . - - 

■ -■ * practice of ascertaining their cbargcability, - - Power, 

{ Senior, 
Kincaid, - 
Clarke, 

( Senior, 
Kincaid, - 
Clarke, 
Naper, 
Otway, 

mode suggestea tor tlie alteration of tJie Jaw as f Senior, 

nigards their residence and cbargcability, - Fairfield, - 

llidr residence defined, Senior, 

effect on Unions by tlie existing Law of Residence, - Senior, 

numbers of, sent from England and Scotland to"! c • 

Belfast, from July 1847 to February 1840, - -J 

when chargeable on the Union, and their increase byl • a- n 

thepmentL™, - - - - - •'.j FairfieM, - 

imjii’ovcmont in the physical condition ofj after enter-J Bourke, 

lug the Workhouse, - - - - - -|_ Lucas, 

increased number of, to Unions by the Six Montlis’l o 

cta.0, Stewart, - 

profitable mode of temporary employment suggested Crampton, - 

eases of death amongst, owing to their distance froml t 

titc Workhouse, - - . -I - 

on removal from England, chargeable to the Union 1 tt' n 

whoro they land, . - - -] HoHen, - 

P.VOPEUISM. Sb(! DtSinEBS, 



r 3104.3160, 
‘1 3180. 

- 5007. 



- 244. 

- 1811. 

- 3ioe. 

- 7870. 

- 1813, 

- 3108. 

- 7870. 

- 8602. 

- 8797. 

- 1885. 

- 3403. 

- 1886. 
- 1888. 



- 1901; 

- 3439. 

- 4220. 

- 6619. 

- 4778. 

- 6091. 

- 8194. 

- 9376 



Pioa, great diminution of, - Clarke, - 7054. 

Poor Law, its more efficient adminislratjon, from the appoint-/ Power, - - 126. 

ment of Relieving Officers and Vice-Guardians, Gore, - - 2090 

(li). — I nd.) y3 
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Name of WltDGSs and Numbur of Question. 



Poor Law, its administration likely to be improved by fixing 
the liability for Rates on occupiers, - - ' 



its operation in distressed districts, 



Power, 
Gore, 
Hamilton, 
Stewart, 
Niciiolls, 
Twisleton, 
Strzclecki, 
Ai’cher, 
f Power, 

■< Martin, 

1 Holden, 

its taxation, witli its effect on employment andcul-f 
tivation, - - . ... . < Martin, 

Hamilton, 
f Power, 
Huband, 



— — proposed alterations in, - 
former abuses under, in England, 



i Gore, 

I r • •• • 



Fairfield, 
Gulson, 

ad^uate to the purpose intended previous to the! Fairfi'dd 

( Stewart,’ 

principles required for, Kenne^v’ 

project for removing the present pressure on, - - Kennedy,’ 

Gulson, 



- not applicable to a state of famine, 



interpretation of, in case of revision of Valuation 

— _ suggested alterations in ; viz. - . . , ’ , 

(1.) Individualizing responsibility. 

(2.) Acquaintance on the part of the administrative body 

■witli the circumstances of Applicants. 

(3.) Stringent application of Workhouse test. 

/ V , Workhouse accommodation. 

(5.) faxing all tenements, and payment of Rato bv 
occupier. •' 

its effect in Mayo, 

causes of ite beneficial operation in England, - 

pec^ar^difficulties attending its administration ini 

Poos Law CoMuissioi}EHs,tbelrrecommendation as to extent! 
Set I'ot reconcileable with| 



- have_ nower to sell lands for arrears of Rate under 
Irisli Jfoor Law, . 



Niciiolls, 

Farren, 

Lucas, 

Strzelccld, 

Boui'kc, 

Stewart, 



Brett, 

Nicholls, - 
• Twisleton, - 



Power, 




- 056. 009. 

- 2188. 

- 4541. 

- 4779. 7001. 
6583. 5012. 
7255. 

8510. 

9175. 

711. 

2032. 

9243. 

726. 

1969 

4482. 

774. 

1432. 

2193. 

3348. 

974. 2669. 
1934. 2030. 
8345. 

4726. 4732. 
6705. 

2324. 

2335. 

2620. 2662. 
f 5380. 6403. 
l_ 6537. 
6310. 

6571. 

8514. 8686. 
3857. 

4702 



5283. 

6670. 



availed themselves, as far as possible, of exktln«.T' 

buildings for Workhouses, • - . . Gulson, 



■ :f te stCd, -.a,. 



• lave poirer lo order rerision of Valuation 

"“fiet* »<■ improper making of{ 

■ in e'ertainj 

Poon taw^CoBmas.on Omon, Bublin, constitution of, 
»n„eni„„it,; 



566. 

1784. 

4200. 

4416. 

5168. 

5744. 

0960. 



009. 




7132. 7147. 
7164. 
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(Jcneral Hcails. 



Name of Witoess and Number gf Quertic 



{ Gore, 
Nidiolla - 
Twisleton, - 
Otway, 

UH misemcvoiis oncora aa re^rarus tiic aDie-DoUicd, - Gulson, 

— (Umiimlioii of mortality owing to, - - - - Fairfield - 

without external aid, incflectual for purposes cfl , ’ 

relief, .J Twialeton, - 



- 2274, 

f 6368, 6501. 
*1. 6544. 

- 6707. 6741. 

- 8fl51. 

- 2610. 2660. 

- 3554, 

- 0765. 



Poor Law Valuation, not a fair basis for a Rate in Aid orl 
Pi' 0 [ierty Tux, .j 

varies in sonic districts to tlic extent of 50 per cent., 

■ frequently above the actual value - . . 

its intention not apparently to lower unduly valuationl^ 

of occupying tenants, - - ... -J 

practice in case of holdings under f. 4, - . . 

in some districts according to fair letting value 

{See Valdations.) 



Popui.ATioN, its reduction in proportion to capital, necessary 



— causes of its diminution in distressed districts 



cannot be supported in certain districts on cereal food,^ 



causes of its excess on the sea coast, - . 

I excessive on estates let on long leases, - 

— increased by subdivision, . - . . 

hitherto greatest in most pauperised disti-icts - -| 

of England and Ireland, and their respective resources' 

comi)arcd> - 

- urgency for its diminution, 

singular and superstitious feeling amongst, 




Potatoes, probable consequences if abundant next year | 

determination to cultivate on tbe part of the people, 

— — their injurious effect on good land, and on the pay-1 
ment of rent, ■ - ■ - ' ~ ‘ . .'J 

influence exerted by a certain class to effect theirl 

cultivation, - * . \ ■ * '"I 

from tlicir uncertainty, in a series of years, not pro-) 
ductive of larger amount of rent than other culturej 

transition from to com cultivation, only to be effected! 

by emigration, - ------ 



(l 0 — Ind.) 



Griffith, - 
Stewart, 
Kincaid, - 
Kincaid, - 
Bourke, 
Brett, 

Kincaid, - 

Brett, 

Otway, 



Senior, 

Gore, 

Kincaid, - 
Bourke, 

Brett, 

Gore, 

Fairfield, - 
Bourke, - 
Leader, 
Hamilton, - 
Brett, 

Labalmondiere 

Farren, 

Lucas, 

Clarke, 

Naper, 

Otway, • 
Griffith, 
Fairfield, - 
Hamilton, - 
Twisleton, - 
Strzelccki, - 
Kincaid, 
Fairfield, - 
Stewart, 
Clarke, 
Otway, 
Fairfield, - 
Leader, 
Farren, 
Stewart, - 
Strzelecki, - 
Stewart, - 
Stewart, - 
Brett, 

NichoUa, • 
Naper, 
Strzelecki, - 

Senior, 
Bourke, 
Hamilton, - 
Stewart, - 
Gore, 

Twisleton, - 
Clarke, 
Fairfield, - 
Fairfield, « 
Fairfield, - 
Fairfield, • 
Bourke, 
Stewart, - 



2800, 2888. 
4775. 

3066. 

3070. 

3950 

4926. 

3088. 

4956. 

8963. 

1C63. 

2128. 

3180. 

8886. 

4876. 

2141. 

3618. 

3876. 

4370. 

4574. 

4870. 4990. 
5717. 

6831. 

6450. 

7498. 7786. 
8419. 

8836. 

2817. 

8410. 

4597. 4661. 
7443. 

8690. 

3189. 

349.3. 

4306. 

7010. 7712. 
8812. 

3730. 

4431. 

6847. 

4727. 

8581. 

4745. 

4748. 

5270. 

6672. 

8442. 8466. 
8628. 8635. 

1714. 

4172. 

4622. 

4749. 

2248. 

6836. 

7641. 7709. 
3561. 3598. 
3673. 

8576. 3693. 
8602. 

4282. 

4746. 
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PotATOES, tlie cause oi excessive population, 

unusual cheapness of, at Killarney, - - - . 

lavou3'al)ie opportunitj^ offered by the failure of, to 

tlie improvenient ot the social state, ~ • -j 

Power, Alfued, Esquire, Assistant Poor Law Coinmis-1 
sioner for Ireland, Evidence of) - - - -J 

Property Tax, more likely to be submitted to tliaii a Rate 
in Aid, - 



( Kincaid, 
•j Fairfield, 
[ Stewart, 
Clarke, 
Clarke, 



Gulsoi), 
Senior, 
Brett, 
Twislcton, 
Holden, 

- a more equitable mode of relieving distress than Rate/ Gulson, 

in Aid, - - - - - - . Fairfield, 

- if levied in Ireland, would defray cost of additionall ^ , 

Workhouses, Gulson, 

- adequate machinery for its collection, - - .J 

L Gnfntli, 

- imposition of, desirable for general, but not for Poorl • « , , 

Law purposes, - - / Fairfield, - 

estimated amount of, ----- - Stewart 

- Stewart, 

- Archer, 
r Power, 

Kincaid. - 



ami Nuiii[>sr of Qucetiun. 

- 3180. 

- 

- 4748. -4803. 

- 7571. 

- 7801. 



1154.31087. 

4008. 

7300. 

1)356. 



Property, estimated depreciation of, - 
defective state of the law of, - 

Public Property, its exemption from Rates, 

proposed mode of rating the rents derived from, 



2686. 

2881. 



7054. 

9154.9183 

774. 

3270. 

7810. 

790. 80S. 



con^truedon as to rating of, by the Court of Queen’s j Power, 



Bench, 

- rule in England as to its exemption 



7H1G. 

820. 



Public Works, abuses and demoralization under, and ) 
obstacles caused by, to the dne administration of/ 
the Poor Law, - ' 



- the result of, not commensurate with the outlay, 



■ beneficial in certain cases, - - . . 

relief under, not so economical, and more demora-l 
adTptedf^l - s-^tsequeiitly I Griffith, 

successful operations under, in Kerry, - . . Fairfield 

“"i'M'iegteetkeir benefit proportioned to tho COM, Brett' ’ 

their mischievous result in Mayo, - . . 

■ estimated benefit caused by to counties, - - La * 

under tlie present pressure, - - , . Laroom, 

' operation of the Act equal to what was anticipated, -/ Surooyne, 

if for relief only, an evil, ... ^ Archer, 

‘i^c’iltyofintJ’Qducing task-work under, - . Bu^goynJ’ 




3620. 

6212, 5240. 
6223. 



8658. 

9072. 
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Q. 

General Heads, 



QtrAiiTiiit-A.i;ni! Clausu, Bum-ndcr under, not valid, 



• not invariably inaiated on in England, - - . 

how diflering from the law in England under Himilar 

circumstances, - , 



— il3 operation, 



— relief to wife and children under, legal, but headofj 
the family punishable in case of wilful neglect, - 

its interpretation by llie Tralee Guardians, and theirl 

refusal to comply with Mr. Henn’s opinion, - J 
' ' too stringent in periods of famine, but its provisionsl 
necessary j 

under what circumstances surrender of, eompulsoryl 

by Relieving Officer - ... - -j 



Railways, employment caused by, in certain districts, audj 
their effect on Out-door Reliefi - - - 



in most districts would give return upon caj 



ultimately, - 
'n tfic I 



L)iital|^ 



' change in the law for tlieir protection necessary, 

— after construction, likely to cause absorption of labourl 

on other works, 

propositions for the establishment of, _ - - 

nnjinrtance of communication by, from Galway to1 

Dublin J 

Rats Rooks contain neither names of occupiers nor ofj 
lessors, 

inaccuracy of, and improvements suggested for, 

Rate-payers, liable for costs of legal proceedings taken fori 
recovery of Union debts - - - - -/ 

Rate in Aid, practically in force before the famine, 

J 



- ineffectual in the case of Cholesbury pariah 

- unjust, except as Property Tax, 

- sanctioned by the law in England, - 



- general disapproval of, and its probalile consequences 
if adopted, -------- 



if enforced, will practically be administered by 

Guardians, - - • - - 

(19. — Ind.) Z 
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Name of M'itoefs 



Power, 

Fairfield, - 

Power, 

Twisleton, - 

Power, 

Power, 

Martin, 

Fairfield, - 

Bourke, 

Hamilton, - 

Stewart, 

Brett, 

Farrell, 

Lucas, 

Twisleton, - 

Clarke, 

Archer, 

Power, 

Lucas, 

Twisleton, - 

Fairfield, - 

Twisleton, - 

Twisleton, - 



Power, 

Senior, 

Leader, 
Kennedy, - 
Brett, 

Kennedy, - 
Brett, 
Burgoyne, 
Bewley, 

Kincaid, - 
Farrcn, 
Twisleton, - 
O’Shaughnessy 

Bourke, 

Power, 

Power, 

Gulson, 

Senior, 

Gulson, 
Stewart, - 
Fairfield, - 
Brett, 

Gulson, 

Senior, 

' Gulson, 
Huband, - 
Senior, 

Gore, 

Griffith, - 
Bourke, - 
Hamilton, - 
Stewart, - 
Twisleton, - 
Otway, 
Holden, - 
Gulson, 



Numbei- of Qveation. 



- 311. 

- 362C. 

- 321. 

- 6857. 

- S29. 411. 

- 361. 

- 3678. 

- 3613. 

• 4J8C. 

• 4005. 

- 4807. 

- 4992. 

- 6170. 

- 6697. 

- 6861. 

- 7646. 

- 9316. 

- 366. 

- 6684. 

- 0664. 8875. 

- 3022. 

■ 6856. 6908. 

- 6887. 



- 66 . 

- 1507. 

• 4456. 

- 2352. 

- 6172.5201. 

- 2353. 

- 6204. 

- 8770. 

- 9501. 

- 3028. 

- 6253. 

- 7002. 

- 7919. 8068. 



- 4003. 

- 288. 

- 579. 

- 1142.2036. 

- 1648. 
fll38. 2616. 

■ 2760. 

- 4772. 7053. 

- 3705. 

- 4971. 

- 1130.2627. 

- 1748. 

• 1149.2687. 

■ 1478. 

f 1687. 1646. 
't. 1670. 

- 2091. 

- 2982. 

- 3987. 

- 4461. 

- 4773.7053. 
f 7320.7248. 

■\ 7338. 

- 8901.8066. 
f 0248. 9263. 

"I 0368. 

- 1170. 
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Name ©f Witness anil Number of Question. 



Hate Ais, inodes susgeeted in lieu of: 

( 1 .) Compelling aolvent Unions to pay up instalments of] 

Workhouse debt, already due for relief of the I Senior, 
insolvent, j 

(2.) Imposition of Income Tax, ' 

I Fairfield, - 

general observations and suggestions on, - - - Kennedy, - 

under what restrictions essential, - - . - Kennedy, - 

• difficulties attending the law of, in England, - - Gulson, 

itsapplicationintheConntiesDownandClarecompared Griffith, 

f Brett, 

its collection in some districts impossible, - J ^ 

I Holden, - 

if leyied by separate authority, less likely to interfere^ ., 

with the operation of the Poor Law . . .j Awisieton, - 

as levied in Scotland in 1783, not analceous to the! n. . . 

* — . - . r . _> Twisleton, - 



present case 

HATES : 

- practice as to outstanding arrears of, 

- arrears of, not included 

sidered 



Power, 



^ Martin, 

requirements, but con-1 

arrears of, leviable on Electoral Division only in whiclil Power 

they arise, j Martin, 

, . , . f Power, 

party taking new lease liable for arreai-s of, and the! Martin 

conseouences Kincaid, 



- how recoverable from lands in arrear. 



Twisleton, • 
Power, 

Senior, 

Gore, 

Kincaid, 
Bourke, 
Cranipton, 
Farren, 
Twisleton, • 
O’Shauglmessy 
Otway, 

Power, 



- power to excuse, in England, 

- comparative extent of exemption in England and! PowVr 

Ireknd, j Twisleton 

- exemptions from, inEngland rare, and how conducted, Power 

Power, 

- arrears of, in distressed districts, not excessive, 



where uncollected, remain an obligation oh the land, 



power of payment of, compared with England, 



' "" employment and, 



-amoimt collected in several Provinces durina the' 
year ending 29th September 1848, - . . 

™1 not by 



Cramptoa, 
Twisleton, 
Otivay, 

Archer, 

Power, 

Martin, 

Gore, 

Gulson, 

Bourke, 
Hamilton, 

Brett, 

Crampton, 
Farren, 

. Twisleton, 
Power, 

Power, 

Bourke, 

Leader, 

Hamilton, 

Brett, 

Nicholls, 
Labalmondiere, 
Crampton, 
Fai-ren, 

Lucas, 

Twisleton, 
O’Shanghnessy, - 
Naper, 

Otway, 

Archer, 

Bewley, 

Power, 

Gulson, 

Gore, 

Leader, 



- 1680. 

- 3708. 

• 2333.2462, 

- 233i). 

- 2060. 

- 2801. 

- 4974. 

/■ 9268. 928C. 
*1. 9303. 

• 7401. 



- 205. 

- 1008. 



- 307. 

- 1970. 

478. 

1008. 

8267. 

803C. 

488. S70. 
1787. 

2100. 

3023. 

4200. 

58o4. 

8080. 

0007. 

8074. 

8032. 

494. 

601. 520. 
6920. 

605. 

886, 676. flOl. 
6917. 

7303. 

8900. 

0009. 

648. 503. 

1063. 2000. 
2297. 

2694. 

8946. 

4685. 

4869. 

5915. 

0367. 

6914. 

607. 

731, 

3945. 3889. 
4310. 

4482. 4513. 
4835. 6033. 
6467. 

5788. 

6014. 6047. 
6352. 



8908. 

9221. 



1093. 

2182. 

4452. 
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Name of Witness and Numlier of Question. 



RATES — conthmed. 

on tenomeiits under £. 4, to be thrown on landlord - ( 

imisl he paid by landlord, even in case of nonpayment^ ( 

of rent, - 

■ bettor |)iiid in Ulster than in England, - - - g 

mode of recovery nnder English and Irish Poor LawJ ? 

not similar, j 

exemption from, recommended for a fixed period, in'! , 

case of an improved property, - - - -j 

their efTcet on rent and cultivation, - - - j 

arrears of, greatest on mountain districts, - - I 

' proportion of, paid by tenant, about the same an in\ , 

England, --------j’ 

for the maintenance of the poor, to be levied on all\ ^ 

property in an Electoral Division, " * */ 

effect on parties exempted from, - - - j 

. — ■ not more difficult of collection, on small tenements , 1 ^ 
than the County Cess, - - - - -J 

I I 

impolicy of remitting arrears of, - - - 5 

though equal in amount, heavier in Ireland than io\ ^ 

England, - -- -- -- -J 

reasons why they were divided between landlord and\ j 

occupier on the introduction of the Poor Law, - f 

for tenements under certain value in England, occa-l j 

sionally paid by landlord, - - - - - j 

frauds practised to escape payment of, •• - - I 

causes of diminished ability to pay, - - S 

on Electoral Divisions in towns not so heavy as oa\ 5 

Rural Divisions, - - - - - -j *■ 

when payable by occupier as in England, preferable 1 „ 

to tlie mode in Ireland, - - - - -J 

{See Poon Law. OcouriEns. Maximum.) 

Relief, receipt of, in England, does not divest person of hiB\ ^ 
property, but recoverable if by loan, - - “J 

can only be given to the able-bodied when destitute, g 

f ( 

in case of emergency, to be met by Treasury Grant,) j 

and taxation to be assimilated to England, - -1 c 

u 

■ .. . ... administration of, in case of famine, to be kept dis-l 

tinct from ordinary administration of the PoorJ- ( 
Law, 

to he confined to the Workhouse, except in case off I 

general destitution, - - - - - 1 . I 

■ . I in raw food least expensive, .... - I 

— in cooked food least liable to abuse, - - j 



guggested publication of the names of the recipients) ^ 

Relief Fund, injudicious outlay of, ‘ 

its demoralizing effects, 

Rislief Committees, composition and operation of, - ^ 

numbers receiving rations under, - - - - ] 

Removal, Law of, as regards Irish paupers, and remedy) ^ 
proposed for, - - - _ - - - •} 

of English different from that of Irish paupers, - 5 

Relietinq Officees, control of, by Boards of Guardians oh- f 1 

jeetedto, * I J 

their districts occasionally too extensive, - - ^ 

useful for administration of In-door Relief, - - i 

-their duties and average .salary, - - - -'ll 



1096. 1113. 

1102. 

2182. 

1606. 1G38. 
1788. 

2694. 

4200. 



6293. 

6927. 6942. 
7060. 



1874. 

/2618. 2651. 
\ 2077. 

8713. 

4771, 

7367. 7395. 



(19.— InD.) 
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GeoCTil Heads. Name of Witncsa and 

Relieving Opeicehs, have power to grant provisional relief,/ 

&c. in cases of urgency, - - - - - Cram^ton 

f Power, 

more efBcient of late than when first appointed, «•! Farren, 

[ Lucas, 

cases of removals of, from incompetency, - - Power, 

have particular duties assigned to them byl -p 

Commissioners, .r -^ower, 

• their conduct inquired into before dismissal, - - Power, 

when dismissed, Vice-guardians may appoint, - - Power, 

proposed appointment of, with small salaries, - - Power, 

their necessity in eacli Union, - - . . Power 

their extended powers compared with those ofl 

Wardens, > Power, 

— — liable to favouritism and corruption, - . Martin, 

, only necessary in case of sealed Order, - - . ^ Stewart, 

-—impositions practised on, Lnbaimondiere, - 

have power to compel surrender of land on crantino-7 

relief, - . - . . . , Twisleton, - 

Rescues, causes of, - - . /-pc, , 

’ ■ - tj ahaughnessy, - 

Re-valua«o.v, distinguished from Revision of Valuation, ./Power, - 

’ L Nicholls, - 

Revision of V aluation, cost of, to Unions, - - - . Brett 

Rivers Act, operations under, ----_./ Griffith, 

L Burgoyne, - 

Rundale System, explained, Gore, 

gradual extinction of, - . 

Rye, consumed in the Poor-houses chiefly supplied froml x, 

Kiissia - j* Brett, 

cultivation of, recommended on waste and bog land, | 

possesses greater amount of nutriment than Indian! x 
“oai Lucas, 

Roscommon, its condition, ..... J Kincaid, - 

““ftenautsthreateningtosurrendertheirfarms,'- IS, - 

S. 

ScARiFF Union, rates and requirements in, - . Power, 

- - App™!.' ■ 

- ’ Griffith, - 

Senior, EnwAun, Esquire, Poor Law Inspector, Evidence of, - - . , 

of, J : ; 

I Hamilton, - 

'“fo'-MngcIimitorsiiraonlhs, . I Stewart, - . 

period ofsixmoaths objected to, - . . ' ' 

objectiom to a kw of, detailed, . f ' 

’ ■ ■< Clarke, 

practical effect of, in England. - ^ * 

— dehmtion ° ’ ' * ■ Nicholls, - 

r Kincaid, - 

.heep-steaung. mcrease of, in the South and West - -| Sj’ 

Stewart, - 

cbicfly committed by squatter*, . ' 

■ * - Waper, 



Number of Qneglion, 



230. 

2.060. 

0077. 

193. 

6173. 

6462. 

100 . 

6177. 

202 . 



234. 

238. 247. 

2043. 

9208. 

4780. 

0768. 



2950. 

8748. 

2130. 

8904. 



6537. 

3177. 3216. 
3860. 

3201. 



260. 568. 

761. 4743. 

0807. 

1487 to 1929. 
2169. 

2336. 2427. 
3443. 

4491. 

4770. 

2427. 2484. 
3446. 

5668. 6678. 
7826. 

9887. 

5662. 5681. 
7825. 

9864. 



3207. 

3894. 

4315. 

4742. 

8499. 

8.600. 
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(leiu fftl Il eaJa. Nameof Witness and Number of Question. 

Sociiri'Y 01 ' PrtiENns, oxperimoiiLs of, in Mayo, explained, andl Brett, - - 5264. 

tJieir resitlt, Bewley, - - 9447. 0474. 

fniiouut and nature of assistance given by, • - Strzeleeld, - - 8558. 

, •' 1 Bewley, • . 9418 . 943‘> 

Iirocmlings taken by tlie Committee of, for the relief 1 . 

of distress, | Bewley, - - 0410. 9445. 

difilciiltics encountered by, in tlte administration ofl , 

relief, j- Bewley, - - 9411. 9440. 

nature of relief sent to, from America, . ~ , Bewley, - - 9439 . 9513 . 

cause of the result not being erpial to the anticipation, "I t, 

e.\cept in the case of Lord Wallscourt, - .j- Bewley, - - 9442.9498. 

rofiort of the Committee of, - - - - . Bewley, - - 9530 

Address to the Public from the Relief Association, - Bewley^ - - 9530 . 

Si'ADE lIusnANnnv, expense of, and increased crops by, - Naper, - - 8428 . 

Suiuri'ERa, abject condition oij on bog land, - - - Hamilton, - - 4017. 

Stkwawt, John VANDEtEun, Esquire. Evidence of. - ' ' ' ' ^724 to 4810. 

L * - - - 70-^7 to 7063. 

STii'ENDiAnY Magistrates, addition of, necessary, - - Archer, - - 9164 . 

Strzki.kcki, Count, Evidence of, ...... ... 8510 to 8653 . 

SuniiiviaiON, carried to the greatest extent in Lurgan Union, Senior, - - 1546. 

in Uister. oansed by the manufacture of linen, - Senior, - - 1653. 

its evils likely to be increased by exemption fromf Gore, - - 2198. 

Rates, - Bourke, - - 4132. 4146. 

most mhmte on the soa-coast, ..... Griffith, - - 2823 . 

eiicouiugemont given to, by middlemen, ... Griffltli, - - 2824. 

prolitablo to middlemen only, ..... Fairfield, - - 3357. 

tlie cause of increased population, .... Leader, - - 4431. 

detailed extent of, and its di.sastrouH effects, - Stewart, • - 4730.4803. 

stimulus given to, by exempting tenements under £, 4, Stewart, - - 4733. 

Siini.KTTiNQ, ejectment or notice to emit, the only modes ofl rr. •, 

l/reraiting, - - - - - - -/ Kmoiiid, - - 3333. 3251. 

SuPEiiitm CoiinTS, expense of proceedinffs in, against imme-f 
di.telc.Bopi - - . ^ 

l_ O Shduglmessy, - 7903. 

reasons for the preference given to, by landlords inf t* • ft 1 1 

ejectment cases j- rairneiu, - - 3738. 

proceedings in, for reeovpry of rates discouraged by! 

Commissioners, j /u-o. fo/o. 

SwiNEFOUD Union, distressed condition of, - ... Bourke, - - 4104. 

T. 

Taule showing the amount of building loan, net value of) p i 
rateable property, &c. for each Union, - - - 

showing the inequality of Townland and Poor-lawl » 

Val, ration, - - . . . . . .[ Appendix. 

sliowitig the numbers on Out-door Relief in Glentiesl 

Union, from December 1347 to March 1848,1 tt -if 

and corresponding period, under late and present f • • 4/23. 

Boards, &c. -I 

showing the Rate made in Donegal Union, Novem-j tt -i. 

ber 1848 - - - -J 

showing the total expenditure in Glenties Union,! -rj^ ... 

during the year ending 29th September 1848, -J mi ton, - - 4723. 

showing the expenses of Union officials under Vice-\ 

Guardians, .......j uo- 

— ' — showing the number of applicants for relief, from] 

November 1847 to September 1848, in Castlebar >• Parren, - - 0188. 

Union, J 

the same, during tlie half-year ended 25th Marchl p » 

1849 , J -farren, - - 6183. 

showing the difference in favour of Out-door Relief, | 

in 1848, compared with the expenditure under the I Farren, - - 6314. 

Public Works Act in 1847, . . . .J 

showing the number of Unions and Electoral Divi-i 

sions in which a Union and National Rate in Aid I 

would be required in cose of6s. and 7*. maximum f ’ ' ' 

being fixed, J 

showing estimate of liabilities of some of llic distressed j 

Unions, and the adequacy of the proposed Rate in I Stewart, - - 7049. 

Aid, J 

(19.— Ind.) z3 
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Table showing the collection and expenses of each Union ofl 
each month ending 31st March 1849, kc-, - 

showing net del)t8 or net credits ; also amount of Poor' 

rate uncollected at the close of March in tlic years 

1848 and 1349, 

- sho^ving the old Unions which will be reduced in’ 

extent by the establishment of those proposed, &c., 

showing the average size of the Electoral Divisions’ 

in each Union in Ireland, 

showing the proportion of paupers charged on the" 

Unions at large during six montlily periods, &e., - 

showing the grants made to various Unions, from* 

October 1847 to October 1848, - - - - 

■ ' ■ - showing the number of persons sent to Belfast from 
England and Scotland, from July 1847 to March 

184C, , 

— - showing the expenditure of certain Unions during tliel 

years ending 29th September 1846 and 1847, -/ 

showing the Poor Law Unions in Ireland, in whlclij 

Out-door Relief is given to able-bodied men, &c., 

showing the probable expenses and collection during 

the half-year ending 39th September 1849, of .32 
Unions, ..... 

Taxation of England and Ireland compared, - 
undue Mvority of, on the agricultural interests of Ire-1 



Name of Witneas aa<I Niioibcr of Qiicsticm. 



iuue sevumy oi, on uie agncuil 
land compai'ed with England, 

— — on towns, as separate electorates, considered, 
Templbuoylb, result of the Agricultural School in, 
Tenant-Right, its present and former value, ... 
•' can be left by occupier by bequest, - . - - 

its fluctuation in value, - 

Tenants, extent of security to be given to, for the eucou-' 
ragement of improvements, - 
■ ' ' debasement of, by small landlords, - 

liable for rates when holding under lease, 

Townlands, not applicable for purposes of rating, 

in no case to be divided for purposes of rating, 

— average area of, . 

where detached, to be combined in one area of taxa-1 

tion, - . - . . . . 

boundaries of, to be adhered to, - . . . 

Tualee Union, condition of, previous to its division - 
— — its capability in case of pressure .... 

Tium Union, Board of Guardians of, dissolved by Com-1 
missionere, - - - . . _ _ 

efficacy of the Workhouse test in, - - . . 

' su^ose^rrasons of its Guardians wishing to give Out-l 

its ^imshed expenditure since the appointniMt ofl 

Vice-Guardians,. - - - . . 



Twisleton, - 
Twisicton, - 
Larcom, 
Larcora, 
Larcom, 
Strzelecki - 
Holden, 
Twisleton, - 
Twisleton, - 
Twisleton, - 

Stewart, 

Stewart^ 

Larcom, 

Bewley, 

Senior, 

Otway, 

Senior, 

Senior, 

Kincaid, • 

Fairfield, - 
Fairfield, - 
Crampton, - 
Gulson, 
Griffith, 
Stewart, 
Larcom, - 
Naper, 
Kennedy, - 
Martin, 
Stewart, 
Larcom, - 

Fairfield, - 
Fairfield, • 

Huband, - 
Huband, » 
Huband, - 
Huband, > 



Twisleton, The Honourable Edward Turner Boyd, Poor 
Law Commissioner, Evidence of, 

Turnips, frequent robberies of, - | 

oDlj reson^e of ®a lowest class in some distrietsf 

during the past year J, 

increased price of, owing to the famine, - - . ^ 

a more certain crop than potatoes, » - - , 

Toam Union, condition of, . , . , 

amount of Out-door Relief, 1 ' ' 

Tmcm, thefumm in 1346, as dactibed by Sismondi,! 

not to be compared to that of 1847, in Ireland, 
Tyrawley Barony distressed condition of, - 



Leader, 

Naper, 

Leader, 
Hamilton, - 
Crampton, - 
Leader, 
Crampton, - 

Labalmondiere, 

Lucas, 

Strzelecki, - 



7188. 

7188. 



- 8202. 
- 8344. 



- D404. 

- 9404. 

- 0404. 

- 7063. 

- 7056. 

- 8343. 

• 0480. 

- 1.558. 1(100 

- 8840. 

- 1571. 

- 1573. 

- 3329. 

- 3720.3748. 



- 104D. 

- 2830. 

• 4767. 

- 8278. 

- 8509. 

- 3393. 

- 2513. 

- 7062. 

- 831.5. 

- 3470. 

- 3661. 

r 1186.1280. 

i 1362. 

• 1180. 

- 1249.1286. 

- 1370. 

6703 to 7047. 
7063 to 7488. 
9404 to 9407. 
4314. 

8549. 

4324. 



- Bourkc, 



8671. 

4177. 
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Gcnornl irwda. 

Ukstuti, more jndicious administration of ilia law in, tlian in'! „ 

the Soutli and West, f Power, 

( Power, 
Gabon, 

r. • 

Senior, 

Bourke, 

Lai-com, 

Unioks, in wJiieli no Out-door Relief has been administered! p 

amount to 25 in number - ... -J Power, 

net annual value of, not a criterion of amount of! r, 
llislrcsa, .j- ro'™'-. 



Name of Witness and Number of Que 



/ 837. 848. 

■| 2733. 

• ' 1615. 

- 4039. 

- 8256. 

> 12. 43. 03. 



- in which Out-door Relief has been discontinued. 



different orders for, under sec. ; 

caused thereby, - 



and impositions. 



in which Vice-Guardians are now acting, 

liable for arrears of Rate, - 

statement of where equal Rates have been made, 

instruction issued for, on their first formation, - 

causes of their being restricted as to number, - 

principles observed on their formation, - 

their comparative size in different provinces, - 



- in case of subdivision, now Workhouses essential. 



— incapable of furnishing funds for building now Work-^ 

houses, 

— in case of subdivision, might use same Workhouse in I pairfield 

common, so far as regards coat, ' 



Power, 

Power, 

Labalmondlere, 
Lucas, 
Twisleton, • 
Clarke, ■ 
Otway, 

Power, 

Power, 
Twisleton, - 
Power, 

Gulson, 

Gulson, 

Gulson, 
Bourke, 
Nicholls - 
Gulson, 
Huband, - 
|_ Senior, 

Power, 

Gulson, 

Martin, 
Fairfield, - 
Bourke, 
Twisleton, - 
Clarke, 

Lai'coin, 
Strzelecki, - 
Otway, 

Martin, 
Fairfield, - 
Crampton, 
Clarke, 



■{i 



Bourke, - 
Nicholls, - 
Lucas, 
Twisleton, - 
Twisleton, - 



regards 

facilities for fraud in proportion to their extent, 

best administered when consisting of small number of! 

large parishes, -J 

their size in some districts an obstacle to the proper'^ 

administration of the law, - - - 

. . ,, — case of writs issued against, " " " 

— — . . reasons for not making them areas of taxation, 

cases in which funds have been advanced to,\ 

withoutthe dissolution ofthe Boards of Guardians,/ ’ 

principles to be observed in case of their reduction, • Clarke, 

.. reduced area of, in the South and West, necessary, . 

■ ■ — in which Out-door Relief is given under first limita-'/ 

tion of sealed Order, ’ 

UhionRate, how differing from Poundage Rate on Electoral/ Power, 
Divisions, - - - - "i- Senior, 

if levied, not to be levied in conjunction witli Elec-1 

toral Division Rate, -.----/ ’ 

_ , — ita probable effect on improving proprietors, - - Gulson, 

- reasons for objecting to, ..... Twisleton, - 

impossible of collection in certain Unions, - - Twjsleton, - 

— likely to be a remedy in certain Unions only, - - Twisleton, - 



137. 

141. 

5768. 



7725. 

8793. 

230. 

539. 

7202. 

763. 

834. 

840. 

1043. 

4042. 

6691. 

1173. 

1302. 

1614. 

700. 

1120. 1131. 
2652. 

3402. 

4025. 

7422. 

7845. 

8200. 

8617. 

8863. 

2551. 

3499. 

5940. 

7843. 

3600. 

4054. 

6432. 6C89. 



0821. 

7226. 



7825. 

8186. 

8512. 



- 267. 

- 1631. 
• 2617. 

- 2713. 

- 7222. 

- 7233. 

■ 7263. 



V. 

Vaqrakts, demands made by, for relief for the purpose of! 

being committed to prison, . . . ./ ’ 

(See Offekces.) 

(19. — Ind.) z 4 
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VALUATIONS : 

. .• want of uniformity of, in Unions and Eieotorat Divi-^ 
sions, - - - I 



■ ■ complaints of the unfairness of, 



effect on the Hates payable by Landlords, by the] 
diminution of, - 



I 



of Poor Law, and of Mr. Griffitli, compared, - 



— — of Mr. Griffith explained, and how fur applicable] 
to Poor Rates, 

tlieir present mode of revision objectionable, 

■ occasionally made from repoi't only, ... 

comparative payment on, in England and Ireland, - 



imperfect, for any general purpose, - - - 

of townlands, intended for purposes of County Assess- f 

ment, and not with reference to the Poor Law, -1 

of tenements for Poor Law purposes and its basis, 

■ of townlands, from 20 to 25 per cent, under that of^ 

tenements, - 

of CounQr Rate and Poor Rate, miglit be combined,"] 
as in England, without alteration of the law, - f 
' compared with area and population in different! 

localities, - - - . . . . ,r 



compared with real letting value, - - - 

— — — required by law to be made according to reasonable f 
letting value, and not according to temporary cir--: 

cumstances, - - | 

— — deductions from, consequent on potato failure, - 



— deductions from, on account of Poor Rate, - 

general revision of, by order of Poor Law Commis-'l 

sionera, - -......r 

“—revision by order of Poor Law Commissioners, different "1 
m pi-actice in Unions under Elected and Vice- 1 
Guardians, - - . . . . 

fairly made, and more equable than ini 

England, • - . . . . . _ I- 

■ their constant correction necessary, - - - . 

alteration in, necessary in case of imposing a maxi-1 

mum Rate, 



. Directions issued to, by Cominisaioners - -j 

value rateable tenements at letting value,' 
auujecc to deductions - - . . “ . ’ 



Name of Witiiass and Niiiiilicr of (iiicitiun. 



Power, 
Nicbolls, - 
Twifilctoii, - 
Lurcom, 
IJ.oldcu, 
Powei-, - 
Giilson, 
Martin, 
Kuimedy, - 
Bourke, 

• Brett, 
J’ower, 
Gulson, 
lluband, - 
Martin, 
Gore, 

Kennedy, - 

Griffith, 

Bourke, 

Hamilton, - 

Brett, 

Power, 

Senior, 

Martin, 

Gore, 

Griffitli, 

Kincaid, - 

Bourke, 

Brett, 

Holden, 

Power, 

Martin, 

Griffith, 

Kincaid, - 

Brett, 

GuIkoii, 

Martin, 

Martin, 

Gulson, 

Hamilton, » 

Stewart, 

Griffitli, 

Brett, 

Griffith, 

Nicholls, - 

Griffith, 

Griffith, 

Griffith, 

Griffith, 

Hamilton, - 

Crampton, - 

Griffith, 

Kincaid, - 

Nicholls, - 

Griffith, 

Griffith, 

Kincaid, - 

Stewart, 

Kincaid, - 

Kincaid, - 

Nicholls, - 
Nicliolls, - 
Twisleton, - 

Power, 
Nicliolls, - 
Twisleton, - 

Power, 



- 5.1. 

- 5052. 

- 0i)7(). 

- K17(l. 

- 

- 1 2(5. 

- HIS!). 

- lilHO. 

- 21(l!l. 

- 3H15. 

- -li)4‘). 

- 44(1. 

- 1(174. 

- 12.05. 

- 

- 207(5. 21S2. 

- 2411. 

- 271)7. 

- 401).',. 

- 4544. 

- 41)57. 

- 4.10. 45o. 

- 1777. 

- I!)7IJ. 

- 2077. 

- 2707. 

- 10(57. 

- 411(5. ’ 

- 41)18. 

- IKiOl. 

- 0(5:5. 

- 11)07. 

- 2774. 

- .1077. :i()70. 

- 41)17. 4!)Cr.. 

- lOKO. 

- 202K. 

- 2004. 

- 2744. 

- 45.11. 

- 4775. 

- 2775. 20:)7. 

- 401«. 

- 2777. 

- 5501). 

- 2781. 

- 2780. 

- 2811. 

- 281)6. 

- 4613. 

- 5804. 

- 2001 . 

' .1050. 

- 5600. 

' 2017. 

' 2921. 

- 3088. 3078. 

- 4743. 

- 3002. 



“ 3005. 



- 0591. 5846. 

- 5604. 

- 7283. 7336. 

- 442. 

- 5645. 

' 6070. 

- 462, 
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Vai.uatoiw, frequently incompetent to perform tlieir duties, - 



tlieir favourititim towanls cottiers, .... 

may bo displaced by Commissioners in case of incom- 

pcteiicy, - 

— — scale of remuneration to, too low to ensure a com- 
jictent class, 

when appointed by Guardians, objected to - - 

V r.NTnY, Lord, estate of, described, - • . . - 

VicE-GuAnniANs, no Union Rate under, . . . . 

■■ their position with the Poor Law Commissioners, -j 

— their efficiency compared with elected Boards,- -j 

their powers of making Rates, - - - - . 

not necessary in Ulstei-, in lieu of elected Boards, 

their assistance where most requisite, * ' "i 



protection, 

- disapproval of their appointment, 

- impositions practised on, ..... Brett, 

- responsible for tiic death of a pauper, when turned') 

out of the Workhouse, - - . . .j 

- have no power to avail themselves of information^ 

possessed by the police, for detecting abuses ofi 
relief, - -•-....J 

- possess merely discretionary power of taxation, sub-1 

ject to responsibility to tlio Commissioners, - -J 

- cases of removal for misappropriation, - - - 

- fallacy^ of supposing their management of Unions to] 

be inferior to ihat of elected Boards, from thel 
number of paupers relieved, - . . -J 

f Twisleton, 
- Clarke, 

[ Strzelocki 

- the preper administrators of relief given from cx-l 

ternal means, - - - - - - .j 



Name of Witness ami Number of Questiou, 


Martin, 
Kennedy, - 


■ 1980. 2004. 


• 2414. 


Kincaid, - 


- 3058. 3089. 


Bourke, 


- 4100. 


Nicholls, 


- 6648. 


Martin 


- 1983. 2025. 


1 Kennedy, - 


- 2417. 


1 Kincaid, - 


- 3090. 


r Leader, 

J Hamilton, - 


- 4446. 


- 4634. 


(. Stewart, 


- 4781. 


Fairfield, - 


f 3300. 3540. 
‘1 3562. 


Power, 


- 253. 


f Power, 


- 380. 


L Twisleton, - 


- 6758. 


I' Power, 


- 045. 


1 Huband, - 


- 1387. 


Gore, 


- 2090. 


L Fairfield, - 


- 3638. 


Power, 


- 719. 


Senior, 


- 1G7.3. 


r Fairfield, - 


- 3744. 


1 Crampton, - 


- 6949. 


j- Bourke, 


- 3827. 


Stewart, 


- 4782. 



- tlieir appointment in distressed districts defended, 



Labalmondicrc, 

Fairen, 

Twisleton, - 
Twisleton, - 
Twisleton, - 



• Twisleton, - 



Waoes, to be kept separate from relief, 



w. 

I Huband, - 
Senior, 
Kennedy, - 
Martin, 

Bourke, 
Nicliolls, - 
Larcom, 

disposition to work for, greater since 1845, - - Gore, 

instance of their being preferred to Out-door Belief, - Gore, 

r Bourke, - 

amount of, under tlie Land Improvement Act, - -i Leader, 

[ Clarke, 

rate of, compared with England, - Twisleton, - 

Waiveh, definition of, ....... Leader, 

Waste Land, cultivation of, of primary importance, where"]./-, 

haWore fertile, - - G-ore, 

how valued, - - - - - Kincaid, - 

. . . ^ c f Kincaid, - 

increMing of, | 0'Stougho.sBy, 

_____ colonization of, by migration from other districts, "T 

proved to be unprofitable, ’ 

its improvement not advantageous since the potato f Kincaid, - 

failure Stewart, - 

(See Land.) 

Wjsstpoht Union, arrear of debt in, | Bourke, " 

(19. — Ind.) a a 



6047. 

6815. 



7097. 

7114. 



7474. 

7839. 

8527. 8644. 



140G. 

1C84. 

2424. 2447. 
2543. 

4275. 

5417. 

8262. 8370. 
2146. 

2282. 

4290. 

4403. 

7690. 

7387. 

4430. 

3084. 3098. 



- 3816. 3335. 



3330. 

4789. 



2117. 

3829. 
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General Hoiidf Name of Witness nml Number of Quotinn. 

Wesikeaid, Marquess of, account of proceedings taken J" Kincaid, - - 80D2. 

against, for recovery of rates, as immediate lessor, Twislcton, - - 7003. 



WORKHOUSES: 

accommodation in, varies in different Unions accord-l 

ing to tbe different administration of the law, -/ 

- - indisposition on the part of the people to enter, not so/ 
great as formerly, - • - - - * 1 



additional number of, necessary in case of new Unions,' 



- any additional number of, can only be built by Go- 
vernment aid, 



- building loans for, difficult to obtain, 

- sites for, how selected, - - - 



causes of their limited accommodation when firet 
formed, - 

their average cost and capabilities, - - - 

compnlsoiy power of taking land for sites for, not f 
possessed by Unions, 

sites for, near market towns recommended, ■■ 
in large towns, liable to preponderating influence ofl 

■ '1 

not sufficiently inspected by Boards of Guardians, - 



resident Guardians, 

- their original cost not extravagant, - 



- cases of pressure on, for the purpose of obtaining Out-j 
doer Relief, ' 



property of, liable to be seized under execution, 

increase of, chief motive for increased number of\ 

Unions, - . j 

sufficient for the amount of pauperism before the 1 

famine, - -- -- -..J 

— ^ at what age children to be eligible for, 

to be confined solely to the aged and infirm, - 

inadequate means possessed by, of inflicting punish- f 

ment, and modes suggested 
(See Unions.). 

WORKHODSES, New, estimated cost of building, and proposed! 

j 

Workhouse Officials, to be appointed by the Government,! 

or by Poor-Law Commissioners, - . . j 

appointments of, may be set aside by Commissioners, 

Non-commissioned Officers of ihe Army best a 

for, 

list of, required for, - . . . 

average cost of, . 

WoRKHODSE Debt, amount of already due, - - . 

Workhouse Education, superior to tliat taught in National! 

Schools, - . ..J 

Workuouse Loans, not repudiated by the Unions of Ireland, 



Power, 

Huband, 

Power, 

Senior, 

Martin, 

Gore, 

Fairfield, - 
Clarke, 

Power, 

Gulson, 
Fairfield, - 
Bourke, 
Twisieton, - 
Clarke, - 
Power, 
Fairfield, - 
Bourke, 
Larcoin, 

Power 
Gulson, 
Gulson, 
Nicliolls, - 
Lucas, 

Gulson, 

Gulson, 

Larcom, 

Gulson, 

Larcom, 

Gulson, 

Gulson, 

Lucas, 

Larcom, 
Huband, - 
Huband, - 
Gore, 

Gulson, 
Fairfield, - 
Hamilton, - 
Clarke, 

Otway, 

Gore, 

Bourke, 

Farren, 

Fairfield, - 
Hamilton, - 
Stewart, 

Brett, 

Labalmondiere, 

Clarke, 



Larcom, 

Gulson, 

Gulson, 

Gulson, 

Gulson, 

Bourke, 

Senior, 

Lucas, 

Stewart, 



43. 

1446. 

81. 

1827. 1877. 
1930. 

2281. 

.3644. 

7629. 

700. 

1120. 1131. 
3402. 

402.->. 

7422. 

7846. 



4027. 

8227. 

706. 

838. 

862. 

6460. 

6696. 

869. 

873. 

8247. 

878. 

823.6. 



904. 

C620. 

8218. 

1196. 

1414. 

2270. 

2660. 

3651. 

4716. 

7730. 

8790. 8864. 
2120. 

4004. 

6282. 

3512. 

4717. 

4788. 

5246. 

5814 , 

7808. 



058. 

1017. 

1020. 

1036. 
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Name of Wieiiesa and Nuroler of Queatioa. 



ita absolute necessity, - - . . . . | 



its efficacy, - i 



— not ao well understood in tlie South and West as in' 
the North, 



capable of defraying its own cost, including expensed 

of new building, .1 



its efficiency greatest under good discipline, - 



comparatively inoperative with females as c 

with males, - - - . . 

■ " inoperative in certain Unions, 

— not to be applied to the able-bodied pauper, 



ompared^ 



Guison, 

Fairfield, - 

Bourke, 

Stewart, 

Nicholls, - 

Xucas, 

Twisleton, - 

Clarke, 

Larcom, 

Otway, 

Gulson, 

Gore, 

Fairfield, • 

Nicholls, - 

Lucas, 

Twisleton, - 

Clarke, 

Otway, 

Gulson, 

Gulson, 

Fairfield, - 

Bourke, 

Lucas, 

Twisleton, - 

Clarke, 

Larcom, 

Power, 

Huband, - 

Gore, 

Martin, 

Farren, 

Lucas, 

Larcom, 

Otway, 

Senior, 

Stewart, 

Brett, 



- 3402. 

- 4030. 
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- 6395. 

- 6063. 

- 7433. 

- 7829. 7853. 

- 8583. 

- 8808 . 

- 917.949.2711. 

- 2280. 

- 3647. 

- 0475. 

- 0465. 6664. 

- 7437. 

- 7497. 

- 8702. 

- 970. 

- 1125,2680. 

- 3494. 

- 4025. 4051. 

- 6062. 

- 7403. 

- 7850. 



- 1314. 

- 2288. 
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- 6199. 

- 6463. 

- 8217. 

- 8808. 

- 1877. 

- 4762. 
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